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I am persuaded that it
is mighty easy to talk one
way and act another. | had
a letter from a very dear
friend just recently asking
me some question about
church government. | do not
know the man she was
writing about, but the story
as she gave it to me was
of this nature: Their pastor
was trying to formulate by-
laws that would put all

By R. J. Anderson

power in his hands.
Preachers do that some-
times. Sometimes they
don’t do it just that way,
but they try to be a dictator
of a church. | answered
and said this, “To preach
democracy and practice
autocracy is to rule by
hypocrisy,” and | think that
is right. I think more of an
individual who is practicing
autocracy if he will admit

it. If he will say he is a
dictator, | can at least
respect him for being
honest, but to talk “demo-
cracy,” and then to practice
something else is certainly
a hypocritical way of
carrying on a work.

We need to fix this in
our mind. The Holy Spirit
is the real administrator of
all church affairs, or vice
gerent, if you like the term

Church Government

better.

We find in Acts 1:4-5
that the early Christians are
warned not to go forward
in any type of work until
the Holy Spirit had taken
charge to lead on. Jesus
Christ had gone back to
glory and had promised that
another of like order would
come to take up the ad-

(See CHURCH on page 18)

The Atheists Are
Right

By Donald Grey
Barnhouse

A society for the
propagation of atheism in
the United States has issued
many booklets and tracts
against God and the Bible.
One of the most interesting
of their tracts is amazingly
true.

The atheists present a
leaflet with a half dozen
portrait sketches of old men

(See ATHEIST on page 24)

Satan’s Perversions Concerning
Himself

By Roy Mason

A criminal doesn’t want
his picture published
abroad. For this to happen
is for people to be
forewarned concerning him,
and for him to be liable to
apprehension. Now Satan is
the biggest criminal that this
world shall ever know. He
is the father of all criminals,
without which there would
be no crime. Satan, like
smaller criminals doesn’t

like for people to get a true
picture of what he is like.
If he can succeed in giving
people a wrong picture of
himself, they will be
deceived and he can more
easily slip up on them. So,
he has promoted a number
of false notions concerning
himself in a deliberate
effort to deceive. Let us

(See SATAN on page 2)

The Importance
of Christian
Training

Max Jukes lived in the
state of New York. He did
not believe in Christian
training such as the Sunday
School affords. He married
a girl of like character.

From this union they
have studied 1,026 des-
cendants. 300 of them died
pre-maturely. 100 were
sent to the penitentiary

(See TRAINING on page 12)
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Quiz The Pastor -- #16

What Is The Meaning of
“Strange Flesh”

By the late Nick Michalinos

Question: | know the
meaning of flesh as
mentioned in the Bible, but
what does Jude mean by
“strange flesh” (Jude 7)?

Answer: Let me quote
Jude 7: “Even as Sodom
and Gomorrha, and the
cities about them in like
manner, giving themselves
over to fornication, and
going after strange flesh,
are set forth for an
example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire.”

First of all we see that
not only Sodom and
Gomorrha were involved in
“fornication and going after
strange flesh,” but also “the
cities about them.” Some
claim that the “strange
flesh” were the two angels
who appeared in Sodom as
men and stayed in Lot’s
home overnight, just before
the fire came down from
heaven and destroyed the

city (Gen. 19:1-3). The
perverted men of Sodom,
they say, went after these
two angels (Gen. 19:5, 9),
thus the reference of going
after “strange flesh,” the
“strange flesh” being that
of the two angels embodied
in human flesh. | don’t
believe this to be a right
interpretation of or meaning
of “strange flesh.” I want
to show first that the words
“strange flesh” do not refer
to the flesh of angels, and
secondly, what “strange
flesh” really means.

First, the angels only
went to the city of Sodom,
and yet Jude 7 reads that
“Sodom and Gomorrha,
and the cities about them
... (went) after strange
flesh.” All the cities were
guilty and committed this
sin, so we can see that
since the angels only went
to Sodom, the “strange
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flesh” sin could not refer
to the flesh of the angels
because the angels did not
visit other cities. The other
cities did not go after the
angels, yet it is said all of
them did go after “strange
flesh.” Also, God had
intended to destroy all those
cities, Sodom included, even
before the angels went to
Sodom (Gen. 18:23-32).
The sin of “going after
strange flesh” was being
committed before the
angels appeared in Sodom.
This sin was one of the
reasons God had intended
to destroy the cities.

Let’s now see what the
words “strange flesh”
mean. History and the Bible
tells us that the main sins
of these cities were those
of unlawful and unnatural
indulgences. “Strange
flesh” speaks of that which
is unnaturally committed by
those of like sex. We’re
speaking of homosexuality.
The words, “giving them-
selves over” speaks of
giving themselves com-
pletely over to this lust of
perversion. The sin of
“fornication” committed by
them shows that male and
females were indulging
together in illicit sex acts,
while “strange flesh” shows
that “men burned in their
lusts one toward another;
men with men working
(performing)_ that which is
unseemly (shameful)”
(Rom. 1:26-27). We have
the word “sodomy” in
today’s vocabulary which
shows us one of the main
sins of the city of Sodom.
This is the “strange flesh”

of Jude 7. God forbids this
abomination to take place
(Lev. 18:22) and hung the
sentence of death over the
guilty persons (Lev. 20:13).
God’s displeasure was
revealed in actual “fire”
from heaven (Gen. 19:24),
that destroyed those cities
and the inhabitants and even
that which grew on the
ground (Gen. 19:25). It is
said to be an “example” of
what God will do in the
future in judging sin (Rev.
20:11-15).

SATAN . ..
(Continued from page 1)

take a look at some of the false
notions that he has sponsored.

1. The Red Flannel
Devil. A very popular
conception of Satan is that
he is clad in a red flannel
suit — that he has horns,
hoofs and a barbed tail, and
that he carries a pitchfork.
This is the conception that
is made use of by virtually
all cartoonists who have
occasion to depict the
Devil. The whole con-
ception is a falsehood from
start to finish. The
Scriptures do not warrant
the red flannel suit, the
hoofs, horns, or the
pitchfork. Satan is pleased
to have this picture
popularized, for it deceives
people as to his true
character.

2. The Devil As All-
powerful. Many have the
idea that the Devil is
clothed with the same
attributes as God — that
he is all knowing, all

(See SATAN on page 16)
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God’s Masterpiece -- Man’s Body #2

Amazing Body Cells

By Arthur I. Brown

Continuing our study of
the Human Body we are
thinking today of the cells
which make up the body —
thirty million million of them
performing most amazing
operations as an ordered
and skilled army. If we
think of the body as a
machine — and this is
partly true, it must be
understood that the most
elaborate of machines is a
mere toy compared with
this. | prefer to think of the
body as a city or even a
kingdom, all the innu-
merable inhabitants work-
ing harmoniously, with
never a thought of going on
strike, or disobeying the
commands which are
constantly being issued from
General Headquarters. This
remarkable “GHQ” will
occupy our thought and
study again, and while we
can never understand the
mechanism, we shall see
some of the work that is
done.

These cells, again, are
often called “bricks” in the
body building, and while this
is true, in a sense, we must
remember there is a vast
difference between the
bricks which form parts of
a building, and these
microscopic and living bits
of protoplasm which con-
stitute the body. These cells
have their birth, and,

without teaching, imme-
diately begin their life-work.
They labor according to
certain definite laws laid
down for them. Some seem
to govern others, and others
are instantly obeyed. What
a family!

There are carpenters,
masons, plasterers, and
plumbers, electricians,
ordinary laborers, scaven-
gers, gardeners, cooks;
servants, policemen, sol-
diers, sailors, lawyers,
merchants, and doctors.
They work independently
and yet each group is
dependent in a very real
way on other groups. If one
group of cells ceases its
work, all other groups
would die. There is no
jealousy, no schism, no
division. If an enemy
strikes at one part, the
whole army of fighters is
organized to defeat the
invader. They always
present a united front. This
is exactly what we read
about in the 12th chapter
of Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians. I wonder how
Paul was so well informed?
This is what he writes:

“For the body is not one
member but many. If the
foot shall say, because | am
not the hand, I am not of
the body; is it not therefore
not of the body. And if the
ear shall say, because | am

not the eye, | am not of the
body; is it not therefore not
of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where
were the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where
were the smelling? But now
hath God set the members
each one of them in the
body, even as it pleased
him. And if they were all
one member, where were
the body? But now, there
are many members, but one
body ... those members of
the body which seem to be
more feeble are necessary:
and those parts of the body
which we think to be less
honorable, upon them we
bestow more abundant
honor ... God tempered the
body together ... that there
should be no schism in the
body; but that the members
should have the same care
one for another. And
whether one member suf-
fereth, all the members
suffer with it; or one
member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it.”
What an unexpected
explanation of the unity of
the body parts and their
beautifully coordinated
activities! | shall not take
time to draw attention to all
the points that should be
noticed, but there are a few
that | cannot overlook.
First — God is the
Designer and Controller, —
“God hath set the members
each one of them in the
body, even as it pleased
him.” This is mentioned to
explain to us the complete
absence of jealousy be-
tween the various parts.
They know their Creator

and are glad to obey. “He
hath set them.”

Have you thought of the
location of the different
members? It is interesting.
How is it that the head is
on top and not where the
feet are — or in the middle
of the body facing
backwards, or some other
absurd position? An Intel-
ligence is at work, and so
places the eyes in the look-
out position where they
function most efficiently.
The arms and hands, the
limbs and the ears — the
mouth and nose, — all just
where they ought to be. Of
course they are. “God hath
set them.” No chance here.

Then, the great im-
portance of the inner
portions of the body — the
parts we might consider
“less honorable.” And the
mysterious cooperation, the
pulling together, you might
call it, of every tissue and
organ. This is an astonish-
ing modern concept which
I shall discuss at a later
time. And when you know
the changes which take
place in one organ because
of something which has
gone wrong in another
organ, — the united effort
which is instantly made
when the call for help goes
out, surely Paul did not get
this from his own mind. God
gave it to him.

This is perhaps the first
and most fundamental fact
about the human body; its
life is not a single thing. It

is made up of an immense
number of individual units,

(See BODY on page 16)
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The Eternal Security of the Believer -- Part 2

100 REASONS AND 100 SCRIPTURES PROVING THE
ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER

By M. L. Moser, Sr.

1. The believer has eternal life.

John 10:28: “And | give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.”

2. The believer has everlasting life.

John 5:24: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, he that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”

3. The believer cannot perish.

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

4. The believer is kept by the power of God.

1 Peter 1:5: “Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time.”

5. The believer is born of God.

John 1:12-13: “But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.”

6. The believer has been passed from death unto
life.

John 5:24: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”

7. The man who believes shall be saved.

Acts 16:31: “And they said, Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”

8. The believer has been saved.

Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not
of works, lest any man should boast.

9. The believer is hid by God in Christ.

Colossians 3:3: “For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God.” Can the devil find that which God
hides?

10. The believer will follow Christ.

John 10:27: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know

them, and they follow me.” Following Christ can one be
lost? Have we any right to add to God’s Word by inserting
“if” to the passage?

11. The believer is God’s sheep.

John 10:2-4: “But he that entereth in by the door is
the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth;
and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own
sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And when he
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and
the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.”

12. The believer will not follow a stranger.

John 10:5: “And a stranger will they not follow, but
will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers.” If the sheep follow Christ and will NOT follow
a stranger, how can they become lost?

13. The believer will not listen to the voice of
a stranger.

John 10:5: “And a stranger they will not follow, but
will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers.”

14. The believer will flee from a stranger.

John 10:5: “And a stranger will they not follow, but
will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers.” Who is the STRANGER in this passage? Is
the STRANGER not SATAN?

15. The believer is known of God.

John 10:14: “I am the good shepherd, and know my
sheep, and am known of mine.” Compare “I never knew
you” of Matthew 7:23 spoken to the lost. “And then will
I profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.” To the believer Christ says, “I
know my sheep,” to the lost, “l never knew you.”

16. The believer listens to the voice of the
shepherd.

John 10:27: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me.”

17. The believer is in Christ’s hand.

John 10:28: “And | give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.”

18. The believer cannot be plucked out of
Christ’s hand.
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John 10:28: “And | give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.”

19. The believer is in the Father’s hand.

John 10:29: “My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.”

20. The believer cannot be plucked out of the
Father’s hand.

John 10:29: “My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.”

21. The Father is greater than all.

John 10:29: “My Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.” The reference here is certainly to
the keeping power of the Father.

22. The shepherd is charged with the
responsibility of the sheep.

John 10:11-14: “I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and
fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the
sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and
careth not for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine.”

Some argue that no one can separate the believer
(the sheep) from the shepherd, but that the sheep can
wander away. What about the wandering lamb of
Matthew 18:10-14, “Take heed that ye despise not

one of these little ones; for | say unto you, that in
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my
Father which is in heaven. For the Son of Man is
come to save that which was lost. How think ye? If
a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine,
and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which
is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I
say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of
the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it
is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that
one of these little ones should perish.” What kind of
shepherd would LET his sheep wander off? Is not the
shepherd there for one purpose and one only — TO
KEEP THE SHEEP?

23. The believer is not condemned.

John 3:18: “He that believeth on him is not condemned:
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.”

24. The believer shall not come into condemnation.

John 5:24: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”

25.There is now therefore no condemnation for
the believer.

Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

[Continued next month.]

The Four Corners of the Earth

“And he shall set up
an ensign for the nations,
and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and
gather together the
dispersed of Judah from
the four corners of the
earth” (Isa. 11:1).

For many years atheists
and agnostics have sought
to discredit the Bible
because of certain phrases
that appear in the Bible.
One of these phrases is
used in this passage from
the book of Isaiah, in which

Isaiah speaks of “the four
corners of the earth.”
These infidels have ridi-
culed the phrase, based on
the fact that the earth is
round and therefore cannot
have corners.

However, in a syn-
dicated column by Hy
Gardner that appeared in
the Arkansas Gazette of
June 5, 1973 in which a
guestion was raised and
then answered. The ques-
tion and answer is as
follows:

“Q: KNOWING THE
EARTH is round, how
come they still use the
expression ‘the four corners
of the earth?” And where

are they located? —
Barbara Wennerholm, New
York City.

“A: Generally speaking,
they’re the uttermost ends,
the remotest parts of the
earth. In 1965 members of
the Johns Hopkins applied
physics laboratory named
the four corners of the earth
as being in Ireland,

southeast of the Cape of
Good Hope, west of the
Peruvian coast, and
somewhere between New
Guinea and Japan. Where
the gravitational pull is
measurably greater than
elsewhere.”

So the earth does have
four corners and the Bible
has been proven correct
once again by science, this
time by Johns Hopkins
university, one of the
world’s greatest univer-
sities. I
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Jesus Died On Wednesday

Tradition Says Friday, but the Bible Clearly Indicates That
Jesus Was Crucified on a Wednesday Afternoon

Tradition says the Lord
Jesus Christ was crucified
on Friday. In fact, every
year near Easter we have
literally hundreds of Good
Friday services all over
America.

But this is tradition,
pure and simple. The idea
definitely did not come from
a careful study of the
Scriptures.

Actually, as we see in
the Scriptures, Jesus Christ
was crucified late on
Wednesday afternoon.

There are a number of
sound scriptural reasons for
knowing this.

Friday Could Not
Have Been the Day on
Which Christ Was
Crucified

In the first place, if
Jesus had been crucified
late Friday afternoon, He
could not possibly have
spent three days and three
nights in the grave and still
have been resurrected early
Sunday morning.

At the present time our
day begins at midnight and
ends at midnight. But in the
days of our Lord, the
Jewish day began at
sundown and ended at
sundown.

If Jesus had been

By Bill Rice

crucified Friday afternoon
and put in the grave a few
minutes before sundown,
then sundown on Saturday
would have been one day
or one night and one day.
When He arose on Sunday
morning, He would have
been in the grave, at most,
a few minutes of Friday,
Friday night, Saturday,
Saturday night and perhaps
a few minutes of the day
on Sunday. This would
have totaled one night, one
day, one night, and a few
minutes Friday afternoon
and a few minutes more on
Sunday morning. There is
no way to get three full
days and three full nights
out of this.

And the Bible does
stress the fact that Jesus
was to be in the grave
three days and three
nights.

Some writers have
believed that “three days”
was simply an idiomatic
expression peculiar to the
Hebrew language and that
it did not necessarily
indicate three full days or
seventy-two hours.

But there is no way that
“three days and three
nights” could classify as
idiomatic expression. So
much stress is laid upon the
time Jesus spent in the

grave that nothing short of
three full days and three full
nights (seventy-two hours)
will do.

Jesus could have been
in the grave, perhaps, for a
longer time than three full
days, but He could not have
spent a lesser time in the
grave and still fulfill the
Scriptures.

Notice the following
four Scriptures in the Book
of Matthew:

“For as Jonas was
three days and three
nights in the whale’s
belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and
three nights in the heart
of the earth” (Mt. 12:40).

“This fellow said, I am
able to destroy the temple
of God, and to build it in
three days” (Mt. 26:61).

“Thou that destroyest
the temple, and buildest
it in three days, save
thyself. If thou be the Son
of God, come down from
the cross” (Mt. 27:40).

“Sir, we remember
that that deceiver said,
while he was yet alive,
After three days | will rise
again” (Mt. 27:63).

There are also five
references in the Book of
Mark that mention three
days.

“And he began to

teach them, that the Son
of man must suffer many
things, and be rejected of
the elders, and of the
chief priests, and scribes,
and be killed, and after
three days rise again”
(Mk. 8:31). Mark 9:31,
Mark 10:34, Mark 14:58
and Mark 15:29 all refer to
the same thing.

In Luke 24:21 the
disciples with whom Jesus
walked on the road to
Emmaus said, “... and
beside all this, to day is the
third day since these things
were done.” In other
words, three days had
passed, which indicates that
the crucifixion was on
Wednesday and Jesus was
put in the grave at sundown.

Three days could not
possibly have passed had
Jesus been put in the grave
at the beginning of Saturday
(sundown on Friday).

In the Gospel of John
there is another reference
to the three days — John
2:19, 20).

Wednesday Was the Day

So, we understand that
Jesus could not have been
in the grave three days and
three nights had He been

(See EASTER on page 7)
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EASTER . ..
(Continued from page 6)

crucified on Friday. But had
He been crucified on
Wednesday, everything
would fit perfectly.
Remember that He died
late Wednesday afternoon.
So late, in fact, they did not
even have time to prepare
His body properly for burial
because the next day was
a sabbath and He had to
be in the grave before
sundown. By hurrying, they
managed to get His body
in the grave, evidently, at
sundown. Now notice:
From sundown Wed-
nesday to sundown Thurs-
day was one night and day.
From sundown Thurs-
day to sundown Friday was
a second night and day.
From sundown Friday
to sundown Saturday was
a third night and day.
Jesus arose from the
dead early on Sunday which
would have been anytime
after sundown on Saturday
since that marked the end
of Saturday and the
beginning of Sunday.

There Were Other
Sabbaths In Addition to
the Weekly Sabbath

Another scriptural rea-
son for believing that Jesus
was crucified on Wed-
nesday is found in Mark
15:42. This verse says,
“And now when the even
was come, because it was
the preparation, that is, the
day before the sabbath....”

Notice that Jesus was
crucified on the “pre-

paration,” that is, the day
before the Passover. Many
people have misunderstood
this verse because of the
word sabbath. If He was
crucified on the day before
the “sabbath,” many sup-
pose this means He was
crucified on Friday before
Saturday. But there were
more Jewish sabbaths than
just the sabbaths that came
on Saturday!

The Jewish Passover
lasted for a week, and the
first and last days were
sabbaths, regardless of
whether they fell on a
Saturday or any other day
of the week.

The first mention of the
Passover is in Exodus
12:16. Notice what it says:
“And in the first day there
shall be an holy convo-
cation, and in the seventh
day there shall be an holy
convocation to you; no
manner of work shall be
done in them.” The first and
seventh days were to be
sabbath days — no work
was to be done. Inciden-
tally, notice also that the
Passover lamb was to be
slain on the fourteenth day
of the month (vs. 6).

In Leviticus 23:7 we
read, “In the first day ye
shall have an holy con-
vocation: ye shall do no
servile work therein.”
Again, notice it was to be
a sabbath in which no
work was to be done. It
would be the same date
each year, but not
necessarily on the same day
of the week.

Now read Numbers
28:16-18. Notice that a lamb

was to be slain on the
fourteenth day — and
eaten on the fifteenth day.
Notice, too, that the first
day was to be a sabbath
day when no work was to
be done.

What Day Was Nisan 14,
A.D. 30?

Remember, now, that
John 19:14 plainly says that
Jesus was crucified on the
afternoon that was the
“preparation of the pass-
over.” So, if we knew what
day the Passover was on
the year Jesus died, we
would know on which day
He was crucified. Most
Bible scholars agree that
Jesus was crucified in the
year A.D. 30. The prepa-
ration for the Passover was
always on the fourteenth
day of the month, and the
fourteenth day of the month
(Nisan) in the year A.D.
30 was on Wednesday,
according to the writings of
Dr. R. A. Torrey.

More than that, the
Bible says in John 12:1 that
“Jesus six days before the
passover came to
Bethany.” He had been in
Jericho, and He made the
trip to Bethany six days
before the Passover.

But if Jesus died on
Friday and you count back
six days, this journey would
have been on Saturday, the
Sabbath. And Jesus would
not have made the journey
from Jericho to Bethany on
the Sabbath because the
distance is far more than a
Sabbath day’s journey!

To believe that Jesus

was crucified on Friday, one
must believe that on the
previous Saturday (Sab-
bath), Jesus deliberately,
unnecessarily, inexcusably
broke the Jewish law of the
Sabbath by traveling from
Jericho to Bethany.

The Passover Lamb a
Type of Christ

An additional scriptural
reason for believing that
Jesus was crucified on
Wednesday is that the
Passover lamb was a type
or picture of the Lord Jesus
Christ. But this could be
true only if Jesus died on
Wednesday!

The story of the Pass-
over is found in Exodus 12.
I believe you will be
interested in noticing that
the Passover lamb was to
be one just the right size
for those who ate of it, just
as Jesus Christ is sufficient
for everyone who needs
Him. The lamb was, like
Christ, to be a male, without
blemish; and it was to be
chosen on the tenth day of
the month. It was to be kept
up “until the fourteenth day
of the same month” and
then killed that evening.

If we realize that Jesus
was crucified the day
before the Passover
Sabbath — was crucified
on Wednesday — we also
realize that Jesus fulfilled
this picture in every
particular. He was marked
for death on the tenth day
which was the day He rode
into Jerusalem. We some-

(See EASTER on page 15)
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Not Legal To Use
Full Name On Prayer
Lists. — A new federal
law restricts Australian
churches from using the full
names of members on
prayer lists without specific
permission from each
person. Churches can’t put
the names of ill members
without their consent.
Clergy can’t visit patients
in hospitals unless each
patient signs a permission
form. This will restrict
comforting the lonely and
ill. —CC

Eminem, Popular
Profane Rapper. —
Eminem had by far the
most popular, best-selling
album of 2002, selling over
7 million copies. His raps
about murdering his wife
and raping his mother take
the form to new lows of
depravity. No surprise that
this angry white male has
been called the meanest,
most violent and lawless
rapper. White teens have
become rap’s biggest
customers.

Evangelism (of Mus-

World News Roundup

A complete Index for TBC for the years
July, 1994 through March, 2003 may be
found on our web site:

www.centralbaptistchurch.org/challenge

lims) is not a “Hate
Crime”. — Sharing the
gospel in most Muslim
nations is a criminal act.
Trying to change some-
one’s religion is depicted as
hateful. Social ministry is
seen as a mere smoke-
screen. From ignorance,
some say Muslims do not
need converting because
Christians and Muslims
believe in and worship the
same God (2/03 Chr.
Today). A University of
Chicago Divinity School
professor, years ago said
Christians should not try to
convert pious Muslims to
Christianity. He said:
“Christianity is the authentic
form of religion for us in
our culture, but Islam is the
authentic form of religion
for them in theirs.” But
differences between the
two are more than merely
cultural, and it’s not a “hate
crime” to point one to the
One which has the true
gospel. — CC

* * %

Another Horrifying
Abortion Procedure. —
Congress seems poised to
restrict partial-birth abor-
tions but should also take a
hard look at the violent

“dilatio and evacuation”
(D&E) method, in which
pre-born infants are re-
moved piece by piece (2/1
World). The doctor rips the
parts of a living child out
of its mother’s womb, one
part at a time. — CC

* * %

SBC To Separate
From the BWA? — The
Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) has taken an
initial step toward dis-
tancing itself from the
Baptist World Alliance
(BWA), according to
reports in Baptist Press and
Associated Baptist Press.
The SBC will remain a
member of the BWA but
will begin developing a
“new  concept”  for
worldwide relationships that
is expected to divert money
from BWA. ... The Exe-
cutive Committee approved
reducing the SBC’s current
$425,000 annual funding for
BWA by $125,000, re-
directing it to the Em-
powering Kingdom Growth
initiative. The SBC is the
largest contributor to
BWA. ... The SBC re-
duction must be approved
as part of the SBC’s
proposed $182 million 2003-

04 budget, which will be
presented to the annual

SBC meeting in Phoenix in
June. — ABN

* * *

Write the FCC. —
Recently the Kaiser Family
Foundation publicized its
newest findings concerning
sexual content on tele-
vision. The report indicated
two-thirds of all shows
include sex, including one
in seven that portray sexual
intercourse. For viewers
alarmed by trends in TV
programming, the Federal
Communications Com-
mission (FCC) claims it
wants to hear our opinion.
(www.fcc.gov).

* * %

Court Refuses To
Review Pledge of
Allegiance Ruling. — The
9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in San Francisco
has rejected an appeal to
reconsider its decision that
the Pledge of Allegiance is
unconstitutional because it
contains the phrase “under
God.” “We may not — we
must not — allow public

(See WNR on page 11)
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_a VVoz Del Desierto

El Nuevo Avivamiento de Senales
Y Prodigios

En estos altimos dias
donde hay tanta apostacia
a nuestro alrededor, po-
demos ver como las per-
sonas son llevadas por todo
viento de doctrina siendo
engafiadas e influenciadas
por las “sefiales y prodi-
gios” que ocurren princi-
palmente dentro del movi-
miento carismatico. Estas
iglesias declaran que han
tenido experiencias sobre-
naturales con el Sefior y
que esto prueba que Dios
se esta moviendo en sus
vidas y en sus congre-

gaciones, pero nosotros los
bautistas sabemos que no
todo milagro viene de Dios.
JesUs dijo: “Entonces, si
alguno os dijere: Mirad,
aqui estd el Cristo, o
mirad, alli esta, no lo
creais. Porque se levan-
taran falsos Cristos, y
falsos profetas, haréan
grandes sefiales y pro-
digios, de tal manera que
engafaréan, si fuere po-
sible, aun a los esco-
gidos” (Mateo 24:23-24).
Ahora, ¢;qué clase de
sefiales y prodigios estan

teniendo los carisméticos en
sus iglesias? ¢A qué
milagros ellos se refieren?
Se refieren a unas extrafias
manifestaciones como por
ejemplo: gritos, llantos,
sacudimiento corporal,
caidas en trances, temblar,
calor intenso en sus
cuerpos, risa involuntaria 'y
descontrolada, cosquillas y
hasta una variedad de
sonidos de animales. Todas
estas manifestaciones se las
aplican al Espiritu Santo
diciendo que a través de
ellas reciben bendiciones,
santificacion o la uncion del
Espiritu de Dios.

Sin embargo ninguna de
estas experiencias se en-
cuentran en la Biblia por lo

cual nos lleva a la pregunta:
;de dénde vinieron estas
manifestaciones
espirituales? ¢Cual es el
verdadero origen de este

[llamado “nuevo aviva-
miento de sefales vy
prodigios?”

De acuerdo a la
historia, estas manifesta-
ciones también se veian en
los cultos paganos de la
antigua religion griega, al
igual que el de la India y el
budismo. EI movimiento de
la Nueva Era, las tribus
africanas, los indios
americanos y las personas
que hipnotizan también
hacen esto. Tampoco tene-

(Vea SENALES en la pag. 10)

Las herramientas del
carpintero tuvieron una
conferencia. ElI hermano
martillo ejercia la presi-
dencia. La asamblea le
notific6 que tenia que
renunciar, porque hacia
demasiado ruido, pero €l les
dijo: “Si yo tengo que salir
de esta carpinteria, la
hermana barrena tendra
que hacer lo mismo; ella es
insignificante y hace muy
poca tarea.”

Se puso de pie la her-
mana barrena, y declaro:
“De acuerdo, pero el
hermano tornillo tiene que
salir también. Uno tiene que
darle vueltas y vueltas antes

Colaboradores De Dios

de que sirva para algo.”
Luego dijo el hermano
tornillo: “Si ustedes lo
ordenan, me voy, pero que
salga el hermano cepillo
también. Todo su trabajo es
en la superficie. No tiene
profundidad.”

A esto replicd el
hermano cepillo: “Con-
forme, siempre que también
se vaya la hermana regla.
Siempre esta midiendo a los
demas con su medida,
como si fuera la Unica
recta.” Entonces la her-
mana regla se quejo contra
el hermano papel de lija,
diciendo: “¢Y qué de é1? Es
demasiado tosco, y siempre

tiene fricciones con los
demas.”

En medio de la dis-
cusion entrd el carpintero.
Habia venido a trabajar. Se
puso su delantal y fue al
banco para hacer un pulpito
desde el cual se iba a
predicar el evangelio. En su
trabajo utilizé el tornillo, la
barrena, el papel de lija, el
serrucho, el martillo, el
cepillo y todas las demaés
herramientas. Después de
terminado el dia de su
trabajo, cuando el pulpito
estaba ya listo, se levanto
el hermano serrucho y dijo:
“Hermanos, ahora com-
prendo que todos somos

colaboradores con Dios” (1
Cor. 3:9).

iAh, cuantos creyentes
somos exactamente como
aquellas herramientas,
siempre quejosos contra
nuestros hermanos porque
no hacen las cosas segun
nuestro parecer! Todas las
acusaciones contra las
herramientas eran ciertas,
sin embargo, el carpintero
hizo uso de todas ellas. En
cada lugar donde él utiliz6
una herramienta, ninguna de
las demés podia haber
servido. jOh, cuanto cui-
dado debemos tener antes

(Vea COLA en la pag. 10)
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SENALES . ..
(Vviene de la pag. 9)

mos que imos tan lejos, el
espiritismo, la santeriay la
brujeria también pro-ducen
estos tipos de mani-
festaciones. De esta ma-
nera vemos que este
Illamado nuevo avivamiento
no vino del cielo, no lo
empez6 el Espiritu Santo,
sino que mas bien viene del
ocultismo del mundo pagano
y que ha sido introducido
dentro de estas iglesias
carismaticas disfrazadas de
cristianismo.

Algunos tratan de
justificar esto diciendo que
Satands es un imitador. Con
esto tratan de decir que la
iglesia cristiana tuvo estas
manifestaciones primero y
gue Satands lo esta
imitando. Sin embargo, de
acuerdo a la Biblia y la
historia estas manifes-
taciones nunca fueron
practicadas, ni aceptadas
por la iglesia primitiva, por
lo tanto el que estd ha-
ciendo estas cosas primero
es Satanas y Dios no se va
copiar de algo que le
pertenece a Satanas, como
tampoco quiere que noso-
tros imitemos las practicas
del mundo pagano. Queda
pues comprobado que lo
que esta gente llaman “un
gran avivamiento” es en
realidad una gran apostacia
de estos Ultimos tiempos.

Hay que recordar que
Satanas y sus demonios son

espiritus engafiadores que
se disfrazan como angeles
de luz con el propésito de
confundir y engafiar a la
gente, por eso la Biblia nos
advierte en lra Juan 4:1:
“Amados, no credis a
todo espiritu, sino probad
los espiritus si son de
Dios; porque muchos
falsos profetas han salido
por el mundo.” Y ¢cémo
probamos los espiritus?
Toda experiencia espiritual
debe ser probada a la luz
de las Sagradas Escrituras
para saber si vienen del
espiritu de verdad o del
espiritu del error, no de
acuerdo a nuestras emo-
ciones o0 experiencias
personales.

En conclusion nosotros
los bautistas no aceptamos
este llamado “nuevo
avivamiento de sefiales y
prodigios” por las siguientes
razones:

1. Estas manifesta-
ciones no se encuentran
en la Biblia como algo
del Espiritu Santo, como
tampoco se encuentran
como parte de la historia
de la Iglesia cristiana.
Dios dice en su Palabra que
“no pensemos en mas de
lo que esti escrito” (1ra
Corintios 4:6). Por lo tanto
si viene un hombre o un
angel del cielo trayéndonos
una nueva ensefianza o
doctrina sin capitulo y sin
versiculo, ¢qué se supone
gue hagamos? Rechazarlo
(2da Corintios 11:4, 13-15;

Iglesia Bautista El Redentor
Central Lafayette #17, Arroyo, PR 00714
(787) 839-3669 y (787) 839-5792
Marcos A. Curet, Pastor

lra Timoteo 1:3 y 6:3-5).

2. Estas manifesta-
ciones contradicen la Pa-
labra de Dios. Han habido
personas que salen co-
rriendo de estas iglesias
cuando ven que estas mani-
festaciones parecen de
verdad efectos de gente
alcohdlica, endrogada o
endemoniada, convirtiéndo-
se asi en un obstaculo para
que las personas sean sal-
vas por el Sefior. Por lo
tanto estas manifestaciones
no pueden ser de Dios,
porque Pablo nos recuerda
que Dios es un Dios de
orden y de paz, no un Dios
de desorden y de confusidn
(1ra Corintios 14:23, 33,
40).

3. A Dios no le
agrada las mezclas. Po-
driamos mencionar varios
ejemplos en la Biblia donde
Dios no acepta, ni bendice
un culto que es una mezcla
sino que requiere una
adoracion pura y genuina.
Asi que si Dios no acepta,
ni quiere que le afadamos
nada a su culto podemos
estar seguros que tampoco
aceptaria estos tipos de
cultos carisméticos donde
se mezcla el paganismo
con el cristianismo, aungue
sea para la gloria de Cristo
(Deuteronomio 18:9-14; 1ra
Corintios 10:20-22; 3ra Juan
2). Asi que, mientras todas
estas personas buscan a
Dios en lugares equivo-
cados, nosotros sabemos
que el dnico lugar donde
podemos encontrar una
verdadera experiencia con
el Sefior es a través de la
Biblia. — Por Félix M.
Gonzalez Bulgald, Redactor

Noticias Del
Mundo

Otorgados $80,000
A Victima por Heridas
Sufridas en un Servicio.
— Una mujer que se
rompié un brazo luego de
haber sido “asesinada en
el espiritu,” durante un
servicio carismatico, fue
com-pensada con $80,000
por la Iglesia de Long
Island donde recibio las
heridas (2/21 Ala. Baptist).
El ministro coloco sus
manos sobre su frente
causandole que cayera
hacia atras. Ella alegdé que
la iglesia debid haber
colocado a alguien para
capturarla. Mejor aun, ¢por
qué no sanarla?

* * %

Dios Islamico Versus
el Dios Cristiano. — “El
Islam es una religién en
la cual su dios requiere
enviar a sus hijos a morir
por él. El Cristianismo es
una fe en la cual su Dios
envié a Su Hijo a morir
por usted.”

COLA . ..
((Viene de la pag. 9)

de menospreciar a nuestros
hermanos, una de las
herramientas de Dios!
“Antes bien los miem-
bros del cuerpo que
parecen mas débiles, son
los mas débiles, son los mas
necesarios” (I Cor. 12:22).
— Del libro “501 Illus-
traciones Nuevas.” 1
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WNR . .. now drink and smoke off Popes Say No One people. They have no an-
(Continued from page 8) campus, and under- Can Be Saved Outside of chorage and no sense of

graduates can hold dances Rome. — Many of the direction. They are without
sentiment or outcry to guide on campus. The changes Roman Catholic popes have guidance. A doctrineless
our decisions,” Judge were announced during the proclaimed “ex cathedra” people are spiritually spine-
Stephen Reinhardt wrote chapel service on February (meaning “from the less people. They have no

in Friday’s ruling, which
also said the court would
not accept any other
petitions to revisit a three-
judge panel’s ruling in June
2002 that led to national
outrage. That finding cited
the U.S. Constitution’s
principle of separation of
church and state when it
outlawed reciting the pledge
in public classrooms. “This
is a troubling development
and one that cannot go
unchallenged,” said Jay
Sekulow, chief counsel of
the American Center for
Law and Justice. “We will
work aggressively in
representing members of
Congress and citizens
from around the country
in asking the Supreme
Court to take this case,”
Sekulow added. “We’re
hopeful the high court
will take the opportunity
to address this most
important issue and
eventually uphold the
phrase ‘One nation under
God’ in the Pledge of
Allegiance.” — CNS

* * %

Wheaton  College
Allows Drinking, Smok-
ing, Dancing. — Wheaton
College recently announced
that it has changed its rules
to allow drinking, smoking,
and dancing for some of its
students. Graduate students
and faculty members can

17 (Chicago Sun-Times,
Feb. 20, 2003). School
spokeswoman Pat Swindle
said that “drinking and
tobacco use are none of the
college’s business.” Lisa
Nudd, editor in chief of the
college newspaper, said,
“We pretty much think it’s
a good change, something
that was long overdue.” —
FBIS

Dateline Finds Benny
Hinn’s Healing Found
To Be Bogus. — One of
the most famous of the
current Pentecostal healing
evangelists is Benny Hinn.
He holds the false teaching
that healing is promised in
the atonement. The Date-
line program on NBC asked
Hinn’s ministry to provide
confirmation of the 56
cases of healing that were
claimed at one of his
crusades. Hinn’s people
came up with only five
cases of what they called
“irrefutable and medically
proven miracles.” When
Dateline researched these
five cases, it found that only
one of the people involved
could provide medical
records, and her doctor
suspected that the woman
never had the Lou Gehrig’s
disease she claimed to
have been healed of. —
[Fundamental Baptist In-
formation Service -- FBIS.]

throne”) that no one can be
saved apart from the
Roman Catholic Church.
These declarations are
considered infallible by
Roman Catholic dogma and
cannot be overturned. Pope
Innocent 111, speaking at the
Fourth Lateran Council in
1215, said: “There is but
one universal Church of the
faithful, outside of which no
one at all can be saved.”
Pope Boniface VIII, in his
Bull Unam Sanctam of
1302, said: “We declare,
say, define, and pronounce
that it is absolutely
necessary for the salvation
of every human creature to
be subject to the Roman
Pontiff.” Pope Eugene 1V,
in his Bull Cantate Domino
of 1441, stated: “No one,
let his almsgiving be as
great as it may, no one,
even if he pour out his
blood for the name of
Christ, can be saved, unless
he remain within the bosom
and unity of the Catholic
Church.” Any so-called
Evangelical or Protestant or
Baptist today who affiliates
with the Roman Catholic
Church is a traitor to the
“faith once delivered to the

saints.” — FBIS
* % %
Will Not Endure
Sound Doctrine. —

Doctrineless people will
soon be directionless

great convictions to put
strength into their charac-
ters. They have no prin-
ciples for which to fight.
They do not know what
controversy means. They
have no criteria nor canons
for evaluation. They do not
sense the dangers or the
issues involved. Therefore
they are supine and soft and
easily succumb. — Baptist
Banner.

Box Thought Used
To Bury Jesus’ Brother
Studied. — Israel’s
Antiquities Authority began
studying an ancient stone
box Wednesday to deter-
mine whether it was used
to bury a man some
Christians believe was
Jesus’ brother. If authen-
ticated, the box could be
the oldest archaeological
link to the biblical figures.
Two commissions of
archaeologists, geologists
and language experts are to
study the box, which bears
the inscription, “James, son
of Joseph, brother of
Jesus,” and which some
scholars believe dates from
between A.D. 50 and 70.
—DMN

* * %

“Loose Change”
Given To Church. — A

(See WNR on page 12)
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WNR . ..
(Continued from page 11)

Minnesota man is not just
dropping a few coins into
the collection basket.
Melvin Doyle is giving his
church all of the loose
change he has collected
since his early boyhood —
worth an estimated $75,000.
The 89-year-old Doyle says
his grandfather instilled in
him the idea that every
nickel was worth saving. So
instead of spending coins,
Doyle would save them —
in jugs, buckets, jars and
bags. The quarters alone
filled 26 five-gallon con-
tainers — and that’s just
since the end of silver coins.
There also was a keg of
pre-1965 silver quarters,
3,500 silver dimes, and
sacks bulging with hundreds
of silver dollars. It took 12
men and three pickup
trucks to deliver Doyle’s
donation to St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Ply-
mouth, Minnesota, which
plans to use the money for
remodeling and expansion.
[AP]

Texas Judge Grants
Same-sex Divorce. —
Texas may not recognize
gay marriages, but that
didn’t stop a judge from
granting a same-sex di-
vorce. Judge Tom Mul-
vaney signed a divorce
decree on March 3 for
Russell Smith, 26, and John
Anthony, 34, a Beaumont
couple granted a license of
civil union in Vermont in

February 2002. No state
sanctions gay marriages, but
the Vermont Legislature
approved civil unions in
2002, giving domestic
partnerships many of the
benefits of marriage.

* * %

Domino’s Pizza Gives
Big Money To Catholics.
— Pizza mag-nate Thomas
Monaghan said he will
spend $200 million to move
his con-servative Catholic
uni-versity to rural Florida
and build a town to support
it on 5,750 acres of citrus
groves. Monaghan, founder
of Domino’s Pizza and Ave
Maria College, said he
plans to have a 750-acre
campus up and running
within four years in a rural
area just east of Naples,
Florida. Monaghan said he
will give at least $200
million of his estimated $1
billion fortune to spark the
project. — RNS

* * %

President Bush’s
Faith Is Authentic,
Huckabee Says. —
Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee and George W.
Bush have spoken on
numerous occasions about
faith. In each instance,
Huckabee said he’s come
away from the conver-
sations with a profound
appreciation for the faith of
the nation’s commander-in-
chief. “One of the things
that impressed me about
President Bush is that
when he talked about his

faith to me personally ... he
didn’t just talk about a
vague and generic rela-
tionship with God. He spoke
very candidly and very
specifically about his
personal relationship with
Jesus Christ,” Huckabee
said in a recent interview.
Huckabee, 45, and Bush
became acquainted while
the two served as
governors of neighboring
states. Huckabee was re-
elected to another four-year
term in Arkansas last
November. Huckabee, a
former Southern Baptist
pastor, said he finds the
candidness of the president
refreshing, and remarked
that Bush doesn’t treat faith
lightly or as if he “has this
connection with the man
upstairs.” Bush, he said,
has always spoken “openly
about repentance of sin and
his personal commitment to,

his faith in and his
confidence in Jesus Christ
as his Savior. ... | think he

is as authentic as anyone
I’ve ever been around in
terms of his faith,”
Huckabee said.

* * %

P.O.D. Guitarist Is
Replaced. — The
Christian rock band P.O.D.
(Payable on Death), one of
the successful “cross-over”
acts that is popular in the
secular field as well as the
contemporary Christian,
replaced its guitarist in
February. When Marcos
Curiel left the band, he
testified that P.O.D. is a
party band and that he is

tired of pretending to be
one thing for the fans and
then acting differently
behind the scenes. He said:
“l hate the facade of
putting on a mask in front
of fans and then behind the
scenes acting like someone
else. | just want to be
myself all the time.” He
challenged P.O.D. fans
that think the members of
P.O.D. live consistent godly
lives: “Dude, what do you
think P.O.D. does behind
the scenes? Do you think
they’re angels?” (MTV
News, Feb. 19, 2003).
Parents who think that
Christian rock is a safe
alternative for their children
are sadly deceived. -- FBIS

TRAINING . ..
(Continued from page 1)

for an average of 13 years
each. 190 were public
prostitutes. There were 100
drunkards. The family cost
the state $1,200,000. They
made no contribution to
society.

Jonathan Edwards lived
in the same state. He
believed in Christian
training. He married a girl
of like character.

From this union they
have studied 729 des-
cendants. Out of this family
have come 300 preachers,
65 college professors, 13
university presidents, 60
authors of good books,
three United States con-
gressmen, and one vice
president of the United
States; and outside of

(See TRAINING on page 13)
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Hummingbirds and Evolution

By Eugene Halonen

During the week of
February 12, 1989, public
television channels pre-
sented a beautiful docu-
mentary on hummingbirds.
The material included
spectacular and unchal-
lengeable proofs of creation
that the narrator repeatedly
described as adaptations
due to evolution. He stated
that in the tropical rain
forest there are species of
flowers, which, because of
their peculiar design, can be
pollinated only by hum-
mingbirds with bills of
matching design.

One flower is curved,
preventing insect polli-
nation. Only one particular
species of hummingbird
with a matching curved bill
can penetrate to the stigma
and can thus pollinate the
flower. The other is a large
flower, 6 to 8 inches long,
which can be pollinated only
by the Sword Bill Hum-
mingbird whose bill is
longer than its body length.

Each of these flowers
is dependent for its very
existence, therefore, on the
hummingbird that pollinates
it. And each hummingbird,
as well, is dependent for its
existence on the flower that
it pollinates — the bird must
have the flowers’ nectar to
sustain its life.

Since the flowers have
no perches, the tiny birds

must hover at the flower’s
opening with wings beating
1200 times per minute, and
heart beating 398 times per
minute. The hummingbird
uses such an enormous
amount of energy while
hovering, that it must feed
every 3 to 5 seconds.

Evolution (transmuta-
tion) requires millions of
years (and hundreds of
thousands of transitional
fossils for each transmu-
tation according to Darwin)
to progress from a simple
amoebae to a creature as
amazingly complex as a
hummingbird. Consider,
too, the astronomical odds
against a specific species
of flower and a specific
species of bird, from two
totally different kingdomes,
appearing on the scene at
the very same instant. But
the stark reality is that if
both flowers and hum-
mingbirds were not there,
together, fully developed
and fully functioning, at
the very same moment in
time, both species would
quickly die!! The hum-
mingbird without the
flowers’ nectar would falter
and fall to its death within
10 seconds or so; and the
flowers would wilt and die
shortly thereafter, having
no pollinator to keep them
alive.

You might well ask,

“What does the hum-
mingbird do at nightfall
when the flowers close?”
Would you believe that
evolution, in its omniscience
and mercy, has provided the
hummingbird with the ability
to perch firmly on a branch,
then slow its heart rate to
36 beats per minute, and
then reduce itself to a state
of torpor where energy
consumption is almost nil?

Isn’t evolution amaz-
ing? Without a mind of its
own, evolution has some-
how managed (thru the
evolutionary magic of
“natural selection,” *sur-
vival of the fittest,” and
“millions of years™) to bring
together two marvelously
complex species, a flower
from the Plant Kingdom
and a Hummingbird from
the Animal Kingdom, and,
in its eternal wisdom and
goodness, evolution mira-
culously brought them forth
(after millions of years) in
the same split second in
time, fully developed,
perfectly compatible, ready
to serve each other, and to
live happily together for all
time. Although mindless,
evolution is clearly a kind
and caring father!

The Lord Jesus had
some fitting words appli-
cable to those who would
promote such science,
“falsely so-called,” Mat-

thew 23:24, they are “blind
guides who strain at a gnat
and swallow a camel,” and
Matthew 15:14, “ ... they
are blind leaders of the
blind.”

And finally, please
understand, if evolution
cannot explain the origin of
the universe (and it cannot)
and of all life therein (and
it cannot), then there is only
one possible alternative, “In
the beginning, God created
the heavens and the earth”
(Gen. 1:10, and “Adam
called his wife’s name Eve
[Eve means “life-giver” in
Hebrew] because she was
the mother of all living.”
— Christian News, March
27, 1989 I

TRAINING . ..
(Continued from pge 12)

questionable character, the
family has not cost the state
a single dollar. The dif-
ference in the two families:
Christian training in youth
and heart conversions to
Jesus Christ. — Copied.

You can fool all
the people some of
the time, and you
can fool some of the
people all the time
— but you can’t
fool God any of the
time.
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“It’s like this: I'm a
woman and a mother before
I’m a soldier.” — Spec. 4
Robin Williams, 360th
Transportation Company,
U.S. Army, at a military
base somewhere in Saudi
Arabia.

Specialist Williams,
mother of two, couldn’t hold
back the sobs as she talked
about her family back home
in the States.

“Out here | think more
about my family than my
job. And, yes, that could
affect my performance if
things got intense here,” she
told a reporter for the
Colorado Springs Gazette
Telegraph.

She talked about the
lack of privacy; how the
female soldiers never quite
get used to changing their
clothes in front of the men
in the co-ed tents. Still, it’s
better than dressing in a
foul latrine.

“I’m used to it,” she
says. “Most of the men
know me and don’t pay
much attention. But my
husband wouldn’t like it if
he knew.”

Women in the men’s
latrine? Husband wouldn’t
like it? Children are
miserable? A soldier
weeps?

Is Spec. 4 Williams a
whiner, or what? Has
feminist rhetoric outrun
female reality?

We’ve all heard about
the military service as equal
opportunity employer. But
that means teaching men
and women together how
to work a computer, see

Life In the Co-ed Tents

Washington Times,

December 13, 1990

the world or refuel an
airplane. What’s going on?

Feminism isn’t thriving
in the desert, where
mothers who want to be
home suckling their babies
have only an intimate life
in a tent with Willie and
Joe, which brings out the
sexual frustrations of
everyone. The only other
women are veiled and
forbidden, constant re-
minders of hidden sexuality.

Women of the 360th,
noting that the Army
furnishes condoms along
with the rations and ask
nervously: “Who do they
think those guys are going
to use them with — the
ladies in veils?”

Rumors fly that certain
female soldiers are selling
their sexual favors, and one
female reporter describes
how the couples wrapped
in each other’s arms deep
in the dunes give new
meaning to armed services.

Feminists have got what
they said they wanted —
equal rights for male and
female to be deployed
together. But the cost of
those equal rights for the
parents often has to be
borne — equally, pre-
sumably by their
abandoned male and female
children.

A soldier who gives
birth enjoys six weeks of
maternity leave, and then
she’s told to be ready to

ship out just like a man. A
soldier of a different sex
could cry discrimination.

“l have to say it
because it doesn’t fit with
the whole scheme of the
women’s movement, but |
think we have to reconsider
what we’re doing,” Lori
Moore, a former sergeant,
told the New York Times.
She was a “gung-ho
careerist? until she
recognized the suffering
that would befall her three
children — ages 3 years, 2
years, and 9 months — if
she were to leave them.
She settled for a general
(less than honorable)
discharge.

“I’m afraid the children
are the unsung victims of
Operation Desert Shield,”
she says. “There’s no
guestion that women can do
this. The question is
whether we should.”

At least four of the 22
women scheduled to leave
with the 360th were found
to be pregnant, all for less
than six days, when their
regiment was called up.

“l can’t say whether
they did it on purpose to
get out of this, but they
knew we were going for
more than a month,” says
Capt. Steve Fraunfelter,
commander of the 360th.
So “equal rights” comes
with an asterisk, too.

Women, of course, are
not authorized to engage in

combat, but if war breaks
out in the desert that may
be a distinction without a
difference, since the
women who supply the
front will be as vulnerable
to Saddam Hussein’s gas
and bugs as the men.

Rep. Patricia Schroe-
der, the Colorado Democrat
who is so eager for other
women to fight that she
introduced legislation en-
abling them to serve in
combat units, says the
problem lies not in
women’s capabilities, but in
the failure of the military
to provide “family care
plans.” She warns against
“Mommy tracking” in the
military.

We could, of course,
assign battalions of baby
sitters (the Nanny Corps?)
to provide day care in the
desert. Moms could nurse
between maneuvers. The
children of combat (the
Baby Bombers?) could
build Saudi Arabian sand
castles. Everybody would
be happy until the bombs
begin to fall. For this, we
go to war?

[Though this article
was written in 1990, do you
think that conditions and
circumstances are better or
worse than they were then?
I am sure that if anything,
they are worse — Editor}

What Will This War Cost?

A friend of mine raised
the question, what will this
war cost? He was talking
about pure dollars, not lives,
and my reply that was that
neither peace nor war is
cheap. Freedom, however,
is priceless
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. an unfortunate word when  Pro-Life \/s. Pro- out of the womb.

Llfe applied to life. Truly Roe vs. Wade has

4. Three letters of Death made our nation, a nation

What is life? “life” can be made to spell with bloody hands, a nation

Life means everything.
Life is what one makes it;
nothing more, and nothing
else.

Let us dissect the word
“life” and see what it may
mean.

1. Take the “I” out of
life and you have no life.
Most people seek to have
a life without assuming
personal responsibilities of
life itself.

2. To re-spell the word
“life” and you can spell
“file” with the same letters
— just a jumbling of the
word. That is what most
people do with life, just
jumble it. Too, “file” sug-
gests a mere routine
course. That is the process
of many a life.

3. “If” is at the center
of “life.” Most people treat
life as to make it a
continuous “if” from the
cradle to the grave.
Everything would have
been different “if.” “If” is

“lie.” A lie is a falsehood,
a term describing dis-
honesty. A lot of people
think that this is the whole
of “life,” when as a matter
of fact it is just an
accidental part of the word
“life.” The person who
looks at life in this manner
is never a dependable
factor in human Ifie as a
whole, and in the end will
prove a disappointment to
self. To forfeit a right to
one’s fullest confidence is
a serious trait of life.
Indeed:

“The truth is not believed
From one who often has
deceived.”

5. “Life” is a word
complete, suggesting that
every life should be lived
in complete accord with the
will of God, our Creator.
Such a life will be to live,
which is merely substituting
“v” for “f.”

Life is a responsibility,
a privilege. 0

Do You Want To Know How To
Carry On Church Services?

You know the age-old
saying, “If you want to
know how to raise children,
ask some old maid.” If you
want to know exactly how
to carry on the work of the
church, ask someone who
never attends.

There are old moss-
back drunkards and dope-
heads that know more in a
minute about how the

church should be “run” than
members with 40 years of
experience. There are
members that do not
average giving a dollar a
year to the work that can
tell more about the financial
affairs than deacons with
50 years of experience in
church affairs.

Smart! Boy those
fellows know it. I

The Pro-Death people
who like to call them-
selves Pro-Choice, which is
a misnomer, are celebrat-
ing 30 years of Roe vs.
Wade, that when legalized,
allowed the murder of the
unborn.

Their celebration arises
out of the fact that they
have been able to legally
murder 42 million unborn
human beings. What a
terrible holocaust this has
been. The number of babies
slaughtered is just about
equivalent to one-seventh of
the total population for this
nation of ours.

What has happened to
the conscience of
America? Without a tinge
of human compassion, the
Pro-Death people celebrate
the merciless killing of
innocent unborn babies,
while many of them at
the same time lobby, pro-
test and demand the
death penalty be abolished
as cruel and unusual
punishment and that it be
declared illegal as a
means in punishing capital
crimes.

Millions of young adults

who should be in the
work force today — in our
military, in various

professions, paying social
security, income taxes and
being a solid segment of
our society, never get a
chance to make their
contribution. They were
murdered before they got

who must one day have a
day of reckoning with God,
who is Holy and the giver
of life.

The only consolation we
can draw from this horrible
situation is that these
millions of unborn souls are
in heaven and those who
terminated their lives, with
the approval of the
Supreme Court, if they do
not repent and receive
Christ as their Savior, will
stand before the Great
White Throne and hear it
said, “Depart from me ye
cursed into everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and
his angels.” I

EASTER . ..
(Continued from page 7)
times call this His
“triumphant entry.”
Incidentally, this day
was on Saturday, and He
had come from Bethany
which was, we are told, “a
sabbath day’s journey”
(Read Luke 24:50, then

Acts 1:12).
Just as the Passover
lamb was going to be

observed from the tenth day
until the fourteenth and then
slain in the evening, so
Jesus was watched from
His entry into Jerusalem
until He was arrested in the
Garden of Gethsemane (on
Tuesday night), and He
was put to death Wed-
nesday afternoon.

(See EASTER on page 23)
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SATAN . .. the Bible, think that the place of bright lights, and BODY ...
(Continued from page 2) Devil is at present in hell. gaiety and laughter, where (Continued from page 3)

powerful, and ubiquitous —
that is, he is everywhere at
the same time. These things
are not true. Satan is not
all powerful, although he is
more powerful than mortal
beings. He is not all
knowing, and he is not
omnipresent. With a host of
demons under his control,
he does pretty well patrol
this world, but he is not
everywhere in the sense
that God is everywhere.

3. The Devil As A
Myth. Satan would like for
people to think that he is
not a real person — that
he is like Santa Claus, a
mere myth. Modernists
would have us believe that
Satan is a product of the
superstitious minds of an
ignorant past, and that
educated people don’t any
more believe in his reality.

4. The Devil As
Already In Hell. Many
Bible believing people, but
people who know little of
e A\

Love Answers All

Where there is love
There must be faith,
And where there’s faith
There’s peace indeed.

Where there is peace
There must be God—
And where there’s God

There is no need.
\ Y,

Why get married? It
often kills a beautiful
friendship.

They think that he is the
king of Hell. The truth is,
the Bible teaches that the
Devil is not now in Hell.
He is spoken of as “the
prince of the power of the
air.” He dwells in the
region about this earth, and
has access to this earth. No
one is in Hell yet, so far as
we know. The first persons
to be cast into that place,
will be the “Beast and False
Prophet,” at the beginning
of the Millennium (Rev.
19:20). Later, after the
Millennium, Satan will be
cast into the same place
(Rev. 20:10). Following the
last judgment, the wicked
shall be cast into the same
place (Rev. 20:15). Satan
shall not be the king of Hell
— bossing the place. He
will be a prisoner there, and
shall receive punishment
“and shall be tormented
day and night forever and
ever” (Rev. 20:10).

Contrary to popular
notion, Satan does not
present himself as a
repulsive creature. He uses
the most attractive in-
struments possible to
deceive and delude people.
In the Garden of Eden, he
used as his tool the serpent
— not then a snake — but
the “most subtle of all the
beasts of the field.”

Paul speaks of him as
“transformed into an
angel of light” (For even
Satan is transformed into an
angel of light). He doesn’t
present the old stumble bum
drunk to his intended victim,
but he helps him to see a

cocktails are served in
beautiful glasses. He shows
his intended victims a
primrose path, but keeps
them from seeing the misery
at the end of that path.
Satan ever seeks to get,
even those who are
Christians, to establish
friendly relations with the
world, which is under
Satanic domination. Thus a
brewery surrounds itself
with a beautiful garden, with
birds and animals and costly
shrubbery, and says, “Come
and visit this beautiful place
which we have placed at
your disposal.” This
shrewdly popularizes the
brewing business and
establishes good will.
Consequently a Tampa
brewery has a larger group
on the brewery grounds at
church time Sunday, than
any church has.
Multitudes have swal-
lowed the subtle lie that the
Devil is able to give one a
better good time than the
Lord can give. People don’t
couple the Devil’s hame with
vile epithets. They don’t
curse the Devil, but they
curse God and couple the
name of Jesus with every
vile expression imaginable.
Their attitude is that God is
trying to keep people from
having a good time while the
Devil is making life
attractive to people. These
poor dupes don’t see the
miserable end of Satan’s
followers. Bad health,
wrecked lives, ruin and Hell
is at the end of every Devil-
led life. I

microscopic in size, each
having a structure of its
own, a function of its own,
and a life of its own. So
small are they and so
numerous, that in a drop
of blood as large as a
small pin-head, there are
five million of them.

A whole army of cells
is employed for almost
every function in the body;
and such collections of
cells of the same kind are
known as tissues. There
are muscle cells which act
by contracting or shor-
tening, nervous tissues to
conduct impulses and
carry electric discharges,
cartilaginous, and fibrous
tissues to bind the body
parts together, and so on.

As the population of
the country is divided
between different towns,
and in every town,
between different trades,
so the body is built up of
different organs, each
organ contains several
kinds of tissues; and,
finally, each tissue is
formed of individual cells.

But here the com-
parison between a country
and our body ends. In the
sphere of human society,
individuals and classes and
nations trample upon and
jostle one another, and by
their stupidities and crimes
injure if they do not
destroy themselves and
their fellows. Even in the
body, revolution is not un-

(See BODY on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16) with wonder at this of cells, millions of them, In 1 Corinthians,

known. When this happens
certain cells of a peculiar
type multiply in reckless
profusion at the expense
of their neighbors who rally
to the battle but are
overcome. This is cancer.
This is the exception
however, which proves the
rule, that nearly always the
cells are orderly and do not
overstep the bounds laid
down for them.

Let us go back to the
beginning of a human body
— the union of two sex
cells, one male and one
female. The female sex cell
is the largest cell in the
body, 200 times the size of
the male cell. But even
at that it weighs only
1/200,000 gm. It is stored
with granules of sugar,
starch, and protein for
nutrition of the future
organism during  the
early stages of its
development.

In its interior are about
fourteen chemical elements,
mainly in various combi-
nations: Carbon, Hydrogen,
Oxygen, Nitrogen, Sulphur,
Phosphorus, Chlorine, Po-
tassium, Sodium, Calcium,
Magnesium and Iron, with
small amounts of Fluorine
and lodine, and infinitesimal
amounts of a few others
sometimes.

These are the elements
found in the earth, and
when we read that 139th
Psalm and the 15th verse
in which mention is made
of the body being curiously
wrought in the lowest parts

revelation away back in
the time of David. Who
would ever associate the
elements of earth with the
beautiful protoplasm, the
basis of all life. That,
again, is of God.

Here then is the
strange picture. Two tiny
cells come together, a
process known as fer-
tilization, and a new in-
dividual begins to form in
a manner which is wholly
beyond our understanding.
It is nothing but a miracle
which has happened
millions of times through
the ages past. This first cell
divides and becomes two
— two become four, four
become eight and so on
until there are millions.
You would be lost in a
maze of technicalities if |
attempted to describe in
detail the embryological
process.

At this moment of
fertilization there has been
determined not only the
existence of a new human
being, but also the sex and
individuality. By the union
of sperm and ovum he has
inherited a mixture of the
physical traits of both
parents, as well as those
hereditary traits which he
in turn will transmit to his
offspring.

During the first thirty
days of human life, we
grow from an egg so small
as to be barely visible, to
a young human embryo
almost one-fourth of an
inch long. It has increased
50 times in size and 8000

have gone about their
business, a group collecting
in one corner of the tiny
individual and constructing
a one-chambered heart,
very simple at first but able
to beat rhythmically and to
pump the fluid needed for
the nourishment of the body
throughout every part; other
thousands of cells separate
themselves and form arms,
legs, organs, tissues, and all
the parts which make up
the body machine.

How can we explain
the exactitude of this
complex series of ope-
rations? You, tell me it is
the Law of Nature. What,
then, is Nature? If Nature
be the same as God, why
not use the latter name? If
it is not the same, what is
it? And there is no answer
in my question. God is
more than a law and a
principle. He is a Person.

I shall follow this
development in the next
article and with each
succeeding glimpse, the
wonder increases. This
study will lead us I trust, to
an increased appreciation
of the value of these
bodies. If it does even that,
we will have benefited.
But, more than that, it will
cause us to feel a sense of
gratitude to God for His
care of us and the infinite
wisdom that made us. If we
are Christians we have
taken into our bodies a
notable Guest. How often
we forget this. Let me tell
you what | mean, or permit
the Bible to explain this

chapter six and verse 19, |
read: “Know ye not that
your body is a temple
(sanctuary) of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom
ye have from God; for ye
were bought with a price:
glorify God therefore in
your body.”

Ordinarily we do not
give much thought to the
blessed Holy Spirit, the
third Person of the Trinity.
The Holy Spirit, remember,
is a Person, not a mere
principle, and when we
come into the family of God
this is the first change that
takes place. He comes in
to live with us. He seeks
complete possession in
order to utilize every power
and every portion of this
body for the honor and
exaltation of Jesus Christ.

Christian, have you
thought much about Him
today? Have you conversed
with Him? Why neglect this
great opportunity and make
light of this signal honor that
has been conferred upon
us? He has come to visit
us and to remain as our
distinguished Guest. He will
guide and direct every life,
if we let Him.

But those who have
never yet linked up with
Christ know nothing of the
Holy Spirit’s indwelling, of
course. He will protect this
body if it is a yielded body.
That is worth while, do you
not think? Why not give
Jesus Christ a trial? HE’S
WONDERFUL!

[Next month: “How
The Body Begins.”]
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(Continued from page 1)

ministrative affairs of
church life, and for them to
act before the Holy Spirit
took His place in the church
would certainly have been
contrary to the will of God.
Acts 13:2 shows us very
clearly that the Holy Spirit
placed the first missionaries
in the church. Acts 20:28
shows us that the Holy
Spirit set the overseers or
pastors over the church.
We could spend the whole
time in talking about the
ministry of the Holy Spirit
as He guides and directs
the affairs of church life,
and spend it profitably, but
the particular phase of
church government that we
wish to study this evening
is the part that the church
has in her own government.

We grant that the Holy
Spirit should be leading
them at all times, and that
He is the administrator, but
there is that part which
appears to men, the actions
that the church takes, the
way that the church moves
forward, the way their
business affairs are
conducted.

I think it is commonly
agreed that we have three
forms of government. This
is true in the secular as
well as in the religious
world. There is the
autocratic, the repre-
sentative, and the demo-
cratic, and of course we
might have some forms
which are something of a
mixture of these three. We
also find that there are

three phases of govern-
ment, the legislative, the
executive, and the judicial.
The church doesn’t have
one thing to do with the
legislative phase of her own
government. The legislative
branch of government
makes the laws. For
instance, we realize that the
Legislature of this State
makes our State laws. The
Legislature of the United
States makes laws for the
United States. And these
laws, if they are con-
stitutional, are to be
obeyed. So far as law is
concerned the church
cannot make one law
without going contrary to
the will of God. I think that
it would be folly to even
suggest that God would
establish a church, that He
would promote the affairs
of the church, that He
would be interested in all
of its advancements; and
yet have no plans for its
government, and yet we
have some who seem to
believe that God left no
plan for governing the
church, so they proceed to
make laws for the church.
Any church that makes
laws, to the extent it makes
laws for itself is an outlaw
to God’s laws. God made
the laws for the church to
operate under. We have no
choice in regard to the
matter, other than to obey
the laws that God has laid
down.

Now, if God established
an autocratic form of
government, then we ought
to abide by it. If God
established a representative

form of government, then
we ought to abide by it. If
God established a
democratic form of govern-
ment, then we ought to
abide by it. | think that we
can establish by God’s
Word this fact. God’s form
of government as laid down

in the Scripture is a
democratic form of
government.

While we do not

operate in the legislative
realm, the church does
operate in the executive
and judicial realm. It is the
function of the executive
realm of government to
enforce the laws. For
instance, your police and
your sheriff function in the
executive realm  of
government. A policeman
doesn’t make the law. He
has no right to change it in
any way. He can’t tell you
that you dare not move
forward when the traffic
light turns green. He can
harm you for doing it. But
you try to cross when the

to cross when the light is
red. He is only enforcing
the law when he said, “You
cannot do that.” He can’t
change the law, he can only
enforce the law that is
made. If you contend that
you were not violating the
law, then you can go to the
judicial branch, you go
before the judge, and your
case is laid before him. He
listens to the evidence
presented for you and
against you. He decides
whether or not you have
violated the law, and if the
evidence proves you
haven’t violated the law,
then he says, “You are
free.” But if the evidence
proves you have violated
the law, then he passes
sentence  upon you
according to the law you
have broken.

The church functions in
the department of the
executive and the judicial.
God gave the laws and it is
our duty to see that the laws
are enforced. God gave the

light is red, and the laws and it is our duty to
policeman has a right to see that the laws are en-
arrest you. Why? The law

says that you have no right ~ (See CHURCH on page 19)
fa ~)

To Do Thy Will

No service in itself is small;

None great, though earth it fill;

But that is small that seeks its own,
And great that seeks God’s will.

Then hold my hand, most gracious God;
Guide all my going still;

And let it be my life’s one sin,

To know and to Thy will
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forced. We wouldn’t think
much of a policeman that
let people drive through the
red light just whenever they
wanted to, and we don’t
think much of the
policeman that just lets you
turn right around in the
middle of the block, and
says, “Well, 1 don’t want
to hurt your feelings, |
guess | will just let you
go.” But that is about the
way we treat God’s laws.
We want to be so nice that
we would insult God to
please man, and it is
actually true that a man can
violate a large portion of
God’s laws in the average
church and rest assured that
nothing is going to be done
about it. We break down
on the executive part when
we allow this. It is the duty
of the church to take
violators in hand, and when
they take them in hand, to
try the case on the basis of
God’s Word. When it is
proven that they have gone
contrary to God’s Word, the
church acting in the judicial

capacity passes sentence
upon the individual. Please
remember there are three
phases of government, and
two of them are committed
to the church, the executive
and the judicial.

Let us note some things
in regard to the church in
action. | think possibly I
better begin with the 18th
chapter of the Book of
Matthew. There are two
things we particularly want
you to note. | want some-
body to find for me as
quickly as you can (you
won’t get it done tonight,
but as soon as you can find
it, you tell me where it is),
those verses in the Scrip-
ture that puts the executive
and judicial power to the
hands of a committee or a
board inside or outside of
the local church. Whenever
you find it I want it. | have
been looking for it a long
time and haven’t found it
yet. | have exactly the same
contempt for a group of
people inside of a church
who think that they are a
board or a committee to
control the affairs of the
church that | have for a

7

The Smile That Shines Through Tears

It is easy enough to be pleasant

When life flows by like a song,

But the man worthwhile is the one who can smile
When everything goes dead wrong;

For the test of the heart is trouble,

And it always comes with the years,

And the smile that is worth the praises of earth
Is the smile that shines through tears.

N

board outside of the church
that tries to exercise that
power. It doesn’t make any
difference what man,
woman, or a group of men
or women think they have
the power to govern the
church, if they are on the
inside or the outside, they
are both acting contrary to
the Word of God, and they
are dangerous to the life of
the church.

Now let us note what
Jesus has to say on the
subject of how church
difficulties are to be
handled. In Matthew 18:15-
18 we read:

“Moreover if thy
brother shall trespass
againstthee, goandtell him
his fault between thee and
him alone; if he shall hear
thee, thou hast gained thy
brother. But if he will not
hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that
inthe mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may
be established.”

Certainly the first thing
to do is to try as an
individual to settle our
difference in such a way
that it will not cause further
trouble. If that can’t be
done then we have the
privilege of selecting a few
people to help us as we try
to settle the trouble, but that
is not a committee ap-
pointed by the church to
settle it or act upon it, it is
not a committee invented
with any authority, it is only
an individual trying to find
some people who might
help him settle the difficulty
without making it too much

of a public affair and
creating too much dis-
turbance in the church.
Everybody should have
enough real genuine Chris-
tian spirit to want to settle
everything in as fine a way
as possible with as little
trouble as possible. But
supposing we can’t do it?
Now here is where the
church actually comes into
the picture:

“And if he shall neglect
to hear thee, tell it unto the
church: but if he neglect to
hear the church, let him be
unto thee as an heathen man
and a publican.”

He doesn’t say “tell it
to the pastor”’ he doesn’t
say to tell it to the deacons.
He is now talking about
when it becomes a church
matter. “Tell it to the
church.”

“And if he shall neglect
to hear them, tell it unto the
church: but if he neglect to
hear the church let him be
unto thee as an heathen man
and apublican. Verily | say
unto you, whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and
whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”

There is no other
authority. He would have
told them to take it to a
higher authority if there
was any other authority
above a local church, would
He not? If you have a case
in the Justice of the Peace

(See CHURCH on page 20)
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Court, and you are not
satisfied with the verdict
you will carry it to a higher
court, up to the Circuit
Court. If you are not
satisfied yet, you may carry
it all the way through the
Supreme Court. When you
get to the Supreme Court
there’s no place further to
go, and if there had been
anything over and above
and beyond a local church
to tell it to, He would have
told us where to go after
the local church had passed
judgment. The local church
is the only court, it is the
Supreme Court, and has full
and final authority to pass
on any matter placed
before it, and there is no
appeal from its decision.

For a church to refuse
fellowship does not mean
they declare the individual
disciplined is unsaved, they
pass only on his conduct.
As an institution admini-
stering discipline we simply
pass on their fitness to
continue as a part of the
organization, and we can
cut them off. It doesn’t
mean that we hate.

We find then that the
church makes the decision,
not a group in the church,
not the pastor of the
church, not the deacons of
the church, not a discipline
committee in the church,
but the entire church makes
the decision.

Turn next, if you will,
to Acts 1:26. Here you see
the church in the first
election that is ever

conducted in church life.
We will not give an ex-
planation of this particular
portion of Scripture, but
there is one point | am
noticing just now. How did
the church elect an official?
Here they are electing
someone to take the place
of Judas, who has betrayed
Christ and gone out and
committed suicide. Did the
Apostles say, “We hold a
special place in the church
life, the highest office. We
will just select somebody to
fill this place” Do you find
anything of that kind there?
You do not!

“And they gave forth
their lots; and the lot fell
upon Matthias; and he was
numbered with the eleven
apostles.”

The “lot” I think you
will find refers to some kind
of vote. “And the lot fell
upon Matthias; and he was
numbered with the eleven
apostles.” The point I want
you to catch is this, that the
whole body acted in the
selection. No individual
claimed any such authority,
and even the apostles as a
whole did not claim any
such authority, but the body
as a whole cast lots and
selected this man to fill this
place of high responsibility.

Next let us note the
sixth chapter of the Book
of Acts, and see how
business is conducted. The
thing that impresses me in
this passage is this, when
the apostles were told of a
need that existed in their
midst they said, “We

haven’t time to take care
of it. We haven’t time to
serve tables. It is a worthy
work and it needs to be
done, but we haven’t time.
We are pressed with two
responsibilities, to spend
time in prayer and to give
ourselves to the ministry of
the word.” So they said,
“Look out among your-
selves, seven men of
honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over
this business.”

Here is the point | want
to get before you. They laid
down the qualifications that
these men should have, but
they did not even so much
as suggest one single name,
not one. They did not even
SO much as nominate one
single individual, not one. It
clearly states the twelve
called the multitude to-
gether. They were not
afraid to trust the church
body, and I am not afraid
to trust the church body. |
would much rather trust the
church as a body than any
group that a church might
select to act as a repre-
sentative body. I never did
get let down very much by
trusting the church as a
body. So we note they
called the whole multitude
together.

They told them the type
of men who should fill the
office, and then they said,
“You look out among you.”
We are told that the
multitude was pleased.
“And the same pleased the
whole multitude.”

I will tell you what you
have done whenever you

let the multitude of the
church think you are trying
to count them out, you have
already started a fight. And
you have invited it. They
should oppose minority rule.
But when the whole
multitude sees that you have
confidence in them, that you
believe in them, that you
will trust in their judgment,
they will be pleased. The
way to get a church
displeased is to keep the
rank and file of them from
having a voice in what is
going on. And the way to
have them pleased, if they
have any judgment at all, is
to let every man, woman,
boy and girl know that they
have a voice in everything
that is being done. It
pleased the multitude, and
they did not do a bad job of
selecting either. These
seven men they selected
certainly filled the place in
a fine way. | believe the
Holy Spirit leads a church
that will be led, and if He
is not leading the church,
you are already in trouble.
You just have another
organization. If a church
isn’t Spirit led, then it just
isn’t functioning in church
capacity. It’s just an
organization of people
functioning on the basis of
human judgment rather than
on the basis of divine
guidance. The outcome of
the way the apostles
conducted this election
resulted in electing seven
men who made a glorious
success.

But let us go a little
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further and see the church
in action. We might turn
next to the 14th chapter of
the Book of Acts and the
23rd verse of the chapter.
Here we have the selection
of elders, ordaining of
elders, if you want to use
that term. Speaking here of
Paul and his co-worker it
says of Paul and Barnabus:

“And when they had
ordained them elders in
every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the

Lord, on whom they
believed.”
Now it says they

ordained them elders in
every city. That surely
sounds like Paul and
Barnabas actually did the
selecting, but when you
make a careful study of the
meaning of this word,
“ordain,” you will find it
means to designate by the
uplifted hand or pointing
with the hand. How did
they then ordain or select
them elders in every city?
They selected them by
pointing to them. That was
the ordaining. The thing |
want you to note is this.
Paul and Barnabas had
these men selected, but
even these missionaries
who had actually been used
of God to establish these
churches did not believe
they had the right to
arbitrarily appoint elders.
They trusted these new and
infant churches to select
elders by the vote method,

and apparently here it was
either a pointing to or by
the uplifted hand. You
discover this, the entire
church made the selection.

Let us turn next to the
15th chapter of the Book
of Acts and the fourth
verse of that chapter. It
states that trouble occurred
out on the foreign mission
field. How would you deal
with that? | am just big
enough fool to believe that
we will find how to deal
with every question that
faces the church if we will
study the Scripture. The
answer is there. I may fail
to find it, but it is there.
False teaching occurred on
the foreign field, and the
teachers who were doing
the false teaching had come
from the Jerusalem church,
so we find that Paul and
Barnabas went right back
to the church these false
teachers went out from.
That church was the proper
authority to deal with them.
Do you know why they
didn’t go to the board?
There just wasn’t any
board. They went to the
church. That is the point |
want you to note. It reads,
“and when they were come
to Jerusalem they were
received of the church and
of the apostles and of the
elders.” They did not say,
“we will just call the
apostles aside, or we will
call the elders aside, and
tell them privately,” but
they told it to the church.
That is where it should be
told.

Let us turn next to 1
Corinthians 5:7. You will

find here a case of an
immoral man in the church,
and the Apostle Paul calls
upon the church to take
action. He doesn’t do it
himself. He doesn’t say “I
will take action on this
matter.” Even though this
was a church he had
established, a church where
he had worked, he only told
them what should be done,
and urged them to do it.
They could refuse to do
what he urged if they saw
fit to do so. However, they
would have been wrong if
they had refused, never-
theless he instructed the
church and left the matter
with them.

Then if you will turn to
the Second Book of
Corinthians, chapter 2, sixth
verse, you will find that he
is writing about some man
that has been disciplined. |
suspect that it is the same
man, | am not quite sure.
He has suffered for the
wrong that has done, and
suffered rightly. You know,
if the church disciplines
some people they get huffy
about it and condemn the
church. By so doing they
prove that the church was
right. A man that is heart-
broken by the situation
shows not only that the
church is right, but that the
discipline has had the
proper effect upon him.
Now, discipline is for two
purposes, to protect the
good name of the church
and to make the individual
realize his wrong doing, and
bring about repentance on
his part. “Sufficient to such
a man is this punishment,

which was afflicted of
many.” It was nothing more
than a man disciplined by a
majority vote of the church.
Paul did not do it, the elders
did not do it, the majority
of the church voted upon
the question and adminis-
tered the discipline.

I hate to talk about
preachers, but sometimes
they ought to be talked
about, and | have known
some preachers that talked
long and loud about their
soundness in doctrine that
are downright dictators.
Naturally we always like to
find some Scripture to
justify ourselves with, and
most of that group turn to
the last chapter of the Book
of Hebrews. They have a
great deal to say about the
word “ruler.” It appears
there three times. They say,
“Now, there it is; the
preacher is the ruler.” Well,
he is the ruler. What does
a ruler do? A ruler doesn’t
violate the law; a ruler
doesn’t make the laws. All
in the world that a ruler
does is to see that the laws
that are written are obeyed.
It appears first in the
seventh verse:

“Remember themwhich
have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the
word of God: whose faith
follow, considering the end
of their conversation.”

If you will make a
careful study of this verse
you will find it has nothing
to say about the people then
living. He is referring here
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to those who have already
gone on before, and to the
teachings they have been
given by these leaders who
have already gone on to
their reward, and urging
those people to live true to
the teachings.

Then in the 17th verse:

“Obey them that have
the rule over you, and
submityourselves; for they
watch for your souls, as
they that must give ac-
count, that they may do it
with joy, and not with grief:
for that is unprofitable for
you.”

“Obey them that have
the rule over you,” submit
yourselves: for they watch
for your souls, as they must
give an account.” Now |
must give an account to
God as a leader; therefore
I am going to try hard to
do this one thing, see that I
accept the principles, the
precepts, the commands,
and the patterns of God’s
Word. All in places of
leadership, in that sense,
are rulers. We lay before
you the teachings of God’s
Word on the subject,
guiding you, showing you
the thing that is right, and
the thing that is wrong. We
are accountable to God to
see that truth is placed
clearly before you, so you
will understand it; then it
becomes your duty to obey
it, not my laws, but the
truths of God as | give them
to you.

Many put a dangerous

interpretation upon that
word, “ruler.” They make
it mean that the pastor is
invested with power that
makes him a dictator. This
verse does not give any
dictatorial powers to any
individual. It simply points
out the fact that he is to
place the truth before the
people, and in his executive
capacity to see that they
are properly disciplined if
they refuse to obey the
truth. That is the extent of
a ruler’s power.

Let us turn to one other
portion of God’s Word. In
the First Book of Peter, the
fifth chapter of the book,
you will find he gives some
very careful instructions to
the elders. God knew we
were going to have some
preachers in the churches
who would try to be
dictators; therefore He gave
this exhortation:

“The leaders which are
among you | exhort, who
am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a
partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed. Feed
the flock of God which is
among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willingly;
not for filthy lucre, but of
aready mind.”

Now get this please:

“Neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but
being ensamples to the
flock.”

Dictating preachers
ought to have that last
phrase burned indelibly on

their hearts and minds!
“Neither as being lords over
God’s heritage.” | don’t
know how language could
make it any clearer than
that. When 1 find a state-
ment as clear as this one, |
am not going to take a
statement that might have
two possible interpretations
and give it an interpretation
that is contrary to a clear
statement from the Word
of God. I don’t know what
is going to happen to those
preachers who act as lords
over God’s heritage, but if
they act as they should,
here is His promise to
them:

“And when the chief
Shepherd shall appear, ye
shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not
away.”

I want you to note just
one thing further. John
states in 3rd John 9, “I
wrote to the church.” We
might ask him, “Didn’t you
write to some group in the
church? Didn’t you write to
some sister or brother?
Didn’t you write to some
deacon?” His answer is,
“No. | wrote to the
church.” Diotrephes as-
sumed the authority of
acting for the church, and
it is because he acted for
the church that the Holy
Spirit has recorded to his
everlasting shame that he
put himself up as an
authority over a church
body. It is a shame for any
man to do a thing of that
kind. He seemed to have
somehow gotten such
power in the church that he

made them do what he
wanted them to do, but that
didn’t make it scriptural,
and didn’t make his conduct
acceptable to God.

In the Book of
Revelation in speaking to
the Ephesian church, he
says in the sixth verse of
the second chapter: “But
this thou hast, that thou
hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaitanes, which 1 also
hate.”

I am told by Greek
scholars the word “Nico-
laitanes” means “to lord it
over the laity.” Most of
them that | have ever read
from agree that it has that
meaning. A little bit further
on in Revelation He says
to the church at Pergamos:
“So hast thou also them that
hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitanes, which thing |
hate.”

Here you see a time
arriving in the life of the
church when there was a
sort of priestly group
beginning to lord it over the
laity, and God says He
hates it. If there is any one
place in the world that such
condition is despicable that
is in a Baptist church.
Why? Because we say we
believe in democracy, and
when we practice auto-
cracy we are bigger hypo-
crites than any group who
practice it and admit they
practice it, but remember,
God hates it regardless of
who practices it! Demo-
cracy means that the rank
and file of the church, the
entire body has the right,
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and should exercise the
right of making decisions
on all matters that confront
the church, and to be
scriptural that is the method
of government we must
use. I
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It was late in the
afternoon when Jesus died
— so late, in fact, that the
soldiers broke the legs of
the two thieves who were
crucified with Jesus in order
that they would die more
quickly.

It was important to the
Jews that the men would
die early enough to give
them time to take the
bodies down from the cross
before the Sabbath began
at sundown. Even so, by
the time Joseph of
Arimathaea and Nicodemus
took the body down from
the cross and carried it to
the tomb, there was not
enough time adequately to
prepare the body of Jesus
for burial. So they wrapped
Him in linen clothes with
the aloes and spices and
hastily put Him in the tomb.

Jesus, then, was put in
the grave at sundown on
Wednesday.

He stayed in the grave
Wednesday night and
Thursday — one day.

Thursday night and
Friday — two days.

Friday night and
Saturday — three days.

After remaining in the

the Lord arose from the
dead early on Sunday.
Sunday began, remember,
at sundown Saturday
evening.

“... To day is the third
day since these things
were done.”

It was Sunday morning,
the first day of the week,
when Jesus walked with
two disciples on the road
to Emmaus. In speaking of
the crucifixion and other
events related to the
crucifixion that had taken
place, the two said to Jesus,
“But we trusted that it had
been he which should have
redeemed Israel: and beside
all this, to day is the third
day since these things were
done” (Lk. 24:21).

Now, if Jesus were
crucified on Wednesday,
would Sunday be the third
or the fourth day “since
these things were done”?

Sunday would have
been the fourth day.

Remember, Jesus was
crucified late Wednesday
afternoon. Evidently they
began preparing His body
for burial just before
sundown. They probably
finished and put Him in the
grave just a few minutes
after sundown. If it was
after sundown, then it
would have been the
beginning of Thursday.
Now notice carefully:

The first day since
Thursday was Friday. The
second day since Thursday
was Saturday, the “third day
since” Thursday was
Sunday, or the first day of

Jesus was crucified on
Wednesday afternoon, we
find that there is no

all of the prophecies
concerning the Passover
were fulfilled to the letter.

7

A Little Talk With Jesus

A little talk with Jesus,
How it smoothes the rugged road!
How it seems to help me onward,
When | faint beneath my load;
When my heart is crushed with sorrow,
And my eyes with tears are dim,
There is naught can yield me comfort
Like a little talk with Him.

Ah, this is what I’'m wanting—
His lovely face to see;
And, I’'m not afraid to say it,
I know He’s wanting me.
He gave His life my ransom,
To make me all His own,
And He’ll ne’er forget His promise
To me, His purchased one.

I cannot live without Him,—
Nor would I if I could;
He is my daily portion,
My medicine and food.
He’s altogether lovely,
None can with Him compare;
Chiefest among ten thousand,
And fairest of the fair.

So I’ll wait a little longer,
Till His appointed time,
And along the upward pathway
My pilgrim feet shall climb,
There in my Father’s dwelling,
Where many mansions be,
I shall sweetly talk with Jesus,
And He will talk with me.

N
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and give to those pictures
the names of well known
Bible characters. The
sketches are ugly, yet carry
the names of such great
men as Abraham, Jacob,
Moses and David.

Underneath these
portraits are a few lines of
printing relating to the lives
of these men and certain
Bible statements con-
cerning them. Under the
face that is supposed to be
Abraham we read that he
was a coward who was
willing to sacrifice the
honor of his wife, Sarah, in
order to save his own skin.
The Bible reference is
given. Then the atheists
point out that elsewhere in
the Bible Abraham is called
a “friend of God.” Then
they ask what kind of a God
is the God of the Bible who
has such friends as this
dishonorable man? And
they are right in saying that
a holy God would not
remain holy and yet
fellowship with sin.

The portrait of Jacob
represents a man who is
described as a cheat and a
liar, with the proper Bible
references. Then we learn
that God wrestled with
Jacob and changed his
name to lIsrael, prince of
God. What is the character
of a God who could have
such a prince, they ask, or
who would allow Himself
to be called “the God of
Jacob”? And they are right.
If it can be shown that God
chose such men as these

without punishing their sin,
then it will go ill with the
character of God.

The atheists also
present Moses and point
out that he was a murderer
and a fugitive from justice
when the Lord Jehovah
appeared unto him and sent
him back to Egypt as His
own representative, calling
him His servant, and setting
him up as a leader of a
greater people through
whom He taught, “Thou
shalt not Kkill.” For a
murderer to preach “Thou
shalt not kill” is hypocrisy.
What kind of a God would
take a murderer for such a
message? Instead of
blessing Moses, God should
have punished him ac-
cording to the atheists. And
unless we find that God did
punish Moses’ sin, the
atheists are right.

David is also presented.
The drawing is particularly
repulsive. We read of his
adultery and the murder to
protect the adultery. We
read of his “sore that ran
in the night” in the most
horrible language, and then
we read that David was “a
man after God’s own
heart.” The atheists rightly
ask what kind of a God was
this God of the Bible who
had a heart that could find
anything to praise David.

The remarkable thing
about all this blasphemy is
that it is true. God says so
Himself. And if we had no
New Testament we would
not know how to answer.
God knew that it was not
righteous or just to forgive
guilty sinners, yet He went

right on doing it through all
the period of the OlId
Testament. And in the
Epistle to the Romans He
took the trouble to explain
that He was able to pardon
men at that time because
He knew that He was
going to justify Himself
even in the eyes of the
atheists some day.

The atheists claim that
it is not moral to forgive
sinners without punishing
the sin. God makes the
same claim. He will by no
means clear the guilty.
Every sin that has been
committed must Dbe
punished. A God, such as
the Bible represents Him,
must be both love and hate.
God is love of the sinner
and God is hate of the sin.
The atheists are right in
reminding us that we must
not forget that God is hate
of the sinner’s sin. That
teaching is more needed

today than any other. God
is hate. God hates sin.
When the atheists found a
God who seemingly did not
punish sin, they exclaimed
that they had found a proof
that there could be no such
God. A good God must
punish sin.

The atheists are right.
But God saw a way
whereby the sins of the
saints could be punished
and yet they themselves go
free. That way was found
in Jesus Christ. There at
the cross, God took away
the sin from the sinners, put
it upon His Son and
punished Him to the full for
those sins. Thus it was
proved true that God is just
and holy and loving at the
same time. That lesson can
never be learned except at
the cross of Jesus Christ.
The atheists stopped with
the Old Testament and so
missed the point. I

One cross, nearly
new. | cannot carry it
and keep up with the
world and its crowd.

One talent, new
except slightly shelf
worn. It has been laid
away for years in a
napkin.

One five piece set of
Armor. All pieces are in
good shape, only needs
polishing.

One bundle of
Christian Opportunities.
Contained in this bundle
is one of the greatest
opportunities in the
world, and that is of
going to my church

For Sale

every Sunday. Another
one is the opportunity
of being a soul winner.
I seldom use these
opportunities so have
decided to let them go
with the sale.

One badly used
Christian Influence.
Buyer may be able to
repair this influence if
carefully handled.

The above men-
tioned items are stored
in the basement of my
home, located on the
corner of Careless
Ave., and Neglect St.
Signed,

A Lota Christians




