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Some Baptist Whys and Wherefores

By John Jeter Hurt

WHY JOIN THE speaks, debate ought tdt: “Even as Christ also church daily” (Acts 2:47).
CHURCH? end. Human opinion mustloved the church, and gave 2. Fellowship s
not carry itself against himself for it” (Eph. 5:26). natural and inspiring. —
“The Lord added to God’'s knowledge. The (4) Because He exaltsMen have always sought

the church daily such aschurch is Christ’s: it: “If he shall neglect to fellowship. They always
should be saved(Acts (1) Because He hear them, tell it unto thewill. Evil associates with
2:47). founded it: “Upon this rock church” (Mt. 18:17). evil, and thereby multiplies
I will build my church” (Mt. (5) Because He pro-harm. Good must link itself
1. It is Christ’'s 16:18). phesies its triumph: “The with good to better learn
Organization. — Men may (2) Because He is thegates of hell shall not prevailand promote goodness.
establish useless organizahead of it: “And he is the against it” (Mt. 16:18). Good men must not be
tions, but He does not.head of the body, the (6) Because He in-slackers, while evil men
Christ thought men neededchurch” (Col. 1:18). creases its membership:

the church. When He (3) Because He loved“And the Lord added to the SeeWHYS on page 22)

The Independence of the Local Church

By Chester E. Tulga

1. The New TestamentNew Testament church. church has the right to ownit may give its primary
presents only one type of 2. The doctrine of theits property free from all loyalty to Jesus Christ and
local church: an indepen-independence of the localoutside entanglements, dethe Word of God, instead
dent, local assembly underchurch is rooted in thenominational or other-wise; of ecclesiastical authority
the direction of the Spirit competency of the indi-to select its own pastoraland the programs of men.
of God and under thevidual Christian to ascertainleadership; to ordain those 4. Individual local
authority of Christ, the the will of God for himself, called into its ministry; to churches should voluntarily
Head of the Church. Itsthe necessity for freedomselect its own objects ofassociate themselves to-
relationships are purelyto accept responsibility, andbenevolence; to choose fogether in Christian fel-
voluntary, but a deep sensehe accountability which itself its own religious lowship and in Christian
of kinship with other New individuals and groups havefellowships; to safeguard itstasks whenever such
Testament assemblies is felto God for their policies and faith; to reject error and to cooperation is desirable or
and manifested. There is n@qctions. discipline the unruly. It
earthly authority over a3 The New TestamentMust be free in order that (SeeTULGA on page 24)
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Quiz The Pastor -- #39 might be physically at- The prodigal son got a ring
tracted to them, andfrom his gracious father

. . thereby be influenced to be(Lk. 15:22). The high priest
DOGS the Blble FOI’bId the saved. However, the wholein the Old Testament wore

Wearing Of Jewelry’? point of their Christian living golden ornaments with
' was to point their lost God’s approval. So you can

husbands to Christ, and nosee the wearing of clothes
By the late Nick Michalinos to themselves. This was toor plaiting of hair or
be done by allowing the wearing of jewelry is not
Question: Does God putting on of apparel: But hidden inward man of theforbidden in First Peter 3:3,
forbid the wearing of any let it be the hidden man ofheart to shine forth throughbut the true adornment and
kind of jewelry? the heart, in that which istheir lives which they had beauty should be from
Answer:[ I have not corruptible, even thesurrendered to Christ. Theywithin, from the Spirit-
heard some well-meaningornament of a meek andwere to seek to put thecontrolled heart.
preachers condemn bothyuiet spirit,which is in the hidden man of the heart on  Also in First Timothy
men and women who wearsight of God of great display. Their outward lives 2:9-10, we have the same
jewelry. | have personally price.” were to be a true ex-thought. The Bible forbids
met a few folks who think The two verses (Vs. 1-pression of a yieldedimmodest and extravagant
it is wrong and sinful to 2) just before the aboveChristian’s heart, “even thedress. Vanity in dress is
wear expensive jewelry. Iquoted verses, command®rnament of a meek andwrong and sinful. That
didn’t get their opinions on the Christian wives with quiet spirit.” It may not which is lavish and gaudy
whether wearing inexpen-unsaved husbands who willmean much to some folks,may draw the attention of
sive, paste jewelry wasnot obey the Word of God, but it “is in the sight of God the unsaved to us, but not
forbidden by their teach-to seek to win thoseof great price.” God doesn’'tto the Savior. When we
ings. However, we’re not husbands to Christ as theyuse the fashions and stylesiress like the world, and act
primarily interested in the behold their godly living. If of this world to attract the like the world, our message
opinions of men or womenthe lost husband would notlost to Christ. of salvation will fall on
with regard to morals andhear sermons, they would Notice that verse 3 deaf ears. We become a
doctrine. The Bible rightly be able to behold thosementions “putting on of hindrance rather than a
divided is good enough forsermons lived out in theapparel.” This does nothelp.
us. holy lives of the wives.  forbid a woman’s putting on We are not to be
One of the verses used Thus, the verses weclothes. Of course, women“conformed to the world”
by those that preach againshave quoted above forbidsought to wear clothes, butand its fashions (Rom.
the wearing of jewelry is these same wives to dethe clothes are not to bel2:2). God certainly doesn’t
found in First Peter 3:3-4,pend upon outward adorn-her real adornment. want us to appear shabby
“Whose adorning let it not ment in their effort to get In the same way, it isand unattractive in our
be that outward adorning oftheir husbands saved. Thenot wrong for a woman to public appearances, but we
plaiting the hair, and of idea that some wives hadplait her hair, but her plaitedmust not resort to ridiculous
wearing of gold, or of was that their husbandshair is not to be her trueextravagance of apparel or

(- \) beauty. A woman can wearof hair or wearing of
THE BAPTIST CHALLENGE nice apparel, and plait herjewelry. However, the
hair, and also have a “meekwearing of jewelry is not
M. L. Moser, Editor and quiet spirit.” forbidden. m
Pastor Emeritus The same is also truefwe mutter and sputter, )
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH concerning jewelry. The|we fume and we spurt;
15601 Taylor Loop Rd. wearing of jewelry is often | We mumble and grumble,
Little Rock, Arkansas 72223 mentioned in the Bible |Our feelings are hurt.
Church Phone: (501) 868-7703 without being taboo. Forfwe can't understand things
Email: mimoserL@juno.com exatrr][plek, Abr'aham’s Se_rf-t Our vision grows dim
o . vant took earrings as a gift§ When all that we need is
L Editor’'s Phone: (501) 258-3221 JJ for Rebekah (Gen. 24:22) | A moment with Him.
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that there are. You areno true Baptist can have
either a believer or anany fellowship with them
unbeliever. There is nosince they are unbelievers
middle ground. Both the and therefore we should
liberals and the moderatemever be associated with

(Reprinted from The thatthere is no moderate are unbelievers, both ofthem in any way according
Baptist Challenge, AugustYou are either a believerwhom deny the verbalto the Apostle Paul who
1984) or an unbeliever, you can’tinspiration of the Word of tells us:

A Religious News be both. You either believeGod or the inerrancy of the  “Be ye not unequally
Service article reporting thethe Bible or you don’t Scripture. The conservativeyyoked together with un-
recent meeting of thebelieve the Bible. It stands(nearly always called ultra-believers ... Wherefore
Southern Baptist Conven-or falls as a unit, and oneconservative), is one whocome out from among them,
tion began the article bycannot believe only a partbelieves in the inerrancy ofand be ye separate, saith
saying: of the Bible. It is either all Scripture. This is the the Lord, and touch not the

“The Southern Baptist God’'s Word or none of it historic position of Baptists. unclean thing” (2 Cor.
Convention, the nation’scan ever be declared with  Liberals and moderates6:14-17). This admonition of
largest Protestant deno-<ertainty to be God’s are not true Baptists butPaul not only applies to
mination, continued its Word. After all, who is are false apostles parading
strong swing towards ultra-qualified to tell us what part under the name Baptist, and (SeeULTRA on page 6)
conservatism at its nationalis and what part is not. f \
conference here.” What man is there who :

This raises the questionconsiders himself to be ablg There Always Will be God
as to what is a “liberal,” to tell us, without doubt and
“moderate,” “conservative” without being subject to
or an “ultra-conservative.” error, just what portions of

What Is An “Ultra-Conservative”?

By M. L. Moser, Editor

“They cannot shell His temple,
Nor dynamite His throne;

A short definition of a the Bible are given to us
“conservative” is: “One by God and what portions
who believes the Bible isare given to us by man?
verbally inspired, inerrant, There is no such man. If it
and that God said what Heis not all God’s Word, then
meant, and meant what Have are forever in the
said.” A “liberal” is one position of never knowing.
who does not believe that The word “ultra” is
the Bible is verbally in- nearly always inserted in
spired, inerrant, and he isfront of the word con-
not sure whether God saidservative and is to be
anything at all, and if so, understood in a derogatory
we can never know for fashion. It is always “ultra-
sure what He said, and ifconservative” as though ong
He did say something, wewho is an *“ultra-conser-
can never know for surevative” should be avoided
that He meant what Heas one with the plague.
said. The liberal is no betterlsn’t it strange that you
off than an unbeliever never read of the *“ultra-
(which he is) or an infidel. moderate” or the “ultra-

A “moderate” is one liberal” but only the “ultra-
who tries to have it both conservative”?
ways, a fence-straddler, We need to eliminate
one who tries to be both amall of these so-called classi-
unbeliever and a believer affications and get back to
the same time, which meanghe only two classifications

They cannot bomb His city,
Nor rob Him of His own.

“They cannot take Him captive,
Nor strike Him deaf and blind,
Nor starve Him to surrender,
Nor make Him change His mind.

“They cannot cause Him panic,
Nor cut off His supplies;

They cannot take His kingdom,
Nor hurt Him with their lies.

“Though all the world be shattered,
His truth remains the same,

His righteous laws still potent,
And ‘Father’ still His name.

“Though we face war and struggle
And feel their goad and rod,

We know above confusion

There always will be God.”
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: and held to scorn. TheBut real disciples have a
The SeCU”ty Of the opponents build up a mandivinely given faith and
. of straw and then proceedcontinue in the Word of
Bellever to tear it to pieces. TheyChrist.
never deal with the doctrine  “They went out from
By C. D. Cole as it is believed andus, but they were not of us,
. preached by its friends! for if they had been of us,

In this article there are by faith in the Lord Jesus 1. Itiis no part of the they would no doubt have
three expressions which weChrist, may do that which doctrine that all church continued with us; but t_hey
shall use interchangeablyis wrong, grieve the Holy mem_bers are secure and went out, tha_t they might
“The security of the Saints, Spirit, lose the joy of certain to go to heaven. be made manifest that they
The Preservation of thesalvation, and bring uponAll church members oughtwere not all of us” (1 Jn.
Saints, and the Persehimself the corrective to be saints, but alas, many:19). These were super-
verance of the Saints.”chastisement of the Lord;of them are not. To thoseficial professors, not real
While these are notnevertheless, shall persewho have no other groundprofessors of the grace of
identical statements, theyvere in faith and shall notfor thinking they are savedGod, and the departure
do affirm the same thing ofbe lost in the end. than church membership,from the fellowship of the
saved people, namely, their  Apostasy is based uponthis doctrine offers no hopesaints made manifest 'Fhat
eternal safety. The pre-salvation by works in the Of grqunqls of rejoicing. true chara(_:ter. John plainly
serving power of God Whole or in part; security Sepunty is pred_lcated of says that if they had been
accounts for the perse-is based upon salvation bysaints, born again peoplereal saints they would have
verance of the saints inthe grace of God. The onewvho are justified by faith continued in the fellowship
faith and holiness: “For the makes salvation a humann Christ. These are pre-of the saints. This verse
Lord loveth judgment, and project; the other makesserved by God and perseunmistakably supports our
forsaketh not his saints:salvation a divine under-Vvere in their attachment todoctrine. Judas furnishes an
they are preserved forevertaking. If salvation is of Christ as Lord.anq Savipr.apt illustration of the
(Psa. 37:28). man, failure is not only Persevering faith in Christapostasy of false pro-

There are two doctrinespossible, but certain; ifis the grand mark whichfessors. Judas was never a
which are mutually ex- salvation is of the Lord, it distinguishes saints fromreal believer, although
clusive, antagonistic, andmust be a success. superficial professors. associated with real be-
destructive. There is no One of these doctrines “We are made par-lievers. “Jesus knew from
compromise between themis established by sCripture,takers of Qhr@st, if we hold the beginning who they
They neither give nor askthe other is denied bythe _beglnnlng of our were that believed not, 'and
quarter. One is true, theScripture. So all argumentsconfldence steadfast untowho should betray him”
other is false! One is thepro and con must be basedhe end” (Heb. 3:14). One(Jn. 6:64).
doctrine popularly called upon Scripture. Unaidedwho has beep madg a 2._ It is no part of the
apostasy which means thahuman reason and humanpgrtaker of Ch_rlst py falt'h dogtrlng that_a'll who are
a saved person, a saint, onexperience and observatiowill persevere in faith until active in religious work
born of God, made ahave no place in thethe end of his days. shall be saved forever.
partaker of the divine discussion. “What saith the “Then said _Jesus_untoMany religious workers are
nature, justified by faith in scripture” (Rom. 4:1ff), those Jews which believednot saved now. They are

the Lord Jesus Christ, maymust be our guiding star! 0N him; if ye continue in not saints. They have not

through sin forfeit his my word, then are ye mybeen born again. They have
saintship, become a child of What The Doctrine Is disciples indeed” (Jn. 8:31).not partaken of the divine
the devil, and be finally and There is a faith that isnature. The Savior says:

forever lost. The other is The doctrine we sub- temporal, where the root of“Many will say to me in that

known as the perseverancscribe to is rarely, if ever, (€ matter is not in theday, Lord, Lord, have we
of the saints, which meanscorrectly stated by thoseProfessor, where there hasiot prophesied in thy name?
that one born of God, madewho reject and oppose it."€ally been no experienceand in thy name have cast
a saint by the effectual calllt is dressed up in a falseOf grace. This is the faith

of the Holy Spirit, justified and ugly garb, then ridiculed©f the stony ground hearer. (SeeCOLE on page 6)
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as you believe, they'retoday. It's a good lesson for
somehow condemned? me, a good example for me
" OSTEEN: You know, | to say, you know what,

PaganS think that happens in ourJoel, you may have a lot

society. But | try not to do now but | want to be here

May Be that. | tell people all the 40 years from now sitting

time, preached a couplewith you.

Saved” Sundays about it. I'm for KING: Do you share
everybody. You may notBilly’s beliefs of life after
agree with me, but to medeath in a sense of going
it's not my job to try to somewhere?

By Dave Hunt _ straighten everybody out. OSTEEN: | do. | do.

Pastor of 30,000 to They showed us love in theTpe Gospel is called theWe probably agree on 99
Larry King Live viewers: home. My parents were thegood news. My message ipercent. | do. | believe
‘I don’t know.” On his live same in the pulpit as they, message of hope, that'shere’s a heaven you know.
television show June 20,were at home. I think that's 544’ [message] for you.Afterwards, there’s you
Larry King introduced Joel where a lot of preacher'sygy can live a good life no know, a place called hell.
Osteen as “evangelism’skids get off base some-matier what's happened toAnd | believe it's when we
hottest rising star, pastor oftimes. Because they don'tyg, And so | don't know. have a relationship with

the biggest congregation insee the same things at botQ 0w there is con- God and his son Jesus and
the United States.” Osteenplaces. But I've always gemnation but | don’t find that's what the Bible

heads up Lakewood Churchbelieved. | saw it through {pat's my place. teaches us. | believe it.
in Houston, Texas, wheremy parents. And | just KING: You've been [TBC: So that's the
he reports attendance ofrew up believing. criticized for that, haven't gospel?]

more than 30,000 per [TBC: Believing what”] you? KING: Is it hard to lead

weekend. Mr. Osteen is  KING: But you're not OSTEEN: | have. | a Christian life?
the author of the numberfire and brimstone, right? have. Because | don’'t OSTEEN: | don't think

one New York Times You're not pound the decksynow. it's that hard. To me it's
bestseller, Your Best Life and hell and damnation? KING: Good news guy, fun. We have joy and
Now: 7 Steps to Living at OSTEEN: No. That's right? happiness. Our family, |

_Your Full Potential, which r!ot me. It's never been me.  OSTEEN. Yeah. But don't feel like that at all.
includes chapters titledl've always been an eN-you know what? It's just in I'm not trying to follow a

“Enlarge Your Vision,” courager at heart. Andpe. set of rules and stuff. I'm
“Develop a Healthy Self- when | took over from my KING: So it's self- just living my life.
Image,” and “Discover the father he came from thefyfiling. Billy Granamwas ~ KING: But you have
Power of Your Thoughts Southern Baptist back-pere |ast Thursday. rules, don’t you?
and Words.” Excerptedground and back 40, 50 QoSTEEN: | saw. OSTEEN: We have

below, a full transcript is years ago there was a lot g |NG: Might have rules. But the main rule to
available at: http//tran-more of that. But, you peen his last interview. Isme is to honor God with
scripts.cnn.com/know, [justldon't believe he 3 hero to the evan-your life. To live a life of
TRANSCRIPTS/050620/ in that. | don't believe — gefists? integrity. Not be selfish.

Ikl.01.html. [Initials TBC maybe it was for a time. OSTEEN: He is a hero You know, help others. But
star:d for “The BereanBut | don’'t have it in my 5 ys all. His life of that's really the essence of
Call” publication.] heart to condemn peoplejniegrity. Somebody thatthe Christian faith.

I'm there to encouragecan stick with it for that  KING: That we live in
KING: Have you al- them. | see myself more a90ng and just stick with his deeds?

ways believed? a coach, as a motivator tOmessage. What | love about OSTEEN: | don’t
OSTEEN: | have al- help them experience thépy Graham is he stayedknow. What do you mean
ways believed. | grew up,life God has for us. on course. He didn’t getby that?

you know, my parents were  KING: But don’t you gjdetracked. That's what
a good Christian people.think if people don’t believe happens to so many people(SeeOSTEEN on page 6)
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OSTEEN . .. don’t know. | know for me, | may know him, and the COLE . ..
(Continued from page 5) and what the Bible teachespower of his resurrection, (Continued from page 4)
I want to have a relation-and the fellowship of his

KING: Because we've ship with Jesus. sufferings ..." (Philippians out devils? and in thy name
had ministers on who said, [TBC: Hindus love 3:10; “Let your speech bedone many wonderful
your record don’t count. Jehovah God (Yahweh),alway with grace, seasonedyorks? And then will |
You either believe in Christand worship Him as with salt, that ye may know profess unto them, | never
or you don't. If you believe Scripture commands? Allhow ye ought to answerknew you: depart from me
in Christ, you are, you aresincere souls go to heaven®very man” (Colossiansye that work iniquity” (Mt.
going to heaven. And if you What about Christ's claim 4:6); John declared, “These7:22-23). The Flagellants
don’'t no matter what that “no man cometh untothings have | written unto were a religious sect of
you've done in your life, the Father, but by me”you ... that ye may know |taly in the 13th Century.
you ain't. (John 14:6?] One thing isthat ye have eternal life,they were active as long as

OSTEEN: Yeah. | clear from Mr. Osteen’s and that ye may believe onthey could parade in the
don’t know. There’s pro- interview. He revealedthe name of the Son ofstreets and publicly scourge
bably a balance between. more about what he doesn’tGod. And we know that we themselves. But when their
believe you have to knowknow than about what heare of God, and the wholepublic processions were
Christ. But | think that if claims to know. Mr. Osteenworld lieth in wickedness. prohibited, the sect died out.
you know Christ, if you're joins a growing company of And we know that the SonThey could not survive in
a believer in God, you're celebrity “evangelicals” of God is come, and hathobscurity. In the time of
going to have some goodwho have appeared ongiven us an understandingChrist there were many
works. | think it's a Larry King Live and have that we may know him thatwho did things to be seen
cop-out to say I'm a failed “to give an answeris true, and we are in himof men for human praise.
Christian but | don’t ever to every man that askeththat is true, even in his Sonand there is reason to

do anything ... you a reason of the hopelesus Christ. This is the truehelieve that the race of
KING: What if you're that is in you...” (1 Peter God, and eternal life” (1 those who love the sound
Jewish or Muslim, you 3:15). As evidenced by thisJohn 5:13, 19-20). of human praise has not

don’t accept Christ at all?transcript, Osteen seems a And of course, the Old perished from the earth. All

OSTEEN: You know, great deal less certain abouTestament also repeatedlysaints should show their
I'm very careful about the Gospel than the fol-states, “that ye mayfajth by their works, but
saying who would andlowing New Testament know....” God certainly has their works should be works

wouldn’t go to heaven. | saints: conveyed the impressionof love to Christ, and not
don’t know. ... Paul declared, “I amthat He wants us to beworks of love for human
KING: If you believe not ashamed: for | knowcertain! — July Berean acclaim. May this truth
you have to believe inwhom I have believed, andCall, copied fromChristian probe the hearts of both
Christ? They're wrong, am persuaded ...” (2NewsJuly 18,20050 0  writer and reader!
aren’t they? Timothy 1:12); he prayed, 3. It is no part of the
OSTEEN: well, | don’t “that ye may know what is ULTRA . .. doctrine that saints may
know if | believe they're the hope of [Christ’s] (Continued frompage 3) ot falll Saints have fallen
wrong. | believe here’s calling, and what the riches and been sorely bruised by

what the Bible teaches andf the glory of his in- preachers in the Southernhe fall. But every fall does
from the Christian faith this heritance in the saints’Baptist Convention, but thisnot mean a broken neck
is what | believe. But | just (Ephesians 1:18); andapplies to anyone who mayeijther physically or spiri-
think that only God will wrote, “Now we know that either have membership intyally. Many have fallen
judge a person’s heart. Iwhat things soever the lawa Southern Baptist Con-jnto sin, and who among us
spent a lot of time in India saith, it saith to them whovention church or who is in dares to deny that he has
with my father. | don’t are under the law: thatattendance of a Southernayer fallen into sin? Where
know all about their religion. every mouth may be Baptist Convention church.is the sinless person? The
But | know they love God. stopped, and all the worldGod’s Word says, “Getsinner was not saved by
And | don’'t know. I've my become guilty beforeout.” “Touch not the

seen their sincerity. So 1God” (Romans 3:19); “that unclean thing.” 0 (SeeCOLE on page 13)
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Book of God. God’s sight (Rom. 3:23;

PreaCh the Word Many passages of theGal. 3:22; Jn. 3:18). In this

Scriptures tell us that thecorrupted, depraved con-

By Claude King, Sr. very words of the Biple dition_n_wan is capat_)Ie of

. ] . were chosen by God Him-committing every sin in the

2 Timothy 3:13 — 4:1-11 self. “For David himself “catalogue of sins.” Man is

said by the Holy Ghost. ...” corrupt on the inside (Mk.

The Holy Spirit led the 4:1-2), and it is the (Mk. 12:36. See also Acts7:15-23). The issues of life

Apostle Paul to write two responsibility of New 1:16; Ex. 4:15; 28; 30:17- come from the heart (Prov.

letters of instructions to Testament churches to sed4; 20:1; 32:16; 2 Sam.4:23). The natural man is

Timothy, his son in the that they are — for they 23:20, and there are manyost or separated from God

ministry, as to how he wasare said to be “the pillar more.) The Word is “living regardless of how good his

to conduct himself in the and ground of the truth” (Land active” and aconduct may be, and he

“house of God” (1 Tim. Tim. 3:15). With these few “discerner of the thoughtswill be eternally separated

3:15). These instructionsthoughts in mind let us thinkand intents of the heart”from Him if he persists in

are found in the epistlestogether of some reasongHeb. 4:12). It is eternalthis state (Ezk. 18:4; Rom.

bearing Timothy’s name. that make it imperative that(lsa. 40:8; 1 Pet. 1:22-25).6:23; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; Rev.
Of course, we realize thesehe Word of God be Itis “profitable for doctrine, 20:11-15).

epistles were written preached. for reproof, for correction,

primarily for the purpose of for instruction in righteous- |||. Because the Word
instructing ministers or |. Because It Is ness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Yes, Of God Tells Us How
pastors of New Testament Inspired. the Bible is indeed, the most To Be Saved.
churches. However, we important book that will

must never diminish the  «aj scripture is given €ver come into our lives.  The Bible is the only

value of their message tOpy inspiration of God” (2 We can never over-ggyrce of information that

all Christians. But, pastors,Tim_ 3:16a). The meaningémphasize the momen+he sinner can rely upon to
as teachers of the Wordgt the phrase “given by tousness of God's inspiredie|| him how to be saved

must be well-grounded initinspiration” is “God- Word. (2 Tim. 3:15; Jn. 20:30-31).
that they in turn may bepreathed.” The thought is From this source we learn
able to rightly instruct those the same as we find in Il. Because From the of God’'s mercy, love, and

whom the Holy Spirit has Genesis 2:7: “The Lord Word of God We Learn  grace in providing His Son
placed them over as underformed man of the dust of the True Condition of  to die the death that we as
shepherds or “overseers’the ground, and breathed Man. sinners deserved to die (Jn.
(Acts 20:28). into his nostrils the breath 3:16; Rom. 5:8-11; Tit. 3:4-
Timothy was instructed of |ife; and man became a  The Bible is the only 6). Christ became all that
to “Study to show thyself |iying soul.” God breathed source of information thatlost, deluded, doomed,
approved unto God, ajyto Adam’s nostrils and heman can rely upon todepraved sinners are, that
workman that needeth notyecame a living soul. Thereveal to him his true those who trust Him as
to be ashamed, rightlypipje is “God-breathed.” It condition and standingtheir personal Savior might
dividing the word of truth” s peijther the thoughts ofbefore a Just and Holybe “made the righteousness
(2 Tim. 2:15). Surely the mere men, nor words ofGod. It is from God’s Word of God in him” (2 Cor.
preacher of today cannothejr choosing. God, inthat we learn the depraveds:21).
hope to be less studious inpfinite wisdom and grace, condition of the natural man ~ The Word is the sword
the Word of God than chose a number of dif-— he is spiritually dead of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). He
Timothy was admonishedferent men to write His (Eph. 2:1-3; Rom. 3:19-23: uses the Word, in the hands
to be, and at the same timgyord, and they wrote aslsa. 53:6). The horrible of a witness, to convict the
hope to have the Lord’sthey were moved anddisease of sin has corrupteginner and reveal Christ
approval of his ministry! jnflyenced by the Holy the whole human race —unto him. God chose this
God-called ministers are togpjrit (2 Peter 1:20-21). without exception every means of saving lost sinners
be faithful stewards of the Therefore the Bible is notnatural man is concluded to
mysteries of God (1 Cor.the pook of men, but thebe a condemned sinner in (SeeKING on page 14)
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YWorld Petws Roundup

American to be chosen fora.m. last Sunday, he could \_r
the position. — AP be found wearing a -
Hawaiian shirt, playing bass *k €&
* ok % guitar and leading his rock

band of fellow Arkansans,
Controversial Lin- called Capitol Offense, at
coln Memorial Video Still the NGA staff party in
Cooperative Baptist in Limbo -- After two and Raccoon River Brewing anyone under 14 who is

FEHOWShip Deletes a half years of discussionCO_, a downtown beersexua”y active is considered
“Jesus Christ” from Its  and almost $20,000 devotechall.” a victim of sexual abuse,
Constitution. — The o revising a video shown and health providers are
Cooperative Baptist Fel-tg tourists at the Lincoln * % * required to report such
lowship (CBF), an alliance memorial, the National cases to the state
of 1,800 congregations thatpark Service has yet to EDA Issues Health authorities.” — CT
oppose conservative leadersatisfy either conservativewarning After Reports

ship of the Southern Baptistor liberal critics. The eight- of Aportion Pill Deaths. * %k

Convention, removed men-minute video currently __ The maker of an abor-

tion of Jesus Christ from heing shown to tourists in ation pill has reported the Education Via Sin
its constitution at an annualcontinuous |oop |mp||es thatdeaths of five American Tax? — Nea”y 80% of
meeting, Bapt_iSt mediapresident Abraham Lincolnyomen after taking the Pennsylvania school dis-
reported. Previously, thewould have supportedqr,g. This is the same pilltricts have rejected a plan
fellowship’s _Stated prPOSGmodern-day, leftist political that the U.N.’s key healthto use gambling revenues
was to bring Baptists causes such as homosexualgency recently added to itg0 fund education. — BP

together "in order that the and abortion rights, as welljist of “essential medi-
Gospel of Jesus Christ willags  the Equal

be spread throughout theamendment.
world in glad obedience to

the Great Commission.” . x
The new language says the

Rights cines.” The news prompted kK

the Food and Drug

Administration to issue a Prisoner of Cons-

public health advisory andcience — Bad news.
purpose is “to serve pro-lifers to fenew their Niel_s—Aa_ge I_3jerre, _the
Christians and churches as Arkansas “Christia_n" calls for_authorltles to Danls_h pizzeria proprietor
they discover and fulfill Governor. — An article outlaw m|fepr|§tone, t_he who fl_rst d_rewmternatlonal
their God-given mission.” by David Broder appearingdrug marketed n Amerlcaattent_lon in February 2003
The 2,300 voters defeatedWionday, July 25, 2005 inas Mifeprex, and alsofor his refusal to serve

two bids from the floor to th:e At\trkansasthD(:rrrlocr_at/known as RU-486. Eer;c: ZnCdCSELTagfm#SSJS
refer the change to a azetie says the foflowing * % % ; 1 .
committee. The fellowship concerning Gov. Mike they’re all “disloyal” and

' Huckabee. “Now 49, he is “anti-American” — is

?2?0\/;25:2? Efv'Nisvypart of a bewildering Planned Parent- headed for the slammer.
’ variety of networks. A hood’s Records On Again. Bjerre’s initial “no

Covenant Baptist Church in .

San Francisc?) Calif.. as itgPreacher for 12 years, helrial. — Judge Kennethdogs, no French, no
new moderator. She is theeaded the ArkansasJohnson ruled yesterdayGermans” policy earned
first female senior pastor oBaptist State Conventionthat Planned Parenthood ohim a heap of trouble: His

serve in that post. Retiredt.)e]core being electedIndiana rpust comply with shop was vandalized; lost
Atlanta-area pastor Em.lieutenant governor andthe state’s request for thepysiness cost him thou-
manuel McCall was Succeeding the scandalmedical records of 84gands; and he was pro-
tainted Jim Guy Tucker aspatients under the age of

approved as moderator- . « :
elect, the first African. 9overnor in 1996. But at 114. “Under Indiana law, (SeeWNR on page 11)
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#a Pos Del Desierto

Los Grados de Castigo en el
Infierno

Por M. A. Curet

Hay sectas religiosasburlado (Galatas 6:7;hicieron mientras estuvieronel tiempo de duracion del
que no creen en el castigddebreos 10:26-31; 12:29). aqui en la tierra, segun sugastigo, porque sera eterno.
eterno, ni creen que exista Pese a todos lospecados; habrd distintosDe alli no hay quien salga
un infierno ardiente para losargumentos que lasgrados de tormento (Mateodice nuestro Sefior (Mateo
perdidos. Pero la Santapersonas utilicen paral0:11-15). Como un ejemplo25:44-46; Apocalipsis 20:7-
Palabra habla bien claro akvadir el infierno ardiente de los grados de castigo, el0). El castigo sera eterno
respecto (Mateo 25:46;y el castigo eterno, la BibliaSefior dice que serd magy no podra salir de alli, pero
Lucas 12:4-5). Algunos demuestra todo lo contrariotolerable el castigo parasi habrad diferencias
dicen que cuando unaque existe un infiernoTiro y Sidon que paranotables en el castigo entre
persona muere el alma dejardiente, y que habraCorazin y Betsaida (Mateolas personas que cono-
de existir y la memoria grados de castigo para lod1:20-24). Capernaum ser&ieron de las cosas del
queda en el olvido, y queperdidos. Si la personacastigada grandementeSefior, y las que no cono-
por lo tanto el alma no vaantes de morir, aceptd aporque recibié mucho, allicieron. Aquél a quien se le
a ningun sitio. Otros dicenJesucristo como unicovivio el Sefior durante tododio mucho, mucho se le
que el infierno no existe, Salvador personal, va alel tiempo de su ministeriodemandard; y al que mucho
otros que el infierno es aquicielo; pero si muere en sugublico en Galilea. El quese le confié, més se le
en la tierra, refiriéndose apecados, sin haberseconoce mucho y no cumplepedird (Lucas 12:47-48).
la vida que estamos vi-reconciliado con Dios, sesera castigado mas; porque Esta es la triste
viendo. Otros dicen quecondena y va al infierno. el que se le ha dado muchorealidad de aquellos que
Dios no va a castigar aEn ambos casos, la personae le exigird mucho. rechazan la gracia de Dios,
nadie, porque Dios es unva al cielo o al infierno con En la Biblia se habla que ha sido manifestada por
Dios de amor y miseri- su memoria clara, recor-mucho de los escribas y denedio de Jesucristo. El que
cordia, y que en el dia deldando todas las cosados fariseos, ellos conociarrechaza la oportunidad de
juicio cuando ellos lleguen (Lucas 16:22-31; Apoca-mucho de la Palabra desalvacion, dada por Dios a
delante de El, les tendrélipsis 6:9-11). Dios, pero actuaban con-ravés de Jesucristo, se
pena y no los castigard. Debemos saber que ndrario a ella. Se dice decondena eternamente (Juan
Estamos consciente de quéodos los que murieron enellos que recibirdn mayor3:17-19). Pero es impor-
Dios es un Dios de infinito sus pecados y se cone<astigo (Mateo 23:13-15,tante que sepamos que
amor, lo cual demostrédenaron, recibirdn el mismo28, 33). Por todos estosDios no quiere la muerte
sacrificando a su Unico Hijogrado de castigo. jHasta erpasajes que hemos visto edel impio, sino que se
Jesucristo para que nosoesto se manifiesta la justiciaa Biblia, podemos concluir, vuelva de su camino, y
tros pudiéramos obtener lade Dios! La Biblia dice que que hay grados de tormentwiva. El deseo de Dioso
vida eterna (Juan 3:16;cada uno recibird el castigoen el infierno, y que loses que los hombres se
Romanos 5:8). Pero tam-segdn sus obras (Apocagrados de castigo serarcondenen, sino que sean
bién es importante sabeldipsis 20:11-13). Como distintos de una personasalvos y vengan al cono-
que Dios es fuego con-vimos, los perdidos seradcondenada a otra. En lo que
sumidor y que no puede sejuzgados segun lo queno habré diferencia sera en (VeaCURET enlapég. 10)
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[ﬁntia’as Alrededor Bel Mundo

Legislador Confuso contesto, “OK, pero lo quehace solamente unos 25Mermanas,” y de “padre” a
Ofrece $5,000 Por esto dice es que ... si dosfios. Otro esqueleto, quépadres™ etc. Este puede
Prueba Biblica Que el personas consiguen casarseerotsch habia fechado eser el lenguaje de hoy en
Matrimonio Deba Ser y son del mismo sexo0,21,300 afos, tiene unodia, pero no es la verdad y
Solamente Entre Un entonces una se conviert8,300 afios “Antrop6logono es una traduccién
Hombre Y Una Mujer. en esposay la otra person®enuncia Ante Desastre deexacta. Ningun hombre
— EI Representante delen marido.” jEl método de Fechas.” Chris Tringer deltiene la autoridad para
Estado de Alabama, Alvininterpretacion biblica de Museo de Historia Naturalcambiar las palabras de las
Holmes, un Demécrata,Alvin Holmes, hones- de Londres dijo: “Lo que Escrituras, porque Dios ha

ofreci6 otorgar un premiotamente pone a cualquierse consideraba como unaxpresado sus
de $5,000 a cualquierde cabeza! pieza clave de evidenciapensamientos en palabras
persona que pudiera demostrando que elespecificas y el cambiar las
comprobar, usando la * ok k Neanderthal vivié una vezpalabras es cambiar el
Biblia, que el matrimonio en el Norte de Europa, sesignificado. Por ejemplo, en
debe ser entre un hombre Otra Broma Sobre La ha ido por el borde. HemosApocalipsis 3:20 el Sefior
y una mujer. Pero cuandoTeoria de La Evolucién tenido que reescribir laJesus dice, “... Yo estoy a
las llamadas inundaron alDestapada. — Reiner prehistoria.” Rudolf Stein- la puerta y llamo; si alguno

cuadro telefénico de laProtsch, un cientificoberg, presidente de laoye mivozy abre la puerta,
Camara de Representantesleman influyente, supuestdJniversidad de Frankfort seentraré a €l, y cenaré con
dando tal prueba (queexperto en el Carbono-14disculp6 por la falla de él, y él conmigo.” Es una
comienza en el segundqCarbo6n radiactivo paraparte de la universidad eninvitacian encantadora a los
capitulo de la Biblia), el fechar objectos), ha sidodeterner la interpretacionindividuos. Pero el TNIV

representante reclamé quexpuesto como falsificadorerronea de Protesch porcambia esto a, “Aqui estoy,
las pruebas expuestas erap plagiador en fechar “el décadas, admitiendo,me paro a la puerta y
simplemente un asunto denhombre Neanderthals del‘mucha gente mir6é hacia eltocaré, Si cualquiera oye mi
interpretacion y rechazonorte de Europa. Duranteotro lado en este asunto.'vozy abre la puerta, entraré
recibir la evidencia. Porun cotejo rutinario de losLa “ciencia no engafia aiy comeré con ellos y ellos
ejemplo, con relacion atrabajos de Protsch el aficreyente de la Biblia enconmigo.” ¢Quién dio a
Primera de Corintios pasado, se encontré que usupuestos datos cientificodraductores de TNIV el

capitulo 7 versiculo 2, dice:esqueleto que habiafalsos (1ra Timoteo 6:20). derecho a cambiar los

“cada uno tenga su propisfechado en tener unos pronombres? jQué audacia!
mujer, y cada una tenga s\27,400 afios era realmente * %k ¢Nunca han leido Apo-
propie marido.” Holmes el de un hombre que murio calipsis 22:18-19? 0
f \ Biblia Engafosa Pro- cyrgTt . ..
mocionada. — Zondervan (vino de la pag. 9)
Iglesia Bautista EI Redentor esta anunciando la Nueva
Carretera 755, Km. 0.1, Barrio Pitahaya version Inter-nacional HOY ¢imijento de la verdad
H C-1 Box 3418 en Dia (TNIV) €OmMO (g equjel 33:11; 1ra
Arroyo, Puerto Rico 00714 “Verdad sin  tiempo; tingteq 2:3-6).
(787) 839-3669 y (787) 839-5792 Lenguaje de hoy.” En  po yanig: “si oyereis
Marcos A. Curet, Pastor incontables lugars la TNIV hoy su voz, no endurezcais
cambia de “él” a “ellos”

Y vuestros corazones” (He-
K J “hermanos” a “hermanos Ybreos 4:7). 0
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WNR . .. underlie the tax-exemptAdventists have elected a City Harasses
(Continued from page 8)  status of Hinn’s organiza-woman as one of the topChurch. — The city of
tion as a church. ThelO leaders of their world- Sacramento has decreed
secuted and jailed forDallas Morning News wide church. Ella Simmons,that no more than 120
violating Denmark’s anti- reported Wednesday (Julya well-known educator members will be allowed to
discrimination laws. But he 6). The IRS declined toamong Seventh-day Adven-attend Sunday services at
remains proud — and un-discuss the case, and théists, was elected Sundayhe independent Baptist
deterred. Last July, havinghewspaper report said it's(July 3) as one of the nineChurch. This decision
hired on as a counter marinclear whether thevice presidents who will comes despite the fact that
at the Napoli Pizzeria inagency’'s concerns aboutwork with re-elected Pre-the fire department has set
Klaksvik, Denmark, Bjerre the ministry, which is sident Jan Paulsen to leadhe church’s maximum
was fired for waving off a estimated to raisemore the international church,occupancy at over 500
group of German tourists.than $100 million an- whose headquarters are ipersons. The city’s decision
And that same incident washually, are close to beingSilver Spring, Md. ... Sim- was apparently based upon
apparently at issue lastresolved or will open anmons, who is African- the size of the church’s

Tuesday when yet anothe@udit. —RNS American, most recently parking lot, even though the
Danish court sentenced served as provost and vicehurch sought and was
Bjerre to yet another eight- * kK president for academicdenied permission to build
day term in the lock-up. He administration at La Sierraa larger lot on its property.

might have paid a $900 fine  Billy Graham’s ElI- University in Riverside, The church then offered to
instead. But he refused --dest Daughter Charged Calif., and previously asuse a shuttle system and
on principle. “I'm doing it |n Alleged Domestic vice president for academicshuttle people in, but the
to show my sympathy with Violence. — The oldest affairs at Oakwood Collegecity once again said no. The
the United States,” he tolddaughter of Billy Graham in Huntsville, Ala. Both church, which is made up
the Associated Presshas been charged withinstitutions are affiliated of Russian immigrants who
“Eight days is a small price pattery after an alleged Ju|ywith t.he Seventh-day fled Communist Russia
to pay when American1 incident of domestic Adventist Church. — RNS years ago, sought legal

soldiers go to Iraq and riskviolence in Florida. Virginia assistance from the Pacific
their limbs and lives.” “Gigi” Graham Foreman, *k ok Justice Institute, which filed
Bjerre plans to hang ans9, was charged after a a fe_deral Iayvsuit chal-
American flag and adispute with her husband List of Persecutors. €nging the city of Sacra-
photograph of Presidenton a New Smyrna Beach— Open Doors USA Mento’s decision. In an

and Mrs. Bush in his cell. Fla., roadway, according toreleased its annual list ofatempt to meet the city's
“I think that will brighten a report published on thethe top 50 countries where€quirements, the church

up the room.” Web site of “The Smoking Christians are mosthas been forced to split the
Gun,” which finds and persecuted. The communisfOngregation into separate
ok posts public documentsnation of North Korea 9roups which meet in two

about celebrities. In theremained at the top oflocations with different

IRS Investigating affidavit provided by the the “World Watch List.” Pastors. “Is America no
Organization of Faith site, the arresting officer The list ranks countries!Onger the land of religious
Healer Benny Hinn. — said Foreman “intentionally according to the intensity reedom these immigrants
A yearlong inquiry by the struck” Chad Foreman.of persecution Christiansthought they were coming
Internal Revenue ServiceThe battery charge is aface for actively pur- to?” said Brad Dacus, PJI

has focused on the ministrymisdemeanor. — RNS  suing their faith. Saudipresident. — Pastor’s
of flamboyant faith healer Arabia retained the secondWeekly Briefing.

Benny Hinn and questions * % spot on the list, followed

about his organization’s by Laos, the Central o

operations and finances, Seventh-day Adven- Highlands of Vietnam and

according to a newspapettists Elect First Woman Iran. Teacher Sues School
report. The issues at_thé\/ice_ Pre_sident. — For o (SeeWNR on page 12)
center of the IRS reviewthe first time, Seventh-day
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WNR . .. Abortion Used as given to married ones — aof the world and the origin
(Continued from page 11) Birth Control. — Teen- decision that could apply toof sin before they under-
age abortions are now les®ther businesses such astood the gospel. As a
District. — A fifth-grade than one-fifth (19%) of the insurance companies andesult of Paul explaining the
Cupertino, Calif. public total number, according tomortgage lenders. gospel from the beginning,
school teacher, Stepher® recent study of the some Greekswvere even-
Williams, is suing his Beverly LaHaye Institute. * k% tually converted. Because
principal and school dis-Women over age 20 get only a few of them trusted
trict because they banned0% of all abortions, with Law Requiring Re- the Lord, some people think
him from using handoutsnearly half (48%) by cited Pledge Stands.— that Paul was not very

containing excerpts fromwomen age 25 and older,an appeals court on successful. After all, in
historical documents (suchincreasingly as a method of\wednesday upheld aActs 2, Peter sawhou-

as the Declaration ofbirth control. Repeat virginia law that requires sandscome to the Lord
Independence and Georg@bortions have also in-public schools to lead aafter he preached. But Paul
Washington’s Prayer creased steadily over thejaily recitation of the was very successful. He
Journal, as well as writingsyears, now representingpledge of Allegiance. Thewas dealing with a totally
by John Adams, William more than 45% of thosecourt rejected a claim thatdifferent culture — one that

Penn, and others) becausgerformed. —FOF the pledge’s reference tohad absolutely no founda-
of their references to God God was an unconstitutionaltion for the Christian

and Christianity. Williams * %% promotion of religion. A message. He was teaching
explained that the con- suit filed by Edward Myers outright pagans. Peter, on
troversy began in the  vVictory For Porno- of Sterling, Va, a father ofthe other hand, was
classroom when hegraphy. — The porn three, objected to theteaching people who

responded to a questionindustry won a major phrase “one nation underalready believedin the
from a student as to whyvictory in a federal court in God.” A three-judge paneltrue God. This should be a
the words “under God” Pittsburgh when a judgeof the 4th U.S. Circuit lesson for us. Because our
were included in the Pledgeruled that no restrictions Court of Appeals unani- OWn society today is more
of Allegiance. According to should be placed on themously ruled that thelike the Greeks, don't
Williams, the topic was only distribution of pornography. pledge is a patriotic exp_ECt massive conversions
discussed for three or fourSince it is legal to posses$Xxercise, not an affirmationas In generations past.
minutes, but later in the day,the porn, its distribution of religion like a prayer.

the school received achannels are also beyond e
complaint from a parent.the government’s reach, * % %
As a result, the principalruled the judge. The Workers Murdered.

started requesting hispornography in question Q: Why do some WO menemployed with
lesson plans and handwas the worst of the worstpeople think the Apostle Christian Life Bangladesh,
outs in advance. “It's like — depicting rape and Paul, who is considered & partner agency pf
being asked to teachextremely sexual violence.the greatest missionary C@mPus Crusade for Christ,
architecture without being Pro-family groups are of all time, was unsuc- WEre killed July 29 in
allowed to talk aboutcalling the decision cessful at evangelism? Faridpur, Bangladesh. Lipial

cathedrals,” said Williams’ “stunning.” — FOF A: In Acts 17, Paul Marandi, 21, and Tapan
attorney Terry Thompson of preached the message ofumar Roy, '27, had spent
the Alliance Defense Fund. * % % the Cross to the Greeks inthe _Ic_':lst eight months
“It's hard to teach Athens. At first, they all providing health awareness
American history when you -4 jitornia Still For mocked him. They had noP'o9rams toﬂ Iocalf, and
expunge Christianity. After oo " California’s understanding in their STOWINg the *Jesus film.

dThe men had received
threats that they would be
killed if they continued their

all, this country was not highest court ruled MondayCU|tUI'e of the Creator Go
founded by the Boston o coyntry clubs must... or of sin. They also
Agnostics Club,” he said. y¢ter g5y members whobelieved in evolutionary
— Pastor's  Weekly oqister as domestic partideas. Paul had to teach

Briefing. ners the same discountdhem about the true history (SE&WNR on page 13)
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WNR . .. that evolution occurred Though he fall, he shall notmercy will not destroy that
(Continued from page 12) through natural selection. Inbe utterly cast down: forwhich she saves. The

all, 64 percent said theythe Lord upholdeth him with holiness of God is for the
work. Local police say the were open to the idea ofhis hand” (Psa. 37:23-24). saint: “Once have | sworn

men were sleeping whenteaching creationism in by my holiness that | will

intruders entered theiraddition to evolution, while Proof That The Doctrine not lie unto David. His seed
rented house at 2 a.m. and8 percent favored re- Is True shall endure forever, and
stabbed them to deathplacing evolution with his throne as the sun before

according to a report from creationism. The poll was Arguments from Scrip- me” (Psa. 89:35-36). God'’s
Campus Crusade. Policeconducted July 7 to 17 byture are so abundant thaword and His oath are
have arrested two men inthe Pew Forum on Religionone hardly knows wheregiven to one who has fled
connection with the killings. and Public Life and theand how to begin into Christ for refuge that he
This is the second murderPew Research Center foarranging them. A saint ismay have strong conso-
of Christian Life Bang- the People and the Presspne who has been electedation.

ladesh workers. In April The questions abouthby God the Father, re- God'sjusticeis for the
2003, Heidoy Roy was evolution were asked ofdeemed by God the Songaint. Justice put Christ to
killed in a similar incident. 2,000 people, and theand regenerated by God théleath for the believer's sins,

The perpetrators of Hri-margin of error is 2.5 Holy Spirit. and justice will not punish
doy’s murder were neverpercentage points. 1. The saint is se- two persons for the same
convicted. cure because all the offense. If one died as a
COLE . .. attributes of God are for substitute for all, then it

* % (Continued from page 6)  him. Thewill of God is for follows all died. The sin

him. “And this is the Christ died to was our sin

64% Favor Teaching becoming sinless, and he i€ather’s will which hath imputed to Him, therefore,
Both Creationism, Evo- not kept saved by living asent me, that of all which His death to sin was our
lution. — The idea is liked sinless life. The sinner washe hath given me | shoulddeath to sin, and this led
not only by conservatives,saved by trusting Christ aslose nothing, but shouldPaul to say: “Likewise
but also by liberals, secularSavior, and he is keptraise it up again at the lasteckon ye also yourselves
Americans. In a finding that saved by the same powegay” (Jn. 6:39). Thgower to be dead indeed unto sin,
is likely to intensify the of God through faith. He of God is for him: Christ but alive unto God through
debate over what to teachcontinues as he began; &aid, “My Father is greaterJesus Christ our Lord”
students about the originspoor, helpless sinnerthan all and no man is able(Rom. 6:11). _ _
of life, a poll released trusting a mighty Savior.to pluck them out of my 2. The saint s
Tuesday found that nearlyThe born-again person carfFather’s hand” (Jn. 10:29).secure because he is not
two-thirds of Americans never be lost, because héWho are kept by the under the moral law as
say that creationism shouldwill never renounce his faith power of God through faith the way of life. One under
be taught alongside evo-in Christ and go aboutunto salvation ready to belaw would have to keep the
lution in public schools. The looking for another Savior revealed in the last time”law perfectly or be con-
poll found that 42 percentor give up in despair. (1 Pet. 1:5). Theove of demned. If he only broke
of respondents hold strictHearken to the Scriptures:God is for the saint. Therethe law one time in one
creationist views, agreeing“Rejoice not against me, Ois nothing able to separatepoint, he would be a law-
that “living things have my enemy; when | fall, | us from the love of God breaker, and condemned.

existed in their presentshall arise; when | sit inwhich is in Christ JesusThe only possible way of
form since the beginning ofdarkness, the Lord shall be(Rom. 8:38-39). God's escaping condemnation and
time.” In contrast, 48 alight unto me” (Mic. 7:8). mercyis for the saint. God judgment is to get out from
percent said they believed'A just man falleth seven is rich in mercy: “But God under the law. And the only
that humans had evolvedtimes and riseth up again"who is rich in mercy, for way to get out from under
over time; but of those, 18(Prov. 24:16). “The stepshis great love wherewith hethe law is to trust Christ,
percent said that evolutionof a good man are orderedoved us” (Eph. 2:4). It was who is the end of the law

was “guided by a supremeby the Lord: and he mercy that made us alive
being,” and 26 percent saiddelighteth in his way. when we were dead, and (SeeCOLE on page 14)
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KING . .. minister. infallible Book and can never perish, neither shall
(Continued from page 7) therefore be safely used byany man pluck them out of

V. Because We Are To every child of God as hismy hand.” We trust that
and | have no right to ques- Be Sanctified by the guide of faith and practice.God will use these few

tion or alter it; therefore | Word. No creed or confession ofwords to lead you to
am honor bound to preach faith should be followed repentance toward Him,
the Word! The Lord Jesus Christ,that conflicts in any way and faith in Jesus Christ as
our Redeemer, prayed forwith the divine Word. The your own personal Savior
IV. Because the our sanctification through Mere traditions of menif He hasn’'t already done
Spiritual Growth of the ~ the Word (Jn. 17:17-20).Should not be tolerated inso. a
Redeemed Comes From The primary meaning of theOUr lives — we should be
the Word. word “sanctify” is “set sanctified by the word of COLE . ..

apart for a holy purpose.”truth.” The caral thoughts, (Continued from page 13)

inspired Word, admonishedblood of Christ, and by theMen will pass away as thefor every believer (Rom.
those to whom he wrote,Spirit as an eternal act ofdrass, “but the word of the10:4). One cannot get out
“As new born babes desireGod; this is never done but-0rd endureth for ever” (1 from under the law by

the sincere milk of the once! But sanctification of Pet. 1:25). obeying it. Obedience, if
word, that ye may grow the Word is progressive and possible, would prevent
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). Ourcomes as we study the ’Vl- Because of  condemnation, but it would
physical growth and Word and the Holy Spirit God’s Solemn Warning not remove from under the
strength comes from theapplies it to our hearts, and To the Lost. law. And, of course, one
food we eat — God de-enables us to live it out cannot get out from under

signed it that way. In like through out characters. The Because of certainthe law by breaking it; he
manner, He designed ouMWord tells us what God Jjudgment; God“has warnedonly gets in the toils of it
spiritual growth by His wants us to do, and howy€a He has “commandedand is punished by it. Nor
Word. Our eternal life is He wants us to act — that@ll men everywhere tocan one get out from under
dependent on Christ, ofwe may be in accord with'éPent” (Acts 17:30-31), the law by mourning.
course, but God designedHis will — and that by so and assured them that theylourning does not satisfy
that we, as His children,doing and acting we mayWill perish if they fail to do law. Neither can the law
have a God-like character.reveal to the world, and alsoS© (Lk. 13:1-5). This is abe set aside; it must be
We, who are saved, areto other Christians that weS0lémn warning! Dear satisfied. The only way to
new creatures in Christ —are His (1 Cor. 6:19_20)_reader,'have you repentedjet out from under the
we are a new creation (2Sanctification of the be-as a sinner before Godmoral law of God is through
Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10). Godliever by the Word is placed yourself at His faith in Christ, whp met its
never intended that wemanifest in Christ-like mercy and grace, andpenalty and satisfied its
should remain spiritual conduct in his every daytrusted Jesus Christ His Sorelaims against the sinner by
babes (Heb. 5:11-14). Helife. as your Savior? If you haveHis death on the cross.

gave the gift of preaching  Our obedience to thenotyou are lost atthisvery 3. The saint is
and teaching to differentWord of God should be Moment (Jn. 3:18, 36), andeternally safe from the
individuals that His children done from the standpoint ofyou Will be eternally lost if danger of Hell because
might grow in grace andlove — we should be YOU persist in this condition. he is dead to sin.This is
spiritual understanding, andobedient because we want But if you will repent death in the judicial sense
not be “tossed to and fro,to be in His will. This is &nd believe the gospel (land is on the ground of the
and carried about withnot in order to keep usCor. 15:1-4) you will be substitutionary death of
every wind of doctrine” saved — our salvation iseéternally saved the momentChrist. The believer i; not
(Eph. 4:11-16). Thereforean eternal act of GodYOU do S0 (Acts 20:20-21 yet dead to sin subjectively,
realizing this great andwholly dependent on the 16:30-31; Jn. 5:24; 10:27-but only objectively. He is
important truth | am finished work of Christ — 29)- Wonderful promises ofnot yet dead to sin as an
compelled to preach thebut itis in order to keep usG0d, "l give unto them

Word as a God-calledgodly! The Bible is an eternal life; and they shall (SeeCOLE on page 24)
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Eight Kinds of Baptists

I. Bat Baptists. The the church-going crowd
bat draws in his wings andwith equal ease — which-

becomes an animal wherever crowd they happen to

with animals, then when it be with. God said, “Beware
is with birds or other batsof a man when all men
it spreads its wings andspeak well of him.”

flies and is a bird. We have |l. Buzzard Baptists.
Baptists that can associat&he buzzard nevecomes
with the worldly crowd or down, only when there is a

fl_ight Shining Out of Darkness\

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm;

Deep in unfathomable mines

Of never-rafting skill,

He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sov’reign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev'ry hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow'r.

Blind unbelief is sure to errJoh_13:¥
And scan his work in vain;

God is his own interpreter,

And he will make it plain.

death of some animal.Easter.

There are Baptists who V. Skunk Baptists.
never go to church exceptThe skunk only stirs up a
for funerals. stink. Enough said!

I1l. Crayfish Baptists. VI. Frog Baptists. A
When you touch a crayfishfrog spends his time
he starts going backward.croaking. There are Bap-
There’'s a lot of Baptists tists that could be a blessing
that will go to church asto others — could win
long as they can just sit andsouls — but all they ever
“take” or absorb all the do is croak.
good things, but when it VII. Peckerwood
comes time to work or Baptists. Always knock-
when trouble comes, thening someone or something.
they start backing up or  VIIl. Donkey Bap-
cray-fishing. tists. A donkey does a lot

IV. Bear Baptists. All  of braying, but is allergic to
summer all Mr. bear doeswork. About the time you
is eat. He stuffs himselfthink you have him going
until he is slick and fat andgood he balks and no
then at the first sign of amount of coaxing or
winter he dens up some-+alking will get him to
where and is not seen untilmove. Some Baptists make
spring. Some Baptists, aftera lot of noise, but when
enjoying all the good asked to do something they
summer revivals, den up atbalk and you could set the
the first sign of frost and bench afire and they would
are not seen again untilonly move out of reach of
spring. Or maybe they dothe fire and let the bench
come out for Christmas andburn down. 0

¢ ThisisMy Church )

It is composed of people like me. We make it wh
itis.

| want it to be a church that is a lamp to the path pf
pilgrims, leading them of Goodness, Truth and Beaujy.
It will be, if | am.

It will be friendly, if | am.

Its pews will be filledjf I help to fill them.

It will do great work;if | work .

It will make generous gifts to many causésam
a generous giver

It will bring other people into its worship an
fellowship, if | bring them.

Itwill be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessnes
and faith, and a church with a noble spirititH; who
make it what it is, am filled with these

Therefore, with the help of God, | shall dedic
myself to the task of being all of the things that Iﬁj

@y church to be.

3\

)
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( \ “I've talked to him three five years in prison after
. . separate times. | just loveteaching a kids Sunday

Fundamental Baptlstlnformatlon him. And | followed his School class, a human-
Service suffering and his death. Herights group reports.

; taught us how to suffer. HeAccording to International

PO BoxBGylcl)DB%\gdll/(\)/r.t?—:(::Joi M| 48106 taught us how to die. HeChristian Concern, which
T ’ ' taught us about Christianhelps persecuted believers

K EISE@EYETIEO J living. | never knew a more worldwide, the criminal
wonderful man than Popecharges stem from three
Harry Potter Foolish- Or a charmer, or a con-Paul Il.” No man has doneSunday School lessons the
ness.— The world has sulter with familiar spirits, more to further the un-women — Rebecca

gone crazy over the Harryor a wizard, or a necro-scriptural ecumenical move-Laonita Z, Rama Mala
Potter novels. The Bangkokmancer. For all that doment than Billy Graham. He Bangun and Etty Pangesti
Post for July 17 featuredthese things are anhas wrought untold con-— taught in 2003 and
two separate stories ac-abomination unto the fusion and is rightly called 2005. The activities the
companied by two largeLORD: and because ofMr. Facing Both Ways. On women led included: telling
color photos on the releasehese abominations thethe one hand he claims tostories and teaching from
of the newest book in theLORD thy God doth drive believe the New Testamentthe Bible, teaching Chris-
Potter series. Fans werghem out from before thee”Gospel that salvation is bytian prayers, providing
expected to purchase 1(QDeut. 18:9-12). God warnsgrace alone through personaprizes like pencils for
million copies in the first 24 His people in the clearestfaith in Jesus Christ alone,memorizing Bible verses,
hours. The photos showederms, “have no fellowship but on the other hand hegiving children towels with
smiling customers in Lon- with the unfruitful works of exalts a man who literally a picture of Jesus, and
don and Bangkok who lineddarkness, but rather reprovavorshipped Mary, who giving kids blue sport shirts
up in the wee hours of thethem” (Eph. 5:11), and, “Ye dedicated himself wholly to that bore a cross and the
morning to purchase copiescannot drink the cup of theher, who died with her namelogo of their church.
of the book. It is all de- Lord, and the cup of devils” on his lips, and who taught“While most of the children
picted as mere innocent fun(1 Cor. 10:21). That thethat salvation is by graceinvolved went to the
The first five books have Potter books have beerplus works and sacramentswomen’s church, the kids
sold 270 million copies andpraised by the New The fact that the Southernhad invited some of their
the three Potter moviesEvangelical crowd (e.g.,Baptist Convention givesMuslim friends to the
have grossed more tharChristianity Today, Chuck unqualified support to Billy classes — and that’s when
$2.5 billion. The hero of the Colson, to name a few) isGraham and his ecumenicalthe trouble began. Indo-
story is a young wizard further evidence of their evangelism is proof positive nesia has a child-protection

named Harry Potter, whospiritual blindness. that it is not a Scriptural criminal statute that states:
uses alleged good magic to organization and that it is‘Any person who purpose-
make his way in the world * ok ok rather on the side of endly uses deception, lies or
and to overcome his time ecumenical apostasygnticement to make a child
enemies. Biblically speak-  gjjly Graham Says for “Can two walk together, choose another religion not
ing, there is no such thingpope John Paul 11 Is except they be agreed?'of his own free will ... will

as good magic or a goodpefinitely In Heaven. — (Amos 3:3). be prosecuted by impri-
wizard, witch, or sorcerer. | an interview on June 27 sonment for five years
All of these are condemnedyith Chris Matthews on * ok % and/or a fine of

in the strongest terms.yardpall, Billy Graham said Rp.100,000,000 [US

“There shall not be found that the late Pope John Paul Possible Jail For $10,200].”

among you any one th_at” is definitely in heaven. Sunday School Teachers

maketh his son or hisyya, asked, “Do you think In Indoneisa. — “Three *
d_aughter to pass thrpugh th?/ou’ll meet him in heaven,” Christian housewives in

fire, or that useth divination, 5 .aham  replied, “Oh, Indonesia have been United Bible Socie-
or an observer of t|me§, Orabsolutely. I'm looking charged with endangering

an enchanter, or a witCh.t,\varg to it.” He added: children and face a possible (SeeFBIS on page 17)

* *
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FBIS . .. in the eyes of the Vatican served that terrorism “is aVol. 1lI, pages 248-50
(Continued from page 16) and a consequence of alkickness incubated within(London: Longmans, Green
the work that he — and hisArab/Islamic culture, a & Co., 1899): “How
ties And Rome. — |n father before him — havetoxic combination of re- dreadful are the curses
April a representative of done to establish close tiegpression, corruption, intole-which Mohammedanism
the United Bible Societies With the Vatican on behalfrance and fanaticism, fedlays on its votaries! Besides

(UBS) participated in the of UBS".” by tyrannical regimes eagerthe fanatical frenzy, which
funeral for Pope John Paul to deflect popular angeris as dangerous in a man
Il and in the inauguration * ok from themselves onto theas hydrophobia in a dog,
of Pope Benedict XVI. American infidel” (*Why there is this fearful fatalistic
This illustrates the radical ~ Anglican Apostasy.— That’'s Ridiculous,” Time, apathy. _The effects are
and unscriptural ecumenismaccording to a new study,JUly 18, 2005). appare_nt in many countries.
of the UBS, which is the roughly three percent of Improvident hablts3 slovenly
international umbrella for Anglican clergy are not o systems of agriculture,
142 national societies,certain about the existence sluggish methods of com-

including the American of God. |If reflected Catholic Abuse Scan- merce, and insecurity of
Bible Society and the throughout the denomina—d?l'_ Could Cost _$2-3 property exist wherever the
British & Foreign Bible tion’s 9,000 clergy, the Billion. — The chairman foIIowers_ of the Prophet
Society. Wycliffe Bible finding would mean that of the Catholic lay reform rule or live. A degraded
Translators also partici-nearly 300 Church of 9roup Voice of the Faithful sensualism deprives this life
pates closely with the UBSEngland clergy are atheistsha_s predicted that theof its grace gnd r_efir_1ement;
on many projects. Theor agnostics (“Clergy who priestly sexual abusethe next of its dignity and
following is from the UBS don’t believe in God,” scandal will eventually costsanctity. The fact that in
web site for May 6, 2005: London Times, July 4). Thethe Roman Catholic ChurchMohammedan law every
“Dr. Valdo Bertalot, study also found that 389%IN America $2-3 billion woman must b_elong to
General Secretary of theof clergy do not believe in (“Catholic Abuse Scandal,” some man as his abso_lute
Bible Society in Italy (BSI), the Virgin Birth, 35% don't Foxnews.com, July 9, property, either as a child,
represented both thepelieve that Jesus actual|y2005)- David Castaldi wasa wife, or a concubine,
national Bible Society and tyrned water into wine, andSPeaking at the organi-must delay the final
the global UBS fellowship 33% are in favour of the Zation’s national meeting inextinction of slavery until
at the funeral of Pope Johrordination of practicing !ndianapolis. Costs SO farthe faith of Islam has
Paul Il on April 9 and at homosexuals. The study, b);_otal more than '$1 b|_|||on, ceased to be a great power
the inaugural mass of Pop&angor University, involved including $85 million paid by among men. Individual

Benedict XVI on April 24. 9,000 respondents. the Diocese of Orange,Moslems may show
He also took part the California, and $100 million splendid qualities—but the
following day in Pope * % % by the Diocese of Cov-influence of the religion
Benedict’s first audience, ington, Kentucky. The paralyses the social
for foreign and non-Catholic  The cCause of Islamic Piocese of Portland, development of those who
guests. ‘I had the oppor-Terrorism. — Islamic ©fegon, faces claimsfollow it. No stronger

tunity to greet the Popeierrorism has been b|ame0topping $500 million and the retrograde force exists_ in
personally on behalf ofUBSby the mainstream meoliaArchdloc_:ese of Los the _world. Far from bel_ng
and BSI,’ said Dr. Bertalot, 5, many things, poverty,AngeIeS is expected t_o_ pay_morlbun_d_, Mohammedanism
‘offering him BSI's latest yoral corruption in western out from $500 to $1.5 billion. is a militant and prose-

ecumenical literary trans-gociety, even the policies of lytizing faith. It has already
lation of the Gospel of Mark George Bush, but its cause *oex Spr_ead thrpu_ghout Central
as an example of the UBSi5 quite simple. Its first _ _ Alfrica, raising fearless
service to the churches.’cguse is an age-old hatred Winston Churchill warriors at every step...”

Mr. Wigglesworth said Dr. of |srael and the second i2" !slam.  — The fol-

* % %

Bertalot's presence at theype corruption produced byloyving quote_ b_y Sir
events was'evidence of the |slamic religion itself. VWinston Churchill is from
the standing of the UBScharles Krauthammer ob-'N€ River War, first edition,  (SeeFBIS on page 18)
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FBIS . .. little stir in Parliament, in Spurgeon, pastor of Metro-praise music. Speaking
(Continued from apge 17) behalf of a new translation,politan Church in London, before the International
seems to have been set oBngland, came out of theCongress of Sacred Music
An Episcopalian foot by parties con- Baptist Unionin Novemberin Rome in February 2001,
Bishop Defending The fessedly averse to thel887 because of doctrinalPope John Paul Il said
King James Bible in great doctrinal truths of compromise and world- music can be an instrument
1857 — It has been my the gospel... Refined gold liness. When urged bytoward Christian unity.
joy and privilege to have must be gilded, and the lilysome to start a new asPopular CCM trumpeter
read probably 150 bookspainted; and if possible, thesociation or denomination Phil Discoll said in 1987, “I|
and articles by men of Godvery lights of heaven wouldhe replied: “There arehave felt in my heart for a
in the 18th and 19th be tinkered and repaired, bydenominations enough. Iflong time that music was
centuries who defended thehe wild conceit of the there were a new denomi-the power that God would
King James Bible on thetimes ... | submit it to the nation formed the thievesuse to transcend every
same basis that we dgudgment of devout andand robbers who havedenomination, every barrier
today (e.g., the superiorityreasonable men, whetherentered other ‘gardensthat has kept God’s people
of its Greek text, the at any time, the intrusionwalled round’ would climb apart.” Christian Copyright
superiority of its English, of such novelties into ainto this also, and so nothingLicensing International
etc.). The foundational standard, on mere individualwould be gained. Besides,(CCLI) keeps track of the
principles of this battle haveresponsibility, is not most the expedient is not needednost popular praise songs
not changed. The following dangerous.but if, at any among churches which areamong the major denomi-
is an excerpt from a book Itime, more especially ateach one self-governing anchations, and it is instructive
recently read on thisthis time, when a greatself-determining: such chur-that the same contemporary
subject: An Apology for the portion of our country is ches can find their ownsongs are popular both in
Common English Bible witness to the mostaffinities without difficulty, Baptist churches and
(1857) by Arthur Cleveland alarming theological and can keep their ownRoman Catholic.
Coxe, an Episcopalianprogress towards thecoasts clear of invaders.

bishop in America. “The rationalism of Germany. Since each vessel is *oxx

care with which the In New England, all things seaworthy in herself, let the

Hebrews guarded every jotdenote the advance of éhampering ropes be cut Poll: 64% Favor
and tittle of their Scriptures thoroughly unevangelical clean away, and no moreTeaching Both Crea-
was never reproved by ourspirit, which has possessedines of communication betionism, Evolution. — In

Saviour. It is our duty anditself of the chief seats ofthrown out until we know a finding that is likely to

interest to imitate them inlearning, and which isthat we are alongside aintensify the debate over
the jealousy with which successfully contendingfriend who sails under thewhat to teach students
God’s Holy Word is kept with the few old-fashioned same glorious flag. In theabout the origins of life, a
in our own language. ...representatives of aisolation of independency,poll released Tuesday found
The true believer hassuperior orthodoxy, that aretempered by the love of thethat nearly two-thirds of

instincts that cry out againstleft among the descendantsSpirit which binds us to all Americans say that crea-
a compromise that destroyf the Puritansif the evil the faithful in Christ Jesus,tionism should be taught
what is dearer to his heartspirit has been exorcisedwe think the lovers of the alongside evolution in public
than life, even the truth offrom its German haunts, gospel will for the presentschools. The poll found that
God’s Word, its spirit as it is evident that it is find their immediate 42 percent of respondents

well as its letter” (Coxe, seeking rest in Ameri¢a safety.” hold strict creationist views,
pp. 8, 51). In this book (Coxe, pp. 10, 46, 47). agreeing that “living things
Coxe observed that the itch *oxx have existed in their
to revise the Greek New *oxx present form since the
Testament and the English Contemporary Praise beginning of time.” In

Bible was coming from Spurgeon’s Reply To Music Is Ecumenical contrast, 48 percent said
theological rationalists. Those Who Urged Him Glue. — One of the gluesthey believed that humans

“The movement, in Eng- To Start a New Asso- of the ecumenical move-
land, which had made someciation. — Charles ment today is contemporary (SeeFBIS on page 19)
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FBIS . .. being morally opposed toThe Universal Fellowship of moment, but it probably
(Continued from page 18) homosexuality, | don’t think Metropolitan Community won’t be long before it is
that's the right standard toChurches was founded inin the mainstream.
had evolved over time; butapply to anybody. | don’t 1968 and today claims more
of those, 18 percent saicknow too many people whothan 44,000 members in *kx
that evolution was “guided think it is a choice. ... You 300 churches. Independent
by a supreme being,” andcan’'t say something thatPentecostal homosexual Church of England
26 percent said thatisn’t a choice [you can’t] churches are also on theApproves Sexless Mar-
evolution occurred throughattach moral or immoral torise. The Herald-Leader ofriage For Homosexual
natural selection. In all, 64it. Those people who haveLexington, Kentucky, re- Clergy. — In late July the
percent said they werethat belief must believe thatcently reported on suchChurch of England’s House
open to the idea of teachingt's a choice that has beerchurches in the very heartof Bishops approved
creationism in addition to made and so forth, and lof America’s “Bible belt.” “sexless marriage” for
evolution, while 38 percentjust think it's the wrong “Across America small, homosexual clergy
favored replacing evolutionway to look at this.” This predominantly gay Pente-(“Church of England
with creationism. The poll is a blatant denial of thecostal and CharismaticCompromise Has Theolo-
was conducted July 7 to 17Bible’s teaching both on churches are forming,” wegian Concerned,” Agape
by the Pew Forum onhomosexuality and moralityare told. The JubileePress, August 3). The
Religion and Public Life and in general. God’s laws Fellowship in Lexington, London Telegraph reported
the Pew Research Centefgainst adultery and for-which has a lesbian femalethat homosexual activists
for the People and thenication are in effect pastor, is described as alaim more than 700 clergy
Press. The questions aboutegardless of whether the*Pentecostal-style, gay-are “lining up to marry their
evolution were asked ofsSinis public or private, andfriendly church.” The City same-sex partners.” Homo-
2,000 people, and theunnatural acts betweenof Refuge of Louisville, sexual “marriage”! Sexless
margin of error is 2.5 women and women andKentucky was founded by“marriage”! What a gross

percentage points. men and men are clearlya thrice-divorced homo- perversion of the term. The
labeled a moral perversionsexual who was defrockedLord Jesus Christ taught
* * in Romans 1:26-29. Theseby a Pentecostal church buthat the standard for

acts are called *“vile who loves to “shout and marriage is the one that God
Rush Limbaugh’s affections” (v. 26), “against praise the Lord.” New Life established in the beginning
Unbiblical Position On hature” (v. 26), “unseemly” Community Church of in the Garden of Eden,
Homosexuality. — On (v. 27), and reprobate” (v.LaPorte, Indiana, is pas-when he joined the first
August 4, 2005, nationally28)- When America hadtored by a homosexual whoman and the first woman
syndicated talk American laws based upon biblicalwas defrocked from thein holy matrimony. “And he
show host Rush Limbaughprinciples, not only was United Pentecostal Churchanswered and said unto
said that homosexuality ishomosexuality a crime butand also operates the “Holythem, Have ye not read,
not a moral issue becaussé©® Wwas adultery, andMacaroni Café.” The that he which made them
homosexuality is not arightfully so. “And have no pastor of the afore- atthe beginning made them
choice. He said thatfellowship with the mentioned Jubilee Fellow-male and female, And said,
“conservatives” do not careuUnfruitful works of dark- ship claims that the Bible For this cause shall a man
what people do behindn€ss, but rather reprovedoes not condemn herleave father and mother,

closed doors. The fonowingthem” (Eph. 5:11). “committed” lesbian life- and shall cleave to his wife:
is from his web site: style and that she “can haveand they twain shall be one
“Nobody’s against homo- *oxx a productive relationshipflesh? Wherefore they are
sexuality. Well, | guess with Jesus Christ as a gayno more twain, but one

some people are against it. Homosexual Chur- Christian.” Nothing more flesh. What therefore God
_ Most conservatives |ches Increasing Rapidly. clearly shows the latenessath joined together, let not
know don’t care about— Homosexual churchesand darkness of the houman put asunder” (Matt.
[homosexuality]. What they are increasing rapidly inthan “homosexual Chris-19:4-6).

do in private is not a America, Canada, and intianity.” It is still on the

concern. ... The thing aboutother parts of the world. fringe of Christianity for the  (SeeFBIS on page 20)



Page D TheBapitCrelenge Sepember 2006

FBIS . .. adding between 2,000 anddeal with aliens to allow Lord Jesus Christ and the
(Continued from page 19) 3,000 members per year. Ithem to kidnap children andapostles did not teach
will soon launch a Spanish-use their organs as food andsod’s people to worry

Church of the Dollar. language church led by ato experiment on U.S.about UFOs or to rage
— The following is from Mexican priest, targeted atcitizens (pp. 291, 295-297).against the government.
The Berean Call, August 9:Atlanta’s booming Hispanic Ruckman does not useThey taught us to honor
“With houses of worship in immigrant population facts he abuses them, andhose in authority and
Atlanta, New York City, (Business Week Online,he often builds his casesubmit to them (Rom. 13:1-

Australia, Europe, Nigeria, May 23, 2005).” upon thin air, fables, and7; 1 Pet. 2:13-25), to live
South Africa, and Britain, half-truths. Consider oneobedient and holy lives and
World Changers Church *oxx example of his reasoning.to dedicate our lives to
International is one of the An old Bolivian legend tells preaching the gospel to the
largest and fastest-growing  Peter Ruckman, of a non-human race thatends of the earth until
churches in the nation. LedUFOs, And Daffy Duck. had webbed feet. OIldChristreturns (Matt. 28:18-
by Pastor Creflo A. Dollar, — Peter Ruckman ofcomic books about Daffy 20; Acts 1:8). You don’t see

a flamboyant African- Pensacola, Florida, has don®uck and Donald Duck Paul ranting against the
American preacher, WCClmore harm to the cause ofdepict creatures withRoman Empire and
has some 25,000 membershe King James Bible thanwebbed feet (p. 85). Voila! mocking its emperor. Dear
and an annual budget ofsome of its enemies. ThatThe legend must be true andriends in Christ, beware of
more than $70 million. His is due to his cultic beliefs Donald Duck must be athe cultic element in the
message, known as ‘prosand his strange, ungodlysecret depiction of independent Baptist
perity gospel,” implores spirit. According to one of aliens!!!! For 32 years, movement.

followers to enrich them- his books, “Black Is since | was converted, my

selves in every way, Beautiful” (1996), UFOs sole authority has been the *oxx

spiritually and financially, are real, and if you doubt itKing James Bible, and the

through the teachings of hisyou are an unbeliever. Ifbottom line here is that the  Evangelical Lutheran
church. Indeed, PastorRuckman says two plusBible says nothing aboutChurch Rejects Homo-
Dollar, whom critics have two equals five, and if you UFOs and therefore it is notsexual Ordination,
dubbed ‘Pass The Dollar'don’t agree, you are ansomething | need toBarely. — On August 12,
and ‘Cashflow Dollar for unbelieving “jack leg” and concern myself with (2 representatives of the
his ostentatious displays ofa “bloated egotist.” He Tim. 3:16-17). The versesEvangelical Lutheran
wealth, is not shy about hisbelieves the CIA hasthat Ruckman cites inChurch in America
success. He owns two Roll-implanted brain transmitterssupport of UFOS are taken(ELCA) narrowly defeated
Royces and flies thein children, old people, out of context and grosslya measure that would have
country in a Gulfstream-3 blacks, and prisoners (p.misused, not remotelyallowed the ordination of
private jet. WCCI mem- 243) and operates undersupporting such nonsensédhomosexuals living “in a
bers can tithe online byground alien breeding(e.g., Gen. 6:1-5; 2 Sam.long-term relationship.”
setting up automatic ac-facilities (p. 256). He 5:24; 2 Ki. 2:11; Isa. 14:29; Had the new policy been
count withdrawals managedbelieves in blue aliens withEzek. 1:4; Zech. 5:1-3).approved, it would have
by the church. But Dollar’s blue blood (pp. 85, 86), Ruckman believes that theallowed exceptions to the
message is resonating withblack aliens with greenaliens are demons who areurrent policy banning
many evangelicals, especialblood (p. 244), and greypreparing to take control“sexually active” homo-
ly poor blacks drawn to thealiens with clear blood (pp.during the Tribulation and sexual men and lesbians
idea of pulling themselves310-11). He believes thathe cites Revelation 9:2-3,from ordination. Though the
out of poverty because theAdam originally had water but this does not describemeasure did not pass, the
Bible willed it so. A new in his veins instead of bloodUFOs and it has nothing toprocess exhibited the
church in rented space in(p. 185). He believes thatdo with events in our day.apostasy of the ELCA. Of
New York’'s Madison the CIA flies around in Revelation 9 describesthe 993 representatives who
Square Garden has drawrspace ships developed frondemons who are currentlycast ballots, nearly half
5,000 members in the lastechnology gained whenimprisoned rather than

three months. WCCI isthe government made aappearing on earth. The (SeeFBIS on page 21)
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FBIS . .. Christianity On Driven Church) was aJuly Canadian Revivalist:
(Continued from page 20) Steep Decline In Wes- featured speaker at theDr. Van Impe uses the
tern Europe. — A front annual meeting of thelanguage of conversion to

(490) supported the newpage report in the Augustliberal Baptist World describe the “change” that
policy. Thus, it is evident 11 issue of USA Today Alliance in Birmingham, occurred in his own thinking
that large numbers ofwas entitled “Religion takes England, in late July. In this about Roman Catholicism.’
ELCA churches reject thea back seat in Westernventure Warren joined He [erroneously] claims
Bible’s clear testimony Europe.” It was accom-hands with Jimmy Carter,that the Church of Rome
about the moral abomi-panied by a photo of awho has stated thatbelieves the fundamentals
nation of homosexuality sparsely attended mass ilMormons are Christiansof the faith and that
(Lev. 18:22-28; Rom. 1:26- Madrid. It reminded me of and should not be targeted’rotestants who separate
28). There is an entirethe masses that we havdor evangelism, and Tonyfrom Roman dogma are
coalition of homosexual Visited in England, Belgium, Campolo, who says thatcarried away with minor
advocates within the Germany, and lItaly. Brian homosexuality is an inbornissues.”

ELCA. G. Scott Cady of Kenny of Dublin, Ireland, trait and who refers to

the New England Synodtestified, “I don’t go to “evangelical homosexuals” * ok ok

said rejecting homo-church, and I don’t know (Christian News, March 4,

sexuals who “feel a call toone person who does,”1991). Rick Warren is Disciples Of Christ
the ministry was tanta-adding anecdotal evidencdeading multitudes of Elect Female Leader.—
mount to questioning theof the fact that churchchurches into an un-The Christian Church
will of God” (“Lutherans attendance in Ireland hasscriptural “rock & roll (Disciples of Christ) made
Affirm Ban on Gay fallen from 85% in 1975 to Christianity,” but he is history in late July when it
Clergy,” Washington Post, 60% today. The percentageaffiliated with the Southern became the first major U.S.
Aug. 13). In fact, God doesOf Europeans who say theyBaptist Convention and thedenomination to elect a
not operate contrary to Hisare non-religious has“conservatives” in the female leader. The new
own Word. Delegates toincreased to 15%. TheConvention do not exposepresident, Sharon Watkins,
the ELCA’s national decrease in church at-his error. He is alsohas been the senior pastor
meeting also voted 851 totendance has been acinfluencing many inde- of Disciples Christian
127 to “keep the churchcompanied by an asso-pendent Baptists who areChurch in Bartlesville,
unified despite seriousciated decrease in morality.trading the whole counselOklahoma, for eight years.
differences over homo-USA Today observed thatof God for a shallow, After the unanimous

sexuality.” This is the there is virtually no social manmade synopsis. election, the delegates
ecumenical “unity in stigma for unmarried “erupted in applause”

diversity” philosophy, which parents in the Scandinavian * ok ok (Baptist Press, Aug. 10). In
is entirely unscriptural. countries, and that “more her acceptance speech,

God’s people are to lovethan half of the children in Van Impe Eulogizes Watkins said, “God is
the whole counsel of GodSweden and Norway areThe Pope and the Roman calling us to sing a new
and reject every false thingborn to unmarried moth- Catholic Church. — The song.” In fact, God does not
(Ps. 119:128) and there isrs.” Of course, Romanismfollowing is from Calvary contradict His own Word
no true unity where thereand theological liberalism Contender, August 2005:and He has forbidden
is not one mind in the truth.are the chief culprits of this“The death of John Paul Ilwomen to teach or to usurp

“Now | beseech you, Situation. and the installation of hisauthority over men (1 Tim.
brethren, by the name of successor Pope BenedicR:12). The Lord did not
our Lord Jesus Christ, that *okx XVI gave Jack Van Impe choose female apostles, and
ye all speak the same thing, a chance to announce to hishe requirement for a pastor

and that there be no Rick Warren Joins television audience that heis that he be “the husband
divisions among you; butHands With The Liberal was a changed man, thaof one wife” (1 Tim. 3:2).
that ye be perfectly joined Baptist World Alliance. he had learned to embrac&Vatkins also said, “We are
together in the same mind— Rick Warren of Sad- ‘his Catholic brothers anda church whose time has
and in the same judgment’dleback Church in Southernsisters in Jesus.” Andy

(1 Cor. 1:10). California (The Purpose Foster wrote in the May- (SeeFBIS on page 24)
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WHY . .. God rather than meh Individuals must raise and WHY THE BAPTISTS?
(Continued from page 1)  (Acts 5:29). answer these questions in
After all that men may the light of the Scriptures “Take heed unto
organize to defeat them. say, God’s Word shouldalone. “We ought to obeythyself and the doctrirfe
“The church is for the determine what church aGod rather than man.” (1 Tim. 4:16).
saved, and membershipperson should join. And the  “Is not one church as 1. The Answer of
answers the deep need anword of God must be good as another?” No! AndQrigins. — “To be well-

cry for discipleship. There interpreted by each persormen do not say this of otherporn is to enter life with an
is no bondage like thefor himself. Sentiment is organized relationships ingdvantage. Baptists are
bondage of love, so bindingone of the noblest emotiondife. When did one political justly proud of their
and compelling, so full of only when kept in its properparty come to be good aspeginning — the New
satisfaction and joy. Whenplace, but when sentimentanother? When did oneTestament. They have an
grace has wrought its work,suggests that one shouldamily seem to be as goodancient and scriptural
and the heart is rejoicing injoin the church of his father, as another? He who studiegyrigin. Certain characters in
new life and hope, themother, wife or friend then institutions and relationshipshistory are named as
person does not stop tosentiment is going too far.comes to have convictionsfounders of various
inquire, why join the Social ties are precious inon their comparative worth. denominations: “The Disci-
church? That was settledthe sight of all, but the And only the person whoples began with Alexander
when he found the Lord.” church of God is not builded has convictions concerningCampbell, the Methodists
3. In Union There is upon social affinities, the distinctive worth of his with John Wesley, the
Strength” for Service. customs and limitations.organization does anythingpresbyterians with John
“My church ... and the The opinions of men andmuch to advance itscCalvin, the Lutherans with
gates of hell shall not prevailthe  prestige of any progress. Martin Luther, and the
against it.” These lines areparticular church in the  “And others had trial of Church of England with
being written at a four-storycommunity are not of cruel ~mockings and Henry VIII.
window. All day long worthy to determine scourging, yea, moreover of  Not so with Baptists.
soldiers are passing to andnembership. In all mattersbonds and imprisonment:There is no personality this
fro on the street downof personal religion the They were stoned, theyside of Jesus Christ who is
there, singly, by twos andindividual soul is competentwere sawn asunder, werey satisfactory explanation
by threes. | am happily both to consider and totempted, were slain withof their origin. The New
conscious of their pass-conclude. And the seriousthe sword; they wan-Testament churches were
ing. But one day last weekpart is that the individual dered about in sheepskinsndependent, self-governing,
this great office structure soul will be held responsibleand goatskins; beingdemocratic bodies like the
began to quiver. Then [for his ultimate decision. destitute, afflicted, tor- Baptist churches of today.
heard dull thuds below. The  Every church claims to mented; (Of whom the we originated, not at the
same soldiers were passingpe founded upon inter-world was not worthy:) Reformation, nor in the
but in column formations pretations of the Scripturesthey wandered in desertsDark Ages, nor in any
now, all keeping step, andAll Christian people believe and in mountains, and incentury after the Apostles,
all going the same way.in baptism, for instance, anddens and caves of theput our marching orders are
Woe was to whatever triedthe Scriptures have aearth.” (Heb. 11:36-37). the Commission, and the
to block their progress then.doctrine of baptism. What ~ These men thought itfirst Baptist church was the
Christ set a bold enterpriseis it? Let men go to the made some difference whathurch at Jerusalem. Our
for the band which He Scriptures to discover. Thea man believed, and be-principles are as old as
started. It was to evangelizeScriptures have a teachingcause they believed in-Christianity, and we ac-
the world. He told them to also, about what should gotensely and devotedly theknowledge no founder but
cling together, trust Him, before and what shouldgospel lives and triumphscChrist” (McDaniel).
and keep right on. come after baptism. Whattoday. We who want to 2. The Answer of
is this teaching? Variouscount for anything must Opportunities. We have a
Why Not Any Church? ~ men say various things andbelieve intensely also, andcreed that is none other
some frankly offer sub- be ready to “follow in their
“We ought to obey Stitutes for the Scriptures.train.” (SeeWHY on page 23)
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WHY . .. worth of the organization Jerusalem. Additions wereheavens opened, and the
(Continued from page 22) which they seek to join. daily made to it, but only of Spirit like a dove descending
Who that has knocked atsuch as were saved. Paulipon him: And there came
than the New Testamentthe doors of a greataddressed his letter “To alla voice from heaven,
We have a baptism thatfraternal order can forgetthat be in Rome, belovedsaying, Thou art my
does not have to be arguedhe solemn moments wherof God, called to be saints”beloved Son, in whom | am
or explained or defendedhe stood in the vestibule,(Rom. 1:7). well pleased” (Mk. 1:9-11).
before any people. Wethinking on his life and (3) The Plain Teaching 2. The Teaching of
have a church governmengconduct? But all men whoof the Scriptures— Re- Paul. “Know ye not, that
that exalts to a position ofthink far enough soon reachgeneration before baptismso many of us as were
dignity, competency andthe conclusion that there isand church membership isbaptized into Jesus Christ
responsibility for every no preparation which mana fundamental in the Baptistwere baptized into his
individual member. It is a can make unaided which isfaith, and is fundamentaldeath? Therefore we are
pure, democratic govern-adequate for membership inwith us because it is taughtouried with him by baptism

ment. the Kingdom and church ofin God’s Word. What into death: that like as
God. When man hasembarrassment we wouldChrist was raised up from

WHY A reached this conclusion ofhave if unconverted men,the dead by the glory of the
REGENERATED helplessness, God comes iwomen and children beFather, even so we should
MEMBERSHIP? to render needed aid.admitted freely to mem- walk in newness of life. For

“Work out your own bership in God’s church!if we have been planted
“Ye must be bornSalvation with fear and God’s entrance require-together in the likeness of
agaim® (Jn. 3:7). trembling; for it is God ments must determinehis death, we shall be also
1. What is Regene- which worketh in you both admission to God’s or-in the likeness of his
ration? — “It is God’s o willandto do of his good ganization. God says,resurrection” (Rom. 6:3-5).
turning the soul to Himself pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13). “Except a man be born 3. The Interpretation
— conversion being the (2) The Precedent ofagain, he cannot see thef Scholars. Thayer’s
soul’s turning itself to God.” the First Churches— In kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:3). Greek-English Lexicon.
Regeneration cannot petheir execution of the planAgain, “He that heareth my Baptizo: “An immersion in
bought by gifts to God, of Jesus the Apostlesword and believeth on himwater.”
neither is it acquired byorganized churches inthat sent me, hath ever- Dr. E. P. Gould (Epis-
man’s independent effortsdudea, Samaria, Galilee andasting life” (Jn. 5:24). And copalian), in Commentary
after righteousness. It isafterwards throughout theagain, “And you hath he on Mark: “The preposition
often difficult for seekers Roman empire. No un-quickened, who were deadhere coincides with the
after salvation to recognize’€9enerated person wasn trespasses and sins’proper meaning of the verb,

these facts. God first acts€ntitled to a place in these(Eph. 2:1). indicating that the form of
upon the receptive soul, andhurches even though he the rite was immersion into
then works in us both thehad Abraham for father, or WHY IMMERSION the stream.”

desire and the purpose tther pious ancestry. “Even ONLY John Calvin (Presby-
receive the free graceNicodemus, a ruler of the terian), in his Institutes:

which He offers. Now, why JEWS, could not share inthe  “And they went down “That very word baptize,

do we insist upon ablessings of the new king-both into the water ... andhowever, signifies to

membership composed ofdom without regenera-tion.” he baptized hirh (Acts immerse.”

those who have repemed’Circumcision counted for 8:38). John Wesley (Metho-

turned to God and beennothing, and all theritesand 1. The Example of dist), in Notes on the New

baptized each for himself?ceremonies of the Levitical Jesus. “And it came to Testament, page 379: “We
(1) The Reasoning €conomy were abolished.pass in those days, tha@re buried with him—

From Human Nature — John the Baptist preachedjesus came from Nazaretiflluding to the ancient

All serious-thinking men "épentance, and baptizewf Galilee, and was baptizedmanner —of baptism by

feel that there must be athe penitent for the of John in Jordan. Andimmersion.”

preparation for membershipremiSSion of sins. The fir_Ststraightway coming up out

adequate to the dignity angchurch was formed inof the water, he saw the (SeeéWHY on page 24)
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WHY . .. a sovereignty of duty on thechurches to abandon theirfree to support or refuse to
(Continued from page 23) other.” freedom, often preventssupport human programs,
There is the fullest sortlocal churches from meet-free to fellowship or refuse

Cardinal  Gibbons of equality in a Baptist ing their full responsibility to fellowship with other
(Catholic), in “The Faith of church. Baptists have apefore God for purity of groups, free to support a
Our Fathers,” says: “Forcommon religious eX- faith and life and full loyalty prophetic ministry, free to
several centuries after theperience, they are as+gthe program of the Wordresist apostasy. God's
establishment of Chris-sociated as equals in &f God. Organized de-answer to the apostasy of
tianity, baptism was usuallycommon cause, and théominationalism invariably our day and the unity-at-
conferred by immersion: butonly tie that binds them isyjews the conscientiousany-price religious unionism
since the twelfth centurythe tie of Christian love. gissenter from its programsof our day, is the call to
the practice of baptism byEvery church is an in- ity disfavor and punishesreturn to the New
affusion has prevailed independent, self-governingpy giscrimination and Testament faith, the New
the Catholic Church, as thisdemocracy. When a mattelgometimes ostracism in theTestament church, New
manner is attended with lesof business is undercage of the ministry. Orga-Testament methods, and
inconvenience than byconsideration in one of ournized denominationalismNew Testament fellow-
immersion.” churches, every membelinyariably produces aships. There will be no new

can speak freely his views.jgyajty to human leadershipReformation unless there is
WHY DEMOCRATIC — When all discussion isyhich undermines thea return to the New

GOVERNMENT? ended, each member cagypreme loyalty to Christ Testament church. [

cast his vote in accordanceyich is the obligation of Fgig
“So we, being many,with his own judgment. the church. Organized

are one body in Chrigt One vote counts as Muclyenominationalism, through
(Rom. 12:5) as another, and the majorittne centuries, has a lon " , -
“We hold ... that all of votes cast determines thgecord of refusing hos'gfrzrgeénclj ES(I:'P?V: “I:T]?Jtrclﬁ”
men are created equal.” Sovill of the church. All pitality to the prophets " Cin o5 5 Timothy
begins the second paramembers are received angaised up to call it back ©04.3.4 “For the time will
graph of the Declaration ofdismissed by the action ofgoq, often forcing them come when thev will not
Independepce. Thomashe ent|re'churc'h, which outside the camp in Orderendure sound dgctrine' but
Jefferson_ s quoted 'asexpresses s desire by votero obey God. Organizedaﬂer their own lusts s’hall
having said of the Baptistl denominationalism glorifies they heap to themselves
form of chqrch_govern- Its own program as If it WaSieachers having itching
ment, “I consider it the only inspired of God, glorifies its A
‘ ; 4 TULGA . .. S ™ ears; And they shall turn
orf O pure democracy cContinued from page 1) ~ own leadership in dis- 0 their ears from the
that now exists in the world, obedience to the Word of

and have concluded that ithecessary for the largerGod, coerces churches intcﬂ#fg’f;br;gss.,ha” be tu[:ned
will be the best form of work of Christ. Such ablind unquestioning loyalty :
government  for the fellowship must be basedwhich paralyzes thatCOLE. ..
American Colonies.” He ypon a common faith andspiritual discrimination (Continued from page 14)
read the Gospels diligently,common spiritual objec- enjoined by the Word of
and often attended atives. The local church hasGod. It thus becomes theexperience, for he is more
country Baptist church in the right to associate itselffoe of that independence ofsensitive to sin as a saint
Virginia. with other churches or toauthority which is the than when he was a lost
The Baptist governmentyefrain, and it has the rightbirthright of every New sinner. He is dead to the
provides no place fortg discontinue any associa-Testament church. guilt and penalty of sin
pedestals, thrones, popesijons for reasons deemed 6. God’'s answer to thebecause Christ bore the
priests, or ecclesiasticssyfficient by itself. evils of ecclesiasticism is penalty in His own body on
holding the reins of 5 Organized denomi-the independent church ofthe tree. i
authority in religion. It natjonalism, depriving in- Christ, free to do the whole
“involves an equality of dividual churches of their will of God, free to accept =~ God promises a safe
rights on the one hand, andreedom or coercing freeor reject human leaders landing, not a calm passage.

(Continued from apge 21)




