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Saint Matthew and St.
Luke, the first and third
Evangelists, tell us all that
we are told of Mary. They
tell us that she was the
espoused wife of Joseph
a carpenter of Nazareth,
and that the Divine Call
came to her after her es-
pousal to Joseph and be-
fore her marriage.

What a call it was, and
what a prospect it opened
up! No sooner was Mary
left alone of the angel than
she began to realize some-
thing of what had been ap-
pointed her, and what she
must now prepare herself
to pass through. The sharp
sword that the aged Simeon
afterwards spoke of with
such passion was already
whetted, and was fast ap-
proaching her devoted and
exposed heart. On a thou-
sand sacred canvasses
throughout Christendom we
are shown the angel of the
annunciation presenting
Mary with a branch of lily
as an emblem of her

beauty and as a seal of her

purity.
But why has no spiri-

Joseph and Mary

By Alexander Whyte

tual artist stained the white-
ness of the lily with the
red blood of a broken
heart? For no sooner had
the transfiguring light of
the angel’s presence
faded from her sight than a
deep and awful darkness
began to fall upon Joseph’s
espoused wife. Surely if
ever a suffering soul had
to seek all its righteousness
and all its strength in God
aone, it was the soul of the

Virgin Mary in those ter-
rible days that followed the
annunciation. Blessed
among women as all the
time she was; unblemished
in soul and in body like the
paschal lamb as she was;
like the paschal lamb also
she was set apart to be a
divine sacrifice, and to have
a sword thrust through her
heart.

Mary must have passed
through many dark and

TheVagariesof Atheism

By Roy Mason

Atheism is the denial of
God. The atheist claims that
there is no need for God as
an explanation of things. It
is probably true that there
have been atheists all along
down through the centu-
ries. Certainly there were
such back in Bible times
for we have the atheist
characterized in Psalm
14:1. God there character-
izes the atheist as a fool,
and says that back behind
this atheism is a wicked
life.

There is a definite or-
ganization of atheists in
America — “The Ameri-
can Association For The
Advancement Of Athe-
ism.” Atheists circulated
around our church building
one Sunday evening,
throwing their circulars in
cars, and leaving a blasphe-
mous book on the church
steps for the pastor.

Communism |s Atheistic

(See MASON on page 21)

dreadful days when all
she had given her to lean
upon would seem like a
broken reed. Hail, thou
are highly favored of the
Lord, the angel had said
to her. But all that would
seem but so many mock-
ing words to her as she
saw nothing before her but
an open shame, and, it
might well be, an outcast’s
death. And, so fearfully
and wonderfully are we
made, and so fearful and
wonderful was the way
in which the Word was
made flesh, that who can
tell how all this may have
borne on Him who was
bone of her bone, and flesh
of her flesh; to whom Mary
was in all things a mother,
as He was in all things to
her a son.

For, hers was the face
that unto Christ had most
resemblance. Great is the
mystery of godliness, God
manifest in the flesh. A
man of sorrows, and ac-
guainted with grief. These
are the beginnings of sor-

(See MARY on page 22)
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Quiz The Pastor -- #5

What Does The Old Testament
Say About the Birth of Christ?

By the late Nick Michalinos

Question: “What does
the Old Testament have to
say about the birth of
Christ?

Answer: Since we
have come to that time of
the year when most pro-
fessing Christians around
the world observe the birth
of Christ, it is good for us
to know as much as we can
about His birth. After
Adam sinned, and God had
placed a curse on both man
and planet earth (Gen. 2:17;
3:17-19), it was then that
God gave the first promise
concerning the coming of
Christ.

It is written: “The seed
of the woman” shall bruise
the head of Satan (Gen.
3:15). Thus, the Christ, who
will defeat Satan in the end,
would be, not of man's
seed (biologically, all hu-
mans are normally of the
seed of the male) but of
the woman's seed, thus
“made of woman” (Gal.
4:4).

Here we have the first
mention of the virgin birth
of the Christ. We are fur-
ther enlightened on this
prophecy by reading an-
other prophecy found in
Isaiah: “Thereforethe Lord
himself shall give you a
sign: Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14).

Note that it is “the vir-
gin shall conceive’ (Heb.),
speaking of a specific vir-
gin, no doubt speaking of
the “woman” in Genesis
3:15.

Please notice that this
conception and birth was to
be a“sign” from “the Lord
himself.” God Himself
would be the source, not
man. If the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ was to
be an ordinary birth that
occursin similar cases mil-
lions of times daily, then
what is the significance in

(See BIRTH on page 24)
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It WasPretty
Realistic

We hope you will read
— if you haven't already
done so — the article we
are printing today on Joseph
and Mary by that profound
and powerful Scotch
preacher, Alexander
Whyte. One reason we are
printing it is because Mary
has for these ages been the
innocent victim of Roman
Catholic idolatry on the one
hand, and Baptist and Prot-
estant indifference, igno-
rance, and cowardice on
the other. And Joseph has
never been understood and
appreciated as his charac-
ter demands that he should
be.

We would like to em-
phasize, in connection with
what Dr. Whyte says, that
the conception and birth of
our Lord was not, for Jo-
seph and Mary, the roman-
tic and sentimental event
that the sentimentalists have
pictured it — in art and in
literature.

It was very realistic.

It was so for Mary.
How could she ever con-
vince even so good and un-
derstanding and sympa-
thetic a man as Joseph that
her condition was due to the
Holy Spirit? How could she
expect him to believe her?

And if Joseph did be-
lieve her, how could they
expect anybody to believe
them?

And Mary faced a ter-
rible reality, as did Joseph.
What was the Jewish pen-
alty for adultery? Here it is
in Leviticus 20:10:

“And the man that
committeth adultery with
another man’s wife, even
he that committeth adultery
with his neighbor’ s wife, the
adulterer and the adulter-
ess shall surely be put to
death.”

Where have you ever
seen in all of history aman
and woman in such sensi-
tive, helpless, and poten-
tially terrifying circum-
stances?

What did these circum-
stances demand? They de-
manded that God should re-
veal the truth, first, to Mary,

and then to Joseph. And that
is exactly what happened.

And in the sixth
month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God unto
a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth,

To avirgin espoused
to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house
of David; and the virgin’s
name was Mary.

And the angel came
in unto her, and said, Hail,
thou art highly favoured,
the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among
women.

And when she saw
him, she was troubled at
his saying, and cast in her
mind what manner of salu-
tation this should be.

And the angel said
unto her, Fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found
favour with God.

And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his
name JESUS.

He shall be great,
and shall be called the
Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his
father David:

(See SMITH on page 22)
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What Is An Independent
Fundamental Baptist Church?

By M. L. Moser, Editor

[The following was
written by M. L. Moser, Jr.
in the late 1950s as a tract
to inform visitors to the
church, the nature of Cen-
tral Baptist Church of Little
Rock, and to explain why it
was an independent Bap-
tist church. It was later
modified for other indepen-
dent Baptist churches and
printed in tract form and
made available to other in-
dependent Baptist churches
for their use and was used
by churches all over the
country, some printing it
under their own name.]

* % %

To many an indepen-
dent Baptist church is a
strange phenomenon. Being
accustomed to the various
Baptist groups such as
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Associations, or
one of the organized Fel-
lowships (Baptist Bible Fel-
lowship or World Baptist
Fellowship) and others, they
cannot comprehend the
nature of a church that is
not affiliated with any of
these. For that reason an
independent Baptist church
is looked upon with some
suspicion. Surely a church
that stand “all by itself”
must be very odd.

Actually independent
Baptist churches have ex-
isted since apostolic times.
Long before the Protestant
Reformation began there

were independent Baptist
churches in both Europe
and Asia. An independent
Baptist church, therefore, is
nothing new or novel. It has
an ancient and glorious
heritage. Though in various
periods of church history
members of independent
Baptist churches have been
persecuted and even glain
for the faith, such churches
continue until the present
day. There are many thou-
sands of independent Bap-
tist churches in all parts of
the world.

“What are the dis-
tinctives of an independent
Baptist church?’ you may
ask. They could concisely
be set forth under four
major headings.

I. A Church That Is
Self-gover ning.

The churches estab-
lished by the Apostles of
Christ were all independent
churches, that is, they were
free from any outside mem-
bership or control in any
kind of an organization. The
New Testament does not
reveal the existence of any
synod, conference, associa-
tion, convention, organized
fellowship, or other form of
human organization exercis-
ing control over the local
congregation or even exist-
ing apart from alocal inde-
pendent church. Each local
church was viewed as a
self-governing body.

An aggregation of lo-
cal churches was never
looked upon organizationally
as a “church,” but always
as “churches,” emphasizing
the individual prerogatives
of each congregation
(Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 11:16).
Each local church chose its
own officers (Acts 6:1-6).
Each exercised its own dis-
cipline (1 Cor. 5:13).
Churches were not respon-
sible to any higher ecclesi-
astical body (since there
were none), but were sub-
ject only to God (Rev. 2:4-
5). Internal problems were
handled by the individual
congregation (1 Cor. 6:1-5).
The maintenance of pure
doctrine was the responsi-
bility of the local assembly
(1 Tim. 3:15; Rev. 2:14-16).

The Holy Spirit directs
each local group of believ-
ers (Acts 13:1-2). Such a
church cannot be politically
pressured because it owns
its own property (in con-
trast to many denomina-
tional churches whose
property is owned or in
some measure controlled by
the denomination).

In the important matter
of calling a pastor, an inde-
pendent Baptist church is
cast upon the Lord for guid-
ance. While they may seek
counsel from neighboring
pastors or Christian
schools, no one can force
them to accept a man they
do not want. The congre-
gation must prayerfully con-
sider the merits of a candi-
date and decide whether or
not he is God’'s man for
them.

Another important
characteristic is the liberty
enjoyed in the matter of

missionary support. While
pressure is exerted upon
organized Baptist churches
to support their own de-
nominational missions, in-
dependent Baptist churches
may seek the will and di-
rection of God regarding
this.

The Central Baptist
Church of Little Rock has
been led by the Lord to
establish its own mission
work in Cardenas, Tabasco
in the country of Old
Mexico where we operate
a five-year Bible school,
Latin America Baptist
Theological Seminary, sup-
port national churches and
national preachers, and
through the publication in
the Spanish language of
books, tracts, and pam-
phlets, extend the work into
all Spanish speaking coun-
tries. The position of inde-
pendent Baptist churches
may be summed up thus:
they are absolutely free to
obey God as they see His
direction and are under no
obligation to any other
church or group of
churches. In each phase of
their service for the Lord
they must exercise spiritual
discernment.

Actually, therefore, the
independence of a church
simply enhances its depen-
dence upon the Lord. This
tends to develop prayer and
faith and to cultivate spiri-
tuality among the members.

Il. A Church That Is
Sound In Doctrine.

A fundamental Baptist
church is one that stands

(See WHAT on page 18)
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[Trueman Moore spent
15 years as a Southern
Baptist missionary in Paki-
stan and Bangladesh doing
evangelistic work among
Muslims. He has studied
Islam for more than 40
years and has read the
Koran several times, includ-
ing once since the Sept. 11
terrorism attacks. This ar-
ticle was printed in the
October 11, 2001 issue of
The Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine.”]

The unparalleled terror-
ist attack on the United
States has struck at the
deepest bases of our
economy, freedom and se-
curity. What motivates
such terrorism and how
should Christians respond?

America is considered
the world’ s premiere super
power. Such a position of
preeminence provides our
citizens with untold eco-
nomic and social privileges
and responsibilities. Our
preeminence also causes
jealousy and envy.

Osama bin Laden, be-
lieved to be the mastermind
behind many terrorist at-
tacks including the ones on
Sept. 11, has often stated
his intentions to kill Ameri-
cans without any consider-
ation of their guilt or inno-
cence. How does any one
man come to be so angry

Understanding |slam

Former missionary to the Middle East shares Christian attitudes toward

and evil? What sort of
motivation breeds that
hate?

Ultimately, this
religious struggle.

Bin Laden’s story is
like that of many other
Muslim extremists. There's
the fanatical religiosity and
the radical interpretation of
Islam; the outrage over the
dominance, particularly in
the Arab world, of a secu-
lar, decadent U.S.; the in-

isa

Muslims

By W. Trueman Moore

suggest Allah has compan-
ions. In the view of Mus-
lims, Christians, by virtue of
believing in the Trinity,
make Jesus a companion of
God. Therefore, many Mus-
lims consider Christians to
be idolaters and enemies of
Allah.

When the Soviet Union
attempted to occupy Af-
ghanistan, bin Laden fought
alongside many of the
mujahedin (freedom fight-

Some are saying “Islam is
peace. Islam is a peaceful reli-
gion.” The facts smply do not
support that assertion.

dignation over U.S. support
for lIsrael; the sense of
grievance over the per-
ceived humiliations of the
Arab people at the hands
of the West.

Bin Laden decided to
take on the United States,
funded by a fortune inher-
ited from his contractor
father, by an empire of
business enterprises and by
income from supporting
Muslims in the United
States, in Saudi Arabia and
al over the world.

Bin Laden, like many
Saudis, is a member of the
puritanical Wahhabi sect of
Sunni Islam. Their war cry
is to kill all infidels who

ers) there. In 1989, as the
exhausted Soviets finally
pulled out of Afghanistan,
bin Laden went home to
Saudi Arabia where he
became embroiled in adis-
pute and criticism of the
royal family. When Saddam
Hussein invaded Kuwait,
the Saudis invited in U.S.
troops for the first time
ever.

Like many other Mus-
lims, bin Laden was of-
fended by the Army’s pres-
ence, with its Christian and
Jewish soldiers, its rock
music, its liquor, its women
who drove vehicles and
wore pants. To radical
Muslims, a non-Muslim in-

fringement on Islamic ter-
ritory goes beyond the po-
litical sin of oppression, it
is an offense to Allah that
must be corrected at all
costs. The Saudis canceled
bin Laden’s citizenship, and
he fled first to Sudan and
then back to Afghanistan.
He began to gather other
former freedom fighters
and organized a terrorist
network now called Al
Qaeda. Since then, he has
been involved in many ter-
rorist acts, the latest appar-
ently being the horrific de-
struction and loss of lifein
New Y ork, Washington and
Pennsylvania.

In 1998 bin Laden said,
“In today’ s wars, there are
no morals. We believe the
worst thieves in the world
today and the worst terror-
ists are the Americans. We
do not have to differentiate
between military or civilian.
As far as we are con-
cerned, they are all tar-
gets.”

The struggles between
Abraham’s sons, |shmael
and |saac, have continued
with increasing ferocity
since Bible times. Arabs,
most of whom are Muslim,
claim to be the descendants
of Ishmael and the Jews
claim to be the descendants
of Isaac.

(See ISLAM on page 5)
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ISLAM . .. the unbelievers and the “moderate” Muslims want alternatives.
(Continued from page 4) hypocrites and deal rigor- to live in peace. but the First, separate the na-

Middle East turbulence
always revivals around
the Jewish-Muslim con-
flicts. Muslims follow the
life and teachings of
Mohammed who was
born about A.D. 570 in
Saudi Arabia. Muslims be-
lieve the Koran was re-
vealed by God to
Mohammed. They reject
the Christian doctrines of
the Trinity, the crucifixion,
justification, grace, mercy,
salvation, sanctification,
heaven and hell. Jesus is
considered a great prophet,
but Mohammed is greater
to Muslims since he is the
fulfillment of Jesus' prom-
ise that the Comforter
would come after Jesus.

While Mohammed re-
corded many good teach-
ings in the Koran, his own
and hisfollowers' attitudes
toward war and peace must
be judged by their actions
and by the following verses
from the Koran:

“Believers, retaliation is
decreed for you in blood-
shed.”

“Fight against them un-
til idolatry is no more and
God’s religion reigns su-
preme.”

“ldolatry is more griev-
ous than bloodshed.” (Mus-
lims believe Christians are
idolaters because we be-
lieve in the Trinity and that
Jesus is the Son of God.)

“The only true faith in
God’'s sight is Islam.”

“Believers, do not make
friends with any but your
own people.”

“Prophet, make war on

ously with them.”

These references and
many more may help us to
understand the terrorists.

In the 1300s, Tamer-
lane, aMuslim ruler, killed
35 million Christians, ac-
cording to Baptist re-
searcher David Barrett
(The Inner Circle, July
1989, p. 8).

Consider the Muslim
persecution of Christiansin
the world today in Nigeria,
Indonesia, Sudan, Algeria,
Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Egypt, Syria, Paki-
stan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, Af-
ghanistan and others.

The father of Saeed
Hotari, the Jordanian sui-
cide killer of 21 people in
Tel Aviv, proudly praised
his son’s decision. “He has
become a hero! What more
could a father ask?” he
said. “There is no better
way to show God you love
him” (Reader’s Digest,
October 2001).

Some are saying, “ls-
lam is peace. Islam is a
peaceful religion.” The
facts simply do not support
that assertion. The militants
select those parts of
Mohammed's life and ex-
ample that support their
own views on how Mus-
lims should live and think.
Right or wrong, that is the
source of Osama bin
Laden’s and the other
terrorists’ actions.

Islam is being redefined
to meet the challenges of
the 21st century. Many
Muslims have come to re-
ject the sword. These

warlike fundamentalist
Muslims intimidate their
fellow peaceloving Muslims
and others by terrorism.

| have personally seen
their violent nature exhib-
ited in the destruction of
entire villages. In one blood-
letting, they killed so many
Hindus in Dhaka that 5,000
bodies were buried in a

ditch.

It is impossible to un-
derstand Islam as areligion
only. Islam embraces all of
life. It controls, among oth-
ers, how the Muslim greets
people, the language he
speaks, what he says, what
he eats, what he wears,
how he bathes, how he does
business, how he marries,
relates to his family and
divides his estate.

The United States has
absorbed untold millions
of Muslims who wanted
to leave their homelands
and come to this land
of plenty. Some of them
have been outstanding
in their fields: sports,
medicine, media and edu-
cation. Some have been
converted and have be-
come fine Christian citi-
zens. Many, while remain-
ing Muslims, deplore
violence and terrorism. But
the extremists have turned
on this country with a
vitriolic hatred that is be-
yond imagination.

God has not forsaken
His children in these try-
ing times. He knows the
grief we feel, and He
cares. Here are two ap-
proaches believers should
take as we consider our

tional problem from your
personal response. Nation-
ally, it is right that the
country’s leaders and mili-
tary act to end terrorism
and stop further attacks on
the United States.

Second, as individuals
we are not to take matters
into our own hands. Our
attitudes and actions as in-
dividual Christians are
clearly spelled out in Luke
6:27-28, 35-36. We are to
love our enemies and do
good to those who hate us.
Read Romans 12:14-21
also.

Mourn with those that
mourn.

Pray for our leaders and
enemies.

Love our enemies.

Refuse to let anger and
vengeancedominateyour
thinking.

Defend the persecuted,
those who are stereo-
typed but innocent of
wrongdoing.

Make peace with
Muslims or others with
whom you come in
contact.

Share the good news of
Jesus.

Pray our leaders will
have wisdom to know what
to do and how to do it. Pray
for our missionaries who
serve in Muslim nations.
Pray for our military who
will bear the brunt of the
attacks.

Remember: “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for
they will be called the
children of God.” (8]
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Conveniently Forgotten Facts

By Paul Harvey

[The following was sent
over the internet and was
received October 24.]

* % %

Back in 1969 a group
of Black Panthers decided
that a fellow black panther
named ... Alex Rackley
needed to die. Rackley was
suspected of disloyalty.

Rackley was first tied
to a chair. Once safely
immobilized, his friends tor-
tured him for hours by,
among other things, pour-
ing boiling water on him.

When they got tired of
torturing Rackley, Black
Panther member, Warren
Kimbo took Rackley outside
and put a bullet in his head.

Rackley’s body was
later found floating in a
river about 25 miles north
of New Haven, Connecti-
cut.

Only In America!

Perhaps at this point
you’'re curious as to what
happened to these Black
Panthers. In 1977, that’s
only eight years later, only
one of the killers was still
in jail. The shooter, War-
ren Kimbro, managed to get
a scholarship to Harvard,
and became good friends
with none other than Al
Gore. He later became an
assistant dean at an East-
ern Connecticut State Col-
lege. Isn’t that something?

As a '60s radical you can
pump a bullet into
someone’s head, and a few
years later, in the same
state, you can become an
assistant college dean!

Erica Huggins was the
lady who served the Pan-
thers by boiling the water
for Mr. Rackley’s torture.
Some years later Ms.
Huggins was elected to a
California School Board.

How in the world do
you think these killers got
off so easy? Maybe it was
in some part due to the
efforts of two people who
came to the defense of the
Panthers.

These two people ac-
tually went so far asto shut
down Y ale University with
demonstrations in defense
of the accused Black Pan-
thers during their trial.

One of these people
was none other than Bill
Lan Lee. Mr. Lee, or Mr.
Lan Lee, as the case may
be, isn’t a college dean. He
isn't a member of a Cali-
fornia School Board. He is
now head of the U.S. Jus-
tice Department’s Civil
Rights Division, appointed
by none other than Bill
Clinton.

O.K., so who was the
other Panther defender? Is
this other Panther apol ogist
now an assistant college
dean? No, neither!

The other Panther de-
fender was, like Lee, a
radical law student at Yale

Speak About Islam Clearly &
Without Fear

By Michael Foust

Extremists may kill in-
nocent people in the name
of Allah, but that is not the
ultimate danger of the Is-
lamic faith, says R. Albert
Mohler Jr. The biggest dan-
ger, Mohler says, is that
Islam presents a false gos-
pel, a false god and a false
salvation. Mohler, president
of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, spoke
about Islam, Judaism and
the Christian faith during a
chapel message titled “ The-
ology Matters” Oct. 17 on
the Louisville, Ky, campus.

Preaching from lsaiah
44, Mohler noted that in
recent days theologians,
media members and the
general public have been
debating whether Islam it-
self is to be blamed for the
attacks of Sept. 11. Mohler,
though, said Christians
should be focused on a dif-
ferent issue — the eternal
consequences of the Mus-
lim faith.

“I'm no specialist in
Islamic theology,” he said.
“I'll let those who are de-
bate whether or not there

University at the time. She
is now known as The
“smartest woman in the
world.” She is none other
than the Democratic Sena-
tor from the State of New
York — our former First
Lady, the incredible Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

And now as Paul
Harvey said, “You know
the rest of the story!”

isthat kind of militancy and
warrior culture within Is-
lamic theology. But | want
to say as a Christian theo-
logian, the biggest problem
with Islamic theology is that
it Kills the soul.

“The bigger problem
with Islam is not that there
are those who will kill the
body in its name, but that it
lies about God [and] pre-
sents a false gospel, an un-
gospel,” Mohler said, ac-
knowledging, “These are
difficult thingsto say. This
is not polite.”

If the God of the Bible
is to be believed, Mohler
argued, then Christians
have no choice but to speak
the truth about other reli-
gions, including Islam and
Judaism. Mohler pointed to
Matthew 10:28, where
Jesus said, “Do not fear
those who kill the body but
are unable to kill the soul;
but rather fear him who is
able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.” Mohler
also quoted John 14:9,
where Jesus said, “He who
has seen me has seen the
Father.”

“It is often said — in
fact it is now routinely
claimed — that Muslims
worship the same God as
the Jews and the Chris-
tians,” Mohler said. But,
Mohler said, Christians do
not serve the same God as
that of Jews and Muslims,

(See MUSLIM on page 7)



Decenber 2001

The Baptist Challenge

Page 7

BUSH — A Man of Prayer

James Merritt, presi-
dent of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and pastor
of the Atlanta-area First
Baptist Church, Snellville,
was one of six ministers
invited to join President
Bush for a closed-door
meeting just hours before
the president addressed a
joint session of Congress on
Sept. 20.

“1 think | can speak for
the entire group when | say
that without question, we
all came away impressed
with where he is right now
as a leader and where he
is spiritually,” Merritt told
Baptist Press. “1 was very
elated and came away from
the meeting encouraged.”

Merritt said the six re-
ligious leaders spent 30
minutes with the president
talking about the impor-
tance of Americans to
come together spiritually
and the importance of faith.

“Those were the things
on his heart and mind,”
Merritt said. “He shared
with us that he is being
very deliberate and he is
going to uphold his respon-
sibility to defend this nation.

“This meeting was a
signal that this is a presi-
dent who understands the
foundation of this nation is
not financial, economical or
military,” Merritt said. “The
foundation of this nation is
spiritual.”

At times, Merritt said,
the president became emo-
tional. “Heisaman of deep
faith,” he said. “The presi-
dent is without question a
compassionate conserva-

tive. His heart is broken
over what has happened.”

Merritt said the presi-
dent requested prayer from
the group of leaders.

“He wanted to share
with us his need for prayer
and his need for wisdom
during these days,” Merritt
said. “Physically, heis do-
ing well. Emotionally, heis
totally at peace. He knows
where he wants to lead the
nation.”

Merritt said the reli-
gious leaders stood in a
circle with the president,
clasped hands, and prayed.

“For apresident to take
30 minutes to spend with
religious leaders tells you
where his priorities are,”
Merritt said. “The fact that
we were able to interact
with him in that type of
setting is remarkable. He
listened more than he
spoke.”

While some ministers
offered counsel to the
president, Merritt said he
simply offered a word of
encouragement.

“Asfellow believerswe
believe in the sovereignty
of God. On the one hand,
God knew what was going
to happen on Sept. 11, but
he also knew who would
be sitting in the White
House. | believe that Presi-
dent Bush is God’s man for
this hour. God's hand is on
him.

“l encouraged him to
humble himself to the Lord
and God will lead him in a
divine, providential way,”
Merritt said.

After the meeting,

Merritt asked the president
how Christians could pray
for him.

“First, he said to pray
for wisdom; second,
strength; third for clarity of
thought; and he asked us
to say a special prayer for
his wife, daughters and fam-
ily that God would protect
them and he would be a
godly husband and godly
father,” Merritt said.

At the end of the meet-
ing, Merritt said he shook
the president’s hand and
told him that “I loved him.”

“That's when he
looked at me and said,
‘James, tell all my South-
ern Baptist friends how
much | love them aswell.’”

While Merritt said he
never dreamed he would be
in the Oval Office, he said
the most impressive
memory of the prayer time
was the president.

“Again, what | will re-
member is that we have a
president who has a genu-
ine love for Christ,” Merritt
said.

Prior to the Oval Of-
fice gathering, Merritt at-
tended a noontime meeting

at the White House with
ministers from 30 other
denominations including
evangelist Franklin Graham
and Christian author Max
Lucado. -- BP [N

MUSLIM . ..
(Continued from page 6)

for the Jews have rejected
Christ and the Muslims
have replaced the God of
the Bible with Allah.

“That's a very difficult
statement,” he said. “We
believe that there is one
God who has revealed
Himself in the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testa-
ment. We must be very
clear that to reject Jesus
Christ is to reject the Fa-
ther. [That] is so politically
incorrect It breaks all the
rules of American etiquette.

. But if the Christian
church will not be clear
about the Christian gospel,
who will?”’

The Christian God,
Mohler said, is the only
God, and he is known
savingly through Jesus
Christ, and Jesus Christ
alone. (BP) (28]

Pass|t On!

We would appreciateit if our readerswould
pass the information on to others that The
Baptist Challenge is now available on the
Internet. A mention in your church bulletin or
paper giving the Internet address would be ap-
preciated and if you can send out Emails, please
notify those on your mailing list about TBC
being available. Thanks.

—The Editor
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World News Roundup

Singer Says It May
Be OK To Kill An In-
fant. Princeton
University’s animal rights
radical Peter Singer be-
lieves parents should be
able to euthanize severely
disabled infants less than a
month old. He said “Killing
a defective infant is not
morally equivalent to killing
a person. Sometimes it is
not wrong at all.” — CC

* % %

Cronkite Explodes
Over Falwell Remark. —
Walter Cronkite unleashed
a very harsh attack on re-
ligious broadcasters Jerry
Falwell and Pat Robertson,
terming Falwell’s remarks
on the 700 Club about the
Sept. 11 terror attack
“abominable.” He implied
their God and the bombers’
might be the same (TV
Guide). Even though
Falwell apologized (mainly
for not stressing the terror-
ists' blame) for blaming the
devastation on pagans,
abortionists, homosexuals,
ACLU, etc., the “tolerant”
liberal free speech lobby
could not tolerate this and
came down very hard on
him. Actually, in divine
“retribution” God has even
allowed more-evil enemy
nations to chasten His err-
ing people (see Habakkuk).
Cronkite in a 1998
fundraising letter for The
Interfaith Alliance (its na-
tional board has Unitarian,

Catholic, NCC, and other
liberals), revealed his ex-
treme left-wing bias against
Falwell, the Christian Coa-
lition, etc. This “most
trusted man in America’
said: “l work very hard at
being a Christian.” — CC

* % *

Legacy Of Homo-
sexuality. — The homo-
sexual lifestyle is an un-
healthy, unnatural, and un-
wise choice. It has cost the
Roman Catholic Church
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in lawsuits against ho-
mosexual priests. It is a
danger to schools, and is a
public health hazard. AIDS
is more prevalent among
homosexuals than for het-
erosexuals in the U.S. The
life expectancy of “gay”
and bisexual men is as
much as 20 years less than
for all men (10/1 Chr.
News). Homosexuality is a
life of pain, is unnatural
(homosexuals won't have
children), and is something
parents don’'t want for their
kids. — CC

* % %

Abortions Continue.
Children murdered
through abortions in Russia
now exceed live births (10/
1 CN). Women in China,
South Korea, and wealthy
parts of India increasingly
abort female fetuses. Over
40 million babies have been

aborted in the U.S. since
1973. A mother’s womb
has become the most dan-
gerous place on earth. —
CcC

Name One Muslim
Nation With Freedom! —
Most of the following are
excerpts from the 10/6
World. What country of the
world is the “beautiful reli-
gion” of Islam practiced in
a way that might prompt
one to want to move there
for the rest of one's life?
Muslim nations have severe
restrictions, especially on
women. Islam and Chris-
tianity are mutually exclu-
sive — both claim to be the
only right way to God.
Shiite Muslims are more
radical than the Sunnis, but
in all Islamic nations, none
welcome people of other
faiths in the way our nation
welcomes Muslims. It
seems unwise to enlist ter-
rorist-sponsoring nations as
“allies’ in the war on ter-
rorism. We grieve when
our president visits a
mosque and praises Islam.
We are a nation “under
God,” not “gods.” Pray that
our president will trust the
only true and living God for
guidance and protection
during these uncertain
days. — CC

* % %

Taliban Arrests 35

More Afghans In Al-
leged Missionary Probe.
— The following is from
Compass Direct: “Taliban
authorities arrested 35 more
Afghan aid workers, bring-
ing the total to more than
50 Afghans jailed by the
strict Islamist regime since
early August on suspicion
of aiding covert Christian
missionary work. The 35
Afghans were employed by
the recently banned Inter-
national Assistance Mission
(IAM). Eight Western re-
lief workers are also being
held.”

Saudis Arrest Ten
Christians For Discuss-
ing Their Faith. — In a
crackdown against non-
Muslim activity in Jiddah,
police in Saudi Arabia have
arrested as many as ten
Christians who discussed
their religion at a party,
according to a humanitar-
ian group. “The first per-
son to be arrested had been
in Saudi Arabia for a long
time and his contract had
ended,” Daniel Hoffman of
Middle East Concern told
Reuters news agency. “His
friends organized a farewell
party for him, told people
to bring friends along and
invited an Indian evange-
list.” Public display of any
faith other than Islam is
forbidden in Saudi Arabia

(See WNR on page 13)
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LLa VVoz Del Desierto

La Gran Trajedia Del Pueblo Norteamericano

El martes 11 de
septiembre de 2001 se
cometié6 el atentado
terrorista contra las Torres
Gemelas del World Trade
Center (Centro de
Comercio Mundial) en
Manhattan, Nueva York y
contra el Pentagono, en
Washington D.C. Este ha
sido el acto de agresion
mas violento contra los
Estados Unidos de Norte
América desde el ataque a
Pearl Harbor hace seis
décadas (7 de diciembre de
1941), donde perdieron la
vida mas de 2,000
americanos.

Estados Unidos ha
recibido el peor atague en
su historia, al ser im-
pactadas las Torres
Gemelas del World Trade
Center en Nueva York
(edificios de 110 pisos), ¥y
el Pentagono en Washing-
ton, por tres aviones
comerciales de vuelos
nacionales, secuestrados
por una organizacién
terrorista.

El impacto provocd que
las tres estructuras se
incendiaran, haciendo que
las Torres Gemelas de
Nueva York, se des-
plomaran, provocando que
otros edificios aledafios
sucumbieran. También las
[lamas destruyeron parte del
Pentagono, quedando la
entrada del helipuerto
destruida. Este funesto
martes 11 de septiembre

serd recordado por muchos
como el dia en que se
cometio el atentado mas
devastador en toda la
historia de los Estados
Unidos. Miles de personas
bajo una angustia terrible,
se esparcian por las calles
colindantes al lugar del
suceso, corriendo, llorando
y gritando. El horror era
indescriptible.

Normalmente,
cincuenta mil (50,000) per-
sonas trabajaban en oficinas
en estas Torres Gemelas de
la Isla de Manhattan,
aunque por la hora
relativamente temprana del
ataque, poco antes de las
9:00 am., pudiera ser que
entre 10,000 a 20,000 per-
sonas se encontraran en los
edificios en ese momento.
En el Pentagono trabajan
mas de veintitres mil
(23,000) personas, entre
militaresy civiles.

Hasta este momento las
autoridades de Nueva Y ork
han rescatado e identificado
solo 209 cuerpos, y solo
cinco personas han sido
recuperadas con vida por
los servicios de rescate. El
niumero de personas
desaparecidas y
presumiblemente muertas,
hasta ahora, se estima en
6,398.

Lo que se considera €l
peor acto terrorista
registrado en la historia de
los Estados Unidos,
representa la falla mas

grande del sistema de
inteligenciay seguridad, ya
gue no logrdé detectar a
tiempo un complot que ha
costado miles de vidas,
millones de ddélares en
pérdidas y una herida dificil
de sanar en el orgullo del
pais autodenominado como
la mayor potencia mundial.

La horrible pesadilla
experimentada en World
Trade Center y en el
Pentédgono ponen punto fi-
nal a la idea de la “in-
guebrantable” red de
proteccién de las agencias
de seguridad nacional
norteamericana. Sin duda
alguna, la tragica ex-
periencia ha conmo-
cionado a una nacién que
nunca imaginé su vul-
nerabilidad. Esta gran
tragedia ha tocado el
corazén de la nacion
norteamericana, pues las
tres estructuras afectadas
(las dos Torres Gemelas ye
el Pentdgono), representan
el poder econémico, militar
y de inteligencia de este
pais, considerado la primera
potencia a nivel mundial.

Ante la gran tragedia,
el presidente de los Estados
Unidos de Norteamérica,
George W. Bush se dirigi6
alanacion indicandole alos
ciudadanos que habian sido
victima de un ataque
terrorista y adviertié que
los culpables serian
capturados, enjuiciados y
castigados.

Dias posteriores a la
tragedia, el sadbado 15 de
septiembre de 2001, el
presidente Bush prometio
que las tropas norte-
americanas sacarian a los
terroristas de sus
“agujeros’ en una larga e
implacable respuesta a los
espantosos ataques Yy
resalto simplemente:
“estamos en guerra.” Por
primera vez, Bush
identific6 a Osama Bin
Laden (fundamentalista
isldamico, cabecilla del grupo
Al Qaeda, identificados
como responsables de
distintos atentados ter-
roristas contra Estados
Unidos, Israel y otros
paises, desde principios de
los 90), como el principal
sospechoso en los ataques
terrorista de Washington y
Nueva Y ork, ademés de la
caida de un avion en
Pensilvania.

Segln Osama Bin
Laden la guerra entre
cristianos y musulmanes es
inevitable. Para Bin Laden
el mundo esta dividido en
dos partes mutuamente
contrarias: el mundo
cristiano aliados con los
judiosy los musulmanes que
luchan en contra de éstos.

Lavision de Bin Laden
es, pues, exclusivamente
religiosa. No combate a los
americanos porque sea
marxista o0 porgue ame a

(Contintia en la pagina 10)
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TRAGEDIA . ..
(Viene delapéagina9)

los oprimidos de la tierra;
lo hace porque Estados
Unidos es aliado de Israel,
lanacion enemiga, y porque
ese pais mantiene una
presencia militar en Arabia
Saudita, que es para los
musulmanes, “la tierra de
los dos lugares santos’, la
Meca, el principal lugar de
culto paralos musulmanes,
y Medina, la ciudad donde
se refugiéo el profeta
Mahoma.

¢Queé significado tiene
todo ésto para los
cristianos y cuél debe ser

nuestra posicion al
respecto?

Como creyentes en
Cristo, tenemos que

analizar todo alaluz de la
Biblia. La Biblia nos
ensefia: “Y oiréis de
guerras y rumores de
guerra; mirad que no os
conturbeis porque es
necesario que todo esto
acontezca; pero_aun no
es el fin. Porque se
levantara nacién contra
nacion, y reino contra
reino; y habré pestes, y
hambres, y terremotos en
diferentes lugares. Y todo
esto sera principio de
dolores’ (Mateo 24:6-8).

El cristiano no tiene
gue temer por las cosas que
estén pasando en el mundo,
el Sefior estd con nosotros
y esél, e que controla todo.
Todas estas sefiales nos
indican que el arreba-
tamiento de los salvos esta
préximo. En algin mo-
mento, el Sefior viene a
encontrarse con todos los
“verdaderos creyentes’ en
el aire, y asi estaremos

siempre con el Sefior (1ra
Tesalonicenses 4:13-17).

Las cosas que estan
pasando preparan la escena
para el periodo de la Gran
Tribulacion (Mateo 24:21),
un periodo de siete afos,
donde se desatara laira de
Dios en juicios sobre los
incrédulos de esta tierra.
Los creyentes en Cristo
seran llevados de la tierra
antes que el periodo la Gran
Tribulacion comience. Este
periodo serd uno de horrible
pestilencia, derramamiento
de sangre y hambre, como
nunca lo ha habido en la
tierra, ni lo habrd Todas
estas cosas que estan
sucediendo son principio de
dolores, todo va caminando
hacia el periodo de la Gran
Tribulacién.

Sin duda alguna, la
nacion de lIsrael juega un
papel muy importante en los
acontecimientos de estos
ultimos tiempos, que tienen
gue ver con & cumplimiento
de laprofecias biblicas. Los
Estados Unidos de Norte-
américa ha sido la nacién
gue Dios ha utilizado como
instrumento para ayudar a
Su pueblo (Israel), en estos
altimos tiempos. Pero esto
no serd asi siempre. Esta
claro que Estados Unidos
no sera el pais dirigente del
hemisferio occidental en el
tiempo futuro, cuando el
anticristo esté gobernando
sobre la tierra. En un
futuro, lIsrael pasara por
unagran tribulacion, donde
estara sola como nacion, y
en su angustia clamara a
Dios y recibird ayuda
directamente de El
(Zacarias 14:1-3, 12-16). El
gue Estados Unidos le esté
brindando ayuda a Israel le

ha ganado el repudio y el
odio de los arabes, pues
ellos consideran a lsrael su
enemigo.

Cuando los judios
reestablecieron su naci6 en
Palestina, crearon un
problema: desplazaron alos
arabes que han vivido en
Palestina por varios siglos.
Todos los dialogos y
discusiones logicas que
puedan adelantarse, no
podrdn cambiar nunca el
estado de hostilidad
existente entre judios y
arabes. Los judios nunca
podran convencerse de que
deben abandonar la tierra
gue Dios le dio a sus pa-
dres (Abraham, lsaac y
Jacob), (Gén. 13:14-17).
Ellos estan convencidos de
gue los romanos les
arrebataron su derecho in-
alienable a la tierra de
Palestina. La permanencia
de su nacion en Palestina
es un asunto que tiene que
ver con la supervivencia de
larazaisraelita. Israel cree
gque esa es su Unica
esperanza en este mundo
hostil.

Los arabes, por otra
parte, son igualmente
implacables en su deter-
minacion de que los
israelitas no deben ocupar
la tierra que ellos han
poseido durante genera-
ciones y que consideran
suya. Sacar a los judios de
Palestina es, para ellos, una
cuestion de honor de laraza
y un sagrado deber
religioso.

Segun la Palabra de
Dios, la crisis del Medio
Oriente seguird creciendo
hasta que amenace la paz
del mundo entero. Todas las
naciones concentrarédn su

atencion en el problema
complejo einsoluble, que las
estd encaminando a un
holocausto termonuclear, |a
permanencia en latierrade
Palestina, por parte de los
judios y los arabes.

¢Ahora, a quién
pertenece la tierra de
Palestina? ¢a los judios
o a los arabes? Es
importante que sepamos
que cuando Jehovéallamo a
Abraham le dio una
promesa. Esta promesa
contenia bendiciones per-
sonales, nacionales y uni-
versales (Gén. 12:1-3).
Cuando Abraham recibi6
esta promesa de parte de
Dios, todavia se hallaba
bajo la direccién y mandato
de su padre Taré. Sali6 de
Ury sedirigié alafrontera
norte de la tierra de
Palestina, que Jehovaleiba
a dar. Le acompaiaban su
esposa Sara, su padre Taré
y su sobrino Lot.

Jehové los detuvo en la
frontera de la tierra de
Canaéan, porque Jehova
habia dicho a Abraham que
se emancipase de su padre
idolatra, asi como de su
lugar de residencia.
Después de la muerte de
su padre, Abraham reanud6
su marcha, salié de Haran
y entro en la tierra de
Palestina (Gén. 11:31-32;
12:4-5). Alli se le apareci6
Jehova y le dijo que daria
la tierra de Palestina a su
descendencia (Gén. 12:6-
7).

La misma promesa de
la posesion de la tierra de
Palestina, fue confirmada
en los tratos de Jehové con
Abraham (Gén. 13:14-17).

(Contintiaen lapagina17)
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Liketo take alittle quiz
on Africa?

Here' s agood question:
How many faces has the
greatest continent? | mean,
how many different kinds
of people? Before you an-
swer | want to confess that
if you had asked me a short
time ago | probably would
have answered: “Well,
there are quite a few tribes,
but they are really all much
alike. An African is an
African. Africaisthe origi-
nal home of the colored
race.”

That’s a sample of what
I knew about Africa. But
now since running through
a special issue of Life
Magazine devoted to
Africa, | can tell you
there are two races —
Negroid and Caucasoid —
and many, many faces.
Within those two races
is a bewildering mixture
of tribes, -cultures and
languages.

In Life a beautiful
colored map pictures in
their characteristic cos-
tumes and setting some of
the principal tribes and na-
tionalities among the hun-
dreds of different ethnic
groups. You could almost
make a song out of the

How Many
Faces Has

Africa?

By Donald M. Taylor

names.

Across the north are
the Berbers, Tauregs,
Arabs, Egyptians. Across
the broad belt immediately
south are: Americo-
Liberian, Ashante, Y oruba,
Ido, Hausa, Shilluk, and
Ethiopian. Further south:
Mangbeta, Tusi, Masa,
Kikuyu, the Mau Mau tribe
of Kenya) and Indian. In
the deep south around the
cape: Herero, Bushman,
Mdebele, Afrikaner, and
Cape Colored. On the is-
land of Madagascar:
Malagusy.

Did you know there
were all those people and
many more? It is strange,
is it not, that in America
we know so little about the
vast, richly endowed land
of Africa

But then aren’t we
rather ignorant even about
our own country? For ex-
ample, suppose | ask you,
“Are you a Christian?” If
you are an average
American you probably will
answer, “Of course, |
am. Wasn't | born here?’
But really an answer like
that is as foolish as a
Berber saying, “Sure, I'm
a Kikuyu. Wasn't | born
in Africa?” The Berbers

and Kikuyus are aimost a
continent apart. It is the dif-
ference between being
born once and being born
twice. Being born in
America doesn’t make one
a Christian.

You ask then “What is
a Christian?” A Christian
is one who believes in the
Lord Jesus Christ. A Chris-
tian is one who has by faith
seen Jesus Christ dying for
his sins and raised again for
hisjustification. A Christian
is one who has been born
into the family of God.

We are all born sinners,
whether we are Americans
or Africans. To be Chris-
tians we must be born
again. Our first birth was
of the flesh. To be Chris-
tians we must be born of
the spirit. You ask, “How
can that be? How can one
be born of the spirit?”

I’ll answer you in the
words of the Lord Jesus
Christ, spoken to a man
who asked the same ques-
tion: “As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up: that
whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have
eternal life.”

The Lord Jesus Christ
Himself is the Son of man.
In the wilderness the Isra-
elites were bitten by fiery
poisonous serpents and
many of them died of the
bites. When they cried for
help, God told Moses to
make a serpent of brass
and put it on a pole, and
that whosoever looked at
the serpent would be made
well. And all who looked
lived. They took God at His

Word. They believed Him.
They lived.
So, too, you can have

eternal life — become a
Christian — simply by be-
lieving in the Lord Jesus
Christ. “For God so loved
the world that he gave
his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (Jn.
3:16).

“As many as received
him (the Lord Jesus Christ),
to them gave he power to
become the sons of God,
even to them that believe
on his name: which were
born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God”
(In. 1:12-13). (18]

How To Enjoy A
“Dull” Sermon

In order to have dull
sermons from the pulpit
there must also be dull lis-
teners in the pews.

After all, asermonis a
relationship. It isarelation-
ship between the preacher
and the church attendant.
In order to gain from that
relationship both parties
must contribute something
to it.

But if the sermon is to
be meaningful and interest-
ing, it also requires some
input on the part of the lis-
tener. It's a two-way aisle,
so to speak, and if the ser-
mon turns out to be a dud,
it"s not entirely the fault of
that man up front.

Let's see, therefore,
what we can all do to make
even the most insipid ser-

(See DULL on page 14)
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World view

Tomorrow’s Changes!?

By James R. Love

Who said, “There are
those who argue that the
right to privacy is a higher
order than the right to life.
It isthe privacy right of the
woman to choose. That was
the premise of slavery. You
could not protest the exist-
ence or the treatment of
slaves on the plantation
because that was private,
and therefore outside of
your right to be con-
cerned.”?

The same person
also said, “Don’t let the
pro-choicers convince you
that a fetus isn’t a human
being. That’s how the
Whites dehumanized us by
calling us niggers. The first
step was to distort the im-
age of us as human beings
in order to justify that which
they wanted to do -- and
not even feel they’d done
anything wrong.” ?

Give up? It was Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson. When
did his view of abortion
change? When he ran for
president! | think you'll find
avery similar history with
another person who had
political ambitions, named
Al Gore.

Allow me to introduce
to you another name --
Derek Humphrey. He is the
founder of the Hemlock
Society! The Hemlock So-
ciety is a quietly growing
organization that advocates
assisted suicide, “death with
dignity,” and many of their

members are for euthana-
sia -- even if enforced.

Mr. Humphrey was
having a hard time getting
his ideas of death and dy-
ing accepted by the gen-
eral public, and having real
difficulty getting the media
give him any attention. Until
... “awonderful thing hap-
pened. It opened all the
doors for me.”

What was that wonder-
ful thing that happened?
Could it be the attention to-
wards the subject by Dr.
Jack Kevorkian? Could it
be the euthanasia allow-
ances given by some Euro-
pean countries? No, it was
adecision right here on the
home front. “Roe .
Wade” !

| have always claimed
that the same philosophical
arguments that are used to
justify abortion can be used
to justify euthanasia. The
difficulty isthat the elderly
are people that we have
known and see, so we do
not have the convenience
of murder before having a
visual image.

We have already seen
that men will change moral
positions for aspirations or
the love of money. We are
facing economic situations
and great days of crisis.
Who will change for aspi-
rations or the dollar in the
days ahead?

With that in mind, who
said, “We cannot diminish

TheButterfly

A man found a cocoon
of a butterfly. One day, a
small opening appeared.
He sat and watched the
butterfly for several hours
as it struggled to force
its body through that little
hole. Then, it seemed to
stop making any pro-
gress. It appeared as if it
had gotten as far as it
could, and it could go no
further.

So, the man decided to
help the butterfly. He took
a pair of scissors and
shipped off the remaining
bit of the cocoon. The
butterfly then emerged eas-
ily. But it had a swollen
body and small, shriveled
wings.

The man continued to
watch the butterfly be-
cause he expected that,
at any moment, the wings
would enlarge and expand
to be able to support the
body, which would con-
tract in time. Neither
happened! In fact, the
butterfly spent the rest of
its life crawling around
with a swollen body and
shriveled wings. It never
was able to fly.

What the man, in his
kindness and haste, did not
understand was that the
restricting cocoon and the
struggle required for the
butterfly to get through the

the value of one category
of human life, the unborn,
without diminishing the
value of all human life. ...
there is no cause more
important? President
Ronald Reagan. (18]

tiny opening were God’'s
way of forcing fluid from
the body of the butterfly into
its wings so that it would
be ready for flight once it
achieved its freedom from
the cocoon.

Sometimes struggles
are exactly what we
need in our lives. If God
allowed us to go through
our lives without any ob-
stacles, it would cripple
us. We would not be as
strong as what we could
have been. We could
never fly! —The Christian
Baptist. (28]

TrueOr False?

“Myriads of professing
Christians nowadays seem
utterly unable to distinguish
things that differ. Like
people afflicted with color-
blindness, they are inca-
pable of discerning what
is true and what is false,
what is sound and what
is unsound. If a preacher
of religion is only clever
and eloguent and earnest,
they appear to think he
is all right, however
strange and heterogen-
eous his sermons may be.
They are destitute of
spiritual sense, apparently,
and cannot detect errors.”

— J. C. Ryle
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Conversions are punishable
by death. — RNS

* * %

Pope Says Unbeliev-
ers Will Be Saved. —
Tempering a controversial
Vatican declaration on sal-
vation, Pope John Paul Il
said that all who live ajust
life will be saved even if
they do not believe in Jesus
Christ and the Roman
Catholic Church. The pon-
tiff, addressing some 30,000
pilgrims gathered in St.
Peter’s Square for his
weekly general audience,
strongly re-asserted the lib-
eral interpretation of the
Bible's teaching on salva-
tion that emerged from the
Second Vatican Council.
“The gospel teaches us that
those who live in accor-
dance with the Beatitudes
— the poor in spirit, the
pure of heart, those who
bear lovingly the sufferings
of life — will enter God’'s
kingdom,” John Paul said.
“All who seek God with a
sincere heart, including
those who do not know
Christ and his church, con-
tribute under the influence
of grace to the building of
his kingdom,” he said. The
pope appeared to take a far
more inclusive approach to
salvation than the declara-
tion “Dominus lesus’ issued
September 5 by the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, which serves
as the Vatican's guardian
of doctrinal orthodoxy. —
RNS

sources in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, have informed In-
ternational Christian Con-
cern (ICC) that at least
three expatriate Christians
have been physically tor-
tured in prison. The three
men are part of a group of
at least 15 Christians ar-
rested during the months of
July, August and Septem-
ber for conducting religious
services in their homes.
Though this right is prom-
ised by the Saudi authori-
ties in theory, it has not
been upheld in practice.
Ministry of Interior officials
have time and again raided
the homes of people sus-
pected of leading Christian
fellowships and have con-
fiscated their personal pos-
sessions and dragged them
off to prison. The tortured
men are from Ethiopia,
Eritrea, and Nigeria —
countries Saudi Arabia ob-
viously does not think will
protect the treatment of
their citizens — says ICC.
Though the Saudi govern-
ment has pledged to U.S.
officials that they will re-
lease the Christian prison-
ers, they have not yet ful-
filled their promise. Inter-
national Christian Concern
continues to call for the
immediate release of the
Christian men, most of
whose families have not
been allowed visitation
rights. — Religion Today

* % %

Internet Porn A Prob-
lem For Libraries. —
Many once peaceful librar-

as a steady stream of new
patrons — mostly male
adults but also teens and
young children — used li-
brary computers to access
hard-core sex sites. Library
staffers were forced to take
on new duties: closing out
computer screens left open
to scenes of orgies and
child sex, calming porn-ad-
dicted patrons who raged
when &l the unfiltered com-
puter terminals were in use,
and fielding questions from
children about how to view
pornography in the library.
— CC

* % %

Yellow Pages Adds
Gay, Leshian Heading.
— After three years of
pressure from gay-and les-
bian-related service organi-
zations, producers of the
local BellSouth Yellow
Pages have created a new
subject cross-reference in
this year’s phone book. On
page 572, Dbetween
“Gauges’ and “Gazebos,”
a headline announces “ Gay
and Lesbian Organizations’
and refers customersto list-
ings for associations, social
service organizations and
clubs. ... “As a company,
we have a commitment to
diversity, and it's important
to know that we conduct
ourselves as a business with
that same philosophy,”
BellSouth spokeswoman
Lynn Bress said. — The
Sword of the Lord.

* % %

What To Call Doc-

the nervous system a “neu-
rologist” or a doctor who
specializesin hearts a“ car-
diologist.” But it is now
unacceptable to use the
similarly neutral term
“abortionist” to refer to a
doctor who performs abor-
tions. “Abortion doctor” and
especially “abortion pro-
vider” have become the
media’ s acceptable descrip-
tions of abortionists, while
there are many references
to “anti-abortionists,” the
press's favorite term for
pro-lifers. The term “abor-
tionist” is precise but raw,
bringing to mind exactly
what it is these doctors do
for aliving.

* * %

Teens Are Led To
Sex. — Cal Thomas says:
“Where teens are led, they
will follow. The culture is
leading them — through
music, music videos, TV
and films — toward sexual
activity. It is always pre-
sented as fun but without
consequences.” He says
the sex industry makes
money off young minds and
bodies, and adds: “The in-
dustry would go broke if
abstinence among youth
were to become a trend.”
— CC

Cal State University
Adopts New Alcohol
Policy. — California State
University adopted some of

(See WNR on page 14)
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the nation’ s most sweeping
restrictions on college
drinking. ... The action at
the USA’s largest univer-
sity system comes nine
months after a student at
the Chico campus drank
himself to death. The
policy includes a ban on
naming events after a brand
of beer. Such activities,
popular among fraternities,
sororities and other organi-
zations, rely on funds pro-
vided by beer companies.
... CSU has 368,000 stu-
dents at 23 campuses. Of-
ficials say Adrian
Heideman, a freshman on
the Chico campus, died
while trying to drink a bottle
of brandy at a party. He
had a blood-alcohol level of
0.37%, more than four
timesthelegal limit for driv-
ing. — USA Today

* % %

Court Allows
Schools’ Minute of Si-
lence. — The Supreme

Court, confronting again the
vexing issue of school
prayer, rejected a challenge
to a state law requiring stu-
dents to observe a daily
minute of silence. The court
did not comment in turning
down an appeal from op-
ponents who contend that
Virginia's minute of silence
is an unconstitutional gov-
ernment encouragement of
classroom prayer in public
schools. The state says the
minute of silence does not
violate the separation of
church and state, because
children may meditate or

long as they are quiet. The
court’s action means the
daily minute of silence will
continue, and opponents are
left with no immediate op-
tions to challenge it. The
minute-of-silence law, en-
acted in 2000, makes the
minute of silence manda-
tory for Virginia's 1 million
public school pupils. It spe-
cifically lists prayer as one
silent activity they might
choose. The law’s pre-
amble states its purpose as
assuring that “free exercise
of religion be guaranteed
within the schools” The
American Civil Liberties
Union wrote: “ Although the
statute permits students to
engage in other forms of
silent or meditative activity
during the time period set
aside in the classroom, the
statute was enacted spe-
cifically to facilitate and
encourage school prayer at
that fixed time.” The
ACLU argued that the ap-
peals court ruling could not
be reconciled with a 1985
Supreme Court case, which
struck down a similar law
in Alabama. In that case,
the high court found that the
state was placing an offi-
cial imprimatur on class-
room prayer. At least four
other states have laws like
Virginia's, which both re-
quires the silence and links
it to prayer or religious
observance. The others are
Nebraska, Nevada, Ten-
nessee, and West Virginia
Several other states have
laws requiring school-day
silence but without mention
of prayer. In Virginia, the
ACLU’s lawsuit on behalf

mon an exciting adventure.
The advice in Luke 6:38:
“Give and it shall be
given unto you,” applies
just as much to our partici-
pation in the minister’s ser-
mon as to any other aspect
of life. here, then, are sev-
eral ways to really enjoy
the really dull sermon
Stay awake and alert.
If this suggestion sounds
elementary, well, it is. It's
a waste of time, of course,
to sleep through anything
whether it is a classroom
lecture, a radio program, a
football game a book or a
chess match. Besides,
sleeping in church is dis-
courteous and may be in-
dicative of the wrong ac-
tivities the night before.
Find yourself in the

of seven students and their
parents failed in lower fed-
eral courts. A divided
three-judge panel of the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals found the law consti-
tutional because students
may choose for themselves
how to spend the silent
time. Opponents also lost a
last-minute attempt to block
the law from being en-
forced this school year. The
appeals court “found ample
evidence that ... [the Vir-
ginialaw] has a clear secu-
lar purpose, namely, to pro-
vide a moment for quiet
reflection in the wake of
high-profile instances of
violence in our public
schools,” Chief Justice
William Rehnquist wrotein
rejecting that request last
month.

article or a television story
is to be one of the charac-
ters — vicariously, of
course. As quickly as pos-
sible try to identify with a
member of the cast. See
yourself as the hero or the
heel, the victor or the vil-
lain.

Listen critically and
analytically. Is his subject-
matter appropriate to the
general theme or text?
Does the minister give you
the impression that he is
speaking only to you or is
he merely performing ritu-
alistic exercises in preach-
ing?

Do your homework.
If you know the minister’s
subject in advance, read up
on it. The more Biblical
knowledge you can put into
a sermon the more you will
get out of it.

Observe the Congre-
gation. Are they tuned in
or turned off? Are they
nodding, napping, yapping or
clapping? An inattentive or
restless audience does not
necessarily mean that a
sermon is uninteresting or
uninspiring. Determine that
asfar as you are concerned
you are going to take an
active part in the sermon.

Summarize the ser-
mon. Do it in a sentence
you can remember and you
can tell others about.

By listening carefully to
a sermon you can gain new
insights and you can learn
how or how not to preach
a sermon.

It takes two to make a
sermon interesting, instruc-
tive and inspiring, you and
the preacher.
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Graven Upon Jehovah’sHands

By Harry J. Simms

“Behold | have graven thee upon the palms of my

hands” — Isa 49:16.

In the book of
Deuteronomy chapter six
and verse eight we read
“And thou shalt bind them
for a sign upon thine hand
and they shall be as front-
lets between thine eyes.”
The children of Israel were
instructed to bind the
commandments upon their
hands that they might ever
have them before their
face. The Lord is not for-
getful of his dear children
yet He has designed to
engrave us on the palms of
His hands that we might
ever be the objects of His
mercy and grace. This does
not allude to the foolish art
of pamistry nor to the
tattooing of images on the
hand or arm but it is the
divine engraving of His
blood-bought children re-
deemed from the pawn-
shop of sin and death. It is
like the wearing of a signet
ring or a locket-ring upon
the finger in memory of a
special friend or loved
one. God goes as far as lan-
guage can go to implant in
our minds the conviction
that however small and in-
ferior we may seem to be
we are ever still in His
mind; He always has us in
His heart. His supreme
care is for us and it abides
through all conceivable
changes and circum-
stances. Oh, that we may
behold the beauty and
splendor of the text before

us. Let us carefully analyze
every word incorporated in

the passage.

“BEHOLD”

Thisis a word of won-
der. It is intended to excite
admiration and to attract
attention. As you ride along
the highway you may see
before you a large glowing
sign advertising some prod-
uct of value or of no value.
So when you come upon
the word “Behold” in the
Bible you should read care-
fully and slowly because the
Holy Spirit wants to reveal
some important truth. When
John said, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us” he
intended to excite attention
and get the ear of the
reader.

Have you tried to com-
prehend the magnitude of
God’s love? When Jesus
said, “Behold, | stand at the
door” He intended that we
consider His position (on
the outside) whether in our
hearts or on the outside
whether in our churches or
at the door.

This is worthy of our
observation (Use your
eyes).

This is worthy of our
consideration (Use your
head).

This is worthy of our
admiration (Use your
heart).

Who is the “I” of our
text? He is the Divine Art-
ist, the designer and the
creator. David admired the
work of this great Artificer
when he wrote “When |
consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the
moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained” (Psa.
8:3). And yet again asif he
had not said enough before,
he wrote “The heavens
declare the glory of God
and t