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The Suffering Church

A Centennial Sermon, Delivered At Santee Baptist Church,
Orangeburg South Carolina, July 16, 1876

By Eld. D. W. Cutting

“Though thy begin- are intended to prepare usn devout thankfulness to— to gain progress through
ning was small, yet thyfor the future. To review God for guiding and sus-adversities and opposition is
latter end should greatly the past is not only in-taining them thus far a source of great joy, and
increase. For inquire, | teresting but instructive tothrough hard trials, greatcalls loudly for holy
pray thee, of the formerevery thinking mind, not difficulties and severe gratitude, devout thank-
age€ — Job 8:7, 8. only to the citizen, the persecutions, and for thefulness and sincere praise

philanthropist and therapid increase and sucto Him who has helped us

Twelve days ago (July patriot, but to the Christian, cessful dissemination ofhitherto.
4th 1876), the citizens of more especially, as in deepgheir principles and prac- My discourse today is
these United States celehumility and gratitude he tices, as taught and enjoinec¢oncerning the Baptist
brated the one-hundredthcontemplates upon thein the word of God. Having denomination, in Scripture
anniversary of Americandealings of God towardsconfidence in God, andlanguage, “a sect every-
Independence. The heartiim, giving him grace to trusting in the promise of where spoken against.”
of all were filled with joy; endure sufferings, andHim who “spake as never  The question naturally
and they manifested theirpower to triumph over man spake,” they havearises, Who are the
joy in the ringing of bells, temptation and sin, guidingundoubted assurances thaBaptists? and where did
firing of cannon, delivery of and leading him thus far onHe will never leave them they come from? In church
orations, public dinners andhis journey heavenward. nor forsake them. If it is history they are better
social parties; and even  While all denominations the will of God that they known by their principles
now, in the city of of Christians, in common, shall suffer trials and and practices than by their
Philadelphia, are publicly rejoice in their prosperity, persecutions in the futurename. In some portions of
displayed, exhibitions of and thank God for theiras their fathers have donehe land, it is customary for
arts, inventions, and protection, and the blessingsn the past, they believesome persons to sneer at
manufactures, and works ofthey enjoy, the Baptists, asthat God’s presence shalBaptists as a “new sect,”
skill, and genuine, in thea sect differing from all cheer them, and that Hisas “religious upstarts,”
various departments ofothers in many of their grace shall sustain themstarted with Roger Wil-
industry, showing the principles and practices,and be sufficient for them.liams, etc., and some
progress and improvementdave much to be thankfulMy brethren, to sustainbelieve it. They have been
of the last one hundredfor, and they do rejoice with trials and endure hardshipgaught to believe it.
years. The past is fraughta joy unspeakable, and liftinspires to greater zeal,
with many lessons whichup their hearts and voicesenergy, and perseverance(SeeSUFFER on page 15)
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Quiz The Pastor -- #29

God

Nazarite Or Nazarene?

By the late Nick Michalinos

In Our

Question: Is a suddenly in their presence
Nazarite the same as &ahey would have to begin
Nazarene? again the whole ceremon Govern ment

Answer: No, they are of their Nazariteship, which Benjamin Franklin, 1787

not the same. I'll give a ceremony lasted for eight
simple explanation of both, days. “l have lived, Sir, a aid? We have been

beginning with the Nazarite. =~ Some took the Nazaritelong time, and the longer Iassured, Sir, in the Sacred
A whole chapter, vow only for a time (Num. live, the more convincing Writings that except the
Numbers 6, is recorded6:13), while others werethis truth: that God governsLord build the house, they
giving a description of what Nazarites for their whole in the affairs of man. And labor in vain that build it. “I
a trueNazaritereally is. A lives (Samson, Samuel,if a sparrow cannot fall to firmly believe this.”
Nazarite was a man orJohn the Baptist). Thethe ground without His = — (Calling on framers
woman who engagedwhole idea of being anotice, is it probable that anof the Constitution to pray
themselves by a personaNazarite was to separateempire can rise without Hisfor guidance from God.)
vow or a vow made by themselves from the normal
others who had authorityways of life so as to wholly who lives in Pasadena awas born in Bethlehem but
over them (Samson, Judgdevote themselves to thePasadenian, or a persomvas “brought up” in
13:5; Samuel, 1 Sam. 1:11service of God. The wordwho lives in Houston a Nazareth (Lk. 4:16; 2:39-
John the Baptist, Lk. 1:15)“Nazarite” means “one Houstonian, so Jesus wa#0, 51-52), making Him a
to abstain from wine andseparated.” After their vowa Nazarene because Hd&lazarene. Bear in mind
all intoxicating liquors; to let as a Nazarite had beerived in Nazareth. Thoughthat everyone who lived in
their hair grow and neverfulfilled, there was a He was born in Bethle- Nazareth were also called
cut or shave the hair orceremony performed to gethem (Lk. 2:4-7), yet after Nazarenes. Joseph was a
beard; not to enter into thethem back into normal His birth and escape intoNazarene, Mary was a
presence of a dead bodyactivities of everyday life Egypt from the execution Nazarene, etc. a
nor to be present at any(Num. 6:13-21). squads of wicked King
funeral (Jesus was not a Now, a Nazarenewas Herod (Mt. 2:13-16), Jesus, Church Goes
Nazarite for He was in thesimply a person who livedJoseph and Mary returned
presence of corpses manyn the town of Nazareth.into Israel and “came and |ndependent
times); if any one died As we would call a persondwelt in a city called
Nazareth (where Joseph Citing differences over

THE BAPTIST CHALLENGE and Mary had previously homosexuality and other
lived, Lk. 1:26-27; 2:4); issues, the largest United
M. L. Moser. Editor that it might be fulfiled Church of Christ con-

which was spoken by thegregation in New England
prophets, he shall be has voted to break away
called a Nazarene (Mt. from its denomination.

2:23). It was from Nazareth  Members of the First

Pastor Emeritus
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
15601 Taylor Loop Rd.

Little Rock, Arkansas 72223 at the age of 30 years thaChurch of Christ in
Church Phone: (501) 868-7703 Jesus came down to thewethersfield voted 510-59

Email: mimoserl@juno.com Jordan River to John theon June 6 to leave the
Editor’'s Phone: (501) 258-3221 Baptist “to be baptized

of him” (Mt. 3:13). He (SeeHOMO on page 24)
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_ the hairs are lodged, and a

i ! which open on the surface.
| The Skin You Love To Touch  These glands are of two
kinds, sweat glands, se-
creting perspiration, and
sebaceous glands which
secrete an oily substance
into the hair follicles.
The superficial layer,
the epidermis, consists of

By Arhur I. Brown

Having made a surveythe products of combustionkidneys each twenty-four
of the digestive, circulatory, and eliminate them. hours. ' -
and respiratory systems, we The kidneys are The most important 'aYers of epithelial cells of
are now in a position tosituated in the posteriorsubstances excreted in thi¥2rying character and
consider the manner oflumbar region and areway are the nitrogenousthickness. The deeper cells
removal of waste materialsoutside the abdominalproducts of protein des-2'€ SOft, but near the
from the body. In other cavity, shaped like beansfruction in the body, ureaSurface they become flat
words, we ought to know about four or five inches being the most abundant@nd dry, until finally they
something about elimination.long and one and a halfUric acid is another protein@'€ Mmere scales and
The organs concerned ininches wide. They arewaste in smaller quantity, constantly being shed.
this important process areimbedded in a fatty capsulealong with ammonium salts 1 € tiny projecting
the kidneys, skin, liver andor covering and outside offrom similar sources. papillae of the deep layer
lungs, and to a lesserthis we find a thin layer of Phosphates of sodium,contain certain nerve
extent, the intestinal canal.connective tissue called thepotassium, and calcium aré€Ndings, which are es-
Only the kidneys are Renal Fascia. Large bloodalso normally present, asPecially distinct and sen-
specially constructed forvessels enter the kidney, asvell as other mineral salts,Sitive on the front of the
this sole purpose, the othewe would expect, seeingespecially sodium chloride, fiN9€r tips. Some contain
organs being used in othethat the job done here is towhich is common salt. ~ Several loops of blood
ways as well. The liver extract from the blood the  The skin or integument VESSels and are arranged in
eliminates certain wastepoisonous substances it hais the elastic and protective'Ws: forming ridges which
products through the bilecollected in its journey covering of the body. It @€ circular. It is a re-
which it manufactures: thethrough the body. Thecovers the entire externaimarkable fact that no two
lungs, as we have seenprocess is altogether toosurface, and is continuous "9€rs or toes are alike in
remove carbon dioxide,intricate to be discussedat the openings of the body!NiS respect, hence the
while the intestinal tract is understandably in a fewwith the mucous mem-thumb or finger print is a
the avenue by which themoments, and | shall notbranes of the interior POSItivé means of identi-
gross waste matter of foodmake the attempt. It issurfaces. It consists of twollCation. Its value is never
is expelled. enough to know that thelayers, a superficial one!0St, even in old age, as

The life processes offluid secreted by thecalled the epidermis orth€se ridges are permanent.
the body are intimately kidneys contains organiccuticle, and a deeper one| "€ Bible seems to r“efer
associated with chemicalmaterials, like urea and uricknown as the corium ort© this in Job 37:7, “He
changes as food is burnedicid, which have beentrue skin, or derma. ThisMarks as with a seal in the
up by oxidation, and certainselected or secreted by theleep layer is elastic andand of every man; that a,!l
waste materials resultingepithelial cells of the kidney, sensitive, with many blood MeN may know his works
from this process aremixed with the watery vessels, soft and red; it{(Fingerprints).
poured into the blood. If the solution filtered out from rests on a loose tissue, Sweat glands are found
blood could not get rid of the blood, and directed tocalled the subcutaneoud’ the skin of the entire
this poisonous matter, deatthe collecting tubules, thentissue. Its surface isP0dy. Each gland consists
would be speedy. So, theemptied into the ureters,covered with microscopic O @ coiled tube embedded
function of the kidneys is long tubes running from projections called papillag," the deep layer, with a
to take from the blood kidney to bladder. About extending upward into the

which passes through thenthree pints of fluid leave the epidermis. In it the roots of (S€6BODY on page 4)
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BODY . .. gloss of the hair are due tang, the season of the yeardiscernment, or as we
(Continued from page 3 the oil which is poured into temperature of the atmos-would say, just “dumb” in
the follicles at the roots by phere, etc. In fevers, thethe face of all the
duct opening on the surfacehe oil glands. Here is Godblood vessels of the skin areunassailable evidence of the
and into the ridges made byshowing Himself to be adilated, but the nerveexistence of a Supreme
the rows of papillae. With Specialist in beauty — thestimulus dulls the action of Creator who is a Person.
an ordinary magnifying great Artist of the universe.the cells and the skinYes, a Person who ought
glass the tiny droplets of In this connection it is remains dry. to be sought and consulted.
sweat may be seen in theséteresting to think of the The effect of baths But what does God see?
openings. The sweat oreyelashes, the long hairsupon the skin is to abstract.isten! “Have all the
perspiration is a thin protecting the sensitiveheat, improve the tone ofworkers of iniquity no
watery fluid, highly acid but eyeball from dust; the all the structures, and favorknowledge?” It is so easy
saline to the taste, con-eyebrows to prevent persthe action of the glands.to forget that we cannot
taining a number of sub-piration from running down The skin is a portion of ourfool God. His omniscience
stances in solution derivedfrom the forehead into thebodies to which we do notenables Him to read every
from the vascular networkeye. Those who have thepay much attention. But wethought of man the world
in the corium. The mostidea that the sole use ofhow see its great impor-over. He knows my
important of these sub-eyebrows is that they oughttance and what a splendidhoughts down to the
stances are: sodiumto be plucked into a thin lineorgan it is, beautifully smallest detail. He knows
chloride, phosphates, urea®f varying shape havedesigned to carry out thewhat you are turning over
and carbon dioxide. It isfailed to discover the realexact function of thein your mind. This
estimated that there areuse of this important adjunctCreator. knowledge that we are in
approximately 2,000,000to comfort. The impression that Ithe presence of God, at
sweat glands, which secrete The skin has a triple always get from a consi-least in the sense of His
nearly a quart of pers-function, as we saw in aderation of these innu-awareness of our every
piration daily in health. It is former article. It is the merable observations is onection, should deter us from
a continuous process ofprotective covering of the of tremendous awe, as Idisobeying or ignoring Him.
which we are not awarebody, an organ of excretion,mediate upon the infinite The nations have done
when the excretion isand an organ of the specialvisdom of God who wasthat and have virtually
moderate and uniform.sense of touch. Also it aidsable to devise all thesechallenged God for world
Under other conditions wein regulating body temper-thousands of minutiaesupremacy. God has spoken
know how profuse it canature. We shall study thisinstantly, and bring themand men everywhere ought

become. touch sense when weinto perfect functioning to know that there is such
Other appendages ofconsider the special sensesondition by the exercise ofa Being, who demands at
the skin are the nails andNow we are more con-His omnipotent will. | least an acknowledgment of

the hairs. Nails are hard butcerned in its function of gather from my reading of His existence and an
elastic structures, belongingsecreting sweat, a procesScripture that this is one ofattitude of obedience to His
to the outer layer, giving of elimination. By getting the things God expects tocommands. But man
protection to the ends ofrid of much hot water, it happen with those whopersists in his godless
the fingers and addingtends to keep the temperhave spiritual perception, ordefiance. There can be
power and ease in usingature down to normal limits even common intelligence. only one result — judgment
them. Here again we sedinder very adverse condi- When the 14th Psalmof the severest kind when
the thoughtfulness of thetions. The power of ab-speaks to us and tells ussod’s long suffering is at
Creator. The hairs alsosorption by the skin is verythat “the Lord looked down an end.

belong to the cuticle or limited. from heaven upon the And it does begin to
outer layer. They are In health the quantity of children of men to see iflook as if God’s patience is
distributed over the greatersweat is modified in variousthere wereany that did about exhausted. If that is
part of the body surface,ways: by the diet, by theunderstand, and seek God,%o, it will not be long before
being conspicuous on theamount of liquid taken, andit surely indicates aa surprised world will
scalp by their size andthe kind of liquid; also by measure of surprise that

length. The softness andhe character of the cloth-men could be so void of (SeeBODY on page 24)
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The Book of Revelation — Message #7 of the Holy Spirit” today,
; for every New Testament
: 4 church is empowered by
The Voice Of the Trumpet f«:’" the Holy Spirit. Ephesians
By M. L. Moser, Editor «f tells us that the New Tes-

tament church is God’s
(Preached February 18, 1979) dwelling place or God's
habitation “in the Spirit”
(Eph. 2:22), and we do not
“l was in the Spirit on he can put you where you“filled with the Spirit”, you have to have a “baptism in
the Lord’s day, and heardare all by yourself, he mayare so possessed and sthe Spirit” because He
behind me a great voice,put you down in the innerdomi-nated by the Holy already indwells every
as of a trumpet, Saying, Imost dungeon as they didSpirit, that you are able toNew Testament church.
am Alpha and Omega, thePaul and Silas, yet you willdo a special work that God  But, there is such a
first and the last: and, never be alone, because thhas set aside for you to dothing as beig “filled with
What thou seest, write inLord will always be there There is no such thing asthe Spirit,” being fed by
a book, and send it untowith you. God can meetliving in a constant state likethe Spirit” and being
the seven churches whictwith His people anywhere.that. “indwelt by the Spirit,” and
are in Asia; unto Ephe- Though they sought to  There is a distinction to every child of God, every
sus, and unto Smyrna, andsolate John from every-be made in beindilled saved person, is indwelt by
unto Pergamos, and untobody by putting him on this with the Spirit,indwelt by the Spirit. Romans tells us
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, island with just a few other the Spirit anl led by the that “if any man have not
and unto Philadelphia, prisoners, no friends, noth-Spirit. There is anotherthe Spirit of Christ, he is
and unto Laodicea”(Rev. ing around him to give him phrase commonly usednone of his” (Rom. 8:9). So
1:10-11). any of the comforts of life, today and that isbaptized there is no such thing as a
we find the Lord right there in the Spirit,” but that's saved person not being
John, as already notedwith John, and not just innever applied to anyindwelt by the Holy Spirit
is on the Isle of Patmos,an ordinary capacity. Forindividual. No individual has of God.
one of the remote prisonsJohn says: ever been “baptized in the  Secondly, there is being
that were used in that day “lI John, | was in the Spirit” or “by the Spirit.” “led by the Spirit.” All of
and time, similar to Alcatraz Spirit on the Lord’s day.” The baptism of the Holy us ought to be led by the
when it was active in By being “in the Spirit” it Spirit was an immersion of Spirit, and God will lead us
California. Even though hemeans more than simplythe New Testament churchby the Spirit. Our difficulty
has been isolated fromhaving the Holy Spirit in- on the Day of Pentecostis that sometimes we do
everybody and placed ondwell him. You and | know and it has never beennot follow. There is the
this island where there isthat the Holy Spirit indwells applied to any individual. It leadership of the Holy Spirit
very little vegetation and every believer, but whenonly applied to the New if we will but follow His
many salt mines, he is notlohn talks about being “in Testament church for theleadings. Remember, how-
separated altogether. Whileghe Spirit” he means thatpurposes of empoweringever, that in the leading of
he is there, he says, “l washe is now being completelythe church and to enable ithe Holy Spirit, He always
in the Spirit on the Lord’s possessed and dominated bto fulfill the commission and leads according to the
day.” the Holy Spirit. do the work that God hadWord of God, never con-
| don’'t care what man Now that is the ideal. given it to do. That's why trary to the Word of God.
can do to you, man can noOur lives should be suchthe Lord told them to tarry Thirdly, being “filled
separate you from God.that we are completely“until ye be endued with with the Holy Spirit”
When you know the Lord controlled by the Holy power from on high” (Lk. occurs when God has some
Jesus Christ as your perSpirit. It is not always the 24:49) so they might havemomentous or special work
sonal Lord and Savior, mancase. There are times whenhe power to carry forth thethat He has for that person.
can do little to you. He one can be filled with the Great Commission that theYou can only be filled one
might separate you fromSpirit to do a special work Lord gave them. There is
others, he might isolate you for the Lord. When you areno such thing as a “baptism (SeeREV on page 6)
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Southern Baptist (Continued from page 5
PUb“Shlng House time until you have been

Produces New Bible  refies st ke aous Yoo

. only fill a cup one time until
TranS|at|0n it's emptied and then you
can refill it, so believers can

be filled more than once.

In the beginning were Nashville, Tenn-basedGod loved the world in this  This is the case with
the words: Hebrew andBroadman & Holman way.” John. Though he is sepa-
Greek, poetic and propheticPublishers. The publishing  ikewise, Jesus’ direc- rated and isolated, though
historic and hyperbolic. =~ company is a division of tive that's been translatedh€ is on this island by

Edwin Blum has read LifeWay Christian Re- “Ask, and it shall be given himself, yet he says, “I was
them all, chapter and versesources, an entity of theyou; seek, and ye shall find;in the Spirit.” The Holy

General editor of the Southern Baptist Con-knock, and it shall be Spirit had come near to him
Holman Christian Standardvention that operates storegpened unto you,” appeardn an especial way and was
Bible, Blum spent nearly throughout the United this way in the Holman Preparing him for this
eight years going over States. Christian Standard Bible: Special work that he was
every jot and tittle from “We buck the trend a “Keep asking, and it will be 90ing to do.

Genesis to Revelation.little bit,” Shepherd said. given to you. Keep We find something
April 15, the fruit of his “The trend had been thesearching, and you will find. Very similar to this with the
labors hit bookstoreslower reading level trans-Keep knocking, and theApostle Paul. This is
nationwide. lations. When you bring door will be opened to Something entirely unique

“I's a great privilege something down to ayou.” and different for John and
to wrestle with the Bible,” fourth-grade reading level, Readers may also bePaul. It's going beyond that
Blum said. “I hope it's made you're going to lose asurprised to see Paul citegvhich you and | can have;
me more godly.” little bit. Shepherd further g5 a “slave of Christ Jesus’it's going to that which is

Dozens of translationssaid: “It's great maybe asin the first chapter of ot the natural, but the
and interpretations of thean evangelism tool ... (but)Romans rather than as @upernatural, for in Second
Bible fill bookshelves, but as the person grows in‘servant,” as he’s referred Corinthians chapter 12 we
Blum and others saidfaith and maturity, they to in other translations. find a similar occurrence
there’s something differentwant ~ something that  “A servant is somebody With Paul. Paul says:
about this one, which isagain services them bettegou hire. A servant is “It is not expedient
being promoted as the firstas a Bible study trans-somebody you pay,” Blum for me doubtless to glory.
major English-languagelation.” said. “A slave is somebody! Will come to visions and
translation in more than 30  As comfortable aswho's bought, who’s revelations of the Lord. |
years. readers may be withowned. ... Paul will say knew a man in Christ

“We would say that our particular translations, you're not your own.” above fourteen years ago,
translation is an up-to-dateShepherd indicated new  Said Blum, “The slave (Whether in the body, |
translation,” Blum said.  renderings of familiar words experience, you know,¢annot tell; or whether

“For a new generationmay give the text “fresh opviously has political out of the body, | cannot
in the 21st century, it wasmeaning.” ramifications, but | don’t tell: God knoweth;) such
time for a fresh translation ~ For example, many think you should translate@n one caught up to the
of Scripture that again hasChristians may easily beginan ancient word into third heaven. And | knew
an eye toward the ac-recitation of John 3:16 with something less accurate justuch a man, (whether in
curacy and the Englishthe words “For God so pecause (you) think slaverythe body, or out of the
styling,” said David She- loved the world.” The was so horrible you don’t body, I cannot tell: God
pherd, senior vice presidentHolman Christian Standard
and publisher of the Bible, however, starts, “For (SeeBIBLE on page 24) (SeeREV on page 7)
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REVELATION . . . those to whom the Apostlethat day on, the NewTestament churches to
(Continued from page 6)  wrote, as the Lord’s Day. Testament Christians wor-meet on the first day of the
Thus the Apostle Johnshiped the Lord on the firstweek in celebration of the
knoweth;) How that he sanctions the first day ofday of the week. resurrection of the Lord
was caught up into para-the week as the Day for  Notice in Luke 24:1: Jesus Christ.
dise, and heard un-special worship of the Lord.“Now upon thefirst day Also, the empowering
speakable words, which itThough alone, he wasof the weekvery early in of the New Testament
is not lawful for a man to worshiping on that day. the morning, they camechurch on the Day of
utter” (2 Cor. 12:1-5). This is the day that theunto the sepulchre.” Also Pentecost was on the first
John is to be given abelievers in the New in John 20:19-26 we find itday of the week. Ignatius
revelation similar to what Testament set aside taepeated. These versesvho wrote his “Epistle of
the Apostle Paul had. Theworship the Lord Jesusspeak of this resurrection,Ignatius” to the Magne-
Lord is going to take JohnChrist. It was on the first but verse 19 says: “Thensians about 101 A.D. calls
to heaven where he is goinglay of the week that thethe same day at eveningthe Lord’s day “the queen
to get a vision of the futuredisciples came and foundbeing the first day of the and prince of all days.”
of this world. He will see the tomb empty.“And week” Turning now to Chrysostom in writing on
it's climax and the ultimate when the sabbath wasActs 20 we find that the Psalm 119 says, “It was
victory that the Lord Jesuspast, Mary Magdalene, New Testament churchescalled the Lord’'s day
Christ is going to gain overand Mary the mother of were meeting in regularbecause the Lord rose from
Satan and all of his forcesJames, and Salome, hadveekly services. In Actsthe dead on that day.”
It seemed as if Satan wadought sweet spices, that0:7 we find: “And upornthe There is a denomination
going to be victorious, butthey might come andfirst day of the week called Seventh Day Ad-
the Lord is going to showanoint him. And very when the disciples cameventist, and another called
him differently. So he saysearly in the morning the together to break bread,Seventh Day Baptist that

“| was in the Spirit.” first day of the week, theyPaul preached unto themsay we are to worship on
| want to notice came unto the sepulchreready to depart on thethe Sabbath day. Nowhere
something else he say$. at the rising of the sun.morrow.” in your Bible will you find

was in the Spirit on the And they said among In First Corinthians 16 any Gentile ever com-
Lord’s day.” | want us to themselves, Who shall rollwe read: “Now concerning manded to worship on the
make a distinction betweenus away the stone fromthe collection for the saints,Sabbath day, nor will you
“the Lord’s Day” and “the the door of the sepulchre?as | have given order to thefind  that the New
day of the Lord.” They are And when they lookedchurches of Galatia, evenTestament churches met
not the same. The “day ofthey saw that the stoneso do ye. Uponthe first upon the Sabbath day. It
the Lord” is not a 24-hour was rolled away: for it day of the weeket every was already an established
day. The “Day of the Lord” was very great. Andone of you lay by him in custom for churches to
is really a period of time; entering into the sepul-store, as God hathmeet for their weekly
that time of judgment whenchre, they saw a youngprospered him, that there beservices upon the first day
Jesus Christ returns to thignan sitting on the right no gatherings when lof the week. The early
earth to fulfill the prophecy side, clothed in a long come” (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Sochurch fathers such as
of what is called “the white garment; and theywe see that Paul wasPolycarp, Justin Martyr,
Tribulation Period.” This is were affrighted. And hewriting and telling the Tertullian, Minutius Felix,
the Day of the Lord, but saith unto them, Be notchurch at Corinth that theyand all of those who lived
the Lord’s Day has refer-affrighted: Ye seek Jesusare to make their collectionin the first, second, third
ence to the first day of theof Nazareth, which wasupon the first day of the and fourth centuries, met on
week. That day that wecrucified: he is risen; he week. But this was notthe first day of the week.
know as Sunday. The firstis not here: behold thelimited to the church at Thus, the Lord’s day is not
day of the week was earlyplace where they laid Corinth. He says: “As | just an ordinary day. Itis a
recognized as a special dajppim” (Mk. 16:1-6). So we have given order to thespecial day and should be
so that the mere mentionsee that Jesus came fortikhurches of Galatia” (1 treated as such!

of it would be sufficient to from the grave on the firstCor. 16:1). So it was the

identify in the minds of day of the week, and fromcustom of the New (SeeREV on page 11)
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World News Roundup

government would simply seems as if you are very \_r
write a $5,000 check tonarrow minded. | bet your [
every single, non-working church probably has no ks
mother out there everyinstruments [He's wrong,
year and call it a ‘tax and his letter is full of
credit.” Can’t you just seegrammatical errors and
these women stampeding tdoasting]. He said, “You
President Ronald the polls in November to see, | attend World Harvestatheism and then allowed
Reagan August 23, 1984. yote for Kerry! For $5,000 Church in Columbus, Ohio.to make up their minds on
— “Without God, there is yntaxed dollars a year ..We sing any song that the validity of religion or

no virtue, because there’syhy not?” — Talk show glorifies our Lord and atheism on the basis of
no prompting of the con- host Neal Boortz. Savior. | don't listen tany which is best supported by
science. Without God, secular music, but | love tothe evidence.” Britain is
we're mired in the material, * % listen to Christian rock ...now a secular society
that flat world that tells us It magnifies the man that(Rom. 1:28) with “only 7%
only what the senses president Reagan’s died on a cross for me. Itsof the population attending
perceive. Without God, Farewell Address, churches like yours; witha place of worship each
there is a coarsening of theyanuary 1989. — “(A)s | such religious traditions, week.” Evolution and

society. And without God, walk off into the city which cause people to runhumanism are already
democracy will not and streets, a final word to theaway from God.” We have standard fare in most U.S.

cannot long endure. If wemen and women of thewarned of the danger oftextbooks. — CC

ever forget that we're oneRreagan revolution, the menCCM/Rock—how it's even

nation under God, then weand women across Americavorse than secular rock. %

will be a nation gone who for 8 years did the The writer is from a

under.” work that brought America charismatic church (Rod  Homosexual Master

back. My friends: We did Parsley, pastor) and doe®lan To Destroy Family.
it. We weren't just marking not lack for audacity. He — Homosexual activists’
_ _ time. We made a dif- says: “God doesn't live in goals for the destruction of
Buying Votes With ference. We made theyour little box you try to the family include: universal
Your Money. — “John ('shining city upon a hill’) keep him in. See, you liveacceptance of the gay
Kerry iIs getting more stronger, we made the cityin the back woods of lifestyle, destruction of
specific with some of his freer, and we left her in Alabama [Huntsville, Space Scriptures that condemn
spending plans when thegood hands. All in all, not City, USA!]. | am from ... homosexuality, muzzling of

people of this country pad, not bad at all. AndDetroit...."” — CC clergy and Christian media,
actually make him our so, good-bye, God bless you, special privileges in the law,
president. Yesterday heand God bless the United h overturning laws prohibiting
came out with a plan tostates of America.” pedophilia, indoctrinating
increase the child care tax “Teach Children  children through public
credit from $3,000 to * ok ok Atheism, Let Them education, etc. (Dr. James
$5,000. What's more, he Decide.” — The Institute pypsen newsletter, 4/04).

plans to extend the eligibility What’'s Wrong With  for Public Policy Researchgyme danger points: (1)
for this credit to people who Contemporary Christian recommends that atheisnwith the legalization of
have no job whatsoever ..Rock Music? — This be added to British school
He wants to extend thisquestion was posed to usurricula and explicitly
income redistribution pro- by someone who “hap-taught. A similar change
gram to single mothers whopened to stumble across’has already been made i
don’t work! In plain lan- an article | had written on Scotland. The report says:

guage this means that theéhe subject. He said “It “Children should be taught (S€&VNR on page 14)

homosexual marriage, all
public schools will be
r{equired to teach that this
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L_a VVoz Del Desierto

El Dia de la Muerte Y La ‘
Resurreccion de
Jesucristo

Por M. A. Curet

El dia en el cual muri6 Como podemos ver enen el corazon de lael sol, hasta el dia 21 a la
nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, hastos pasajes, para Dios utierra.” Para que esto sepuesta del sol. El mes de
sido tema de controversiadia comprende un periodocumpliese tuvo que habemisan era el primer mes del
Hay dos puntos de vista.de tiempo de“tarde” muerto un miércoles, lo cualafio sagrado hebreo, que
Unos dicen que Jesucristdtinieblas) y “mafiana” probaremos. correspondia casi a nuestro
murié un miércoles por la(luz). Aqui podemos ver Jesucristo fue cruci- mes de Abril. Durante estos
tarde y otros que murié ununa muestra clara de qudicado a la hora tercerasiete dias de fiesta se
viernes por la tarde. Losel “tercer dia” indica tres (como a las nueve de laofrecian sacrificios vy
gue apoyan el viernes comalias y tres noches. El Sefiomafiang, desde la horaofrendas, sefialando el
dia de su muerte, usan etambién dividia el dia ensexta hasta la hora novenarimero y el Ultimo dia,
pasaje que aparece emoce horas (Juan 11:9). hubo tinieblasde doce del como dias de reposo (el dia
Marcos 15:42-45, aqui ellos  Este punto de vista (elmedio dia hasta las tresl5 y 21), (Exodo 12:16;
interpretan tlia de repost del viernes), no cumple conde la tardgé y a la hora Levitico 23:7-8).
como el séptimo dia de lalas condiciones expresadasovena Jesls clamé y Los calculos astroné-
semana, llamado sabado. por nuestro Sefior, cuand@®xpird (as tres de la micos modernos ponen de

Estas personas parterdijo: “Porque como estuvotarde), (Marcos 15:25, 33- manifiesto, que el afio 30
de la teoria de que losJonas en el vientre de la37). Si contamos desde [aA.D., afio de la crucifixién
judios acostumbraban con-ballena tres dias y trespuesta del sol del miércolede nuestro Sefior, el dia 14
tar como dia enteronoches, asi estard el Hijchasta la puesta del sol detle Nisdn cayo jueves. Esto
cualquier fraccién del del hombre en el corazénsabado encontraremos queos indica que el primer dia
mismo. El primer dia seria,de la tierra tres dias y treshay tres dias y tres nochesle la fiesta de Pascua
segun ellos, un par de horasoches” (Mateo 12:40).como lo habia dicho nuestro(viernes 15), era dia de
del viernes, el segundoJests lo dijo y los Sefor, o sea, setenta 'y doseposo y el ultimo dia
desde las 6:00 P.M. delprincipales sacerdotes y log72) horas. Al amanecer del(jueves 21), también era dia
viernes hasta las 6:00 P.Mfariseos se aseguraron derimer dia de la semana, etle reposo.
del sabado y el tercer diague asi fuera (Mateo 27:62-domingo, Jesucristo ya Conociendo ésto, se nos
comprenderia las horast6). habia resucitado (Mateohace facil entender el
restantes. Partiendo de las28:1-6; Juan 20:1-10). pasaje de Marcos 15:42,

Es importante queexpresiones de nuestro En la semana de sugue vimos anteriormente,
sepamos que nuestro Diosefior, es imposible quemuerte se estaba celeaqui ‘dia de reposb no
aunque esta fuera dehaya muerto un viernes,brando la Pascua. Esta erae refiere al séptimo dia de
tiempo, mide el tiempo depues no se cumpliria louna celebracién judia quela semana, llamado sabado,
forma completa y conexpresado, de que estarigomenzaba el dia 14 del
exactitud (Gén. 1:5-8, 13).“tres dias y tres nochesmes de Nisan, al ponerse (VeaTUMBA enlapag. 10)
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Concilio Mundial De preparaban sus casas y sus
Iglesias (WCC) Desea mesas para le espléndida y

Movimiento Ecuménico || Noticias Alrededor Del Mundol| 1uPllesa solemnidad debia
Mas Amplio. — El Con- del Shabat

sejo Mundial de Iglesias ha Hoy dia nosotros no
extendido una invitacién a tenemos que preparar
los Catélicos Romanos,la ciudad de Ho Chi Minh de Noticias ASSIST, el uestras casas ni nuestras
Pentecostales y Evangé{Republica de la Chinapasado 24 de febrero se 1e§'€Sas para el Dia del
licos para que se reunan ycomunista) de Nguyencortaron las cabezas a unashabat, pero si nuestros
consideren nuevas manerallong Quang, un fun-48 personas en Yelwa,corazones. Debemos prepa-
en las cuales puedarcionario de la iglesia Nigeria durante un servicio'@r NUESIros corazones para
trabajar unidos en el futuro.Menonita y el evangelistade oracion matutino. Los€l “Shabat C”S“an,b que
De acuerdo a un informePham Ngoc Thach des-musulmanes armados invatorresponde al Dia del
de parte de “Noticiascubrieron a dos policiasdieron la Iglesia, ordenaronSefotf (el domingo).
Ecuménicas Mundiales,”encubiertos de seguridach la congregacion acostarse Ahora entendemos
lideres de varias iglesiasnacional espiandoles. Losen el suelo y procedieron &?0rqué el dia 99 la muerte
agencias miembros delpolicias atacaron a Quangisar sus machetes cerd® nuestro Sefior era dia de
Concilio, publicaron un y a varios otros cristianoscenando sus cabezas. UnBréparacion, pues al otro
informe el pasado 24 deantes de retirarse y defuente dijo que unos 400dia era el dltimo dia de la
noviembre de 2003, llaman-lamar a oficiales de musulmanes pesada-ment€ascua. El Ultimo dia de la
do a los representantes ddiversos grupos. Armadosarmados participaron en lgPascua cayo jueves, y por
la Iglesia Catolica, asi comocon revélveres y otrasejecucion gritando “Allah u mandamiento de Dios y
de las Iglesias Pente-armas rodearon el hogar deé\khbar” (Dios es grande). costumbre de los judios,
costales y Evangélicas aQuang y ordenaron a 12Al parecer  usaron €Sté tltimo dia era dla,del
reunirse antes del mes dérabajadores cristianos auniformes rojos y negros y  Shabat (reposo). Basan-
noviembre de 2004 parapermanecer dentro de lase movieron con precisiondonos en esta informacion

“discutir la formacion de casa. El policia entoncesnilitar. 0 0bt~enemo§ que _n,uestro
una nueva red deintentd incitar a vecinos Sefior murié un miércoles
relaciones.” El Concilio para atacar a los cristianosTUMBA . .. por la tarde y fue sepultado
esta buscando nuevadJn anciano de la iglesia fue(Viene de la pag. 9) antes de la puesta del sol
maneras de “reconfigurarllevado a la comisaria de la de ese mismo dia, segln la

el movimiento ecuménico” Policia. Cuando tressino al “‘Shabat Judig’ ey judia (Deuteronomio
con el propésito de crearevangelistas jévenes fuerorEsta palabra viene del21:22-23),y por ser vispera
una organizacién paragua investigar sobre elverbo hebreo Shabbath dél “Shabat (Marcos
mas amplia del ecumenismanciano, fueron viciosa-que significa, tlesistir” 15:42). Su resurreccion fue
con las iglesias y agenciagnente golpeados. “parar” o “cesar” de después de la puesta del sol

no afiliadas actualmente cualquier actividad. Podriadel sabado siguiente a su
con el Concilio. * ok % aplicarse a cualquiermuerte (72 horas después),
ocasion sagrada, como urflespués de las 6:00 P.M.,
* k% Cortan Las Cabezas tiempo de cesacién decomenzando el domingo
A Cristianos Nigerianos labores, tal como era usaddPrimer dia de la semana),

Evangelistas Ataca- En Su Propia Iglesia.— en el Dia de Expiacion.Dia del Sefior

dos Por La Policia.— EI Segun un informe deEste dia era observado La muerte y resur-
2 de marzo, en el hogar deMichael Irlanda del Servicio anualmente en el décimo did®cclon de nuestro Sefior

7 \ del séptimo mes (LeviticoJesucristo nos abre la
, . 16:31; 23:32). puerta al nuevo Pacto de
Iglesia Bautista El Redentor Los judios eran bienlLa Gracia, donde ahora
Central Lafayette #17, Arroyo, PR 00714 . .~ nodemos acercarnos con-
estrictos en la observacionP !
(787) 839-3669 y (787) 839-5792 del “Shabat” mas que fiadamente al trono de Dios
Marcos A. Curet, Pastor cualquier otra fiesta. En laPara alcanzar misericordia
\ )) vispera del Shabat ellos (Hebreos 4:14-161 0 O
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REVELATION . . . to one of the 66 bookstheory. That's not a Bible says,“There shall not an
(Continued from page 7) between Genesis anddoctrine, but it is in hand touch it,” talking
Revelation, but to the notesScofield’s notes. Particu-about the mountainjbut
Do you know what that had been appended tbarly as you read con-he shall surely be stoned,
some of the Adventists will the back of the Bible aftercerning the church on theor shot through; whether
tell you? They say, “Yes,the Book of Revelation. Day of Pentecost in Actsit be beast or man, it shall
but you see, when you aréSomebody had written in2, he says the churchnot live: when the trumpet
meeting on the first day ofthe notes that the day hadtarted there; that it wassoundeth long, they shall
the week, you are meetingbeen changed by theborn on the day ofcome up to the mount”
on Sunday, and that's a dayjRoman Catholics and thatPentecost, and that is(Ex. 19:13). Then verse 16
that's been set aside for thehey were responsible forsimply not true. You'd be says,"And it came to pass
worship of the Sun, and youchanging it from worshiping surprised how manyon the third day in the
worship on a pagan, heaon the Sabbath day toBaptists (and others) havemorning, that there were
then holiday. Well Saturdayworshiping on the first day been influenced to acceptthunders and lightnings,
is named after Saturn, soof the week. That poorthat theory simply becauseand a thick cloud upon
has that helped them anyfellow didn’t have any more it's there at the bottom ofthe mount, and the voice
at all if they worship on the sense than to believe thathe page in Scofield’s notes.of the trumpet exceeding
day set aside for thethose notes were just aRemember, any notes byloud; so that all the
worship of Saturn? That’smuch Bible and inspired asany man need to be testegpeople that was in the
where the name Saturdaythe books of Genesisby the Word of God. This camp trembled.” Now
comes from. So really theythrough Revelation. Adventist man really notice in verse 19¢And
haven't helped themselves Now don’t laugh, believed that the Catholicswhen the voice of the
one bit if they try to use because we have somehanged Saturday worshiprumpet sounded long,
that as a basis of argumentBaptists that do the samefor Sunday worship becauseand waxed louder and
| think | told you before thing. There are somethere it was in the back oflouder, Moses spake, and
when we were studying theBaptists that will take a his Bible. The churches inGod answered him by a
book of Acts what hap- Scofield Reference Biblethe New Testament wor-voice.” So we see that God
pened to me one time.and consider all the notesshiped on the first day ofused the sound of a trumpet
While | was a student atat the bottom of the pagethe week, commemoratingto indicate that it was to be
the New Orleans Baptistto be as inspired as the parthe resurrection of the Lorda divine command that was
Theological Seminary, | above. Remember this, onlyJesus Christ. to come to the children of
was doing some visitation,the part thatis the Bible Next, notice,’l was in Israel.
and ran into a fellow who itself is inspired. All the the Spirit on the Lord’s Let us notice now
was a Seventh Day Ad-notes, the marginal notesday, and heard behind meanother passage in Zecha-
ventist. He began sayingand the commentaries area great voice, as of ariah chapter 9. Again we
the Roman Catholics weresimply man’s opinions, histrumpet” (Rev. 1:10). find that the trumpet is to
the ones who changed fronideas, what he believes.Trumpets were customarilyemphasize and point out the
worshiping on the SabbathThey may be right, theyused in the Old Testamentauthority coming from the
day to the first day of themay be wrong, thereforeto announce the divineLord. It says:“And the
week, and he said, “I canthey must be checked outommandments from theLord shall be seen over
prove that from the Bible.” by the Word of God, andLord. In the 19th chapterthem, and his arrow shall
Well, | thought that was not to be accepted auto-of Exodus there are at leasgo forth as the lightning:
very unusual that he wasmatically as fact. three occasions where Godand the Lord God shall
going to prove it from the I think Scofield has speaks to the children ofblow the trumpet, and
Bible, so | told him that | done much harm with hislsrael. In verse 13 the Lordshall go with whirlwinds
wanted to see it. He had aoctrine of the church, tells Moses that the trumpetof the south”(Zech. 9:14).
Seventh Day Adventistbecause Scofield was nois to be a signal that He is  In the book of Mat-
Bible but he didn't go to a Baptist, and he has triedo speak unto them. Versehew, chapter 24 we see
the Bible. He went to theto destroy much Baptist1l0 says“And the Lord that the Lord again talks
notes that are in the backdoctrine with his so-called said unto Moses, Go unto
of the Bible. He didn’t go universal, invisible church the people,”etc. He then (SeeREV on page 12)
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REVELATION . . . beginning and the end.” lation. Now here are hiszation, as there were no or-
(Continued from page 11) Also in chapter 22:1371 orders:“l am Alpha and ganizations other than in-
am Alpha and Omega, theOmega, the first and thedependent churches. There
about trumpets that arebeginning and the end,last: and what thou seestwere no Conventions, no
going to sound. He says:the first and the last.” write in a book, and sendAssociations, no organized
“And he shall send his The Lord talks aboutit unto the seven chur-Fellowships. There were no
angels with a great soundthe fact that He is the Alphaches which are in Asia; Conferences, Synods,
of a trumpet, and theyand Omega, and this is theinto Ephesus, and untoDioceses, as each of these
shall gather together hissound of the trumpet thatSmyrna, and unto Per-churches was an inde-
elect from the four winds, sounds, in which the Lordgamos, and unto Thyatira,pendent, separate church,
from one end of heavenspeaks as the voice of and unto Sardis, and untonot forming, composing or
to the other”(Mt. 24:31). trumpet. The trumpet thenPhiladelphia, and unto being a part of any kind of
Again in First Corin- is that which calls John toLaodicea” (Rev. 1:11). an organization. These
thians 15:“Behold, | shew attention. It is this that God Now each church waschurches were given these
you a mystery; We shalluses to arrest John in higjiven an individual letter letters, by the Lord, through
not all sleep, but we shalltracks to assure him thatwhich we find recorded andJohn the Apostle.
all be changed, In awhat he is about to bepreserved in the second and As far as organizations
moment, in the twinkling commanded to do is fromthird chapters of this book.are concerned, they came
of an eye, at the lastGod Himself. We must Each letter was written tointo being at a much later
trump: for the trumpet recognize the Lordship ofone specific church, butdate, centuries later to be
shall sound, and the deadChrist, for it is Christ's was also intended for allexact, and the first of these
shall be raised incor- voice sounding “as of achurches as well, so thatorganizations was the
ruptible, and we shall be trumpet.” all seven letters wereRoman Catholic Church.
change” (1 Cor. 15:51-52). So the trumpet servesintended for every church.They are the ones that set
In First Thessaloniansfour purposes. First, to gainEach of these seven lettersyp the first Convention.
4: “For the Lord himself John’s attention. Secondly,though written to one The late Dr. W. W. Barnes,
shall descend from heaverto assure him of the deityparticular church, was to beformer Head of the Church
with a shout, with the of the speaker, that this iscirculated among the otherHistory = Department of
voice of the archangel, God speaking to him.churches so that all mightthe Southwestern Baptist
and with the trump of Thirdly, to assure him of thehave the advantage ofTheological Seminary of Ft.
God: and the dead inimportance of that which isknowing each messageWorth, Texas, a seminary
Christ shall rise first” (1 to follow. Fourthly, to give This entire book, all the of the Southern Baptist
Thess. 4:16). So we see thatim his commission to write book of Revelation, was Convention is the author of
the trumpet is connectedthese seven letters to thesalso written for the chur-the Encyclopaedia of
with the authority of the seven churches, and taches and it has been transSouthern Baptists. In his
Lord. write the book of the mitted down to us so thatbook “A Study in
Look at the next thing Revelation. you and | might have it Ecclesiasticism, A Study
in this first chapter of the So now we find John in today. of the Southern Baptist
book of Revelation. He prison. But really this pri- As John is given the Convention,” he declared
said: “| was in the Spirit son has suddenly beercommand to write, He that the way the Southern
on the Lord’s day, andchanged. It is changed tosays: “What thou seest, Baptist Convention is set up
heard behind me a greatthe “prophet’s chamber.” write in a book, and sendis identical with the way
voice, as of a trumpet,John is going to become that unto the seven chur-that the Roman Catholic
Saying, | am Alpha andprophet to write the bookches which are in Asia” Church was set up in its
Omega, the first and theof Revelation to these(Rev. 1:11). The book is tobeginning. He declares that
last” (Rev 1:10-11). Alpha seven churches of Asia,be sent to each churchithe beginnings of the
and Omega are the first and@nd through them, to youindividually as all New Southern Baptist Conven-
the last letters of the Greekand me, that we might haveTestament churches werdion pattern exactly the
alphabet. In verse 8 he say$hese great words of Godseparate and independenbeginnings of the Roman
the same thing, | am that have been recorded fochurches. They were not
Alpha and Omega, theus in the book of Reve-members of an organi- (SeeREV on page 13)



July 2004 The Baptist Challenge Page 13

REVELATION . . . hear it. When they hear it,going to be resurrected.called John but it should
(Continued from page 12) they shall be transfigured.Their spirit and body are summon our attention also.
That's how we are goinggoing to be united, and they Isaiah 40:31 describes
Catholic Church that soonto know when the Secondare going to be with theto a certain extent how it
developed into what is nowComing of the Lord takes Lord forevermore. Then, inwill be for the believers in
known as the hierarchy ofplace. In 1 Thessalonians 4the twinkling of an eye” that day and time:But
the Roman Catholic it tells us that the return of (1 Cor. 15:52), almost atthey that wait upon the
Church. the Lord is to be precededthe very same moment, allLord shall renew their
Now Baptists are a little by the sound of thethe saved living upon thestrength; they shall mount
bit behind time on all of this, trumpet. “But | would not earth, that same transforup with wings as eagles;
because the organizationdiave you to be ignorant,mation is going to take placethey shall run, and not be
among Baptist churches diddrethren, concerning with them. Those of usweary; and they shall
not begin until long after thethem which are asleep,who are saved are going tovalk, and not faint”
Reformation period andthat ye sorrow not, evenbe caught up from thisbecause they will then be
thus are comparatively newas others which have noearth along with the deadin their resurrection body —
and unscriptural and ofhope. For if we believein Christ, and together wea body made perfect like
recent origin. The Catholicsthat Jesus died and rosewill be with the Lord unto the glorious body of
began it, but these Baptistagain, even so them alsdorevermore. We shallthe Lord Jesus Christ.
organizations are following Which sleep in Jesus willmount up with wings like If the trumpet were to
the same pattern of theGod bring with him. For eagles to the very presenceound now, would you hear
Catholics. this we say unto you byof the Lord (Isa. 40:31). the trumpet? Would you be
Now the Lord told John the word of the Lord, that But the godless world left behind, and not really
to write and He says:we which are alive and will not hear that trumpet. know what had happened
“What thou seest, write in remain unto the coming ofThe unsaved people, theiuntil you begin to look
a book.” In the last the Lord shall not preventear will not hear that around, and find that all of
chapter of Revelation John(precede or go before)trumpet. They will be left your saved friends and
says | did what | was toldthem which are asleep.behind. The only thing thatloved ones are gone, and
to do; | followed my orders. For the Lord himself shall will et them know that the you're left behind?
“And | John saw these descend from heaven withtrumpet has sounded is the One day the trump will
things, and heard them” a shout, with the voice ofsudden disappearance of alsound. | don’'t know when
(Rev. 22:8). John did writethe archangel, and withthe saved, from the face ofit will be, but it's not long.
then what he saw. He sayghe trump of God: and thethe earth. They’ll not hearThe coming of the Lord
| saw these things and Idead in Christ shall rise that trumpet when it draweth nigh. Will you hear
heard these things. What ffirst: Then we which are sounds. Every child of God,the trumpet? Unless you're
have written in this book alive and remain shall be every saved person, everysaved, unless you've
are things that | personallycaught up together withone who had receivedreceived Jesus Christ as
saw, things that | personallythem in the clouds, toJesus Christ as theiryour Lord and your Savior,
heard. This did not applymeet the Lord in the air: personal Lord and Savioryou'll not hear the trumpet,
only to these seven letterand so shall we ever bewill hear that trumpet just and you'll be left behind.
in chapters two and threeWwith the Lord” (1 Thess. as John on the Isle ofWhat can you do? You can
but it included the entire 4:13-17). Patmos heard the trumpebecome a child of God
book of the Revelation. This is what you and | of God speaking unto him,now; you can receive Jesus
God has also told usare listening for, the trumpsaying: “I am Alpha and Christ now; you can trust
that the next thing to takeof God. | do not know Omega, the first and theHim as your personal Lord
place is the sound of thewhen the trumpet is goinglast.” God is going to comeand Savior now. Then when
trumpet. The godless worldto sound, but I do know thatback one of these dayshe trump sounds you'll hear
will not hear it but the savedone day the trump of thewith the sound of thethe trumpet and you'll be
will hear it. All who have Lord is going to sound, andtrumpet and when thetransfigured and changed
part in the suffering andwhen the trump of God trumpet sounds, the dead irike all the others who are
waiting for Christ, whom sounds, all the saved thaChrist shall rise. saved. Would you trust
John here represents, shalave died, their bodies are  The trumpet not only Him now and be saved?
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WNR . .. The White Cliffs of Dover death that she was cancergraduation, pray in Jesus’
(Continued from page 8) hug the coastline of south-free but did not make thathame — and that federal
eastern England. Theseublic — said in responsemarshals would be in
perversion is the moralcliffs — made primarily of to the report’'s release thatttendance and that any
equivalent of traditional chalk — are eroding at anthe point was immaterial.” student who violated that
marriage. (2) Foster-carealarming rate. While we To Nancy’s mind it didn’t order would be taken to the
parents will be required todon’t have an exact ideareally matter and | guessGalveston County jail for up
undergo “sensitivity train- how much erosion hasto my mind it didn’t matter to six months’ incarce-
ing” to rid themselves of occurred at the White either,” Dr. Philip Nitschke ration,” Shackelford said.
bias and must affirm Cliffs, we can compare it told a commercial television“He then followed, and |
homosexuality in youth. (3)to what has happened inchannel. Nitschke advisedquote, ‘Anybody who
The impact of homosexualother parts of England. ForCrick in the weeks leadingviolates these orders, no
marriage will spread throughexample, a lighthouse neaup to the day she took akidding, is going to wish that
the world and lead toEastbourne had to belethal barbiturate on May he or she had died as a child
polygamy. (4) It will create rescued from a cliff's 22, 2002, although he waswhen this court gets
millions of motherless andedge. The erosion wasnot one of the 21 peoplethrough with it.”” The
fatherless children. So far,more than 70 feet in 165with her when she died,hearing also heard from a
only Belgium, the Nether- years, or about 5 inches pehaving decided to absentWorld War Il veteran who
lands and Canada [andyear! Now how does this himself for legal reasons. talked about his legal fight

Massachusetts] have aufelate to Genesis—and to overturn a ban on hymns,
thorized homosexual mar-evolution? These rates of * ok ok prayers, and preaching at a
riage. — CC erosion contradict the Dallas-area senior citizens’
evolutionary belief that Anti-Religious center.
* ok ok landforms are hundreds ofGovernment Policies. —
millions of years old. If they A Senate committee heard * k%

SBC To No Longer Were that old, the Whitetestimony this week about
Endorse Female Chap- Cliffs of Dover would have the impact of anti-religious ~ Q: Was the TV movie
lains? — The Southern been disappeared long agogovernment policies. Texaslnherit the Wind an
Baptist Convention cur- Evolution requires millions Senator John Cornyn, whoaccurate portrayal of the
rently has about 196 female®f years, but rates ofchaired the hearing, wastedScopes trial? — A:
chaplains from among€rosion argue against it.no time in summing up thelnherit the Wine—which
about 2,500 endorsed by thd he Bible is correct — our situation. He says people ofstarred the late Oscar
mission board. The sBcearth is on the order offaith are increasingly be-winners Jack Lemmon and
executive committee votegthousands of years old, nosieged by court rulings andGeorge C. Scott—is the

to part from the Baptist Millions! government policies. “Somefictionalized account of the
World Alliance, saying it courts, led by the Unitedfamous Scopes ‘monkey
has become too liberal, and o States Supreme Court, haverial’ of Dayton, Tennessee.
advocates “aberrant and demonstrated a clear andBut as we revealed in our
dangerous theologies.” This  Another  Suicide unmistakable hostility Creation magazine, almost
will be presented in June at00f. — An Australian toward religious expressionall of the scientific evidence
the SBC annual meeting. —Woman who committedin the public square,” brought forward during the
cc suicide two years agoCornyn stated. Christiantime of the trial has been
surrounded by supporterdawyer Kelly Shackelford discarded. There was an-

* ok % and euthanasia activists wasffered the hearing aother very disturbing thing

not dying of cancer at thespecific example of how aaboutInherit the Wind.lIt
What's the signifi- time of her death, anfederal judge banned acaricatured Christians as
cance of the famous official post-mortem report graduation prayer andself-righteous, intolerant
White Cliffs of Dover in has confirmed. The coun-threatened Texas highand mean-spirited. The two

England to the debate try’s I(_aading euthanasiaschoql students with ja“-leading Christian characters
over creation and campaigner — who knew “The judge told the students

evolution? — Answer: ahead of Nancy Crick’s that they could not, at the (SeeWNR on page 24)
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SUFFER . .. and flourished in Europe, inbecame the Romancentury. They date no
(Continued from page 1)  Asia and in Africa.” Catholic Church, anathema<farther back than 300 or
Dr. Ypeig, professor of tizing all who dissented 400 years, and some are of
Although this untruth Theology at the University from it as heretics, andmuch later date.
has been denied and disef Groningen, and Dr. J. J.consigning them to de- From the testimony of
proved and refuted againDermont, chaplain to thestruction. All Protestant historians, Baptists and
and again, still it is King of Holland, Pedo- sects believe and affirm thePedobaptists, we learn that
repeated, by some throughbaptists, writing a history of Roman Catholic Church toa body of Christian disciples
ignorance, while othersDutch Baptists at thebe the “man of sin,” “the having different names at
know better. request of their sovereign,son of perdition,” “the different periods, holding
It is said by some of testify “that the Mennonites antichrist,” “the mother of the views and faith and
our enemies that Baptistsdescended from the pureharlots.” Then we would practice of Baptist churches
originated in the Germanevangelical Waldenses whoask, for all the agesof the present day, may be
city of Munster, in 1534. were driven by persecutionprevious to the Reformationhistorically traced from the
Lamentable must be theinto various countries, in the 16th century, Wheretimes of the apostles to the
weakness, and deplorablgrofessed pure and simplevas the Church of Christ?present time. What does
the ignorance of suchprinciples which they Was it annihilated? Are we Mosheim, a Lutheran and
statements, come fromexemplified in holy con- prepared to say there waditter enemy to the Bap-
what source they may.versation; they were inno Church? That it notists, say? Does he say that
Limborch and Mosheim, principle and practice, where on earth existed?he Baptists had their origin
German Pedobaptist his-Baptists; they were inThat there were noat Munster? That they are
torians, and others denyexistence long before theChristian people? No truea new sect? Of recent
these statements. RevReformed church of thefollowers of Christ? No date? No; he says: “Their
William Cecil Duncan, Netherlands. They furtherpeople to uphold thetrue origin is hid in the
professor of the Greek andestify that the Baptist may standard of a pure gospel?emote depths of antiquity,
Latin Languages in thebe considered as the onlyNone, no where to beand is consequently ex-
University of Louisiana, Christian community found, to bear witness totremely difficult to be
says: which has stood since thethe truth as it is in JesusZ?ascertained” (Mosheim,
“Baptists do not, as dodays of the apostles, andCan we say there werevol. iv, p. 427). Had he
most Protestant denominaas a Christian society none? If so, where is thepursued his investigations
tions, date their origin from which has preserved purepromise of Christ? Has Heand followed closely their
the Reformation of 1520.the doctrines of the not said, “Upon this rock | track, he would not only
By means of that greatGospel through all ages will build my church and the have said their origin is in
religious movement, indeed,(Enc. Rel. Knowl., Art. gates of hell shall not prevailthe remote depths of
they were brought forth Mennonites). against it"? Has His word antiquity, but that their
from comparative obscurity Is not this testimony failed? No, never! His origin is in the first church
into prominent notice, andsufficient to prove that theword cannot fail. Heavenat Jerusalem, and their
through it a new and Baptists did not originate atand earth may pass awaygerm at the river Jordan.
powerful impulse was given Munster, or with Roger but His word cannot fail. Baptists may with
to their principles and Williams? Can any one There must have been driumph appeal to the pages
practices in all thosedesire testimony moreChristian people in everyof history upon which may
countries which had satisfactory and moreage, from the days of thebe seen indubitable proof of
renounced allegiance to theconvincing? apostles to the present timeBaptist communities in
Pope of Rome. They did But further. We cannot characterized by the samesuccession descending to us
not, however, originate with say positively when the doctrines and practices. Iffrom the apostles, all
the Reformation, for long Roman church had itsthis continuous line of striped, and bruised, and
before Luther lived, nay, origin. In A.D. 606, we witnesses were not Bap-scarred, and torn, and
long before the Romanlearn that the first Bishoptists, who were they? All mangled, and bloodstained;
Catholic Church herselfof Rome assumed thePedobaptist churches hadnartyrs to the truth: slain
was known, Baptists, andname of Universal Bishop, their origin in or about the
Baptist churches, existedand the Catholic ChurchReformation in the 16th (SeeSUFFER on page 18)
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( N WorldNetDaily, May 25: “In  public,” McCaleb said.”
Fundamental Baptist Information the Grand Canyon state, the
. Supreme Court decided not * ok ok
Service to hear Standhardt v.
By David W. Cloud Arizona, a case brought by  Hindus Worship At
P. O. Box 610368, Port Huron, Ml 48106 two single men who wereMary Shrine. — On May
fons@wayoflife.org denied a marriage license5, a group of 60 Hindus
S /7 The Arizona Court of led by a priest worshipped

Appeals dismissed the suitat the Roman Catholic

Rick Warren’s Dan- that is spiritual judgeth all ©" Oct. 8, and the homo-Mary shrine at Fatima, in

gerous Judge Not Ecu- things” (1 Cor. 2:15) and sexuals sought review byPortugal (Frontpage On-
menism.  — Rick Jesus taught that we shouldhe state Supreme Courtline, Portugal's Weekend

Warren's book The Pur-“judge righteous judgment” fThis is a fantastic vigtory Newspaper in Engl_ish,
pose Driven Life is a No. (John 7:24). To test prea-n the defense of marriage,May 22). The priest

1 bestseller in both Chris-chers and their messag&@id Gary McCaleb, seniorchanted prayers at the
tian and secular markets. Itcarefully by God's Word is coUnsel with the Alliance Catholic altar in the Chapel
contains extensive docu-not a matter of pride, butP€fensé Fund, in a state-of Apparitions. The Hin-

mentation of Warren's wisdom and obedience. InMent. ‘We are extremelydus, who also lit candles
dangerous and unscripturakeeping with his judge notPl€ased at th,e Arizonaand danced outside of the
sjudge not” ecumenical philosophy, Rick Warren Supreme Court’s decisionShrine, were greeted per-

philosophy. On page 164 heuncritically quotes from a N0t 10 hear this case.sonally by the local
says, “God warns us overwide variety of theological Arizona’s marriage laws areCatholic bishop and the

and over not to criticize, heretics, especially Romanclear. The Arizona Court of re_ctor. I_3|shop Ferreira e
Appeals understood that,Silva said, “We don’t want

compare, or judge eachCatholics such as Mother _
other. ... Whenever | judgeTeresa, Brother Lawrence®Nd now the Supreme Courto be fundamentalist, but
has agreed. The plaintiffssincere and honest.”

another believer, four(Carmelite monk), John'" : ) ) |
things instantly happen: IMain (Benedictine monk), SIMPly had no case.” ADF Fatima is the site of an
lose fellowship with God, | Madame Guyon, John of thef€Presented Arizona statealleged “visitation of
expose my own pride, | setCross, and Henri Nouwen.S€N. Mark Anderson as aMary” in 1917, promising
myself to be judged byHe does not warn hisfriend of t_he court. The peace if men would
God, and | harm the fel-readers that these al,egroup’s amicus brief argueddedicate themselves to
lowship of the church.” dangerous false teacherdl@rold Donald Standhardther. On May 13, 1982,
Warren carelessly makeswho held to a false gospel@Nd Tod Alan Keltner, the Pope John Paul Il made a
no distinction betweenand worshipped a falseMen denied a marriagepilgrimage to Fatima to
hypocritical judgment or christ. In the strongest“cense' misrepresented thejedlcate_ the entire world
judgment based on humarterms we urge our readerddW, th_at the I_\/Igssachusett:*.o the “|mmaculat_e heart
tradition and biblical judg- to beware of Rick Warren G00dridge opinion does notof Mary.” He said, “In
ment. Actually, the child of and the Purpose DrivenCONtrol Arizona law and thatentrusting to you, O

God has an obligation tophilosophy. We don't needthere is no national ‘trend”Mother, the world, all
judge everything by God'sa man’s shallow encap_toward same-sex marriageindividuals and peoples, we

Word. The believers atsulations of the New Although the majority of also entrust to you this

Corinth were rebuked Testament faith: we neeg®Mericans consistentlyvery consecration of the
because they were carethe “whole counsel of God” °PP0S€ same-sex ‘mar-world, placing it in your

less in this regard and wereas found in the Scriptures.li29€,’ homosexual activistsmotherly Heart.” On his
tolerant of false teachers (2 have filed lawsuit after 1982 visit the Pope also

Cor. 11:1-4). The Bereans, P lawsuit in an attempt to find thanked Mary for his
radical judges who will tear survival of an assassination
down democratically en- attempt a year earlier, and
acted laws and impose &e returned to Fatima in
radical, nation-changing

agenda on an unwilling (SeeFBIS on page 17)

on the other hand, were

commended because they Homosexual “Mar-
carefully tested everythingriage” Dealt A Blow By
by the Scriptures (ActsArizona Supreme Court.
17:11). The Bible says “he— The following is from
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FBIS . .. women have been givendefinitions and required all therefore the world hateth
(Continued from page 16) different roles by God. Not conversions to be registered/ou” (John 15:19).
surprisingly, many senatorswith the state government.
1991 to repeat his prayerdn this liberal state dis- Without proper registration, * k%
of gratitude on the 10thagreed vehemently andboth ‘converter’ and ‘con-
anniversary of the shooting.several led a protest againsverted’ could be jailed and Conclusion: Friends in
In 1994, John Paul Il told Drollinger’s remarks. Drol- fined. Richard Howell, Christ, do not be dis-
230 Italian bishops in Rome,linger also got into trouble general secretary of thecouraged by any of this. It
“A maternal hand guided when he referred to RomanEvangelical Fellowship of is God’s will that we know
the bullet and the pope wagcatholicism as a falselndia, told Compass Direct,the times and that we be
drawn back from the religion. (California gover- ‘This is an answer toas wise as serpents and
threshold of death” (Evan-nor Arnold Schwarzeneggerprayers offered by Chris-harmless as doves. These
gelical Times, July 1994).is a Catholic.) Drollinger, tians everywhere. We arethings remind us that the
A bullet that was extractedwho heads up Capitolhappy [Jayalalithaa] ishour is very late, and we
from the pope was placedMinistries, is a member of moving away from Hin- need to be ready for the
in the golden, diamond-Grace Community Church,dutva’ [the Hindu nationa- coming of the Lord. Are

studded crown worn by thewhere the senior pastor idist movement].” you sure that you are born
Mary statue at Fatima, anadJohn MacArthur. again? Are you living for
the pontifical sash that was *oEx Christ day by day? “And
perforated by one of the o that, knowing the time, that
bullets was donated to the Passion of Christ now itis high time to awake
Jasna Gora Mary shrine in  Anti-conversion Law Star Nominated For out of sleep: for now is our
Poland. Repealed In Indian State. MTV Award. — The salvation nearer than when
— The following is from sensual MTV channel haswe believed. The night is
* ok % the Baptist Press, May 26:nominated Jim Caviezel forfar spent, the day is at hand:

“Barely a week after its Movie Award for Best let us therefore cast off the

Preacher Causes India’s Congress PartyMale Performance for hisworks of darkness, and let
Uproar In California defeated the previous pro-work in The Passion of theus put on the armour of
Senate. — Ralph Drol- Hindu government in na- Christ. (The Passion of thelight. Let us walk honestly,
linger, who leads a Bible tional elections, an official Christ has earned moreas in the day; not in rioting
study class for lawmakersof the southern Indian statethan $39,000,000 in the U.Sand drunkenness, not in
in Sacramento, caused a®f Tamil Nadu has an-alone.) Also nominated arechambering and wanton-
uproar when he said thathounced the repeal of thefour other Hollywood movie ness, not in strife and
women senators werestate anti-conversion law,stars, including Johnnyenvying. But put ye on the
sinning by living in the state Compass Direct newsDepp (Pirates of thelord Jesus Christ, and
capitol for four days a weekservice reported May 25.Caribbean) and Tom Cruisemake not provision for the
instead of being at homeChief Minister Selvi J. (The Last Samurai). If flesh, to fulfil the lusts
with their children. He said: Jayalalithaa made theCaviezel were a staunchthereof” (Rom. 13:11-14)
“It is one thing for a mother announcement May 18 in aBible-believing Christian
to work out of her home five-page statement, noting,(he is a Roman Catholic) QUOTES
while her children are in‘l have ordered that theand if The Passion of the
school. It is quite anotherTamil Nadu Prohibition of Christ were faithful to the The ladder of life is full
matter to have children inForcible Conversion of Word of God, MTV would of splinters, but they
the home and live away inReligion Act 2002 be not touch it with a always prick the hardest
Sacramento for four daysfrepealed at once.’ Theproverbial “ten foot pole.” when we're sliding down!
a week. Whereas theTamil Nadu anti-conversionJesus warned, “If ye were
former could be in keepinglaw was enacted on Oct.of the world, the world
with the spirit of Proverbs 5, 2002, despite large-scalavould love his own: but When God denies His
31, the latter is sinful” (Los protests by the Christianbecause ye are not of thechild anything, it is with the
Angeles Daily News, May minority and opposition world, but | have chosendesign to give him
25). He said that men andparties. It contained looseyou out of the world, something better.0 0 0O

* % %
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SUFFER . .. century. Jones says: “Theresecond century; and thisthat was crushing them. All
(Continued from page 15) was scarcely a town inbeautiful valley from time over Europe men rose up
Africa in which there were to time became an asylunpleading and contending for
by the most cruel torturesnot Donatist churches.”for the oppressed, and druth and religious freedom.
that Satan could invent, byThe Paulicians appearedefuge for the persecutedThese glad notes, wafted
prisons, and dungeons, and\.-D. 650 in Greece, andWe are told that they wereby the winds of heaven,
starvation, by fire, and were found in other portionsfirst called believers and reverberating amid the
gibbet, and sword; men and®f Europe in 1017. Thefrom time to time were mountains and valleys, and
women, in the face of Patarines were known inknown by different names;echoing through the dark
danger, and suffering, andthe year 330, and Dr. Allix and ecclesiastical writersand dense forests, were
death, standing firm andsays: “By means of thecalled them Vaudois, heard by thousands shel-
immovable in the faith of Patarines the truth wasValdenses and Waldensestered in remote obscurity,
the gospel — these werepreserved in A.D. 517, simply from their living in who cheerfully came forth
the true followers of Christ, falling and rising as valleys. from their retreats and
and faithful witnesses ofpersecution became more For many years, in thisconfessed themselves Bap-
Jesus during the dark andr less severe, but nevesecluded retreat, theytists. Can this be true? Let
fearful ages when the Mandisappearing; in the 13thworshipped God in peace;Mosheim, the Lutheran
of Sin ruled the world. We century they had increasedout this people, so pure andhistorian, again testify; hear
are proud to claim them asgreatly. Persecution was salevoted, were doomed tohim:
our brethren — would to great that they scatteredpersecution, and for many  “The true origin of that
God we were worthy to beand either formed churchesages suffered in the ex-sect which acquired the
associated with them. of other names or unitedtreme; and in the 13thdenomination of Anabap-
All historians acknow- With kindred brethren, and century the Pope institutedtists by their administering
ledge that the primitive it is believed they were a crusade against them, andnew the rite of Baptism
Christian church extendeddispersed in Italy until the they suffered such torturesto those who came over to
into the second century.Reformation.” as the “Man of Sin” only their communion, is hidden
And we find upon the pages At the foot of the Alps could invent. Their prin- in the depths of antiquity
of history that the Tertullian there is a valley calledciples, however, continuedand is of consequence
and Montanes BaptistsPiedmont, believed to be saunsubdued, and at the timedifficult to be ascertained.”
appeared in the secondiamed on account of itsof the Reformation their He further says: “It must
century, extending into Asia, Situation, frompede at the descendants numberede observed that they are
Africa and some parts offoot, and montium of the 800,000. When Piedmontnot entirely in error when
Europe. The Novatians ap-mountains It is said to became subject to Francehey boast of their descent
peared in the third century,contain 13,000 square milesn 1800, the French governfrom the Waldenses and
and were found in Franceand surrounded by moun-ment gave them toleration,Petrobrussians and other
A.D. 254, and were plantedtains, and intersected withbut in 1814 persecutionancient sects who are
all over the Roman Empire,deep and rapid rivers andevived, and they wereusually considered as
and were numerous atmany streams whichagain subjected to fire andwitnesses of the truth in
Alexandria, Constantinople fertilize the land, the whole sword as before. Sometimes of general darkness
and in Phrygia, and thoughcountry interspersed withyears ago, we are informedand superstition. Before the
greatly persecuted werehills and dales, resembles ahey were visited by somerise of Luther and Calvin,
found in a prosperouswatered garden, and in itspious and benevolentthere lay concealed in
condition as late as thebeauty and plenty is like persons, and their numbemlmost all the countries of
middle of the fifth century; unto an earthly paradise.is computed to be aboutEurope, particularly in
and Robinson says “aThis valley at an early age20,000. When the Reform-Bohemia, Moravia, Switzer-
succession of them con-0f the Christian Eraers in the 16th centuryland and Germany, many
tinued until the Reformation became a place of refugesounded the note of generapersons who adhered
in the 16th century.” to the true worshipers ofliberty, it was hailed with tenaciously to the doctrines,
Donatists we find in the Christ. joy, and men everywhereetc., which is the true
4th century, extending their History tells us that arose and struggled to cast
influence until the 8th they existed here in theoff the oppressive weight (SeeSUFFER on page 19)
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SUFFER . .. progress of the Baptistrapid increase of the de-truth without any mixture of
(Continued from page 18) denomination in the United nomination in this country, error for its matter;” and
States in the last onehow true the words of thethat it is given to man for
source of all the pecu-hundred years, | copy fromtext and how applicable toall succeeding time, and that
liarities that are to be foundthe Baptist Year Book of us, “Though thy beginning there is a curse resting on

in the religious doctrine and1874: was small, yet thy latter endall who addeth thereto or

discipline of the Ana- “In the year 1770, there should greatly increase. Fortaketh therefrom.

baptists” (Mosheim, Hist. of were in the United States,inquire, | pray thee, of the

Anabaptists, p. 491). 77 churches; in 1874 thereformer age.” Yes, Baptists Baptist Principles and
So we have foundwere 21,510 churches; 10Gn every age, amid reproach Practices

Baptists in great numbersyears ago, about 250and persecution, have stood

in the 16th century, in theministers; in 1874 therefirm, and have ever testified What are the dis-

year of the Reformation, were 13,354;in 1784, aboutto the most important truthstinctive principles of
when, or about the time,34,100 members, in 1874of the Bible in their purity Baptists? As Baptists,
Pedobaptist churches hadhere were 1,761,171and simplicity, and havewhile we agree in some
their origin. The Baptists of members, and it is com-always contended earnestlypoints, we differ in others
England in their Jubilee puted that at the presenfor the faith once deliveredfrom other denominations,
Memorial, in 1855, say: time the number of mem-to the saints. and we think the points of
“England undoubtedly re-bers is 1,815,000. For the As Baptists, we look difference are important.
ceived the gospel in thelast twenty years and morepack through 18 centuries,The doctrines we embrace
days of the apostles, andhurches have increased aand find our origin not at and to which we so strictly
its ecclesiastical historythe rate of one for everyMunster, nor at the adhere, are learned from
plainly proves that thou-day in the year. IncreaseReformation, nor in the darkthe Word of God. We are
sands were baptized acof membership at the rateages, but that the firstindebted to no profound
cording to the primitive of 1,300 for every week. Baptist church was thephilosophers and gigantic
mode.” Wales was alsoNow, one in every 27 of church at Jerusalem. Whileintellects who are regarded
visited and Baptist churchesthe entire population areall this is valuable andas wise men and lights of
constituted, and sustainedBaptists. One hundredencouraging to the Baptiststhe world, although, in every
and, it is said, that severalyears ago there were noof the present day, it is farage, in our ranks have been
Baptist churches nowBaptist newspapers, nowmore important to know men of the highest literary
existing, date back theirthere are over 50; 100that our principles andattainments, and vast wis-
origin to the 17th century; years ago there was onepractices are plainly taughtdom and devout piety, still
this brings their history to college, Brown University, and enjoined in the Bible;these were followed only so
the present time. “Theat Providence, RI. now for as Baptists, we take thefar as they followed the
oldest Baptist church nowthere are 42. In SouthBible only as our standard,teachings of God’s Word.
existing, in Britain, bears Carolina, 100 years ago,believing that God has givenOur fathers, for the most
date A.D. 1633.” Wales, there were about 10 or 11it to us asthe rule in part, were plain and un-
Scotland and Ireland, fromchurches; in 1874 thereconstituting our churches,assuming men; they trusted
early times till now, have were 759, and now aboutalso to guide our faith andnot in their own wisdom, but
had their Baptist churches.800; 100 years ago, abougovern our actions; that assought the guidance of the
In A.D. 1639, Baptists 200 or 300 members; inthe only Lawgiver in Zion, Holy Spirit; they never
were found in the United 1874 there were 93,922 His will is to be obeyed. consulted public sentiment,
States of America, andnow about 95,000.” Now, We believe that the but searched the Scriptures
though meeting with muchone in every 8 of the entireScriptures were written by for themselves, feeling that
opposition, and persecutionpopulation of the State arethe inspiration of God, andit was their duty to obey
from Protestants, estab-Baptists. One hundredcontain all necessaryGod rather than man; they
lished churches and Stateyears ago there was oneénformation and instruction; read and studied the Bible,
governments, have rapidlyAssociation in the State,that by its principles we arebelieving it to mean just
increased, and are nownow there are 26. to be judged; “that it haswhat it said, and anxious to
spread over the entire When we look over the God for its Author,
country. In showing the world, and especially at thesalvation for its end, and(SeeSUFFER on page 20)
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SUFFER . .. time. That the churches ofmembers by force, against Baptists do not believe
(Continued from page 19) Christ materially differ their will or consent, nor that the apostles established
from all human organiza- without their knowledge; one visible organized body
obey its commands, and tdions, and are separatethat God requires us tocalledthe church of which
practice just what it taught. distinct, and independent ofworship Him in spirit and all the local bodies of
Their children have everthe State or civil power. in truth, and in order thatbelievers should be subor-
pursued the same coursetiuman societies have forour service may be accepdinate parts omranches
and thus, while avoiding their object the temporalted it must be that of love,but they believe that each
many errors into which well-being of its members; faith and obedience. Wechurch had a right to the
others have fallen, theythe churches of Christ havemust first give ourselves todistinctive name,church
hope they have obtained dor their object the conver-the Lord and then to theaccording to the meaning of
clearer knowledge of divine sion and salvation of souls,church. the word ecclesiafrom
truth, and have been enaand the glory of God. All We read that all the which the word church is
bled to embrace, andhuman institutions aremembers of the apostolic orderived, as the church at
adhere more firmly to the governed by human laws:primitive churches were Jerusalem, the church at
teachings of Christ and Histhe churches of Christ arecalled saints, consequentlyCorinth, etc.
apostles, and to follow moregoverned by divine laws. all Baptist churches receive ~ We believe that God
closely in the footsteps of We learn from the Bible as members only those whantended there should be
the divine Master. We sayand the teachings andgive evidences of regeneraseparate and distinct
this not in the spirit of practice of the apostles, thation. Baptists regard infantschurches, equal in all
boasting, but in devoutnone but baptized believersand unbaptized persons andespects; established upon
thankfulness to God. are entitled to membershipunregenerated persons athe same principles and
Baptists believe, “That in the churches of Christ:having no connection with governed by the same laws
a visible church of Christ that the apostles invariablythe visible church of Christ. — no one subject to
is a congregation of bap-demanded repentance an@8aptists believe that theanother, nor to any earthly
tized believers, united byfaith before baptism, andapostles constituted eachhead. Had Christ or the
covenant in the faith andbefore admittance into thechurch, a free and indepenapostles intended that there
fellowship of the gospel, church. Philip would not dent body, independent ofshould be but one organized
observing the ordinances ofoaptize the Ethiopianeach other, and of allbody calledthe churchand
Christ, governed by Hiseunuch until he professedothers, separately or comthat all the local churches
laws, and exercising thefaith in Christ: Paul was notbined: that each church wasshould be dependent upon,
gifts, rights and privileges received and baptized byresponsible to Christ its onlyand subject to it, they would
invested in them by Histhe church until the churchlawgiver, accountable to nohave told us so; but on the
word; that its only was satisfied of his con-power on earth, civil or contrary they constituted
Scriptural officers are version, and so we find itreligious, national or eccle-many churches, all having
Bishops or Pastors, andn every instance in thesiastical; to no Congressthe same powers and
Deacons, whose qualifica-Acts of the apostles. Parliament, Synod, Asso-privileges.
tions, claims and duties, are  The Bible teaches, thatciation, Convention, Con- Baptists believe “That
defined in the Epistles toindividual personal faith is ference, Priest, Bishop orChristian baptism is the
Timothy and Titus” (Enc. absolutely necessary toPope. But it recognizesimmersion of a believer,
Rel. Knowl.). entitle any one to member-Christ and owns Him only upon a profession of his
Baptists believe that theship in the church of Christ:as Master; and to Him itfaith, in water, in the name
principles upon which the that Christians are to bestands or falls. It submitsof the Father, Son and Holy
churches of Christ are tobaptized upon a professionto no authority but His Ghost, to show forth in a
be constituted are plainlyof their faith; that no one above its own. This prin- solemn and beautiful em-
given in the Bible, and thatcan exercise faith forciple is dear to every blem our faith in a crucified
the churches constituted byanother; each individual isBaptist, and they have inand risen Savior, with its
the apostles were constituio believe for himself, to be every age appreciated itseffects in our death to sin
ted on these principles, and>aptized for himself; it must importance, and have evemland resurrection to a new
that they are to be strictlybe his own free cordial act:cherished and defended it
adhered to in all succeedinghat none should be madeas a heaven born principle (SeeSUFFER on page 21)
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SUFFER . .. fruits, for “by their fruits ye interfere in matters whichwhich sets them apart
(Continued from page 20) shall know them” (Enc. concern our relation to God.makes them no better than
Rel. Knowl.). If the State establishes ortheir brethren; they are not

life: that it is prerequisite Baptists believe “that prohibits any form of set apart as lords over
to the privileges of a Christ secures justificationreligion; if it supports one God’s heritage, but as
church relation, and to theto all who believe in Him: form to the rejection of servants of the church, to
Lord’s Supper” (Enc. Rel. that justification includes another; if it prescribes theserve in spiritual things. All
Knowl.). the pardon of sin, and theform of devotion, private or Pastors or Bishops are of
Baptists regard thepromise of life eternal on public, or interferes in any equal rank and possess
Lord’s Supper as anthe principles of righteous-way in the matter of equal rights and privileges,
ordinance of Christ, andness; that it is bestowed noteligious faith or practice, and in church relations are
that none but baptizedin consideration of our goodit transcends its powers andn all respects like their
believers are admitted toworks, but solely throughis guilty of wrong. brethren. Baptists have
this ordinance: “that it is a faith in Christ's blood by Baptists have always inalways contended for this
spiritual feast in which virtue of which faith,His every age contended forprinciple.
nourishment for the re-righteousness is imputed tdiberty of conscience. Soul  But there are persons
newed soul is representedus of God: that it reconcilesliberty, not only for them- professing to be teachers of
It is intended for Christiansus to God and securesselves but for others. Forreligion, who have usurped
in their church family every blessing needful forthis principle Baptists from the office of priesthood,
capacity, provided for thetime and eternity” (Enc. their beginning until this day exercising power over the
members of that visible Rel. Knowl.). have been battling. The pleaonsciences of men, with-
family.” All the members Baptists believe in the of Peter and John to theholding from them the pure
not under censure are noperseverance of the saintsjJewish Sanhedrin has beemword of truth, and leading
only entitled, but are that such only are realreverberating through allthem in spiritual ignorance
positively enjoined by Christ believers as endured unteages down to the presentdown to eternal death. The
Himself to participate in the end: that persevering‘whether it be right in the belief in the necessity of a
this ordinance. “The brokenattachment to Christ is thesight of God to hearken untohuman mediator, and the
bread is, not the real, butmark which distinguishesyou more than unto Godbelief in the official holiness
the emblem of the Savior'sthem from false professors;judge ye, for we cannot butof the teacher of religion
body broken on the crossthat a special providencespeak the things which wehas greatly hindered the
for sinners:; and the wine iswatches over their welfare:have seen and heard” (Actprogress of the religion of

not the real, but the emblemthat they are kept by the4:19-20). Christ. No error is more
of His shed blood. The power of God, through faith The last distinction | fatal to true piety and
eating of the bread and theunto salvation.” “If ye shall mention is, thatholiness. Baptists, to their

drinking of the wine are continue in my word then Baptists believe there is buthonor be it said, have borne
essential to this ordinanceare ye my disciples indeed’one Mediator and High testimony to these great
Thus the members of the(Enc. Rel. Knowl). Priest between God andruths, and for them have
church by the use of bread Baptists believe in the man, the man Christ Jesusever been persecuted. Yes,
and wine are to com-absolute separation ofconsequently they reject allpersecuted even unto death,
memorate together thechurch and State: theyhuman mediators and huby Jews, Pagans, Roman-
dying love of Christ, pre- believe that the State hasnan Priests: they believeists and even Protestants.
ceded always by solemnno right to interfere in every believer has the Baptists have ever
and prayerful self-exami- matters belonging to theprivilege, in his own person, contended for a converted
nation” (Enc. Rel. Knowl.). conscience; that every marof drawing near to God, church membership, for
Baptists believe thathas a perfect right to wor-through the intercession ofabsolute separation of
regeneration, or, “beingship God according to theChrist. They believe thatchurch and State, for the
born again”, is necessary todictates of his conscienceGod designs that menindependency of the
salvation; that regenerationWhen man violates theshould be set apart for thechurches, for the right of
is the work of the Holy rights of man, the State mayGospel ministry, and thatprivate judgment, for the
Spirit; and its evidence will interfere and punish thethe church sets them apart
be manifested in goodwrong, but should notand not the clergy; the act(SeeSUFFER on page 22)
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SUFFER . .. prison windows — they wandered about in sheepevery such person or
(Continued from apge 21)  have languished and died irskins and goat-skins; beingpersons shall be sentenced
prisons, and dungeonsdestitute, afflicted, tor- to banishment” (Winthrop
sufficiency of the Scriptures Baptists have had theirmented; of whom the world p. 211).
as a rule of faith andproperty plundered andwas not worthy; they From the oppressive
practice, and for immersionconfiscated and have beemandered in deserts and idaws enacted in the New
only as Christian baptism;left penniless — they havemountains and in dens andEngland States, the Baptists
they have rejected sprink-been banished and exiledcaves of the earth” (Heb.and Quakers for many
ling and pouring as baptism,Old men with gray hairs, 11:35-39). years suffered incredible
infant baptism, baptismalfeeble and infirm; children The Baptists have, inhardships. In New England
regeneration and all humarnyoung and tender; andthis prediction, given evi- a law was passed declaring
priesthood, and for thesewomen with new-born dence of its truth. that none shall hereafter be
principles were and areinfants, have been banished A few words as to the admitted freemen or be
persecuted. This persecuand forced to leave theirpersecution of the Baptistsentitled to any share in the
tion commenced with Johnhomes and country andin America. The Pilgrim government, or be capable
the Baptist, the forerunnertheir possessions. fathers fled from perse- of holding office, or serving
of Christ, and has continued  Yes, Baptists have beencution to this country, but as juryman, but such as
to this day. In tracing them,beheaded, slain by thethey understood not thehave been received into the
we follow the path every- sword, at the block, at theprinciples, nor did they church (established) as
where marked with blood; stake, at the rack; — theypossess the spirit ofmembers. Every person,
“John the Baptist washave been whipped, andeligious liberty. Historians who held not the favorite
beheaded in prison, Christdrowned, and hung, andtell us that, while on boardopinions concerning the
our captain, the leader ofburned. Yes, they havethe ship, on their way todoctrines of religion, the
our faith was crucified on suffered tortures the mostthis country, before theydiscipline of the church
the cross, and it is believedsevere, and pains the moshad yet landed on our(established), or the rites
His disciples with one excruciating, that men andshores, the “court ofand ceremonies of worship
exception sealed theirdevils could invent or assistants” enacted a lawwas at once cast out of
testimony with blood, and inflict. All this, for opposing that their ministers’ housessociety, and deprived of all
even that exception, Johrerror, and adhering strictly should be built at the publicof the privileges of a
the beloved disciple wasand closely to the pure wordcharge and their salariescitizen. All authority to
banished to the Isle ofof God. How true are theestablished. receive into the church, or
Patmos, martyrs to thewords of Christ, “ye shall Thus the church andrefuse admittance, was
truth; and thus for eighteenbe hated of all men for myState were united. Mengiven to the clergy and
centuries have Baptistsname’s sake.” And howwere forced to supportleading men of the church
suffered and bled and diedtrue are the words of Godchurches in opposition to(Backus Church History).
for the truth of the gospel; spoken through Paul, whotheir convictions. After- Great power was given
for the religion of Jesus,was persecuted and bewards a law was enactedo the clergy (Backus
ministers have beenheaded. at Boston for the specialChurch History); “the most
dragged from the pulpit — In speaking of the benefit of the Baptists, andvaluable civil rights de-
congregations scattered —triumphs of faith, he saysreads thus: “It is orderedpended upon qualifications
prayer meetings broken up‘others were tortured notand agreed that if anypurely ecclesiastical.” The
— worship in families accepting deliverance, thatperson or persons withinclergy determined and fixed
molested — Baptist minis-they might obtain a betterthis jurisdiction shall either the civil and political
ters and laymen have beemesurrection, and others hadpenly oppose or condemncondition of every citizen.
fined and imprisoned, Bap-trial of cruel mockings and the baptizing of infants or Roger Williams was a
tist ministers confined in jail scourgings, yea moreovergo about secretly to seducenoble champion for “soul
for preaching the “glorious of bonds and imprison- others from the approbationliberty,” (as he called it) and
gospel of the blessed God"'ments; they were stonedor use thereof, or shallreligious freedom. He boldly
— have preached thatthey were sawn asunderpurposely depart from thepreached religious liberty,
same gospel through thewere tempted, were slaincongregation at the minis-
grates and bars of theirwith the sword; they tration of the ordinance, (SeeSUFFER on page 23)
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SUFFER . .. officer of government, State united, and the churchof Virginia, Patrick Henry
(Continued from page 22) forced to attend the parishof England established.rode fifty miles to volunteer
church, afterwards triedLaws were enacted for thehis services in their de-
liberty of conscience, andand fined; Mr. Holmes 30 support of the clergy. Menfense; he succeeded and
liberty of worship, and pounds ($150), Mr. Clark were compelled by law tothey were liberated. As he
declared that the civil 20 pounds ($100) and Mr.have their children chris- entered the house, he heard
magistrate had no right toCrandall 5 pounds ($25), intened; compelled to attendthe indictment read by the
coerce the consciences ofase of failure, to bepublic worship and to useKing's attorney. He took
men, nor inflict civil publicly whipped. the “Book of Common the paper in his hand and
penalties upon men for their ~ Dr. Clark while in Prayer.” Laws were enac-addressed the court,
forms of religious faith and prison offered to discussted to prevent preaching byeloquently, truthfully and
worship. He was a firm the points of doctrine heother denominations, or toeffectively. In his speech
advocate for Baptist embraced, but no one woulchold prayer meetings, orhe said:
principles; but he was notreason with him. The finesany kind of public worship. “Did | hear an ex-
the first Baptist preacher inof Clark and Crandall were And even marriages werepression as if a crime, that
the world, neither was hepaid by their friends without not recognized as lawfulthese men are charged
the father of the Baptists,their consent; they wereunless the ceremony waswith? What! for preaching
nor of religious liberty; he, released and ordered tgerformed by the ministerthe gospel of the son of
however, belongs to the lineleave the country. Mr. of the established church,God.” Swinging the indict-
to the chain. Religious Holmes positively declined and in fact all other mentthree times around his
liberty has been, from theto pay his fine, nor would ministers were forbidden tohead, he exclaimed, “Great
days of John the Baptisthe suffer his friends to payperform the ceremony. God!” He said: “these men
until now, a cordial Baptist it. He was tied to the Many oppressive lawsare accused of preaching
principle. That first gospel Whipping post and publicly were enacted against theéhe gospel of the son of
preacher on the banks ofwhipped in Boston, and weBaptists and Quakers. AGod! Great God!” and with
the Jordan was a Baptist@re told that very near thelaw was enacted “that allsimilar words, thrice re-
and from his day until now, identical spot, there nowpersons that shall refuse teated, he inquired “what
the same faith and practicestands a large and beautifutarry their children to alaw have they violated?”
has been maintained ancedifice, from the pulpit of lawful minister to have them The judge could endure it
defended by a noble armywhich a Baptist preacherbaptized shall be amercecho longer and bade the
of martyrs. proclaims to a large and200 pounds of tobacco,sheriff dismiss those men.
John Clark and Obadiahintelligent congregation, the ‘one-half to the informer It is the glory of the
Holmes were firm Baptists, same truth for which and one-half to the public’ Baptists, that while they
and they fearlessly andHolmes was whipped. “ (Henning’s Stat., ii: 165). have suffered persecution
boldly contended for re- Clark and Roger Men were fined and almost from all dominant
ligious liberty and Baptist Williams went to England imprisoned for preachingsects, they have never
principles. Their names withto promote the interest ofthe gospel. Men and womerretaliated, they have never
many others are dear toRhode Island. They suc-fined for not going to persecuted, even when it
American Baptists, for theirceeded in obtaining achurch. Men fined andwas in their power. It is,
struggles and sufferings forcharter granting religiousimprisoned, and whipped forand was, and ever shall be
freedom of conscience:liberty to all the inhabitants not having their children against their principles; they
their memories will ever be of the colony. They possesshristened. Men imprisonedcannot persecute, they
fondly cherished, andthe honor of contributing for holding a prayer have not so learned Christ.
handed down to generationgnuch towards establishingmeeting, and for allowing Religious freedom now
yet to come. the first government on thethem to be held at theirprevails in this country, and
Dr. John Clark, while earth that give full and houses. some one may be ready to
preaching at Lynn nearequal liberty, civil and When Lewis Craig and ask: “Why recall the past?
Boston, July 20th, 1651,religious, to all men living Joseph Craig, and AaronWhy speak of these
was arrested, with hisunder it. Bledsoe, were arrested fompersecutions? Why not let
friends Obadiah Holmes In Virginia, in its early preaching the gospel of the
and John Crandall, by andays, we find church andson of God, in the colony (SeeSUFFER on page 24)
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BODY . .. the imaginations of the tended and suffered for the endure and contend for
(Continued from page 4)  thoughts.” So why do | truth. Persecution shows the “faith once delivered
persist in trying to deceivewho are Christ's people, unto the saints.” Let the
awake to what it has lost,Him? | cannot do it. He and who are not. Perse-love of Christ constrain
because when God’s wratlknows too much. Thatcution is an evidence of us to devote all we have,
breaks it will be too late. | makes me decide to let Himthe anti-Christian character our hands, tongues, money,
am concerned about théave His way with me. Will of the Roman church. The and prayers to the spread
individuals who read theseYou join me in that decision?church of Christ never of the truth, and the
words. None of us is ableYou'll find the Lord Jesus persecutes. Forgotten! extension of Christ’s

to bring pressure to bear ofChrist  to  be more yes, when these Kingdom. 0

nations, but it may be thatwonderful than you have predictions are blotted out

our argument and influenceever imagined! 0 by Almighty God from the WNR....

can yet bring some Bible; when the stars of (Continued from page 14)

individuals to a realization BIBLE . . . heaven shall fall, and the

of what it means to shut(Continued from page 6)  earth shall fail, and when in the film rant like

God out of the life. time shall be no more, then, lunatics much of the
Do you recall what God want to think about it.” they may be forgotten, but time. The film did get

said to Solomon in 1 Chron.  The first verse of Psaimnot before. Why, even one thing right. It is
28:9? “And, thou, Solomon, 1 in the Holman Christian now, while we rejoice in indeed a ‘crime’ (to use
my son, know thou the GodStandard Bible, meanwhile,our liberty, in some breasts their word) to censor an
of thy father, and servebegins, “How happy is thethere is the spirit of opposing view in the
Him with a perfect heart, man who does not follow persecution, but through classroom. This lesson has
and with a willing mind: for the advice of the wicked.” the mercy of God, we are been lost on secular
the Lord searcheth all[Excerpts from a Religious permitted, yea, all denomi- humanists today who
hearts and understandeth alNews Service article.]0  nations, to worship God as attempt to censor any

the imaginations of the our consciences dictate. evidence contrary to their
thoughts: if thou seek Him, SUFFER . . . As Baptists our gratitude dogmatic belief in evolution.
He will be found of thee; (Continued from page 23) ascends to God, for the For Christians, the lesson
but if thou forsake Him, He peace we enjoy; and while to be learned is that we

will cast thee off for ever.” these things be forgottenWe as citizens rejoice in must be able to give

Does not that word of as barbarities of by-goneour civil freedom, we answers for our faith. After
advice come to us todaydays, as deeds done in sejoice more in that all, Christianity is a logical,
with the same force that itdark age?” Forgotten! For-freedom which gives us defensible faith. d
must have exerted ongotten! Indeed! No! never! the liberty of worshipping
Solomon? | think so. GodWe ask, What is the use ofGod under our own vine HOMO . . .
does not change. He is “thehistory? We want our ownand fig tree, where none (Continued from page 2)
same, yesterday, today angeople to know, and wecan molest us or make us
for ever” — the unchangingwant the world to know afraid. national church and return
One. He asks us to servavhat our fathers have Shall we celebrate our 4 the independent status
Him with the whole heart. suffered for the truth; what National Independence andhe congregation had for
He desires too, a “willing principles and practicesnhot call to mind the great o5t of its 369-year
mind.” have borne good fruit, andvictories of soul liberty, pjgory.

Too often we say we have triumphed. The suf-Which God has given us?  The 1.3 million-member
would really like to serve ferings of Christ's people Let us value our liberty ypited Church of Christ
God, but circumstancesare a part of the history ofand do what we can to pegan ordaining openly gay
make it difficult or Christ's church; a fulfill- extend like blessings to ¢jergy in 1972. Leaders of
impossible. We are able toment of Christ’s predic- all the race of man. If we he Wethersfield church
make splendid excuses fottions. Forgotten! No! do not suffer as our gaig this stand and others
ourselves, but then, | read It is right and proper ancestors have done, letatfirming homosexuality do
that “the Lord searcheth allfor us to rehearse the deedtgheir zeal and suffering ot conform to their views
hearts and understandeth ahf those who have con-€émulate us to strive, of the Biple. 0




