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The Scriptures and the First Baptist
Church of Jerusalem

The Scriptures disclose David (2 Sam. 7:4-17). He
three houses of witness; fulfills the redemption price
namely, the House of Seth, By W. Lee Rector provided in the Abrahamic
and the House of Abraham, covenant in the birth of the
and the House of God. years. perpetuated the faith of theVirgin’s Son (Mt. 27:35;

1. The first to witness 2. The second to wit- House of Seth and thusLk. 2:7), and in His
is the House of Seth (Genness is the House ofdoing He helps preserve thecrucifixion (Mt. 27:35). And
4.25-26). Here, men begamAbraham (Gen. 12:1-3).“seed of the woman” (Gen.finally he will culminate the
to call upon the name ofHere, the Lord makes a3:15). He renews thisKingly aspect of the
the Lord. The witnesses arecovenant with Abram andcovenant with Isaac andDavidic covenant with the
set forth in Gen. 5:1to Gen.promises to make Hiswith Jacob, and identifiescoming of the Lord Jesus
8:22, and these witnesseHouse of Witness a blessingooth redemption andto reign over the kingdoms
during a period approx-unto all the families of the millennial truth in the
imating two thousand earth. In this house, Hecovenant He makes with (SeeRECTOR on page 7)

Would You The State of the Baptist Withess Booze In the

Run? Bible
By Chester E. Tulga

Imagine this happening  The early witness of truths they advocated are Too long we have
to you. One Sundaythe people called Baptistsstill largely buried in dusty listened to the pious
morning during service awas recorded in their ownlibraries and unknown to theexpression, heard from
2,000 member congregatiorblood. These are the peopl@aptists of our day. many quarters, which says,
was surprised to see twowho called attention to the  Very early in Baptist “Let the preacher stick to
men enter, both coveredNew Testament church, thelife (especially in England) his Bible and leave the
from head to toe in blackseparation of church andthey began to form fel- liquor question to laymen
and carrying submachinestate, believers’ baptism,lowships, which later and politicians.”
guns. One of the menthe importance of observingbecame associations and One has only to
proclaimed, “Anyone will- the ordinances after thestill later became conven-examine the Bible to find
ing to take a bullet for New Testament pattern,tions which undermined theabundant references con-
Christ remain where youand the duty of godly living. independence of the chur-demning the drink evil. In

The books they wrote, the
(SeeRUN on page 4)  papers they edited and the (SeeTULGA on page 4) (SeeBOOZE on page 4)
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Quiz The Pastor -- #34 shedding. The abortionists(Read Psa. 19:7-11; 119).
do not go about their daily = The only safe guide for
. lives in a state of guilt or right living is the Word of
Can We Trust Our Conscience? torment, because they argsod. We can always de-
convinced their actions arepend on the Word. At the
By the late Nick Michalinos proper and permissible.moment of salvation, the
They have been educatedbeliever has his conscience
by the views, the opinions,purged by the blood of
and the consciences ofChrist “from dead works to
others. There is no inwardserve the living God” (Heb.

Question: Can we Word of God. The con-
trust our conscience to bescience is a faculty of
a safe instructor and guidenstruction and education. guilt to be reckoned with. 9:14). This is a new be-

Answer.0l | don’t think The word conscienceTpis s the point we areginning for the saints of
we know as much aboutmeans *a knowing With” aying  This God-createdGod, and we must move
the conscience that we("con” — with, "SCIENCE” 5.ty acting as an umpireforward and upward in our
would like to know, but I'm — to know). Itis a WIithess ¢4 161 5 conscience can beChristian lives, allowing our
convinced there is enoughborne to one’s CondUthultivated to accept wrongminds to go through a
light from the Bible to help according to the light Onedoing as right doing by renewing process as we

us to better understandpossesses. God inhereml)étandards set by man, buadhere to the Word of God
something about thisplaces within every man thisapart from the Mind :':md (Rom. 12:2).

important unseen facultywitness that can be in'WiII of God
that resides within each offluenced by right or wrong '

us. !nforma_tlon. From this who have their “conscienceor law should demand of
By my count, | have information or knowledge, goareq (cauterized) with athe believer that which is

found 32 direct referencesour conscience will set hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:2) so as contrary to the dictates of

in the Bible that mention rules, standards or criteria;; |55e g]| feelings of right his God instructed con-

the “conscience.” Since wethat will either approve or ;. wrong. Their consciencescience.

cannot look at all of thesedisapprove our actions. 45 peen perverted. Just as “We ought to obey God

32 verses, we'l answer We have heard of “seared” flesh can lose allrather than man” (Acts
your question, and then givesome who can murdersensibility the nerves being5:29)

an explanation as pertainingvithout any feelings of yoqiroved, even so there are  We must live and move
to the purpose and functionwrong doing or remorse.come consciences whichwithin the realm of the

of the conscience. Their conscience does Nnot,,ihing can affect. TheyWord if we want to have a
To answer your condemn the wrong doing.«.| evil good, and good clear, approving conscience,

guestion, I must answerMillions of innocent infants evil That put bitter for and thereby glorify God
with a qualified “yes.” By have been aborted over thg  cat and sweet for evil” '

this, | mean we can dependast few years, but the(lsa. 5:20). f \
upon our conscience to beconscience of the abor- Even after a person is
a safe guide only if our tionist does not accuse himyg ., again by faith in Christ Many Folks
conscience is guided by theor her of this blood-

We must “learn to do
Paul speaks of peoplewell” (Isa. 1:17). No man

as Savior, the consciencsd

alone is not a good guide tg
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/USRI Message Preached April 8, 1979 — #14
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o . translated by the wordpastor of this church at
Wed el anearn Sea  dinm

“myrrh.” The word means Smyrna. Polycarp was
{the Great Sea) . _ “pitter” and it was one of martyred on February 23 in
PR o | the ingredients used in thethe year 160 A.D. after
e o " embalming of the dead. Forhaving been a Christian for
myrrh to be used, it had to86 years. Now, if you
be crushed to bring out itssubtract 86 from 168 you
[These messages on theast some of you intofragrance. find that he became a
Book of Revelation are prison, that ye may be  The location of Smyrna Christian, or was converted
being published *“astried; and ye shall have today is a city by the nameat 82 years of age.
preached,” and not as theyribulation ten days: be of Izmir which is the largest We have preserved for
would normally be in thou faithful unto death, city in Asiatic Turkey and us some of the writings of
written form. They form a and | will give thee a is famous as a city of greatthe writers that lived in that
total of 113 messagescrown of life. He that beauty and for its manyday and time. They are
preached at the Centrahath an ear, let him hear magnificent buildings. As usually found in books
Baptist Church, Little Rock, what the Spirit saith unto we mentioned, these severtalled the books of the
Arkansas over a period ofthe churches; He thatcities are located roughly inFathers. The Anti-Nicene
two years, in 1979-1981.overcometh shall not bea circle, Smyrna beingFathers are some of them.
We hope they will be ahurt of the second dedth about 40 miles north of One man by the name of
blessing to each of you agRev. 2:8-11). Ephesus. It also was thegnatius, in his writings,
you read them. It is our seat of a fairly good sizesays that he visited
hope to complete tran-  This now is the secondor a large population of Polycarp in the year 108
scribing all of them and tocity to which we find a Jews. A.D. and that Polycarp was
print them in the form of a letter has been directed, the The church had anthe pastor of the church.
verse-by-verse commen-city of Smyrna. At the time interesting background. | Besides Ignatius, we
tary.] this letter was written, it want to look in history for have three other men who
was a city that was alreadyjust a few moments andhave left us writings that
“And unto the angel of over 2,000 years old. It, astalk to you about the manhave been compiled today,
the church in Smyrnamost of these cities werewho was the pastor of theTertullian, Iraneus, and
write; These things saithwere heathen cities andchurch of Smyrna at theEusebius. They, along with
the first and the last, Smyrna was the seat of theime this letter was written. Ignatius, say that Polycarp,
which was dead, and isEmperor worship with the We do not find it mentioned a disciple of the Apostle
alive: |1 know thy works, temple of Tiberius located here in this letter. All we John, had been made the
and tribulation, and here. have to indicate the pastompastor of this church at
poverty, (but thou art The word Smyrna hashere is verse 8 where itSmyrna under the admi-
rich) and | know the been translated threesays “Unto the angel of thenistration of the Apostle
blasphemy of them whichdifferent times in the New church in Smyrna write.” John, so that we find that
say they are Jews, andTestament. These GreelAs we saw in chapter onethe pastor of this church in
are not, but are the names all have meaningsand the latter verse, theSmyrna was a disciple of
synagogue of Satan. Fearand the word Smyrna hasangels were the pastors oflohn. He had been con-
none of those thingsbeen translated for us inthe churches. verted under the ministry of
which thou shalt suffer: Matthew 2:11, Mark 15:23, Reading from history,
behold, the devil shall and John 19:39. It has beenve see that Polycarp was (SeeREV on page 20)
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RUN . .. chine in America, and soonbefore their very eyes. TheBOOZE . . .
(Continued from page 1) loyalty to the denomi- fact that the Convention(Continued from page 1)
national program becameholds membership in the
are.”Immediately, the choir more important than loyalty National Council of Chur- fact, if the preacher is to
fled — the deacons fled —to the Word of God, andches, a modernistic andpreach the whole truth, and
and most of the congre-pride in the Baptist nameleft-wing organization dis- pe fair with the Word of
gation fled. Out of the 2,0000vershadowed the Nameturbs them little. God, he must preach
there only remained aroundwhich is above every name. In the North, due to the against this sin.
20. Denominational loyalty modernism in the Conven- | have taken Young’s
The man who hadrefused to note the mo-tion, Bible loving Baptists Concordance and other
spoken took off his hood.dernism invading their more and more soughthelps, and have made a
He then looked at thecolleges and seminaries andellowship in interdenomi- study of the Bible on the
preacher and said “Okaymen who raised the alarmnational Bible conferences,subject. It is indeed
Pastor, | got rid of all the were blacklisted by powersBible institutes and faith revealing! Here one finds
hypocrites. Now you may that be. Modernism is nowmission societies. Funda-scores of direct references,
begin your service. Have aentrenched in the centersnental Baptists, more thancomprising one hundred
nice day!” of power in the Convention, any other group, were theand sixty-two verses of
And the two men while many orthodox pas-strength of interdenomina-Scripture. This is more
turned and walkedut. O tors have their faces in thetional fundamentalism, anScripture than one will find
sand and fail to see theinterdenominationalism on any of the subjects of
TULGA . .. coming apostasy. which is bogged down in|ying, adultery, swearing,
(Continued from page 1) The Northern Baptist doctrinal confusion, reli- stealing, Sabbath-breaking,
Convention (now the gious sentimentalism andcheating, hypocrisy, pride,
ches. As this developmentAmerican Baptist Conven-looking kindly on compro- or even blasphemy.
went on, the prosperity oftion) was formed in 1907. misers and even apostates. Below is a summary of
the Baptist organizationslt has no binding confessionFundamental Baptists,these Scriptures for handy
became more and moreof faith whatever. It has deeply involved in inter- reference:
important than the preser-been torn between moderndenominational funda- 1. Genesis 9:20-26.
vation of Baptists truth or ism and fundamentalism formentalism, now find Here is the first mentioned
keeping bright the true more than a generation. Itthemselves embracing adrunkenness in the Bible:
Baptist testimony. In has steadily decreased irfalse evangelism, a falseNote the concomitant
England this resulted in themembership. The exodus ofintellectualism and advoca-immorality — behavior
formation of the Baptist the Regular Baptists andting a false religious unity. ever since inseparably
Union which long ago later the Conservative The walls of interde- associated with alcohol
compromised with modern- Baptists, left the modernistsnominationalism are crumb-consumption.
ism. and the middle-of-the-ling. The fundamental 2. Genesis. 19:30-38
In this country, the first roaders in control of thedoctrines of the faith arein this instance drinking
comprehensive conventionConvention. After literally being undermined by theirresulted in Lot's de-
was the Southern Baptisthundreds of Bible loving professed friends. The linepauchery of his own
Convention. For years thisBaptist churches andof demarcation betweendaughters.
Convention was a citadel ofpreachers left, then thebelievers and unbelieversin 3. Genesis 27-25.
Baptist orthodoxy and anapologists for the Con-the Word of God are
exponent of the historic vention insist that it is more constantly breaking down in (SeeBOOZE on page 13)
Baptist truths. It becameconservative than beforefundamental circles. Is
rich and increased with— a ridiculous claim. While interdenominational Back to the truths
goods, it glorified itself, its its publications constantly fundamentalism willing to which made Baptists a
numbers, and came to feebhow their sympathy with compromise with that great people, or down
that they were indeed thethe modernism of our times,modernism against which itthe drain with those who
children of Abraham. They many Convention pastorshas fought?Little Baptist are compromising the
constructed the strongestre always asking forman, where are you goingfaith. This is the hour of
Baptist ecclesiastical ma-evidence to prove what isnow? decision. oo
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God’'s Masterpiece Man’'s Body — #24

More About Vitamins

By Arthur I. Brown

We are now following glands of the intestine havewhich circulates in the supplied in milk, cereals
the process of digestion ofsent into the blood streamblood after being absorbed(especially when the husk
food from the moment it that marvelous hormoneAny excess of supply is builtis present as in the whole
enters the mouth until, aftermessenger, known as seup to the starch glycogenwheat products), and in
the digestive process iscretin, carrying a messageand stored in the liver until green vegetables. Salts are
completed, it is carried toto G.H.Q., asking for needed. Glucose is takerimportant in providing
the millions of cells by that ample quantities of bile, from the blood by the building materials for bones
moving cafeteria systemintestinal juice, and pan-tissues and undergoesand teeth, also in giving to
which we call the blood creatic juice. We have oxidation in the muscle andthe blood and other fluids
stream. studied the action of thesegland cells, giving rise to certain necessary ingre-

If you have read thethree fluids on starches,carbon dioxide and water.dients. In addition, they
immediately preceding ar-proteins, and fats, con-  Proteins are suppliedregulate the solution of
ticles, you will recall that in verting them into other chiefly in meats, fish, eggs,other substances, and con-
my last discussion the meaforms which can be takenmilk, cheese, and to a lesdrol the acidity and alkalinity
was entering the firstin and assimilated by theextent in certain vegetablespf the tissues.
portion of the small in- body cells. Now the massas beans, peas, and nuts. Water plays an im-
testine, known as theof changed food mixed withThese food proteins,portant part as tissue
duodenum — given thisthe various digestive juiceschanged by digestion to thebuilder, being essential to all
name because it is twelveis known as chyme. Itsimpler compounds, amino-solution and circulation of
inches in length. The foodmoves slowly along as theacids, are distributed by thematerials throughout the
has been ground into smallprocess of digestion con-blood and built up by thebody. It is taken in as
portions by the teeth-mill, tinues and absorption intocells into the new andwater, in beverages, and in
moistened and softened bythe blood takes place. special proteins of humanmany cooked foods.
the saliva poured out from  So that you may tissues. Vegetable protein Then we have seen
the three sets of mouthunderstand this complicatedalone will not build normal that certain mysterious
glands; and the digestiveand interesting process, lehuman cells. Consequently substances, found in foods,
ferment of the saliva, me give you a summary.it is well to include in the and known as vitamins, are
known as ptyalin, has partlyThe foods we eat containdiet some animal proteins,essential to normal nutrition
digested the starch, assistedarbohydrates, includingsuch as milk, eggs, or meatand health in both humans
by another enzyme, mal-sugars and starches, pro- Fats are contained inand animals. Vitamin A
tase. In the stomach, theeins, and fats, mixed withbutter, cream, egg yolk, provides resistance to in-
meal has been churned byninerals, salts, and waterbacon, lard, suet, olive oil, fection by bacteria. If not
the muscular movements ofThe carbohydrates areetc. These must be changegresent in sufficient
this strange bag, and thdound in cereals, as wheatjn digestion before they canamount, the visual purple in
gastric juice through therice, corn, oats, and inbe used by the body, andhe retina is reduced and
operation of its enzymes,cereal products, such aghis process already haghe individual has difficulty
rennin and lipase, hasbread, cakes, macaronipeen briefly described. in seeing at night. This
changed the proteins intopotatoes, beans, peas, and Mineral salts are vitamin is fat soluble, and
peptones and proteoses. fruits. These are allnecessary, chiefly theheat stable and is found

Then the pyloric valve changed in digestion tochlorides, carbonates, andabundantly in cod-liver oil,
opened and the stomacltsimple sugars, of which thephosphates of sodium and
contents were released. Thenost important is glucose,potassium. These are (SeeBODY on page 6)
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BODY . .. cod, yolk of eggs and milk. produced, and certain newwood, paper, and cotton,
(Continued from page 5)  There are several othemproducts formed. contain an unknown number
vitamins, but our knowledge  The dictionary tells us of atoms of these three
butter, raw carrots, cream,0f them is still in the that a machine is anelements.
eggs, milk, spinach, andexperimental stage. apparatus for transforming  The protein molecule is
water cress. To understand theenergy. Certainly the living so complex that no chemist
Vitamin B and its meaning of what | am body meets this require-has yet been able to de-
complex known as B1, B2,trying to give you, we must ment, and shows itself totermine exactly the correct
etc., are important. Itshave in mind four opera-be a machine of remark-formula of any of them.
absence leads to loss otions. The firstis digestion,able complexity. Think Hemoglobin, the red color-
appetite, lack of energy,or the process of changingwhat it has to do con-ing protein of the red blood
derangement of carbohy-the food that it may be stantly, rapidly, and accu-cell, is supposed to have
drate metabolism, glandularabsorbed. | have just givenrately. We know that all this possible formula: 758
degeneration and atrophyyou some details of this, andmatter in the universe isatoms of carbon, 1,203
It is found plentifully in the digested food is movingmade up of simple sub-atoms of hydrogen, three of
husked barley, white breadslowly along inside the stances known as elementssulphur, one of iron, and
maize, whole grain, white lumen of the small intestine.These elements may be218 of oxygen. Just imagine
or yellow malt, unpolished It will not be of any service combined to form new the work of the chemists
rice, string beans, lentils,to the individual unless thesubstances. Some of thevhose job it is to count the
peas, almonds, peanuts$econd operation of Ab-commonest elements arenumber of these atoms and
cabbage, carrots, lettucesorption is working satis- the gases, — oxygen, hy-bring them together accu-
beef liver, pork, yolk of factorily. That means thatdrogen, nitrogen; and therately and do it millions of
egg, and Brewer’s yeast. these digested substancesolids, — carbon, calcium,times without mistake!
Vitamin C prevents must be taken from theiron, sulphur, and phospho-  On the inside of the
scurvy, a disease characintestine into the blood andrus, all found in the variousintestinal canal — chiefly
terized by painful andlymph. Then there is thecompounds of the body.the small intestine — are
tender bones and joints, duavonderful Circulation of the Some of these compoundsnillions of tiny fingers,
to hemorrhage. In thisblood which carries theare comparatively simple,called villi, projecting slightly
disease the gums ardecessary materials tosuch as water, which hasnto the lumen, and in some
tender, the teeth becomeevery part of the body. Andtwo atoms of hydrogen andway they are able to seize
loose and are easily pulledastly, the most mysteriousone atom of oxygen in itsthe products of digestion,
out. There is weakness ofprocess of all, that of molecule. But when weget them into the blood
the muscles and digestionAssimilation, the operation come to fats and proteinsstream and on their way to
is poor. Vitamin C is water Which enables the tissuewe begin to see somethinghe countless millions of
soluble and partially heatcells to make use of theof the enormity of this job hungry cells. This process
resistant. It is found in food which has beenof manufacturing com-is known as osmosis and
lemon and orange juice,conveyed to them — placedpounds. These tiny chem-as to how it operates little

fresh string beans and peaf)n their very doorstep. ists, working silently and is known.
cabbage, raw potato, Man has not yet beenunobtrusively, exhibit the It appears that all
grapefruit, strawberries,able to penetrate thismost astonishing skill. amino-acids, sugar, water,

ripe tomatoes, carrots,secretof assimilation which A certain kind of fat, and salts pass through the
cauliflower, celery, cucum- is one phase of metabolismfor instance, has in eachliver, in which the water
bers, mushrooms, spinachThis metabolism depends ormolecule eighteen atoms ofand salts are used for
and water cress. the ceaseless chemicatarbon, thirty-six of hydro- various combinations; sugar
Vitamin D regulates the changes which are going orgen, and two of oxygen;is changed into glycogen
deposition of calcium and constantly in the living body glucose, a simple sugar, haand stored for future use.
phosphorus in bones andells. The latent energymolecules each of whichThe liver, when required,
teeth. When it is deficientconcealed in the food iscontains six atoms ofcan change glycogen back
or absent, rickets results.utilized by the tissue cellscarbon, twelve of hydro-into sugar and send it into
This vitamin is found in in some unknown way, andgen, and six of oxygen. The
butter, fish oil, especially at the same time heat isnolecules of cellulose, of (SeeBODY on page 19)
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RECTOR . . . here and now invite thepromised birth of John toit recognizes God to be the
(Continued from page 1) reader to follow as we Zacharias, the angel saidjust One, and all sin is
search the Scriptures to seéThou shalt call his name rebellion against Him.

of this world (Mt. 25:31-34; what the divine One has toJohn” (Lk. 1:13). He preached “confes-
Rev. 11:15). say about this matter. 2. At the birth of John, sion of sins” (Mt. 3:5-6).
3. And the third to In entering this claim, neighbors came in andThus demanded that sinners

witness is the Church of thewe invite the reader tocalled the babe “Zacha-be brought to repentance,
Living God. The Lord Jesusfollow as we trace therias,” but Elizabeth pro- or be reconciled with God,
Christ in person foundedsource of the name “Bap-tested, saying, “Not so, butbefore they can become
this House during His tist,” and the divine identi- he shall be called John"members of the family of

earthly ministry (Mk. 3:13- fication of John as the(Lk. 1:59-60). God and before he would
14; Lk. 6:12-13). The Baptist, and the significance  Thus the angel, andbaptize them.

church differs from the of the name. Elizabeth, and Zacharias all He demanded new
other houses of withess. It testify that the babe wascreatures in Christ Jesus
is a local assembly (1 Cor.The Source of the Name named “John.” Heaven(Mt. 3:8). Following the

1:2), and the body of the “Baptist” further declares that hisconfession of their sins and
Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 12:27); name was John. Thethe giving of evidence of
and is by divine will When we seek out theScriptures say, “There wasthis new life, John baptized

composed of twice-bornsource of the divine name @ mMan sent from Godthem. And surely he did so
souls. The House of Seth*Baptist,” we do not find it whose name was John’in the name of the Father,
and the House of Abrahamstemming from the thought(Jn- 1:6), and they also telland of th_e Son, and of the
were family affairs, not |ife of men during the ages.US thz_:lt John preached asloly Spirit (Mt. 28:19)_. _
necessarily composed ofits origin is not rooted in John in Bethabara beyond 4. John’s Baptistic
born again souls, eachthe experience of humanJordan (Jn. 1:15-17, 29). message and method were

preaching betimes thebeings. Its origin is rooted N the light of these confirmed by a Triune God.
glorious gospel of the Sonin the divine. Scriptures, we must knowObserve this fact in the

of God, while the Church The Scriptures attestthat he who came to beactions of the Son, the Holy
of the Living God knows the Lord as being the authoknown as John the Baptist,Spirit, and the Father.

no family lines and of the name. The HolyWas sentas John; was born Christ showed His
embraces the born again ofpirit, the divine Chroni- a8 John; and was com-approval of the message
both Jew and Gentile racesleer of the Word, makesMissioned as John. and the baptism of John by

in its work of carrying on. Matthew add the name Now, why did the Lord demanding and receiving
“Baptist” to the name Johnadd the name, the Baptistbaptism by John (Mt. 3:13-

The First Church, A (Mt. 3:1-2). The Lord con- O the name John? Thel5). Thus He OKed the
Baptist Church firms this act by re- Name, the Baptist, waswork of John, whom He
cognizing John as theObviously added because ofater called “the Baptist.”

We assert here that theBaptist (Lk. 7:28). Thus the hiS message and his method ~ The Holy Spirit showed
Jerusalem church, founded.ord is the source of the®f baptizing. He was His approval of John's

by the Lord Jesus, was aBaptist name. Baptistic in these. Tomessage and method by
local Baptist church, the illustrate: appearing on Him in the
first of its kind in all the The Identification of He preached Christ asform of a dove (Mt. 3:16).

ages. Our claim here should John As the Baptist “the Lamb of God which Thus He OKed the work
surprise no one. Notwith- taketh away the sin of theof John, whom He later
standing this fact, doubtless It is vitally important in world” (Jn. 1:29, 34). This called “the Baptist.”

some will lift their eye- this connection to remem-doctrine is basic because it The Father also shows
brows and scowl at ourber that John did not comeinvolves all redemption His approval upon witness-
contention. Unless theas John the Baptist, buttruth. ~ ing the baptism of His Son
Scriptures very definitely came simply as John. Again  He preached againstby John, saying, “This is my
and very positively so teach,we appeal “to the word andSin and called people tobeloved Son in whom | am

a man would be foolish tothe testimony.” repentance (Mt. 3:2). This
enter such a claim. We 1. In announcing the doctrine is cardinal because (Se&RECTOR on page 11)
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PWorld News Roundup

in its new definition of engage in Internet polemics
“immediate family.” The against Islam and who
Human Rights Campaignattempts to convert Mus- }
said Wal-Mart defined lims to Christianity. The °*
“immediate family” in a authorities, however, have .
conflict-of-interest policy it blinded themselves to the T
filed with the Securities and extensive circumstantial

“Violators” Appoin- Exchange Commission thisevidence, insisting that “noof gays can be “strongly
ted to Oversee Human week. That policy saysfacts at this point” sub- questioned,” it was not
Rights at UN. — China, Wal-Mart employees may stantiate a religious motivejllegal to offer a personal
Zimbabwe and Cuba arenot use confidential infor- for the murders. Somehow,interpretation of the Bible
among five countries mation they get on the jobthe prosecutor missed thatnd urge others to follow
represented on a smalffor their own benefit or for all four members of this jt. “The purpose of making
United Nations subcom-the benefit of their “imme- quiet famlly (husband, wife, agitation against gays
mittee that on Monday will diate family members.” two young daughters) werepunishable is not to prevent
begin to discuss whichAccording to Wal-Mart's savagely executed in thearguments or discussions
cases of rights violationspolicy, “Immediate family ritualistic Islamist way about homosexuality, not in
should be considered by thenembers include (whether(multiple knife attacks and churches or in other parts
U.N. Commission on Hu- by birth, adoption, marriagenear-beheading); that Jerof society,” the court said.
man Rights at its annualor Domestic Partnership orsey City has a record ofGreen, 63, was the first
meeting. Just two monthsCivil Union, if recognized Islamist activism and jlhadl C|ergyman convicted under
ago, a panel of expertsby your state or other localviolence; and that answeden’s tough hate
investigating how to reform law) your spouse, children,Islamist website carried crimes laws, which make
the U.N. said that its parents, siblings, mothersmultiple threats againstjt a crime to make in-
primary human rights body and fathers-in-law, sons andHossam Armanious (“we flammatory remarks against
suffered from “eroding daughters-in-law and bro-are going to track you downracial, religious or national
credibility and professional- thers and sisters-in-law.” like a chicken and kill you”). groups. The laws were
ism” and that gross rightsWe hope that with equalLaw enforcement seemsratified in 2003 to include
violators sought member-responsibility come equalmore concerned abouthomosexuals.
ship in order to escapebenefits,” said Daryl avoiding an anti-Muslim

censure. International hu-Herrschaft, deputy directorbacklash than to finding the * ok ok

man rights experts agreé)f the Human RightS CU|pl’itS.

that China, Zimbabwe andCommission’s workplace Arkansas  School

Cuba are among theproject. o Ruled In Contempt. —

world’s most egregious A Federal judge has ruled

abusers of human rights. A Swedish Pastor Ac- the eastern Arkansas

quitted After Anti-Gay gchool district of DeValls

*Ex When the Authorities Sermon — A Swedish gyff in contempt of court

Deny Terrorism. — Any- pastor convicted of hates,. 5 1owing Christian
Wal-Mart Counts one following the inves- crimes for a sermon
Some Same-Sex Couplestigation into the mid-January denouncing homosexuals a
As “Immediate Family slaughter of the Armaniousa “cancer” was acquitted
Members” — A homo- family — Copts living in Friday by an appeals court®
sexual advocacy group isJersey City, NJ. — knowsthat said he was protectediled by a former teacher,
applauding Wal-Mart, a who the presumptive sus-by the country’s free and the school district was
company more often vilified pects are: Islamists furiousspeech laws. The Goeteordered in 2002 to ban “any
than praised by liberals, forat a Christian EgyptianAppeals Court said that
including same-sex couplesmmigrant who dared to while Aake Green's views (SeeWNR on page 11)

prayers at last year’s
graduation ceremony. The
omplaint was originally
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#a Pos3 Del Degierto

La Verdadera Identidad El Libro Mas Peligroso
de Maria Del Mundo

Por Edgar Javier Félix Rodriguez Por Felix M. Gonzélez Bulgala, Redactor

Por mas de 1500 afiospara ser mediador entre Dios Los cristianos que 38y Hebreos 1:6 la Traduccion
approximadamente, el mundoy el hombre, es Jesus el Crist@entablen discusiones con logdel Nuevo Mundo deja fuera
a través de sus lidereso Jesucristo hombre, eso Id'testigos” de Jehova debenla adoracion de Jesucristo al
religiosos, le han dado apodemos ver en 1 Timoteo 2:5estar conscientes de que l@ambiarla por fendir
Maria una posicién y poderJesuUs tiene dos naturaleza, laTraduccion del Nuevo homenaje’ ¢Por qué ¢Sera
gue no es cierta, ya que elldivina y la humana. Maria Mundo de las Santaspara que sus miembros no se
fue madre de Jesus (hombre)sélo tiene una, la humana. Escrituras” que ellos usan yden cuenta de que cuando
no de Dios Hijo, porque Dios Maria, como todas que felizmente no tiene elJesucristo aceptaba Ila
Hijo no tiene principio ni fin. aquellas, que vivian ennombre de Biblia, estdadoracion era porque El es
(Apocalipsis 22:12-13). Maria aquella época, era obedientarreglada con el UnicoDios? No hay otra razén.
era una doncella joven deal Sefior en todo, y obviamentepropésito de apoyar las En Miqueas 5:2 afiaden la
Nazaret, al igual que todas laseguia el mandato del matri-doctrinas de los Atalaya. Elpalabra ‘brigen’ para decir
sefioritas 0 virgenes demonio. El matrimonio es unaapéstol Pedro advirti6 contraque Cristo tuvo un origen
aquella época, que estabamnién sagrada y fiel, instituidatodo aquel que intentecomo los dngelesy el hombre.
esperando la promesa hechpor Dios, y si Dios la pervertir y corromper la De esta forma tratan de
en Mateo 1:23. instituy6 es buena. Dios loPalabra escrita de Diosacomodar en su propia

Estaba profetizado que dehizo asi para que continuaradiciendo “... las cuales los“biblia,” la falsa doctrina de
una virgen iba a nacer ella procreacion en progreso, losndoctos e inconstantesque nuestro Sefor Jesucristo
Mesias llamado el Cristo.judios eran bien estrictos entuercen, como también lases una criatura en vez del
Maria era fiel a los mandatosésto y les gustaba procrear.otras escrituras, para su propi&reador eterno.
de Dios y al igual que otras, José, esposo de Maria, ngerdicion” (2 Pedro 3:16). De En Génesis 1:2 se niega la
cumplia con el requisito parala conocié como mujer hastaigual forma el apo6stol Pablodeidad y personalidad el
ser la seleccionada por Diosgue ella no dio a luz a Jesusos dice que “... no somos“Espiritu de Dios al
es importante indicar ésto(Mateo 1:24-25). Maria y Josécomo muchos, que medrancambiarlo por fuerza activa’
porque ella misma reconoce sWlespués que nacidé Jesusfalsificando la palabra dePuesto que no creen que el
condicion de pecadora comoprocrearon varios hijos e hijas,Dios, sino que con sinceridad Espiritu Santo sea una
lo somos todos los hombreso sea hermanos carnales deomo parte de Dios, y delantepersona, ni Dios, sino sélo
(en el sentido humano) (Lucaslesus, estos son: Jacobaoge Dios, hablamos en Cristo”una fuerza activa impersonal,
1:45-49). José, Simén y Juda y sugq2 Corintios 2:17). también eliminan la palabra

Maria, si Dios le diese la hermanas, no se menciona los En Juan 1:1 dice que el“Consoladof y la cambian
oportunidad de venir a lanombres, pero se entiende/erbo, o0 sea, Jesucristegra por “ayudanté en Juan 14:26.
tierra, no estaria a gusto comue hay 3 o méas (MateoDios,” pero en la “biblia” En este mismo versiculo en
la adoracidon que le estanl3:55-56). atalaya traducen incor-vez de escribir Espiritu
haciendo, mayormente los Un aspecto importante esrectamente este versiculera Santd con mayusculas
catolicos. La palabra delque Jesls nunca se refirio ain dios lo que prueba que la encontramos la referencia al
Sefior, o sea la Biblia, Maria como madre, sino comotraduccién de los “testigos” “espiritu santd con letras
cualquiera que sea la versibmujer (Juan 2:3-4). Y esataca la deidad de Jesucristaninlsculas, mientras que al
gue se use, que no hayapreferible decir que Maria noreduciéndolo a la categoria dadiablo lo nombran con letra
sufrido grandes cambios,es madre de Dios ni deun pequefio dios de segundanayuscula.
expresa con claridad lanosotros. ¢Por qué? Por quelase, inferior al Padre. Por cuanto tampoco acep-
posiciéon de Maria. El Unico En Mateo 2:11; 14:33;
gue cumple con los requisitos (VeaMARIA onlapag. 10) 28:9; Lucas 24:52; Juan 9:37- (VeaJEHOVA enlapéag. 10)
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MARIA . . . JEHOVA . . . Cristo” (Filipenses 3:18). mas). ¢Ven la diferencia?
(Viene de la pag. 9) (Viene de la pag. 9) En Gélatas 4:7 nos dice  Cuando se trata de con-

que sSomos Herederos de Seguir los nombres de los
de miembros que forman parte del

Eios not_'tczene_ madre, ?ios|a Trinidad. En 1 Juan 5178:?:,[0 ,,pgcr)r Irgetilr?to |g COmité que hizo la Traducci6n
a existido siempre (JuaNge encyentra otra gran ! del Nuevo Mundo, no se

1:1, 14; 5:26), es principio yiferencia donde los unica forma de ser salvos, ;..o respuesta ya que la

y fin de todas las COSaS«testigos” toman parte delY he_rederos 0_'e D'OS_ €S POHorre del Vigia se niega a darle
Lamentablemente, la iglesia g rsiculo 8 y lo ubican enMEdi0 de Cristo. Sin em-4 g5 seguidores los nombres
catélica romana, ha hecho,| yersiculo anterior parabargo la Traduccion dely credenciales del comité de
de Maria un idolo, que Siaparentar que no hanNuevo Mundo omite la traqluccién de su "biblia.” ¢ Por

ella estuviera aqui Segjiminado 1 Juan 5:7 dondg?@/t€ donde dice por qué es tan importante que
sentiria avergonzada. Estogpiten |as tres personas gdnedio de Cristbomitiendo sean anonimos? Es posible
pasajes presentados refler, Trinidad. asi la parte mas importantelué tengan algo que ocultar.

jan la verdadera identidad = £, Mateo 24:27 Cristo 9€ €Ste versiculo. Lo cierto es que ningun

. Los “testiqos” han ido traductor reconocido y con
de Marla,.la cual amo 4 hapla de su segunda 9 credenciales, que tiene cono-
como a mi hermana en.

venida” sino de su MY Iejo§ al insertar el cimientos del hebreo, arameo
Cristo, y a quien Veremos. ecencia (la cual creen nombre ‘Jehovd en el y el griego biblico apoya la
en el cielo. los gue hemo . . i . Nuevo Testamento Traduccion del Nuevo Mundo,
» 105 ¢ Sos “testigos” que vino . : .
aceptado a Jesu-cristquvisiblemente en el aﬁosustltuyendo las palabraspor la sencilla razon de que
como nuestro (nico Sal-1914) Esto fue necesari Sefiof y "Dios’ por el afiade, quita y cambia la
vador : : _%ombre Jehovd 237 veces. Palabra de Dios para su propia
Pa.tra concluir.  les ya que Cristo no apareciocuando no aparece ni una sol§onveniencia (Apocalipsis
uir, visiblemente en varias devez en ninguno de los?22:18-19).

exhorto a buscar la verdad ;5 fechas que ellos hamanuscritos del Nuevo  De hecho, antes del 1950
que se encuentra en lggaplecido. Testamento griego. Mientras€llos usaban un ejemplar de la
Palabra deDios. Dios nos Segln la Sociedadque en los siguientes ver-version Reina Valera (porque
ha capacitado para pOde[A\ta|aya en vez de sersiculos de la Traduccién deltiene el nombre Jehovaa en
discernir, utilicemos ese donjac cristo crucificado enNUEVO Mundo, Cristo”  todo el Antiguo Testamento);
de Dios para comprender, =« " sy “biblia” dice 0€SaParece y la palabraPero afronta(l;)ar: etl p;c’b'ema
, “ vergonzoso de tratar de negar

el por qué de las cosas. Ng,, : - . “Jehovd es puesto en su

go diferente, dice qudd

. 13- 9ola Trinidad y deidad de Cristo
nos limitemos a creer todog;: lugar (Colosenses 3:13; 2 o
8 fijaron en un madero de . con la Biblia que cargaban en
lo que se nos ensefia desdl% Timoteo 2:19). a J

- I’mentd para apoyar Ia Parece ser que en Marco§us manos. POI‘ |0 tanto
PEqueno, en cuanto a IOenseﬁanza de que Cristo n@:1 la 50cie§ad Atalayadecideron solucionar este
religioso. Cuando nuestrosy, ri4 en una cruz sino enintenta separar a Jesucristo difoblema en el afio 1950
padres nos prOhlben algoun madero levantado sinevangelio ya que su nombredonde la Sociedad Atalaya
porque es malo o hacepam transversal (Juannho aparece en este versiculd€jo de usar nuestra Biblia
dafo, preferimos compro- 19:17-19). El ap6stol Pablotomo tampoco aparece erfVersion Anngug Remal
barlo por cuenta propia, Para, o< advirtio repetidas vece§nUChas partes de su tra_‘\‘/alera) para anunciary seguw
saber si es verdad, porque ng * "o o T duccion adulterada de la Biblia” Otro evangelio diferente
hacer lo mismo con las ylo Hechos 2:30: Mateo 8:29:titulandola “La Traduccion del
ensefianzas religiosas. Esper{|SOS Profetas. En su cartgs.g. j,an 4:42: 1 CorintiosNuevo Mundo de las Santas
que nadie se ofenda con est@ 10s de Filipos, €l llama a,¢6.55: Galatas 1:7; EfesiosESCrituras” (Gélatas 1:6-9).
trabajo, pero la verdad no se€stos falsos hermanos3:14: colosenses 1:2: 2 Si el cristiano sigue

tan la doctrina bibilica de

puede ocultar. 0 “enemigos de la cruz deTesalonicenses 1:8;: 1 Pedrdracticamente ignorando las
~ ~ 1:11). Sacar a Cristo de estadctividades de los falsos
. . escrituras es cambiar eltestigos de Jehova, estara
|g|eS|a Bautlsta EI REdentor Verdadero evange“o de Cristd).oniendo en pe|igr0 a un
Carretera 755, Km. 0.1, Barrio Pitahaya por otro evangelio. sinnumero de almas; por
H C-1 Box 3418 La traduccién del Nuevo tanto, despertemos a sus
Arroyo, Puerto Rico 00714 Mundo no sélo omite palabrasPerversiones de la Escritura y
(787) 839-3669 y (787) 839-5792 Y fraces., sino LA T e oo ha side ana.

versiculos (Mateo 17:21; 18:11;
Marcos A. Curet, Pastor Marcos 9:44; Lucas 17:36;vez dada a los santos”

\S =/ 24:40; Hechos 8:37 y muchos(Judas 3). m
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WNR . .. RECTOR . . . me, whose shoe’s latchet IBaptist” and this burial,
(Continued from page 8) (Continued from page 7) am not worthy to unloose” practiced by John the
(In. 1:26-27). Baptist, showed forth the

endorsements of a parwell pleased” (Mt. 3:17). So  “He must increase, butdeath, burial, and resur-
ticular religion, as violates the Father, by acknow-! must decrease” (Jn. 3:30)rection of the Lord Jesus
the First Amendment.” ledging His pleasure in His ~ Thus John puts the LordChrist, the which would
Son and His Son’s act ofahead of himself to be atranspire during the days

* x % being baptized by John, alsovorker for the Lord. ahead. So John the

OKed the message and the Since the disciples outBaptist's baptism was a
La Quinta Inn Evicts method of John, whom theof whom the Lord or- pictorial of blood redemp-
Abortion Practitioner. — Holy Spirit and His Son ganized His church weretion.
The national corporatelater called “the Baptist.” baptized converts of John;  The name “Baptist”
office of La Quinta Inns According to the and since the Triune Godstands for what John stood
has asked a Wichita-basedvitness of these three wehad previously confirmed for. He stood for blood re-
hotel to prevent staff from can but conclude that Johrthe witness and the workdemption, for the Savior-
the office of late-term was given the name “theof John; and since the Lordhood and the Lordship of
abortion practitioner GeorgeBaptist” because of hishad added the name “theJesus Christ, for repentance
Tiller from using the facility message and his methodBaptist” to the name toward God for sin, for the
as a staging area forand we can but conclude’John”; and since disciples,confession of one’s own
women having abortions.that the disciples won untowon and baptized by Johniniquity, for a new creature
The Wichita La Quinta Inn the Lord and baptized byobviously embraced thein Christ Jesus, for the
had offered discounted“the Baptist” must be of the same faith that Johnimmersion of believers in
rates for women travelingsame faith and practice agmbraced, and approvedChrist, and for the whole
to the Midwestern city to John. Accordingly, the the same method Johrof heaven’s work on earth.
obtain late-term abortions.baptized converts, broughtpracticed, then they had to  The name “Baptist”
Tiller's staff also used theto the Lord by John, werebe Baptists, even as Johnthen stands for salvation by
hotel as a “labor annex” toBaptist saints. Accordingly, we can but grace through faith in the
his abortion facility. The 5. When Christ was conclude that the Lord Lord Jesus Christ, for blood
late-term abortion proce-ready to organize Hisorganized His church out ofcleansing and pardon, for
dures take 3-4 days tochurch, He went up into aBaptists. The first churchrepentance toward God and

complete and staff from hismountain and called untowas a Baptist church.  faith toward the Lord Jesus
abortion business wouldHim His disciples, converts Christ, for the new birth
stay at La Quinta with thewon and baptized by John The Significance of the from above, and for the
women to monitor them the Baptists (Mk. 3:13-14; Name “Baptist” Saviorhood and the Lord-
during the abortion processLk. 6:12-13; Acts 1:21-22). ship of Jesus Christ.

According to Operation According to the Scriptures, The Lord does not Ihe name “Baptist”

Rescue, which unveiled thewe must conclude thatchoose and use name§enters all authority and all
activities at La Quinta, theJohn won and made|oosely. The word “Baptist” Power and all justice and
national corporate office disciples for Christ to use.had definite significance all mercy in the name of
sent an investigator toThis is disclosed in thewith the Lord, and its Jesus Christ. Salvation
Wichita to look into the following testimony of John: meaning was surely foundcomes only in and through
complaints. The represen-  “I am the voice of one in the message and thdhe name of the Lord Jesus
tative discovered that thecrying in the wilderness, method of John. (Acts 4:12).

local La Quinta was rentingmake straight the way of  The name “Baptist” is We, B_aptis';s, have a
rooms to Tiller's staff in the Lord, as said thea symbol of blood redemp-Mighty heritage in the name
order to provide monitoring prophet Esaias” (Jn. 1:23).tion with all of its attendant the Lord gave us. May we
and follow-up abortion  “I baptize with water; truth. To verify this sym- Never betray it. L
services. La Quinta Ir_mbut there standeth onepolism, the Lord called |[Don't Put A Question
corporate  representativeamong you, whom ye know john, who preached re T W (] [F

not; he it is who coming demption truth and baptized -
(SeeWNR on page 15) after me is preferred beforepy purial in water, “the SO
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'~ Thinking About the Brain

three pounds, yet it handleq1010). During the first nine length of the nerve
= the information of 1000 months of life, these dendrites in an adult brain
ey m " supercomputers. Theneurons form at theis over 100,000 miles! ...
safibel - fundamental unit within the astounding rate of 25,000the brain holds at least 1014

brain is the neuron, or nerveper minute. ... Each neurorbits (binary digits) of

cell. Each cell, about 10-6is in dendritic contact with information. Actually, it is
The following is an meter in diameter, containsperhaps 10,000 othera much greater number,
excerpt from the articlea nucleus and branchingneurons. The total numbersince the neurons also
“Thinking About the Brain” fibers called dendrites andof neurological inter- show intermediate firing
by Dr. Don DeYoung and axons. When a cell ‘fires,” connections is on the orderstates, somewhat like a
Dr. Richard Bliss, copyright it sends electrochemicalof 1014(100 trillion). This light-dimmer switch. The
2004, Institute for Creationimpulses along its axonnumber is equivalent to allstorage capacity of this su-
Research: extension to neighboringthe leaves on all the treepercomputer [the Cray-2]

“The adult brain weighs neurons. Our brain containsof a vast forest covering
about 1350 grams, justabout 10 billion neurons half of the U.S. The total (SeeBRAIN on page 15)

Now surely God has called a man
A PreaChel’ On the FenCe To battle for the right;
'Tis his to ferret out the wrong,
And turn on us the light.
And yet he dare not tell the truth;
He fears the consequence;

The following is an old poem, but | do not know the
author or the original source. | first heard it in July 1982,
when Perry F. Rockwood read it as he was preaching a

sermon entitled “New Evangelical Dreamers” at the 10th ~ The most disgusting thing on earth
annual Fundamental Bible Conference. — FBIS Is a preacher on the fence.
From out the millions of the earth If he should stand up for the wrong,
God often calls a man The right he'd not defend.
To preach the Word If he should stand up for the right,
And for the Truth to take a royal stand. The wrong he would offend.
'Tis sad to see him shun the cross, His mouth is closed; he cannot speak
Nor stand in its defense; For freedom or against.
Between the fields of right and wrong, Great God, please deliver us
A preacher on the fence. From a preacher on the fence!
Before him are the souls of men But soon both sides will find him out,
Bound for heaven or hell; And brand him as a fraud.
An open Bible in his hand, A coward who dares not to please the devil or
And yet he will not tell his God.
All the truth that's written there; Oh Lord, free us from fear of man;
To them 'twould be an offense. From cowardly pretense;
The joys of heaven, the woes of hell. Cleanse out the dross and fear of loss,

A preacher on the fence And keep us off the fence!
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cowboy. “You showed up  11. 2 Samuel 11-13.
MOdern TeChnOIOgy here even though nobodyOnly by strong drink could
called you. You want to getDavid lead Uriah into the

: aid for an answer |trap which cost him his life.
A cowboy was tending processed and the dat® Leads To Murder

his herd in a remote pasturestored. He then accesse@lready knew, to a question 28
ked: 12. 2 Samuel 13:28
when suddenly a brand-a MS-SQL databasel never asked; and you, Ammon, while in a
new BMW advanced outthrough an ODBC don'tknow anything about 4.\ \ken  prawl, was
of a dust cloud towardsconnected Excel spreadMy business. Now give memrqered by his brother

him. sheet with hundreds oftackmydog. 00  Apsalom.
The driver, a young complex formula. He BOOZE 13. 1 Kings 16:8-10.
man in a Brioni suit, Gucci uploads all of this data via - While a king was “drinking

i . Conti df 4 . L.
shoes, Ray Ban sunglassesn email on his Blackberry( ontinued from page 4) - himself drunk in his own
home, one of his captains

YSL tie, leans out the and, after a few minutes N .
- ' 1 'Isaac was drinking wine i i i
window and asks thereceives a responseynen he blessed Egau_ conspired against him and

cowboy, “If I tell you Finally, he prints out a full- S|€VX4I:I'IT.KingS 20:13-21.
exactly how many cow_scplor, 150-pgg_e rgport ON  Eypress Command No drinking army can hope
and calves you have inhis hi-tech, miniaturized HP to win battles. While Ben-
your herd, will you give me LaserJet printer and finally 4 | ayiticus 10:9. Hadad and thirty-two other
a calf?” turns to the cowboy andyere is an express comkings were “drinking them-
The cowboy looks at says, “You have exactlymand not to drink. selves drunk” in their
the man, obviously a1,586 cows and calves.” 5. Numbers 6:3. No Pavilions, a small band of
yuppie, then looks at his  “That's right. Well, | Nazarite should ever drink!Srael'’s men fell upon the
peacefully grazing herd andguess you can take one ofine or liquor. Syrians and put them to
calmly answers, “Sure.my calves,” says the cow- 6. Deuteronomy flight _
Why not?” boy. He watches the young?1:20. Drinking leads to  15. Esther 1:5-22.

The yuppie parks hisman select one of theStubbornness, rebellion, andPrink wrecks homes and

car, whips out his Dell animals and looks ongIUttony by young men; andSeparates man and wife. At

brings dishonor to parents.2 drinking party which
notebook computer, con-amused as the young man =~ - Deuteronomy 29: lasted a week, King Aha-

nects it to his AT&T cell stuffs it into the trunk of 5 s Apstinence assuressuerus drunkenly subjected
phone, surfs to a NASAhis car. better knowledge of God. Nis queen to the beastly
page on the Internet, Then the cowboy says 8. judges 13:4, 7, 14.9aze of inebriated nobles
where he calls up a GPSo the young man, “Hey, if Samson’s mother, an ex-2nd thus brought on the
satellite navigation systeml can tell you exactly whatample to all womanhood, S€paration of the royal
to get an exact fix on hisyour business is, will you was commanded to drink nohusband and wife.
location which he then give me back my animal?"wine. Was alcohol recog-  16. Job 1:13-19.The
feeds to another NASA  The young man thinksnized even then as gchildren of Job were
satellite that scans the areabout it for a second ancProtoplasmic poison, in- drinking wine when blown

: : , « juring posterity in the away in a cyclone.
in an ultra-high-resolution then says, “Okay, Whyparents? 17 Proverbs 4:17.

photo. The young man themot?” 9 1 Samuel 1:14-15. Through drinking the
opens the digital photoin  “You're a democrat Hannah, an example of alwicked become violent.
Adobe Photoshop andconsultant” says the COW-honored motherhood, prac-They are bad enough at
exports it to an imageboy. ticed total abstinence. best, but drink leads them
processing facility in  “Wow! That's cor- 10. 1 Samuel 25:33, to violence.

Hamburg, Germany. Within rect,” says the yuppie, “but36-38. Nabal, rich but  18. Proverbs 20:1.
seconds, he receives ahow did you guess that?”churlish man who opposed

email on his Palm Pilot that  “No guessing re- David, died at the end of a (SeBOOZE on page 14)

the image has beemuired.” answered thedrunken spree. BOOZE . ..
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(Continued from page 13) presidents, nor officials to 41. Isaiah 28:27.Pro- pressors of the poor and

drink. phets and priests finallyneedy call for their liquor.
No wise man will take 30. Proverbs 31:6-7. swallowed up by drink. 54. Amos 6:6.Drink-
wine or liquor. The only sanction given in 42. lIsaiah 28:7. ers are not concerned about
Old Testament times for theDrinking brings on spiritual God, nor about the welfare
Leads To Poverty use of strong drink was thatblindness. of the people.

it might be used as a 43. Isaiah 56:9-12. 55. Hosea 3:1Part of
19. Proverbs 21:17: medicine or anesthetic forRebuke to drinking churchthe degradation of Hosea’s
23:21. Strong drink leads those about to die_. Let noleaders. _ wife was incurred by drink.
to poverty. one construe this as a 44. Jeremiah 35:5-6, 56. Hosea 4:11.
20. Proverbs 23:29- command to take strong8, 14. Total abstinence of Strong drink and immorality
30. Strong drink Ioroducesdrink. We now have farthe Rechabites cited asgyo hand in hand.
better medicines andexamples of obedience on 57. Hosea 7:5.King

woes, sorrow, contentions, . .
babbling, wounds without anesthetics than whiskeythe part of God’'s people. and people reproved be-

cause, redness of eyes wine, or beer. 45. Ezekiel 44:21. cause of their drinking.
21’_ Proverbs 23:30'. 31. Ecclesiastes 2:3. Priests are not to drink 58. Joel 1:5.Drunk-
Young men should shun theThe writer of Ecclesiasteswine. ards called to awake from

company of drunkards tried strong drink, but in the 46. Daniel 1:5, 8, 16; their drinking.
22 Proverbs 23.é1 end was forced to ac-10:3. God honored Daniel 59. Joel 3:3.Young

We are urged not to Iookknowledge that it, too, is because he abstained fromvomanhood sold for the

upon intoxicants. vanity. . the king’'s wine. Daniel the price of strong drink.
23 Proverbs 23:32. 32. Ecclesiastes 1:17.man was true to the home 60. Nahum 1:10.
.. Blessings are promised totraining he had received asDrunkards to be destroyed.
The Word of God says it
.the temperate and ab-a boy. 61. Habakkuk 2:5.

hurts every one who drinks:™ '~ . : : .
“t bites like a snake and Staining nation. 47. Daniel 5:1 Bel- Strong drink is a trans-

stings like an adder.” 33. Isaiah 5:11-12. shazzar exhibited as amngression against God’s law.
24 Proverbs 23:33, Woe to the drunkards. example of a leader who 62. Habakkuk 2:15.
It fills men’s minds with 34. Isaiah 5:22.More drank and taught his peoWrong to give one’s
adulterous and impurew_oes to them that drinkple t_o drink. What of neighbor strong drink.
thoughts. wine. America’s leaders?
25 Prov. 23:33. It 35. lIsaiah 22:13. 48. Daniel 5:2, 23. Leads to Shame

produces vain talk “every Drinking and carnality go What becomes of a nation

idle word” of which must together. _ when its women resort to  63. I—_|abakkuk 2:16.
36. Isaiah 24:9. drinking? Strong drink leads to shame
be accounted for at the _ . . o
judgment. Strong drink bitter to them 49. Daniel 5:3. and humiliation.
26. Proverbs 23:34 that drink it. Belshazzar's sacrilege in  64. Matthew 24:49.
It brinés on insecurity. ' 37. Isaiah 28:1.Woe using sacred temple vessel®runkards are warned
. to the drunkards of for liquor glasses. against the return of Christ
27. Proverbs 23:35. _ i o
Ephraim. 50. Daniel 5:5-9, 25- and His judgment.

It brings on insensibility, . ) .
which gpaves the way ]?(l)r 38. Isaiah 28:3.The 29. Ruin and downfall is 65. Luke 1:15. Great-

every evil and dangerouspride of drunkards will be certain to come to nationsness of John the Baptist

act of the drunkard. trodden down. when their rulers andlink(_ad with his total
leaders cause them to drinkabstinence.
Habit Forming Erred Through Drink 51. Amos 2:8.Wine of 66. Luke_‘ 12:45.Chri§t
the condemned. warns against becoming
28. Proverbs 23:35. 39. Isaiah _28:7.Pro- 52. Amos_2:12.Boot— enmeshed in drink e\{lls.
: : o phets and priests erredeg liquor given to the 67. Luke 21:34.
It is habit-forming; one ) ] : .
through drink. priests. Warning against drunken-

drink always calls for

another 40. Isaiah 28:7.Pro- .
29 .Proverbs 31:4.5. Phets and priests put out of Oppressors Drink (SeeBOOZE on page 15)
' . the way by drink. 53. Amos 4:1. Op- BOOZE. ..

It is not for kings, nor



February 2005 The Baptist Challenge Page 15

(Continued from page 14) every single neuronal celldescribed as enduringis a religious argument that
within the brain contains a“unbearable suffering” and falls outside the realm of

ness and the cares of thidrillion atoms. This is like a with “no hope of a future.” science. Pennsylvania’'s
life. microscopic universe within The hospital has admittedDover Area School Board

68. Romans 13:13. each cell, complete withdoing so in the case of threds the first school district in
All are admonished to walk order, purpose, and inter-babies last year,. In athe United States to require
honestly and not in rioting dependence of componentsstatement issued Fridaythe teaching of intelligent
and drunkenness. ... The brain truly provides Groningen pediatrics headdesign.

69. Romans 14:21. an ultimate design challengeDr. A. Verhagen said that
Drinking will cause one’s for evolution. It should be “worldwide, the U.S. * ok ok
brother to stumble. a cause for humble praiséncluded, many deaths

70. 1 Corinthians Iin consi_dering_ the v_vc_)nderamong newt_)orns ar.e_based Just Call It Eurabia.
6:10. No drunkard shall of the mind. It is a privilege on end-of-life decisions,

— | used to wonder wh
inherit the Kingdom of to dedicate these minds taafter physicians reached th y

he Jews of Europe,

God. ' . the Creator.” 0 conclus_ion th_at fhere Wasparticularly German Jews.

71. 1 Corinthians no quality of life.” — CNS  yijt flee the Holocaust
11:21-22. The Lord’§ WNR_. .. that would destroy six
Supper no place for feasting(Continued from page 13) *oxE million of them by the end
and wine drinking. of World War 1. Some did,

72. Galatians 5:21. Teresa Ferguson told the ACLU and AUSCS of course, but many simply
Revelers in drunkennesspro-life group that the Sue School Board Over could not conceive that their
shall not inherit the corporate office also told “Intelligent Design.” — fellow countrymen would
Kingdom of God. Tiller to stop the practice, A federal lawsuit filed conspire to kill them. In a

73. Ephesians 5:18. which she said was illegal.December 14 contends thasimilar fashion, many
Here is a direct commandrerguson also told Tiller that“intelligent design,” if Americans still want to
not to become drunk. he could no longer use thepresented in public schoolpelieve that Islamists, the

74. 1 Thessalonians hotel's name in literature orscience classes will violateextreme Muslims charac-
5:7. Sobriety, as opposedon his web site to promotestudents’ religious liberty by terized by the Taliban and
to drunkenness, is enjoinedjiscounted rates or abortiorpromoting particular reli- al Qaeda, are just a minority

upon the Thessaloniansservices. gious beliefs under the guiseof greater Islam. The wish
0 of science education. Thethat we will be embraced

*x lawsuit, filed by the by those to whom we have
BRAIN . . . American Civil Liberties prought freedom and
(Continued from page 12) Child Euthanasia Al- Union and Americans democracy ignores the long

ready Happens Every- United for the Separationhistory of Islam’s quest for
is 1.000 times less than thatvhere, Says  Dutch of Church and State inworld domination. — Alan
of the human brain. ... NoteHospital. — The dis- behalf of eleven parents,Caruba. a0
that the potential brain closure by a Dutch hospitalchallenges a I?ennsyl_vgnia(
capacity is estimated as athat it has carried outschool board’s decision / Th ,
least equivalent to that of€uthanasia on terminally ill requiring biology teachers 2 shliliEnis
25 million volumes, a 500- Newborn  babies  hasto present intelligent design| of the natural man
mile-long bookshelf! ... The shocked pro-life groups, butas an alternative tq thel| IS blurre(_:i, th.OUgh
beautiful complexity of our the institution claims it is theory of evolution. || not _extmgu_lshed,
brain contrasts sharply withmerely trying to bring into Intelligent design is a theory}| by sin, but in the
all simplistic, secular the open a practice alreadyarguing that some featureq| Christian it is en-

attempts to explain it away.happening around theof the natural world aref| |ightened by the
Our brain remains a frontierworld. The Groningen Aca- best explained as thell \yorq of God, and
of science; we actually demic Hospital is asking theproducts of an intelligent quickened by the
know very little about it, but Dutch government to ap-cause rather than evolution Holy Spirit

what is known is over- Prove guidelines legalizing The ACLU-AUSCS lawsuit K J
whelming. In addition, €Uthanasia on newborngrgues thatintelligent design
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New Interconfessional attempt to negotiate with

. . Dutch Bible. — The new government officials fails,
(Fundamental Bap.tlstlnformatlon\ interconfessional Dutchthe parents could have
Service Bible illustrates the radical their children removed
: ical nature of thefrom their homes. Thirteen
By David W. Cloud ecumenica o )
United Bible Societies children are threatened
#o O |2 (e WEtass, (e Inllion, WAl &.Eaktle today. It was produced bywith such action.

\ fons@wayoflife.org ) the Netherlands Bible ‘Christian family values
Society, the Flanders Bibleare being replaced by the

Society, the Flemish Bible state’s moral values, which

One-child Policy. — The been some modifications Foundation, in cooperationare designed to create
following is from “U.S. allowing second children for With the Roman Catholic autonomous individuals.

says China forces abor-ethnic populations and rural€hurch. Belgian Catholic The —authority of the
tions,” Chicago Sun-Times, families whose first child is Cardinal Daneels was theparents is not being re-
Dec. 15: “Despite somea girl. In 2002, under U.S.kéynote speaker at a precognized. ... Here, the

changes, China’s one-childpressure, Beijing enacted a¢htation ceremony forstate is replacing the
family planning program national law aimed at Queen Beatrix. Dutch isChristian worldview with

remains a source of coerteducing coercion.” spoken by 22 million peoplethose of the New Age,
cion. forced abortions in Europe and is also spokerparticularly the use of its

infanticide and perilously e in S_uriname, Antill_e_s, South psychologi_cal techniques
imbalanced boy-girl ratios, Africa, and Namlb_la. The and occultism. ... Fourth-
State Department officials D_utch Statenyertallng ver—g_rade students are _shown
said Tuesday. Testimony Billy Graham Voted sion was published in 1637 videos of sexual inter-
before the House Interna-Most Trusted Spokes- but the old Protestantcourse ... Homosexuality
tional Relations Committee Man For Christianity. — Received Text translationmust be accepted as
focused on a Shanghaiin a survey of U.S. pastorsthat so plal_nly_ exposednormal and the children are
woman who, since her@ Barna poll found that Rome’s heresies is no longeencouraged to examine
second pregnancy in theBilly Graham is the most printed by the Bible themselves as to their own

China Still Enforcing sterilization. There have

late 1980s, has beernfrusted spokesperson foisocieties. sexual orientation. Dar-
assigned to psychiatricChristianity. The survey win’s evolution theory
wards, coerced into aninvolved 600 pastors from * k% must be accepted as
abortion, and removedthree broad categories: truth.” As WorldNetDaily
from her job. She isPentecostal, Baptist, and Germany Targetting reported, seven home-
reportedly subject to tortureMainline Protestant (suchHomeschoolers.— The schooling fathers from the

in a labor camp. Mao?@as Episcopal, Unitedfollowing is from World- Twelve Tribes Community

Hengfeng, said Rep_Methodist, and Presbyte-NetDaily, Jan. 21: “Germanin Klosterzimmern spent

Christopher Smith (R-N.J.), rian Church USA). Graham Christians who choose toseveral days in jail last fall

‘is the most egregiousreceived 58% of the vote.nhomeschool their childrenfor refusing to pay fines

example of China’s mis- Following Graham at aare coming under continuedthat were imposed on them
treatment of women whodistant 2nd and 3rd wereenforcement action by thefor failing to send their

do not comply with China’s James Dobson (20%) andyovernment, with one groupchildren to government

draconian policies, but thereRick  Warren (14%). of families fearful they may schools. Other German
are thousands of otherGraham was also voted asose custody of their kids.families have escaped the
victims.’ China in the 1970s the person having the mosiaccording to Richard nation to keep from having
launched a one-child poncyinfluence on churches,Guenther, an Americantheir children seized. ...
to slow the growth of its which is doubtless true. Forexpatriate who lives in Thomas Wriessnig, head
population, now at 1.3 50 years Billy Graham hasGermany, several families inof Cultural Department of

billion. Couples who have been at the forefront ofthe town of Paderbornthe German Embassy, said,
unsanctioned children haveencouraging churches tocurrently ‘are being heavily ‘Daily contact with other

been subject to heavy finesdisobey the Word of God persecuted for their faith.’...

job losses and forcedfor the sake of pragmatism.Guenther says if the parents” (SeeFBIS on page 17)
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FBIS . .. the next day by the flood.dream of broadcastingon long prison sentences.”
(Continued from page 16) Some Muslims, of course,something along these IinesHundredS_ of churches have
are blaming Americans anddealing with Mohammed. been forcibly disbanded and

students from all walks of Israel for the disaster. government campaigns
have sought to force

life promotes tolerance, * ok . :
encourages dialogue among * kK %T:'hsna.?i ;0 rfensgﬂceatlg?
people of different beliefs Persecution Conti- describes the violent treat-

and cultures, and helps stu-  BpC Producer Re- nues In Vietnam, Con- ment of Mennonite pri-

dents to become responsiblgigns Over Blasphemy. trary To Communist soners and the distressing
citizens.” Wriessnig said __  senjor BBC radio Propaganda.— A lengthy state of a 21-year-old
“Germany had to counterproducer Antony Pitts hasreport in the Jan. 18thfemale Mennonite prisoner,
the' _rlse of parallel resigned in protest of theWorld Evangelical Alliance Le Thi Hong Lien, who has

societies that ar@ased On proadcast of the blas-Religious Liberty News become deranged through
religion” and force reli- phemous musical “Jerrydocuments the ongoingphysical and mental abuse.
gious minorities to ‘remain springer — The Opera.” In persecution of Christians byln the midst of this brutal

open and engage in dialogugyjs resignation letter hethe communist governmentpersecution, the Vietna-
with those who think gaid: “Having now watched of Vietnam. Nearly 300 mese government is putting
differently.” This is the the show in its entirety andChristian leaders have beemn a propaganda campaign
philosophy of the New tne hour-long introductory incarcerated since April for western governments in
World Order. broadcast, my conclusion2004 and at least 60an attempt to maintain
was that the blasphemyProtestant leaders “languisreconomic benefits, pre-
was far, far worse thanin the infamous Ba Sao

even the most detailedPrison in Nam Ha Province (SeeFBIS on page 18)

Blaming Christians news reports had led me to

For the Tsunami Disas- believe. ... | feel a corpo- f \
ter. — Some Buddhists, rate responsibility for what = F

Hindus, and Muslims arehas happened — aggra MISSIOn Conference
blaming Christians for vated by the fact that the
December’s tsunami di- BBC did not give sufficient
saster. Hindu leaders inattention to the over- MarCh 27-30’ 2005
India are blaming the whelming level of listener
tragedy on the recent arresprotest in advance.” Exam-
of a popular Hindu leaderples of the blasphemy

(on the charge of murder)included “the ridiculing of Central Bap‘“St ChurCh

and on Christians and arehe figure of Jesus on the

warning that the aid effortscross, dressed to imply 15601 Taylor LOOp Rd

might be used for pro-sexual perversion” and “the .
selytism. A national mis- repeated mockery of the Little ROCk, Arkansas 72223
sionary in Sri Lanka reportswounds of Jesus, linked to
that Buddhists in one areaacts of crudeness.” Pitts
destroyed by the tsunamiquoted legal authorities thall Church Phone: (501) 868-7703
are “cursing the Lord Jesusdefined blasphemy as
claiming He destroyed“contemptuous, reviling,

them.” This area, Gallescurrilous or ludicrous ; c
City, was the scene of anti-matter relating to God, Email Address:
Christian propaganda onJesus Christ, or the Bible” Impotts@centralbaptistchurch.org
Christmas day. Black flags,(“BBC Producer Resigns,”
banners, and posters againsthe Guardian, Jan. 12). Weg L. M. Potts. Pastor

. . ,

Jesus Christ covered aapplaud Mr. Pitts’ courage

one-kilometer-long bus of conviction. The hypo-
stand, which was destroyeccritical BBC would not K J
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FBIS . .. formal public evangelism is Amsterdam to Paris tohamed Atta, one of the
(Continued from page 17) forbidden by governmentMadrid, as Muslims strug- Step. 11 hijackers, lived for

policy and we respect gle — with words, votes some time in Germany.”
tending that religious this.” Glenda Moore, a and sometimes violence—

freedom exists. social worker with the to stake out their place in * ok ok
Church of the Nazarene,adopted societies. ... By
* % % said in 2001 of their work mid century, at least one in  New City Office In

in India following an five Europeans will be pystin, Texas, Conse-
earthquake, “We know it's Muslim.... >From the Paris ¢ ateq By A Witch and
not a Christian area, amge suburbs 25 years ago, Shiitgyiper Pagan Religious
are sensitive not to spreadAyatollah Ruhollah Kho- | aqders. — On January
the gospél (Christianity meini planned a revolution 13 the new City Hall in
Today, April 23, 2001). that ultimately overthrew aystin, Texas, was con-
What eternal good does itthe Shah of Iran and, inggcrated by a hodge-podge
do to help people with theirturn, helped inspire a globaly¢ religious leaders, in-
physical needs if they dielslamic revival. The fallout cluding representatives of
without Christ? The bottom is easily visible today as theyyjcca. Hinduism, Buddh-
line is that the Lord gavechildren and grandchildrenigy  jydaism, Bahai, Sufi,
one Great Commission andof Muslim immigrants in ynitarian, and Christian
arms of tne Cathalic, 12 1 Preochus of efuiope neressngy e church. - wicea. High
Episcopal, Lutheran, and P _ gion. Priestess Susan Pinson-
earth (Matt. 28:18-20, and England, polls showpeault of the Covenant of

Methodist denominations . | i
“follow a Red Cross code _etc.). The Apostles did notgreater commitment to dailythe Goddess added her

of conduct against fur_mvolve themselves in prayers, mosqueattendanc%agan chant to the

Social Work Without
Evangelism? — A Jan.
17 article in the Denver
Post, titled “Proselytizing
During Relief Efforts
Divides,” described the
different opinions among
various Christian social
work groups toward the
subject of evangelism. It
observed that the relief

thering a particular religious social-political action. ?hn:nfats;;[glrged\ljvgr;g :adrgii?j%onfusmn (American
or political viewpoint.” This O Statesman, Jan. 14).
: o o * ok ok ago. ... Within six years the
viewpoint is not limited to R
three largest cities in the * % *

Catholic or liberal Pro-
testant work. It is shared
by some influential evan-

Netherlands will be majority
Muslim. ... A 2002 poll of

British Muslims found that The Dead Sea Scrolls

gelical organizations, in- Islam Shaping A New 44 percent believe attacksDebate Continues. —
cluding Compassion Inter-Europe. — A lengthy P As of this year there are

by Al Qaeda are justified
as long as ‘Muslims are
being killed by America and
its allies using American
weapons.’ ... The poten-
tially serious effects of that

national and World Vision. report in the Chicago
In 1966 the Evangelical Tribune for Dec. 19 was
Foreign Missions Associa-titled “Islam Shaping a New
tion (an arm of the National Europe.” Following are
Association of Evangelicalssome excerpts: “Anyone
in America) adopted this wondering how the struggle _ .~ =~ . 1940s and 50s. The most
; : radicalization became clear .
statement on social actionfor the soul of Islam could popular is that they
) . . . ) . on March 11, when co- .
Evangelical social action play out in America should ~ . , belonged to an ascetic and
S ordinated bombings of four . )
will include, whenever look to Europe. ... For the o ., secretive Jewish cult called
. : ) . L commuter trains in Madrid : :
possible a verbal witness first time in history, Mus- | . the Essenes who lived in a
. : - killed 191 people and .
to Jesus Christ.” Thelims are building large and nearby community. The
. . . L wounded more than 1,800.

World Vision web site growing minorities across latest theory, by
LT More recently, the Nether- . .
proclaims: “In all World the secular Western world . ) archeologists Yitzhak
e . . lands is in turmoil after the .
Vision projects, staff are — nowhere more visibly - Magen and Yuval Peleg, is

. . brutal killing of Theo van :
ready to give a reason forthan in Western Europe, that the ruins uncovered
) ) . Gogh, who made a con-
their hope Whenever ap- where their numbers have . . near the caves were that
. . : troversial film about : .
propriate and desired by more than doubled in the_ . : ._of a pottery making facility
. violence against women in
the community In many past two decades. The

countries where we work,impact is unfolding from Islamic societies. ... Mo- (SeeFBIS on page 19)

13 different theories about
who deposited the Dead
Sea Scrolls in the caves
near Qumran where they
were discovered in the
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FBIS . .. rated the most influential Baptist Church (Southerninto the blood stream
(Continued from page 18) writer. In an article Baptist) in Huntsville, through a large vein, and

commemorating the 100thAlabama, has a permanenso distributed to the tissues
that had no relationship toanniversary of Lewis’s labyrinth of stones on itsof the body by way of the
the scrolls. There are alsdpirth, J.I. Packer called himgrounds. Simpson Univer-general circulation. Can you
contradictory theories about’our  patron  saint.” sity in Redding, California, imagine anything more
the age of the scrolls, someChristianity Today said associated with the Chris-miraculous than the intri-
dating them to B.C. with Lewis “has come to be thetian and Missionary Al- cate processes | have just
others dating them to A.D.Aquinas, the Augustine, andliance, has a labyrinth.described? There is no
The Dead Sea Scrolls,the Aesop of contemporaryBethany Mennonite possible explanation of them
which include portions Evangelicalism” (“Still Church, Bridgewater Cor-but the wisdom and power
(mostly fragments) of every Surprised by Lewis,” ners, Vermont, has aofa personal God.
book of the Old TestamentChristianity Today, Sept. labyrinth in its lawn. For several months
except Esther, are used by, 1998). Lewis claimed Michele Hershberger, chairnow, | have been passing
modern textual critics to that followers of pagan of the Bible department aton to you spiritual food.
“correct” the Hebrew religions can be savedHesston College (Men-Have you assimilated it?
Masoretic text, but this flies without personal faith in nonite) uses labyrinths. TheFood for our bodies will do
in the face of divine Jesus Christ: “There arelabyrinth is a circular us no good unless we have
preservation, for they laypeople in other religions pattern with a path thatpower to absorb; and in
hidden away for most of thewho are being led by God’swinds its way to the centerfact, if this power is lacking,
church age. Modern textualsecret influence to and which is used as a toomuch trouble may be
critics would have us concentrate on those partfor prayer and meditation.caused by food. You have
believe that the preservedf their religion which are Used by pagan religions forlistened to me, as | have
Word of God was hiddenin agreement with thousands of years, theread from God’'s Word the
in the sands of Egypt andChristianity, and who thuslabyrinth was borrowed wonderful words of life. |
in strange monasteries suchpelong to Christ without from  paganism andhave so often told you of
as St. Catherine’s, with itsknowing it ... For example “Christianized” by the the Lord Jesus Christ, the
room full of unburied skulls, @ Buddhist of good will may Roman Catholic Church as
and in the Pope’s library; be led to concentrate morepart of its desperate search (SeeBODY on page 24)
but Bible believers know and more on the Buddhistfor spirituality apart from = “
better than this. The Newteaching about mercy andthe Bible. God forbids His . o

_ . Quit griping

Testament has not beerio leave in the backgroundpeople to adopt things from about your church;

preserved in its disuse bufthough he might still say the devil's program and to}| it was perfect, you
in its use, by Bible-believing he believed) the Buddhistassociate with pagan thing§| .ouidn't belong.

churches as described byeaching on certain points.such as labyrinths. [

the Lord Jesus in Mat.Many of the good Pagans If the church
28:19-20. long before Christ's birth BODY . . . wants a better
may have been in this(Continued from page 7) pastor, it only needs
* x position” (C.S. Lewis, to pray for the one it
Mere Christianity, pp. 176- the blood stream, where it]| has.
Beware of cC.s. 177). is used chiefly to give T
Lewis. — The late British energy to muscles. The||  God Himself does
author C.S. (Clive Staples) e digested fats take anothef| MOt pmpose.for{”dge
Lewis (1898-1963) is route and are picked up byf| & Ma UMl e 18
extremely popular with The Labyrinth: Pagan a set of lymph capillaries, ou’>. y
evangelicals today. ThoughSpirituality. — Labyrinths, the lacteals which are of you: L
Lewis died in 1963, saleswhich have their roots ininfinite smallness. This Prayer: Don't
of his books have risen topagan “spirituality,” are milky fluid, called chyle, give God instructions

two million a year. In a increasing in popularity finally reaches the thoracic}| —_ just report for
Christianity Today reader’samong evangelicals today.duct away up in the side of duty!
poll in 1998, Lewis was The Weatherly Heightsthe neck where it is emptied\_ )
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REVELATION . . . hostility to the State. Whenhour, that | might receive athe last, which was dead,
(Continued from page 3)  the time came for his trial, portion in the number of and is alive: | know thy
we find that the JewsThy martyrs in the cup of works, and tribulation,
the Apostle John. Now if united with his accusers inThy Christ.” Smyrna was and poverty, (but thou art
he had been saved ogemanding that he beindeed a church to undergaich) and | know the
converted in the year A.D.thrown to the lions. They persecution, and her pastoblasphemy of them which
82, and if he had been awvere not able to do that, soPolycarp was one of thesay they are Jews, and
Christian for some 14 yearsfailing in that, they sought first, being burned alive atare not, but are the
we see that he had beefio have him burned alive,the stake. synagogue of Satan. Fear
saved some 14 years at th@nd this was done. History ~ Now this persecution none of those things
time he pastored the churchoints out that the Jewsthat we read about in thiswhich thou shalt suffer:
at Smyrna, and when thishelped to gather the fagotschapter, this impendingbehold, the devil shall
letter was written to the as fuel for the fire in which tribulation, is doubtless acast some of you into
church. John went to Asiahe was to burn to death.part of that general per-prison, that ye may be
in 80 A.D., so that meansHistory also records thatsecution that the authortried; and ye shall have
that he was saved apthey even gathered theforesees is going to happenribulation ten days: be
proximately 2 years aftersticks on the Sabbath dayto all the churches. Thethou faithful unto death,
the Apostle John had gonevhich as you know a Jewapostolic age was followedand | will give thee a
to Smyrna. would not do on the by a time of martyrdom crown of life (2:8-10).

As John writes theseSabbath Day — a violationthat lasted into the 4th Now, | want you to
words, he is simply writing of the Sabbath. By this wecentury. During this time, note some of the charac-
the words of the Lord whensee the intense hatred theyhere were 10 great per-teristics of this church. As
he tells of the persecutionhad for Polycarp. secutions under the Romarwe look at the seven
that is to fall upon this As he was bound onemperors, beginning withchurches, the wealthiest
church at Smyrna. He sayghat stake, with the fagotsthe persecution under Nercchurch was the most
unto them, t know thy all around, with them readyin A.D. 64 and ending with severely reproved for its
works, and tribulation, to light the match to the Diocletian around 310 A.D. spiritual weakness, while
and poverty (Rev. 2:9). fagots, they gave him theOf these 10 persecutionsSmyrna, the poorest of
He also says,Behold, the opportunity to recant. Heseven of these occurredhem all, was praised in
devil shall cast some ofwas offered his freedom ifduring the time or the being rich in spiritual
you into prison, that ye he would simply confessperiod of Smyrna. It is attainment, the very op-
may be tried (Rev. that Caesar was Lord. Buttherefore called in churchposite, the very reverse of
2:10a). Furthermore Hehere’s what he said, and lhistory the time of the greatthe church of Laodicea. It
also says, And ye shall quote verbatim: “80 and 6 persecution. seemed that wealth became
have tribulation ten days years have | served Christ Thousands, probably,a handicap. It seemed that
(Rev. 2:10b). He thenand He has done memillions were flayed, burned luxury became a handicap.
exhorts them saying,Be nothing but good. How thenalive, cast to the wild The church of Laodicea, the
thou faithful unto death could | curse Him, my Lord beasts, or cruelly torturedwealthiest church was also
(Rev. 2:10c). So the churchand my Savior.” during these times ofthe worldliest church. But
at Smyrna represents that They took the match, lit persecution. In this nameSmyrna, in the midst of
time around 170 A.D. to the fire, and Polycarp, theSmyrna, we have a pro-persecution, in the midst of
about 315 A.D. which is to pastor of the church inphecy of the persecutionpoverty, was characterized
be a time of intense per-Smyrna, was burned aliveand the death that wouldby things that were spiritual
secution. at the stake. As the flamesefall the members of thisrather than things that were

If you read vyour rose up round about him,church of Smyrna. worldly. There is not even
history, you find that this and as they began to burn Let us read theseone word of criticism about
was true. The Jews and th&im, those standing near bywords again concerning thisthis church at Smyrna.
Pagans combined insaid they heard him pray,church. “And unto the Smyrna was a faithful
accusing the Christians, and! thank thee that Thou hastangel of the church in church, a working church,
Polycarp, as the pastor ofgraciously thought me Smyrna write: These
this church at Smyrna, ofworthy of this day and this things saith the first, and (SeeREV on page 21)
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REVELATION . . . the beginning and the(but thou art rich) and | whatever opposition there is
(Continued from page 20) ending” Notice in 1:17, know the blasphemy ofto the churches of the Lord
“And when | saw him, Ithem which say they areJesus Christ, though it is
a trouble-bearing church, afell at his feet as dead.Jews, and are not, but arecarried on by human in-
poor church financially, but And he laid his right hand the synagogue of Satanstruments, we can know
a rich church spiritually. It upon me, saying unto mefear none of those thingsthat Satan is the one behind
is the exemplary church,Fear not; I am the first which thou shalt suffer: all of this. All of these
the example of what aand the last behold, the devil shall people were simply agents
church ought to be. As you Now they were cast some of you intoof the devil.
read these words, no hinffamiliar with the Old Tes- prison, that ye may be Now who are these
of condemnation or word of tament scriptures, and theytried; and ye shall have persecutors? They are
rebuke is anywhere to bewould know that this was tribulation ten days: be identified for us right here.
found in this letter to areference to God Himself.thou faithful unto death, He says, t know the
Smyrna. Though we do notWe read in Isaiah, Thus and | will give thee a blasphemy of them which
find very much written here saith the Lord the King crown of lif¢' (2:9-10). say they are Jews, and
about their works, whatof Israel, and his re- He now tells them are not, but are the
could a poor church in thedeemer the Lord of hosts;about the persecution thasynagogue of Satdn
midst of poverty and ! am the first, and | amis to come upon them, and(2:9). These that are
persecution do? Naturallythe last; and beside meHe tells them where thepersecuting them say they
their works would be little there is no Gotl (Isa. persecution is going to comeare Jews, but they are not
and few, but they were a44:6). So the church infrom. The source of thatJews, rather they are of the
church that was strong inSmyrna would know that persecution is the devil. Wesynagogue of Satan. Well,
their belief and their strongthis letter that they areknow that the devil did not what does he mean by
faith led them all the way receiving is a letter from come down here personallythat? Well, Paul described
to be persecuted even untéhe “first and the last’ and persecute thosethese people like this, for
death. from God Himself. First believers, but we do findin Romans he makes a
Now let's look at the means that He was befordhat these believers weredistinction between Jews.
message that the Lord hagll things; last means thatpersecuted. These belieHe says, For he is not a
to this church. He says:He is after all things havevers that were persecutedew, which is one out-
“And unto the angel of thepassed away. This iden-had either been killed orwardly; neither is that
church in Smyrna write: tifies Him as God. thrown in prison by heathencircumcision, which is
These things saith the first The second identifi- judges, the kings, the em-outward in the flesh: But
and the last, which wascation is ‘These things perors, or the Romanhe is a Jew, which is one
dead, and is alive(3:7). saith the first, and the Popes or others. And yet itinwardly; and circum-
Now remember that inlast, which was dead, andis said that it is the devil cision is that of the heart,
each of these letters thds alive” You notice in that did all of this. So we in the spirit, and not in
author is to be charac-1:18, He says, I“am he see that even though it waghe letter; whose praise is
terized. The Author is to bethat liveth, and was these heathen judges, onot of men, but of Gdd
identified, and we find that dead” so the Author then these Romish Popes, ofRom. 2:28-29).
there are usually twolidentifies Himself. They these kings, or these Paul tells us that there
statements used to identifyfknow then that this is aemperors, or whoever itare two kinds of Jews. He
the Author, and these twopersonal letter written to might have been, we seesays there are Jews that
statements are taken fronthem by the Lord Jesusthat the devil is behind all physically are the des-
the description that we find Christ Himself and given to of this persecution, and thiscendants of Abraham. They
in chapter one. Here wethem through the Apostleis true even today. Whatare members of the Jewish
find the two statements are:John. persecution we find today,race physically, but that is
“These things saith the Now we find the whether it be physical simply the circumcision of
first and the last When persecution that is to fall persecution, where men areéhe flesh, only an outward
you turn to 1:8, the Lord upon them. He says,|“ literally put to death, or relationship. They are not
identifies Himself by saying, know thy works, andwhether it be ridicule,
“| am Alpha and Omega,tribulation, and poverty, mockery, or other means, (SeeREV on page 22)
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REVELATION . . . Satan” going to be the persecutordievers in the Lord Jesus
(Continued from page 21) There are churches thabf the church of Smyrna?Christ, and the churches of
today are not churches ofit was the false religions which they were members
to be considered real Jewsthe Lord Jesus Christ. Theyof that day; those whowere true New Testament
He says those who are thénay have the name churchwere the professors, thosehurches. Some though
real Jews are the ones thathey may call themselves avho claimed to be thewere not.
have the circumcision of theChristian church. Some offollowers of God. Today, There's a group that
heart, ‘But he is a Jew, them may even call them-we find that false religions was called the “mad men
which is one inwardly selves a Baptist church, buhave always been the mosof Munster,” and they
So there was to be aif they are unbelievers; if zealous in persecuting thewere rather wild charac-
distinction made betweenthey have rejected thelLord's churches and op-ters. They did some things
those who were thelord; if their doctrine is posing the truth. that we as Baptists do not
believers from those whofalse, they are a church of Read your history of believe in. We don't believe
were the unbelievers. Wethe Antichrist and not athe “dark ages,” the some of their doctrines, and
are to make that samechurch of the Lord Jesusmedieval ages. What youthey were pretty fanatical
distinction today, the Christ. They are falsefind there is a history ofin some ways. They too
distinction between thoseprofessors and not pos-the persecution of the truewere called Anabaptists,
who are the false pro-sessors, not genuine Chrisehurches of the Lord Jesusut don’t believe that every
fessors and those who ardians. They constitute theChrist. They were called Anabaptist was like these
the real possessors, thos&ynagogue of Satan todayheretics, sects or Ana-‘wild men of Munster.”
who are really saved. Now it is not difficult baptists in the history books,Even so, you have some
Unsaved church memberdo identify them today. If and all kinds of maligning so-called Baptists today.
as opposed to those whg/ou want to know how to words were used againsMartin Luther King, Jr. was
are saved church membersidentify a true church from them, but most of thesupposed to be a Baptist,
For those who were thea false church; if you want Anabaptists were the truebut denied nearly every
unsaved Jews, he says thdp know how to determine followers of the Lord Jesusfundamental of the faith. He
they were members oftfe a synagogue of Satan, &Lhrist. Yet they were was not a true believer.
synagogue of Satah church of Satan, as op-persecuted by the churcfPresident Bill Clinton
You remember that theposed to a true church ofof that day and time whocomes to mind also.] So
Lord told those Jews whenChrist (belonging to the was allied with the State,everyone that wears the
they rejected Him, andlLord Jesus Christ), youthe Roman Catholic name Baptist today is not a
turned their back uponcompare the doctrines andChurch. true Baptist, just as all of
Him, and when they de-practices of that church Now | don’t mean to those that went under the
termined that they werewith the Bible itself. That's say that every person whoappellation of being an
going to crucify Him, He the only way you can tell. went under the nameAnabaptist were not always
said, ‘Behold, your house You cannot go by the name Anabaptist was a truetrue Anabaptists. Some-
is left unto you desolate You cannot go by the label.Baptist. Just like today, times others were lumped
(Mt. 23:38). It no longer You have to see what theyevery one that goes undein with the Anabaptists, but
was to be a house of Godteach and what they practhe name Baptist is not athe vast majority of them
The Tabernacle was in itstice. If they do not teachtrue Baptist. The majority were true believers in the
day. The Temple was in itsand practice the doctrinesof those who had the nameLord Jesus Christ. These
day. The synagogues weréf the Word of God, then Anabaptist applied to them,true churches, and true
used in their time, but theyou can know that it is awere named in a derogatorybelievers were persecuted
Lord said concerning thesynagogue of Satan,manner after some of theirby the false churches
Temple that your house isregardless of what they mayleaders. Groups, such as thduring the time of what is
now left unto you desolate,have over the door of thatWaldenses who werereferred to as the Dark
because of their unbelief.church. named after Peter Waldo,Ages or the Medieval
It was no longer a house Just who were theseor the Albigenses namedAges.
of God, but instead, thewho were the opponents ofafter a region in Europe, Satan still works that
Lord tells us here, that it isthe church in Smyrna, andand things of this kind. Most
now the ‘synagogue of Who were these that wereof them were true be- (SeeREV on page 23)
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REVELATION . . . those things which thoube imprisoned, you're goingwere the unsaved, they
(Continued from page 22) shalt suffer: behold, the to be tried, and as a resultvould say “now that's all
devil shall cast some ofof your trial, you're going that we have to offer you.”
way today. Satan does higyou into prison, that yeto be martyred or put toWe’'ve gotten a letter from
most effective work by may be tried; and ye shalldeath. Some of you arethe Lord, and He has
means of those who arehave tribulation ten days going to be thrown to the promised us persecution,
professing Christians. Satar{2:10). This could refer to lions. Many of you will be and has said that many of
can work as well andthe 10 great persecutiondoiled in oil. Others tied to us are going to be martyred
perhaps he can even workinder the Roman Emperorsa stake and burned aliveand put to death, but this
a little bit better through or it could refer to the 10 Others stretched out uporwe gladly and willingly to
one who claims to be ayears of the fiercest persea wrack, and they're goingdo so that you might be
church member thancution under Diocletian. But to have ropes tied to themsaved. Will you trust the
through one who is anregardless, he tells themand they are going to belord, and will you join with
outsider. Satan can behat their persecution ispulled apart so that all ofus? Will you believe on the
more effective in his work going to be a real severgheir joints separate, untilLord Jesus Christ and will
by using someone on thepersecution, tinto death’” they actually pull that body you become a child of God
inside of a church to do his“Fear none of thoseapart. Others, because ofo that you might be one
work than he can by usingwhich thou should suffer: their testimony in the facewith us, even though it may
outsiders to do his work.behold the devil shall castof their persecutors, hadmean that you too will die?
We can expect, therefore some of you into prison,their tongues literally cut out Then they could tell
that Satan’s work is goingthat ye may be tried; andof their mouths so that theythem the words of the
to be in accordance withye shall have tribulation strangled to death on theirLord. He says, remember
his character and natureten days’ own blood. Not very en- now, fear not him that can
and that's to be under- Then note this state-couraging at all was it!  Kill the body, but can’t touch
handed and deceitful. Thisment, ‘Be thou faithful But the Lord tells them, the soul. And as these
is what happened to theunto death” Now if He “Be thou faithful unto preachers, Polycarp, and
church of Smyrna. Thehad said be thou faithfuldeath, and | will give these believers, as they
greatest and most intenséntil death, until deaththee a crown of lif¢ The talked to the lost round
persecution that they hadwould have referred to alord tells you and me theabout them, they knew the
came from those who werenatural death. But hesame thing today. He sayspersecution was coming.
of false religions. doesn’t say be thou faithful“Fear not them which kill Maybe they were hiding,
Now by false religions, until death comes, but Hethe body, but are not ablemaybe they were preaching
it means the followers of says, “Be thou faithfuinto to kill the sout (Mt. in secret, in homes, in
Caesar, emperor worshipdeath” and the word “unto” 10:28a). He says don’t becaves, in out of the way
and the followers of Diana suggests a time when theyafraid of them. All they can places, and they would
of the Ephesians, a god-Wwill have to die a martyrs do is kill your body. All they preach to those people
dess, but it also means th&leath. He’s telling them can do is put you to deaththere and say, now we
followers of those who that they are going to dieand you're going to die know that persecution is
made up that apostatédy martyrdom, not by eventually anyway. Fear coming, but don’t you fear
church that developed intomeans of a natural deathnot them which kill the the persecution. Don’t you
what we know today as theThen He says to them alsopody but are not able tofear what man can do unto
Roman Catholic Church.“And | will give thee a kill the soul” Then He you. If you realize whom
They were the most severeerown of life” They're tells them, but rather fear you are to fear, you'll
persecutors of the truegoing to receive a martyr'shim which is able to realize you need to fear

believers and the truecrown. destroy both soul andGod, because God will not
churches of the Lord Jesus Not very encouraging to body in hell (Mt. 10:28b). only cast your body into
Christ. that church at all was it, Can you imagine the hell, but He will cast your

Now, the Lord tells us telling them that you're preaching and the messagsoul into hell as well.
how long this intense per-going to have to undergoof this church at Smyrna?Therefore you ought to be-
secution was to take placelO years of persecution.As they were preaching
He says, Fear none of Some of you are going tothe gospel to those who (SeeREV on page 24)
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REVELATION . . . and so much the more, aghe mercies of God, thatHell unless you receive
(Continued from page 23) ye see the day approachyou present your bodiesJesus Christ as your
ing” (Heb. 10:25). That's a living sacrifice, holy, personal Lord and Savior.
come a believer in the LordGod’s command! acceptable unto God,You better fear the Lord,
Jesus Christ. Are you witnessing? which is your reasonable and if you're not afraid, you

It meant something toAre you willing to go door- service€ (Rom. 12:1). ought to be.
be a believer in that dayto-door, visit somebody That's what He wants. He ~ What’s the answer?
and time. It meant some-that’'s unsaved, and witnessvants your body aslaving The answer is believe!
thing to stand up and beto them and try to lead themsacrifice. It's so easy for Trust! Receive the Lord
counted. It doesn’t meanto know Jesus Christ asus to say that if | had livedJesus Christ as your per-
much today. Everybody’s atheir Lord and Savior? during the times of Smyrnasonal Lord and Savioil.
church member today. It'sHave you done that? If not,| would have stood right
popular to be a Christianthen don’t be so quick tothere and | would haveBODY ...
today, and everybody cantell the Lord, “Now Lord, I been willing to die for Jesus(Continued from page 19)
be a Christian and neverwould do so and so, I'll die Christ, but will you live for
have to worry about it. Soif the time comes,” etc. ButHim today? Will you live Bread of Life and the
everybody’s a churchyou know you're not going for Him? Savior of the world. If you
member. But are you ato have to die. You know  Now for you that are have done nothing about
real, true believer in thethere’s not going to be anyunsaved, the Lord tells youHim, you are now, it may
Lord Jesus Christ? Are youpersecution. You know that you need to be savedpe, farther away from
really willing to take your you're not going to be and that you need not fealsg|vation than you used to
stand, and are you reallyboiled alive or thrown to him that can only destroype, You may have uncon-
willing to serve the Lord? Wild animals, or burned atthe body, but He says yousciously hardened your
Are you really willing to @ stake. You know that'sbetter fear Him who canpeart against my Lord, and
make the sacrifice to benot going to happen. cast both body and soul intoyoy find it easier to go on
faithful to the Lord? Are you willing to do Hell. That's what you need |jying without Him.

“Oh, yeah, preacher, if what the Lord tells you toto be worried about. If Will you pay very close
they were going to kill me, do as a Christian today?you’re not saved today, youattention to this warning
boy I'd sure stay faithful, Are you willing to give up don’t need to be worriedfound in Proverbs 29:1? Do
I'd be willing to be alittle bit of your television about whether you're ser-pot treat it lightly, | beg of
martyred. I'd stay faithful in order to come toving the Lord, or whetheryoy. Here it is: “He, that
even though they were tovisitation on Tuesday nightsyou're going to die for the being often reproved
boil me in oil, or if they and go visiting? Are you Lord, or something like that. hardeneth his neck, shall
were to take me out, tie mewilling to give a little bit of What you need to besyddenly be destroyed and
to a stake, and burn meyour time to serve theworried about is that Godthat without remedy.” That
alive. I'd be just as faithful Lord? Are you willing to do says He is going to castis very definite and very
as Polycarp.” Would you this for the Lord? Are you both your soul and bodyterrible. Many will find
really? Are you faithful in willing to do that for the into Hell if you are not themselves in the place of
serving the Lord in the way Lord? Don’t brag to the saved. That's whom youeternal punishment who
He wants you serve HimLord about what you would are to fear. might have chosen eternal
today? Are you faithful in do if persecution came, if ~ Are you afraid? You |ife. Will you decide to link
your attendance at churchyou're not willing to live for don’t act like it. You don’t yourself with Jesus Christ
as God commands you tathe Lord today! After all, act as if you are worried atyithout delay? You may
be? Do you come to churchthe Lord doesn’t call uponall. You act like you could not understand what it
every time the doors of thisyou to die for Him. He care less what God is goingmeans. Never mind that.
church are open? God’sdoesn’t ask you to sacrificeto do with you. But you jyst ask Him to save you.
command is Not for- Your life in death for Him, mark the words of Jesusand you will surely
saking the assembling ofout He asks you to sacrificeChrist, for if He speaks theqiscover that HE’S
ourselves together, as theyour body in service untotruth, then you better fearyONDERFUL! [Next

manner of some is; butHim. “lI beseech you Him, for He is going to cast month “Your Blood and Its
exhorting one another: therefore, brethren, by both your soul and body intoUSes."] ooooo




