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" Ye Have Not Yet Resisted Unto Blood,
Striving Against Sin"

ByJimVeazquez,

In Hebrews chapter eleven
the Apostle Paul gives his
readers along list of the heroes
of the faith. He writes of Abdl,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
Joshua, and Rahab. Then he
mentions Gideon, Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthae, David, Samuel,
and the prophets. These were
victorious heroes he says, “who
through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight
the armies of the aiens, (and)
women received their dead to
life again.”

Then the Apostle Paul be-
gins telling his readers of an-
other group of the heroes of the
faith who sound more like vic-
timsthanvictors. Hesays, “And
others were tortured, not ac-
cepting deliverance; that they
might obtain a better resurrec-
tion: Andothershadtria of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and impris-
onment: They were stoned, they
were sawn asunder, were
tempted, were dlain with the
sword: they wandered about in

sheepskins and goatskins; be-
ing destitute, afflicted, tor-
mented; (of whomtheworldwas
not worthy;) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and
in dens and caves of theearth.”

Finally in chapter twelve
Paul challenges his readers to
consider the prince of sufferers:
TheLord Jesus“who for thejoy
that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame,
andisset down at theright hand
of thethrone of God.” “ For con-
sider him,” Paul writes, “ that en-
dured such contradiction of sin-
ners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint inyour minds.
Ye have not yet resisted unto
blood, striving against sin.”

| want to preach on some
things our Baptist forefathers
shed their blood for! It would
be good for Baptists living in
the nineteen nineties to go back
and remember that there were
timeswhen Baptist men, women,
and children had to resist unto
blood. It would begood for usto
think about some of the suffer-
ing our Baptist forefathers had
toenduresowecouldenjoy what
we enjoy in the way of church
today. Isn't it great to gather as
a church and enjoy the fellow-
ship of the saints and sing the
songs of Zion. Our Baptist fore-
fathers shed their blood so we
couldenjoy thispreciousfellow-

ship. So we could enjoy the pre-
ciousliberty to sing the songs of
Zion and preach the gospel of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

“Ye have not yet resisted
untoblood, strivingagainst sin.”
But | want you to know thefirst
Baptist resisted unto blood
striving against sin. When King
Herod committed adultery by
taking his brother Philip’swife,
John the Baptist preached
against it. Hetold King Herod it
wasnot lawful for himtohavehis
brother’s wife. King Herod im-
mediately had John the Baptist
imprisoned and later Herodias
saw to it that John was behead-
ed for taking a stand against
their sin. And thus began the
flow of Baptist blood down
through history!

Baptists living in the nine-
teen nineties need to remember
that our Baptist forefathers re-
sisted unto blood striving against
sin. And we need to preach
against the sins of our day and
age. Weneedtolift up our voices
like a clarion trumpet warning
about and denouncing sins like
alcohal, cigarette smoking, por-
nography, rock music, abortion,
fornication, homosexuality, and
adultery. John the Baptist would
roll over in hisgraveif he knew
about the number of Baptist
preachersinour day and agewho

have fallen into the sin of adul-
tery. God help us to put up a
hedge around our family rela
tionships and resist unto blood
striving against sin, that sin not
enter in and destroy our
families.

The second thing Baptist
suffered and shed their blood for
was preaching that Jesus Christ
is Lord to the glory of God the
Father. First they suffered at the
hands of the Jews. When the
first church at Jerusalem began
togrow (It grew fromthetwelve
the Lord had called to be
Apostles to one hundred twen-
ty, and to the one hundred
twenty were added three thou-
sand souls, and then multitudes
were added. Y ea, historians say
that thefirst church at Jerusalem
numbered sometwenty thousand
members.) Then the Pharisees,
Sadducees, and Scribes became
alarmed and they made efforts
to destroy the first church at
Jerusalem. They persecuted the
church and imprisoned the
apostles. They had them beaten
and told them they could no
longer preach in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ for they had

turned their world upside
down.
Later Stephen was arrested

and brought before the Sanhe-

(See BAPTISTS on Page 13)
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The Book of Revelation -- M essage #19

The Church at Thyatira

By M. L. Moser, Editor

“And unto the angel of the
church in Thyatira write: These
things saith the Son of God, who
hath hiseyeslike unto a flame of
fire, and his feet are like fine
brass, | know thy works, and
charity, and service, and faith,
and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more
than the first. Notwithstanding
| have a few things against
thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach
and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat
thingssacrificed untoidols. And
| gave her spaceto repent of her
fornication; and she repented
not. Behold, | will cast her intoa
bed, and themthat commit adul-
tery with her into great tribula-
tion, except they repent of their
deeds. And | will kill her chil-
dren with death; and all the
churches shall know that | am

he which searcheth the reins
and hearts: and | will give unto
every one of you according to
your works. But unto you | say,
and untotherestin Thyatira, as
many as have not this doctrine,
and which have not known the
depths of Satan, as they speak;
| will put upon you none other
burden. But that which ye have
already hold fast till | come.
And he that overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end,
tohimwill | give power over the
nations: And He shall rulethem
witharod of iron; asthe vessels
of a potter shall they be broken
to shivers: even as| received of
my Father. And | will give him
the morning star. He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches.”
—Rev.2:18-29
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None of them are very far from
the others, and they form a
rough circle, with the city of
Thyatira about 40 miles SE of
Pergamos. This church and this
city wastheleastimportant of all
the seven cities of these that we
have been talking about.

It was the center of some
commercial activity and wasfa
mous primarily for its trade
unions or guilds because they
werewell organized and power-
ful, and controlled every trade.
The one thing that they were
especialy known for was their
dyeing of material or cloth. You
remember theL ydiathat youread
about in Acts 16, a seller of
purple, was from this city, and
she was among the first of the
congregation at Philippi.

Wefindthat Apollowasthe
chief god of this city. As you
read about thesecities, and about
the various gods and goddesses
that arementioned inconnection
with them, you begin to under-
stand just how much paganism
there was throughout the world.
They had various kinds of gods
and every city that you cometo,
had gods that you do not even
hear about anywhereelse. Then,
of course, there will be certain
godsthat seemingly arecommon
among all of them.

Here at Thyatira, Apollo
wasthe chief god, but there was
very little evidence of Emperor
worship. Two other gods were
very prominent, andthey didhave
temples built to each of these.
Onewascalled Tyrimnosandthe
other was called Sambethe.
Theseweretwo godsthat youdo
not read about in any of these
other cities.

The city of Thyatira had
this church located within it. A
small church, not as large as
some of the other churches that
we read about, and yet, as we
read about this church, we find
that she receives more praise
than all of the other churches,
and the praise is an evidence of
thegoodworksthat werecarried

on within this church. This
church seemedtobevery active,
highly organized, and performed
many good works of charity.
They were instrumental in win-
ning convertsfrom both outside
and inside the city, and they
werefaithful totheLordin spite
of the persecution they had to
undergo.

As you read about the
churchat Thyatira, onecancom-
pare them with the church at
Ephesus, for these two chur-
chesareboth prai sed and blamed.
When you look at the church at
Ephesusin Rev. 2:5wefind that
Ephesus has gone back. It says:
“Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and re-
pent, and do the first works.”
Ephesus, then, has gone back-
ward. Yet as we look at the
church at Thyatira we see that
thischurch isanon-goingchurch,
itisachurch that isgoing for-
ward rather than on the move
backward.

We find abasic difference
or distinction between these
two churches. First we find that
in Ephesusthereismuch zeal for
orthodoxy, that is for doctrine,
but thereislittle love within the
church. But in Thyatirawe find
the reverse is true, for there is
much lovein Thyatira, but there
is a carelessness about false
doctrine. Where the church at
Ephesusdid not alow falsedoc-
trineto enter into thechurch, not
permitting it or allowing it, the
church at Thyatiraallowed false
doctrineto enter in and thiswas
the danger confronting the
church, thedanger or the peril of
compromisingwith heathenism.

Now | want us to notice
“And unto the angel of the
churchin Thyatirawrite; These
things saith the Son of God, who
hath hiseyeslikeunto a flame
of fire, and hisfeet arelike fine
brass’ (Rev.2:18).Inevery letter
wefindthat the Author isidenti-
fied by using two quotationsthat

(See CHURCH on page 4)
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Seminary To Open In September

By M. L. Moser, Editor

Brother Larry Jones, pastor
of the Central Baptist Church
and | have just returned from a
fast oneweek trip to the
Yucatan peninsula and a visit
with the faculty of the seminary
in Cérdenas, Tabasco.

For those who have been
reading about the mission work
in The Baptist Challenge
through these many years, you
will remember that the church
here in Little Rock last year
was led by a former pastor to
make the decision to phase out
the seminary in Mexicowhich
we started and which we have
been operating for nearly 40
years, and to fully withdraw
from the work inMexicowhich
is nearly 91 years old, having
been begun by Dr. G. H. Lacy
whowenttoMexicoin 1903 and
became amember of our church
before he passed away in 1949.
However, our new pastor, Bro.
Jones and the church, after
much prayer, decided to resume
full support of theseminary, and
so the seminary will reopen for
classes this September. School
has been out for some five
months already, and the men
who were studying in the semi-
nary have been working in
churches and missionsthrough-
out theregion, and we are hope-
ful that al of them will return
to resume their studies.

For those who may not be
familiar with our seminary, we
have a five-year Bible school
namedL atin American Baptist
Theological Seminary. Wehave
graduates from the seminary
thatareworkingall over Mexico,
but particularly in the five
southeastern states of southern
Old Mexico, and we have the
largestwork of any Baptistinthe
entire region, larger than any of

the Conventions or Associa-
tions, and probably larger than
any other denomination. How-
ever, there are severa distinc-
tions between our work and
other Baptist work in thearea.

First of al, wewerethefirst
Baptistsintheentireregion. The
other Baptists that are now in
the area came many years after
we opened up the work, and
sorry to say, most of them in-
stead of starting their own
work, ssimply tried to split ours.
They were successful only in a
very few cases.

Secondly, we are indepen-
dent Baptists, and the missions
and churches that we begin are
taught to be independent Bap-
tist churches. The other chur-
chesare affiliated with either an
Association or a Convention.
Someareaffiliated withinterde-
nominational movements. We
arenot! WeareBaptistsjustlike
Baptists during New Testament
days.

Thirdly, we do not pay any
of the Mexican preachers. We
do have a paid faculty for the
seminary sincethey devotefull-
timetotheteachingintheschoal,
but we teach each mission and
church that they are to pay their
own expenses. This includes
not only their utilities, but also
the salary for their pastor. Every
church and mission that we
have started pay their own pas-
tor andall of their own expenses.
Thismakesour work distinctive,
as the Associations and Con-
ventions pay their pastors and
workers.

Fourthly, we do not build
buildings for the churches and
missions. We have been faith-
fully teaching, not only in the
seminary but also among the
churches and missions, that

they should build their own
buildings and not depend on
money from the United States.
Inevery casethat | am aware of,
all the denominations inMexi-
co, including Baptists and even
some independent Baptists,
build thebuildingsfor theMexi-
cans. We do not. Weteach them
that they are to build their own
buildings, and they have.

While we were in Mexico
just acouple of weeks ago, (this
is being written August 4) we
had the privilege of visiting
several churches, dl of them
with their own buildings, andin
some cases, their church build-
ing was the best building in the
entire village or town, all built
with tithes and offerings from
their own members. For me it
was athrill and joy to see these
churches that we had started,
and for many years, these
churcheshad metin small build-
ings made with bamboo cane
walls and thatched roofs with
dirt floors and homemade
benches, now meeting in good
concrete-block buildings, con-
crete floors, windows, a good
corrugated asbestos roof, a
good PA system, and many of
them even have a synthesizer
that they use with their singing.
Paved roads now go out to
these churches where beforewe
had mud trails and had to walk
to them. Today you candrive
an automobile right up to the
door.

Truly God has greatly
blessed this work inMexico. It
is when one begins to visit the
many churches of the area that
you can begin to realize theim-
portance of the seminary. In
fact, we met one pastor from
Kentucky whilein Y ucatan, and
in talking with him about the

seminary, he told us that every
preacher that he had met in the
entireareahad beento our semi-
nary. In other words, the semi-
nary has done a tremendous
work of spreading the gospel,
baptizing the converts, and or-
ganizing churches everywhere.

It isfor this reason that we
believe that the seminary must
go on. | know of no mission
work anywhere in Mexico that
has had such an impact upon the
entire country of Mexico. What
we have been writing about is
the work that has resulted from
the seminary being located in
just the state of Tabasco aone,
and beforethistheseminary was
located in Oxaca, then Puebla,
then Morelia in the State of
Michoacan and later inthecity
of Guanajuato, both in the cen-
tral sectionof Mexico,andsimi-
lar  work was begun in those
areas aso.

| want to say at this point
that this is not just the work of
Central Baptist Church of Little
Rock though it is owned and
operated by the church. There
have been many churches and
individuals throughout the
United States that have helped
in the support of this work
throughout all of these years. |
moved to Mexico in 1952, and
there are many churches that
began the support of this work
while | lived on the field, and
continued to do so up until this
past year. For thiswearedeep-
ly appreciative of your prayers
and support during these many
years.

However, aletter was sent
out from our church alittle over
a year ago, informing these
churches that support of the

(SeeMEXICO on page7)
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CHURCH...
(Continued from page 2)

come from chapter one where
John gives us a description of
the Lord in heaven. We find
here that He is referred to as
“the Son of God.” This, of
course, indicatesHisbeinginfal-
lible, so that whatever He com-
mends about this church, we
knowthatitistrue. Whatever He
criticizes about this church, we
know that also istrue.

It also says, “Who hath his
eyes like unto a flameof fire,
and hisfeet arelikefine brass.”
Youturnbackto Rev. 1:14 and
we find this same thing men-
tioned here. HiseyesrefertoHis
omni science. Heseeseverything.
Hisfeet “being like fine brass,”
refers to His strength. He is
strong.

We find that this letter is
divided into two portions. The
first part is addressed to the
church asawhole, that isverses
18-23; the last part, beginning
with verse 24 through the end of
the chapter is addressed to that
faithful remnant that isstill with-
inthechurch. Beginninginverse
19 we note the commendations
that are made of the church. We
pointed out to you that the faith-
ful in that church are growing.
They areincreasing in these six
aspects. He says, “I know thy
works, and charity, and service,
and faith, and thy patience, and
thy works, and the last to be
morethanthefirst” (Rev. 2:19).
Now these arevirtuesthat every
church should desire to have.
Thesearevirtuesthat weat Cen-
tral Baptist Church should not
only striveto have, and desireto
have, but wereally ought tohave
these virtues.

First He says, “I know thy
works.” Secondly, “charity” or
love, Thirdly, “and service.”
Thisreferstotheir ministry, their
service ministry. Then He says,
“And faith.” Next,“thy patience.”
That means their steadfastness.
And then he repeats again “thy

works.” So she is commended
because her last works are more
than her first works, for it says,
“and the last to be morethan the
first.” This church had many
things that were very admirable
about them; things that we
ought to strive to have.

Remember this, that a
church can only possess these
things as the members of that
church possessthem. You and |
together, as individuals are go-
ing to determine whether our
church hasthesequalitiesor not.
We cannot expect the church,
our church, Central Baptist
Church, to have these qualities
unless the membership of the
church possesses these quali-
ties. So when we think about
this, this in reality is taking
about the individua members
that make up the membership of
that churchin Thyatira. If we're
talking about these qualities be-
ing true of Centra Baptist
Church it would mean that these
things should be true of each
one of us as individuals.

| want us to apply this and
make it a personal test, a per-
sonal examination. TheLordtells
usthat weareto judge ourselves
(1Cor.11:28;2Cor.13:5;Gdl.6:4)
and here are some things by
which you can judge yourself.
How canyoudeterminespiritual-
ity? Well, to a certain extent,
these are quality pointsthat will
total up to whether you have
sufficient quality pointsto be a
spiritual person or not. Some
people have the impression that
spirituality istobedeterminedby
prayer, Bible reading, and by
church attendance. Now all of
theseareapart of it, but hereare
thethingsthat will helpto deter-
mineit.

He says, “I know thy
works.” The Lord knows your
works. He knows your life. He
knows what you are. He knows
everything about you, and He
knowsyour workswhether they
arefew or many. Heknowswhat
kind of works they are. Thisis

something we must alwayskeep
inmind. TheLord says, “1 know
thy works.”

NextHesays, “andcharity”
or love. The Lord knows our
love. Sometimeswecancarry on
work without love, and thiswas
thethingforwhichtheL ordcriti-
cized the church of Ephesus.
The church at Ephesus was an
ambitious church, an active
church, a working church, but
the Lord says that they were a
church that was working with-
outlove. Itispossiblefor ustobe
active, be working, be busy all
the time, and till not have this
inner love that the Lord desires
that we have, alovenot only for
Him, but a love for His people,
andthenalovefor thosewhoare
not His people, the lost or the
unsaved. It is possible for peo-
ple to be active, to be working,
and to do so, without love. So
thenwork al oneisnot ameasure
as to whether you are spiritual
or not, because here was a
group that worked in Ephesus,
but had no love. Sojust because
you're active, just because you
are working, are busy all the
time, does not necessarily mean
that you are aspiritual person.

What kind of love do you
have? Now that's where the
guestion comes. Love! What
kind of love do you have? Now
the Lord says, “| knowthyworks
,and | knowthylove.” TheLord
knows you. He knows whether
it'sdl a front. He knowswhe-
ther it’sall just show, whether it
isall sham, or whether what you
do proceedsfrom areal heart of
lovefortheL ord. Every bit of our
work ought to emanate from a
heart of love.

If we sing in the choair, the
purpose and the motivation for
our singing ought to be out of a
heart of lovefor the Lord. If we
play the piano, or the organ, our
motive ought to be out of aheart
of lovefor theLord. If wearea
deacon, an officer, a Sunday
school teacher, we ought to do
what we do motivated out of a

heart of love for the Lord. This
ought to be what prompts us,
motivates us to do what we do.
Simply to do thework and not
do it because of love is not a
symbol of spirituality. We must
show our love, not only in our
action, but in our heart as well.
We must get our heart involved
inwhat wearedoing. Thisistrue
of every aspect of church work.
It involves not only Sunday
school teaching but it involves
nursery workers, anditinvolves
any and every aspect of the
church. What ever you do for
the Lord, you ought to do it be-
cause you love the Lord Jesus
Christ.

| mentioned last week that
the church needed the yard cut,
and we had three men that came
down (maybe some others did),
and cut the yard. The motive,
even in our cutting the yard,
ought to be out of love for the
Lord. Any timeyouwork for the
Lord, anytimeyoudoservicefor
the church, it ought to be moti-
vated by a heart of love. So He
says, “l know thy works, and
charity, and service.”

Now our serviceisaminis-
try. There is a ministry that we
can perform in our love for the
Lord. Service ministry. What is
this? Sometimesit may bevisit-
ing in hospitals. Sometimes it
may bevisitinginnursinghomes.
Sometimes it may be visiting
thosewho are shut-ins. Thisisa
servicefor the Lord.

| neverwasreally acquainted
much with nursing homes until
my mother-in-law wasinanurs-
ing home. Edith, of course, went
over there every day, usualy
twice a day, and for most of
those ladies that were in there
(therewerea few menthere, but
most women outlivethemen, so
there was not as many men in
there), some of them never had
anybody ever visit them, even
fromtheirownfamily, muchless
anybody else. Now I'm not try-

(See CHURCH on page 5)
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ing to make it too pointed, but
how many of our own people
ever go to visit members of our
churchthat areinanursinghome?
We had very few members that
went to see Mrs. Fryer whileshe
wasinthenursinghome. Andyet
shewas just asfaithful, regular,
and active in her attendance of
our church, teaching and work-
ing with our Sunday school and
in our nursery, as any member
we'veever had. Y et some never
even made one single visit to
visit her in the nursing home.
WEe' ve got othersin the nursing
home just like that right now.
These are services or ministries
of lovethat we can do for those
who are the members of our
church.

| began to think, just sup-
posethat | had to beinanursing
home. | imagine it gets rather
lonesome. Who knows, maybe
some day | may be in such a
positionthat | may haveto bein
anursing home. Sometimesyou
have to be in a nursing home
because of the kind of care that
isrequired, but our motiveought
to be out of love, the love of
God’ speople. Weought todem-
onstrate our love for the Lord's
people as well.

Then He says, “1 know thy
faith.” We ought to be faithful
andweought to have“the” faith.
Now He'snot talking about sal-
vation. We know that salvation
is by faith, but as you know,
there are two kinds of faith spo-
kenof intheBible. Thereiswhat
is referred to as “saving” faith,
and then there is“the” faith.
This is what Jude wrote about
when he said “Beloved, when |
gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it
was needful for meto write unto
you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend for
the faith” (Jude 3). Now that’s
not talking about salvation but
doctrine. This is talking about

doctrine and our faithfulness
in serving the Lord.

Next he says, “and pa-
tience” or steadfastness. You
see, patience or steadfastnessis
what the Lord looks upon as
well. The Lord wants us to be
steadfast in our Christian life.
Not be one thing today and an-
other thing tomorrow, but be
steadfast, continually staying
within that realm that we ought
to be in as a Christian. It has
been said that the greatest abi-
lity that a man possesses is de-
pendability, and that's what
He' stalking about. Being stead-
fast, being dependablewherethe
Lord can count on you any time
He needs to.

Being patient and steadfast
“and thy works; and the last to
bemorethanthefirst.” Sosheis
commended because her last
works are more than her first
works. She started out, but she
didn't just taper off and gradu-
ally quit, but her last workswere
even greater than when she be-
gan. There was a steady in-
crease and a growth in her
works. The very opposite was
true of the church in Ephesus. It
worked in reverse. Thatisnotthe
way the Lord intendsit to be.
The Lord intends that we begin
small and little since we are a
babe in Christ, and aswe learn,
then we increase and grow, and
wearetoincreasein our work as
well, so that our last works
ought to be greater than our
first works.

Did you know that thisis
theway the Lord intended it to
be for each of us? You take for
example, and | mentioned this
some years ago, somebody was
talking about peopl€e’ s ahility to
servetheLord. They talked about
how when you are first saved,
that most peoplearesaved while
they are young, and while they
are not ableto do very much for
theLord. Y outakeayoungteen-
ager, there's not a lot that they
can do in church work and in
their service for the Lord. Of

course, there is much that they
can do, but you see, with school
work, and with their studies, it
takes much of their time, even
out of school hours, to study in
obtaining their education. And
really, young people, you need
to study and become well edu-
cated because the Lord can use
youtoaneven greater extent the
better that you are educated.

Then after you passthrough
that, you usually go on to col-
lege. In college you have much
time to study and to make your
grades and to prepare yourself,
it' safull-timework, beingincol-
lege and studying.

Then you have marriage
that comesalong, and the begin-
ning of afamily. Y ou havetoget
out and get ajob. Usually your
first job doesn’t pay very much,
and you have all these early ex-
pensesin setting up ahome and
in getting your family estab-
lished, buying 4l the things
necessary for a young family
with children, sothat it takes all
your time, and nearly al your
money. So again, it does not re-
aly leave alot of time that you
can servethe Lord. For ayoung
family, they haveto spend alot
of time in doing these things.

By thetimeyougettomiddie
age, your kidsarethenincollege
or high school, and of course, by
then you have finally gotten
your homeestablished. Y ouhave
your future years now laid out
and ready, but your family, your
children, aregoingtohighschool
or college, and any of you that
have had kids in school know
what kind of cost that is. So
again, that takes alot of your
time and money.

During the early times of
your work, you are preparing
yourself and getting ready. By
thetimeyoureach above50then
you begin looking toward the
timeof retirement andsoyouare
preparing for retirement. Then,
the kids are gone. You're by
yourself with just the wife. The
kids are coming over with

grandkids maybe, but did you
know that when your kidsleave
home, and they leave college,
andthey’ remarried and on their
own, it is then that you have a
large amount of time that you
can serve the Lord. And when
you do retire, you do not even
have a job that causes you to
punch aclock or putinacertain
number of hours, anditisat that
point that you have the maxi-
mumamount of timeto servethe
Lord. Itisthen that you can be
of greatest serviceto the Lord.
But what happens? We
reach that point, and we beginto
look at our retirement years as
though they were ours. We be-
gin to think that we can do
things we couldn’t do before,
and we begin to do al of these
other things, and when we are
most able to serve the Lord, we
don’thaveany timefor Him. Y et,
we havemoretimethat could be
used for the service of the Lord
than at any other time.
Usually, if you wait very
longafter retirement, your health
issuch that you cannot servethe
Lord. Y our body beginsto break
down, you cannot be as active,
so that you can't do this, you
can't do that, you can’t do the
other, and you find out that be-
cause of health, you're not able
to serve the Lord. So you see
that the time that you should
devotetothe serviceof theLord
ispretty well goingto belimited
to the timewhen your kids are
out of college and before your
health breaksdown so much that
you have to stay at home.
But what happens? In most
cases, this is the time we've
been talking about doing the
thingsand going placeswecould
not do earlier. Instead of using
what lifewehaveleft asameans
of servicetotheLord, weuseitas
ameans of what we might term
the gratification of the flesh.
Doing what we want to do and
ignoring the Lord. Thisiswhy

(See CHURCH on page 6)
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the Lord does not have more
workersfor Himtoday. Fromthe
timewe' reyoungonup, our time
is occupied in getting trained,
getting prepared, getting a job,
getting established, raising a
family, and gettingthefamily out
of the house, married, etc. and
then when we do have time to
servetheLord, wedon’t want to.
Wewant to do what we want to
do.

Now this is where this
church of Thyatira needed to
serve the Lord, and the Lord
said, “I know thy works.” This
appliestoeach of usasindividu-
als. “l know thy works, and
charity, and service, and faith,
and thy patience, and thy works;
and the last to be more than the
first.” Areyourlastworksgreater
than your first works? Some-
times we can reach the point of
middle age and beyond, and in-
stead of our last works being
greater than our first works, they
actually taper off; they become
less, and less, and less. It's not
long until whether wewant to or
not, wefindthat weareunableto
serve the Lord because of our
health.

Now brethren, it ought not
to be that way. We ought to put
our last works as a work of
growth so that when we reach
thistime, we can actually serve
theLord morethanwhat wehave
in the past. Thisiswhat he said
about this church.

But its noteworthy and
something that | think we need
tonoticeright here. Thischurch,
in spite of having the outstand-
ing virtue of love, sinceit isthe
only thing the Lord commends,
the Lord had to complain about
this church as well. Though she
maintained akind of love, some
whereaong theline shelost her
love of the truth. Now Ephesus
was commended because of
her doctrinal purity, thefact that
she would not allow false doc-

trine to be in her midst, but she
didn't have love. Here was a
church that had love, but she
grew lax because she lost her
love of the truth.

Notice, beginning in verse
20, “Notwithstanding | have a
few thingsagainst thee, because
thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to se-
duce my servantsto commit for-
nication, and to eat things sac-
rificed unto idols. And | gave
her spaceto repent of her forni-
cation; and she repented not.
Behold , I will cast her into a
bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent
of their deeds. And | will kill
her children with death; and
all the churches shall know that
| am he which searcheth the
reins and hearts. and | will
give unto every one of you ac-
cording to your works’ (Rev.
2:20-23).

This church was aworking
church, a church that was com-
mended because of her works,
her love, her service, her faith,
her patience, and the fact that
her last works were better than
her first works. And yet in the
midst of all of that, theLord says
| have somewhat against thee,
and this which He has against
them, isthat that churchallowed
false doctrine to enter into the
church.

This shows you that it is
very dangerous to go to one ex-
treme or the other. The Lord has
given us two things. There is
first of al love. Secondly, there
is doctrine. These are like two
railsof arailroadtrack. Weareto
have both love and sound doc-
trine. What we find here are ex-
ampl es of the church at Ephesus
who maintained sound doctrine
but did not maintain love, and
thechurchat Thyatirathat main-
tained love but did not maintain
sound doctrine. The Lord says
both of themarewrong. Weareto
make sure that we have both of

them. Itisjustlikeridinganauto-
mobileor train, butridingonone
wheel. TheL ordwantsusto stay
on both wheels.

Now there are churchesto-
day that make these errors.
There are some churches today
that all they talk about islove.
All they talk about is evange-
lism. All they talk about is soul-
winning. All they’ reinterestedin
is trying go out and tell the
world, welovetheworld. We're
interested in seeing the world
come to know Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Savior. Now
there’s not a thing wrong with
that.

Then on the other hand,
there are churchesthat are more
interested in making certain that
they are a doctrinally sound
church. They emphasize doc-
trine. They maintainavery close
tab on what is taught within
their church. They're ableto di-
agnose false doctrine and their
pastor and their teachers em-
phasize this so that the people
might be made aware of false
doctrine, lest they be brought
under its influence and be led
astray. Nothing is wrong with
this. Both of them need to be
practiced and need to be
preached.

A church needs to be a
church that is sound in doctrine.
We need to warn our people, we
need toinfluenceour people, we
need to point out to them the
danger of al these cults, al
these isms, dal of these false
doctrines and false heresies, as
wefind today so prevalent even
among so-called Baptist
churches. I'm talking about the
charismaticmovement withtheir
so-called divine healing, speak-
ing in tongues, and all of these
kinds of things along with their
so-called “baptism in the Holy
Ghost,” al of which are false
doctrines and are not for our
generation or time. All the cults
and the isms such as the
Moonies and their Unification
Church, or these“ JesusFreaks”,

andall of theseothers, weneedto
warn and beon guard against all
of these things. That's true.

Atthesametimeweneedto
be sure that wehavereal genu-
ine love for lost souls. We need
to show that we have real genu-
inelovefor menand women that
areal around us, that are dying
and going to hell. It does not
matter how sound you are in
doctrine, it matters not how
straight you areinyour doctrine.
Y ou can bejust as orthodox and
sound asyou can be, but of what
value is it if you don't care
whether peopledieandgotohell
or not. That is the purpose of
orthodoxy. The purpose of
soundness, the purpose of doc-
trine is to make certain that we
maintain the purity of the Word
of God so that we will have the
true and right message that will
goout andreachmenandwomen
with the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. You will never do
thisif you do not keep astraight
church. In time, false doctrine
will soon lead to afalse gospel,
asweseeherewithinthischurch
of Thyatira. Thedifficultyishere
because they allowed this false
doctrine to enter into that
church. They soon lost the pure
true gospel. They allowed false
doctrineto pervert their love, so
thattheirlovesoonwasperverted,
and it resulted in a false gospel
that would not save anybody at
all. What weneedistomakesure
that we have real love.

Let meapply thisright now.
| believe that our church is doc-
trinally sound. | believeyouwill
find that Central Baptist Church
can measure up to be as straight
and as sound on doctrine as any
churchintheworld. | believethat
with all my heart. | wish | could
say the same thing concerning
our love. Wheredo you fit? Are
you straight and are you sound
in doctrine? Fine! What about
your love?Thisiswhereour prob-
lemcomes. Thechurchat Ephesus

(See CHURCH on page 16)
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seminary was going to be dis-
continued and that their offer-
ingswould no longer be needed,
and they no longer needed to
send their offeringsto the semi-
nary. This has now all been
changed. Property has been
purchased in Mexico for the
Seminary, and it is now being
readied for the beginning of
classes in September. Though
wewill nolonger be paying rent
for a building to be used by the
seminary, we will still have the
expenses of the school. This
meansthat theofferingswill still
be needed. Though we do not
pay any salaries to pastors in
Mexico, wedo pay the full cost
of operating the seminary. This
includes paying the faculty,
utilities, and providing for the
needs of the men who enroll as
students. We provide them their
books, food, medicines and
persona needs. If they go to
begin a mission work in a new
area where there are no belie-
versasyet, weprovidethemwith
bus transportation, food, and
sufficient to spend the night.
This does not happen very of-
ten, because when a request
comesin from atown or village
for astudent from the seminary
to come and help them begin a
mission, we always tell them
that they need to provide him
with hisfood and lodging while
there, and in nearly every case
they do.

All of this has been written
in order to bring you up-to-date
with the status of the mission
work in Mexico. For our many
readers, | hope that you will
continue to pray for this work.
For the churches that have sup-
ported this work in the past, |
pray that you will be able to re-
sume your support of the work.
Wewill beginonceagain giving
regular reports of the work in
Mexico. | have asked the mem-
bers of the faculty to send us

andalso| haveaskedthemtoget
awritten report from each of the
men in the seminary that we can
trandate and use inthe maga
zine also. We may not use them
every month, but we will keep
you fully informed as to the
work in the churches, missions
and seminary in Mexico.

| want to personally thank
each of you for your prayers
on behalf of my wifeand mein
response to the request for
prayer that | made earlier this
year. God has marvelously an-
swered your prayers (and ours),
and once again the church here
voted for meto bein charge of
the mission work in Mexico as
well as continuing my work
with Challenge Press.

| would like to issue an
invitationto our readersto make
a trip to Mexico to visit the
mission work. | shall be happy
to accompany you, and | am
sure that you will never be the
same after avisit to the mission
field.

Some pastorswho have al-
ready visited the field include:
Gene Seay, now amissionary in
Alaska; Harvey Bynum,
Immanuel Baptist Church,
WEellington, KS; Elton Wilson,
formerly pastor of the Bible
Baptist Church, Clarksville, TN;
Al Locke , formerly pastor of
Lake Worth Baptist Church,
Ft. Worth, TX; Bob Ross,
Houston, TX and publisher of
the works of Spurgeon; Gary
Coleman, Lavon Drive Baptist
Church, Garland, TX; John R.
Gilpin, former editor of The
Baptist Examiner, nowwiththe
Lord; Duane Phy, First Bap-
tist Church, Clute, TX; Max
Smiley, Edgewater, TX, and
others whose names | cannot
think of at the moment, along
with many members of the Cen-
tra Baptist Church here in
Little Rock.

(See MEXICO on page 10)

In Little Rock

October 24-26, 1994

Dates have been set for
the 40th Annual Bible Confer-
ence of the Central Baptist
Churchin Little Rock. Thefirst
Bible Conference was held in
1954 with Bro. T. P. Simmons
preaching a series of messages
on “The Trail of Blood,” and
we have continued every year
since then. This year our ser-
vices will begin on Monday
evening October 24 and will
conclude with the evening
service on Wednesday, October
26.

We are not able to tell
you the exact location as to
where the conference will be
held, but negotiations are pres-
ently going on, and we hope to

be able to inform you next
month. Readers of The Baptist
Challenge know that all of the
church facilitieswere sold nearly
a year ago and therefore the
church does not have a place to
meet. Ground-breaking should
take place this month for the
new facilities, but they will not
be ready for useby thetime of
the Conference. The church is
temporarily meetingintheCom-
munity Room of the University
Mall, but this is not adequate
for our Conference, so we are
presently searching for a place
for the Conference to meet. We
hope to be able to inform you
next month asto the location of
the Conference.

Debtors Can Gamble But Not Tithe

The Clinton administration
has provoked an outcry from a
religious group by arguing that
parishionerswho arein debt and
heading for bankruptcy cannot
contribute  money to their
church.

Supportersof aé-month-old
law designedto protect worship-
ers from government interfer-
ence say the view taken by the
Justice Department in a Minne-
sota bankruptcy case under-
mines the new statute.

“The department’ sposition
isadap in the face to our reli-
gious community, and it should
not stand,” said Sen. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, the new law’'s
co-author.

At issue is an attempt by
creditors to collect the $13,500
that Bruce and Nancy Young
gave to the Crystal Evangelical
Free Church of New Hope,
Minn., in the year before they
filed for bankruptcy.

The church is appealing a
federal judge's ruling that the

money must be turned over to
the creditors. The Justice De-
partment sided with the credi-
tors, arguing that the case could
open aloopholefor criminalsto
hide their assets.

The Youngs observed the
practice of tithing, giving the
church each week 10% of the
gross earnings from their elec-
trical contracting business.

“There is no instruction in
the Scriptures (where) God says
you only give to mein the good
times,” said the Rev. Stephen
Goold, the church's pastor.
“The government is saying we
will now tell you how you
practice your biblical faith.”

A judge held in 1993 that
becausethe Y oungs got nothing
of value for the church dona-
tions, the offerings amounted to
a fraudulent transfer of their
assets.

Before filing for bank-
ruptcy, debtors can spend their

(SeeTITHE onpagel?)
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MAP Plane Found After
38 Years. The remains of the
plane that carried Nate Saint,
Jim Elliot, and three other mis-
sionaries to martyrdom in the
Ecuadorian jungle four decades
ago have been discovered. The
PiperPA-14, damaged and aban-
doned by the missionaries' at-
tackers, was discovered June
4 in a sandbar. Missionary
Aviation Fellowship (MAP)
pilot Bill Clapp retrieved a 7-
foot section of the plane, but
heavy rains forced postpone-
ment of its complete removal.
The slaughter of thefive asthey
tried to contact the Huaorani In-
dians, then known as Aucas,
made headlines worldwide in
January 1956. The men’s sacri-
fice inspired several books and
animated a generation of new
volunteers for missions in the
1950'sand 1960’ s. Thetribewas
contacted successfully 19
months later by Saint’s sister,
Rachel, and Elliot’s widow,
Elisabeth. Ten years after the
massacre, Saint's daughter,
Kathy, was baptized by two of
her father’ skillers, who had be-
come leaders in the Huaorani
church. A Huaorani translation
of theNew Testament wasgiven
to the indigenous church in
1992,

Doubt Or Assurance?One
of the great sins of our day con-
cerning evangelismispreachers
and personal workersgiving as-
surance to people who doubt.
Thereisabsolutely noversetell-
ing usto do so. It isthe ministry
of God'’ sSpirittogiveassurance

(1Jn. 5:11-13; 4:13; 3:24). One
should not believe they are
saved, they should know they
are saved.

* % %

A Horrible Dream. |
dreamed that the Lord took my
Sunday offering, and multiplied
it by ten, and this became my
weekly income. Innotimel lost
my color T.V., hadtogiveupmy
new car .... | couldn’t even make
my house payment. After
all..what can a fellow do on
$10.00 per week. (Suppose the
L ordtook your offeringand mul-
tiplied it by ten and made that
your weekly income. How much
would you make? Tithing is
more than aduty — itisagreat

privilege.

* % %

1994 SBC Mesting. Vari-
ous speakers at the Southern
Baptist Convention meeting in
Orlando, Florida, denounced
other religions, new age reli-
gions, pre-marital sex, liberal
theology, universalism, moral
relativism and abortion. Few,
however, urged that the South-
ern Baptists do anything about
the fact that more than 900
women are SBC pastorsand that
more than a thousand SBC pas-
tors and more than a million
membersof theSBCareFreema:
sons. Masonry, according to its
official writings, is a religion
which teaches that Jesus Christ
is not God and that a man must
work his own way to heaven.
Southern Baptists elected Rev.
JamesB. Henry, 56, astheir new
president , over the Rev. Red
Wolfe, 56, head of the Southern

Baptist Convention executive
committee. Bothmenclaimtobe
conservative, but Henry is
viewed as more personally con-
ciliatory. Henry has vowed to
mend fences with “conserva-
tives’ disaffected with “funda-
mentalist politics.” Wolfeisal-
lied with those who have de-
manded that SBC agency heads
and seminary presidents toe a
strict doctrinal line. The vote
was 9,876 to 8,023. — The
Christian News.

Let's Get Presidential.
Fearing that news of White-
water and sexual-harassment
charges could erode public con-
fidence in President Clinton’s
character, advisers are urging
him to watch his temper and
avoid swearing. “It's not easy,”
says one high Administration
official. “ The President usesthe
Fword alot.” —Time Magazine,
6/27/94, pg. 20.

* % %

Unborn Babies Feel Pain.
Even fetusesfeel pain, accord-
ing to preliminary evidence by
Britishresearchers. Thefindings
suggest fetuses should have
pain relief when undergoing
such invasive procedures as
blood transfusions, said Dr.
NicholasFisk, theinvestigator at
Queen Charlotte's and Chelsea
Hospital in London. [How about
an abortion?] The study will be
published in Saturday’s issue
of TheLancet, amedical journal.
The investigators studied 31
fetuses between 23 and 34
weeks of gestation that needed
to have blood withdrawn for

life saving procedures. Fifteen
fetuses had blood taken from a
liver artery. The rest had blood
taken from the umbilical cord,
whichhasnonerves. “Fiveor 10
years ago people thought new-
borns didn’t feel pain, and now
analgesiafor newbornsiswide-
spread. This is the first direct
evidence that the human fetus
may experience pain too,” Fisk
said in a telephone interview
from Jerusalem, where heis at-
tending a medical meeting. —
(AP)

Sidestepping Equal Access
Costs School $97,000. A
school boardin New Jersey will
pay nearly $100,000 in attor-
ney’s fees for trying to sidestep
the Equal AccessAct. Thecase,
Pope v. East Brunswick Board
of Education, began five years
ago and ended with avictory for
agroup of high school students
who wanted to hold a Bible
study on school property before
the beginning of the school day.
After the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in favor of students in a
similar case in 1990, Board of
Education v. Mergens, the New
Jersey school board revised its
guidelines for student groups.
The school board required all
faculty advisorsto participatein
clubs they advise, creating a
conflict with the Equal Access
Act, which prohibits teachers
from participating in or leading
Bible clubs. In April 1993, the
U.S. District Court in Newark
decided in favor of Donna Pope
and other students in the Bible
club. Rejecting the school
board' s policy, the court stated,
“One can think of few morebla-
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tant and disingenuous ways to
subvert Congressional intent.”
The school district petitioned
theU.S. Court of Appealsforthe
Third Circuit, but lost again last
December. OnMay 19, theschool
board agreed to give up the
battle and pay $97,000 for
Donna Pope’'s attorney fees.
“This case sends a loud and
clear message to school boards
nationwide,” commented Steve
McFarland, director of Chris-
tian legal Society’s Center for
Law and Religious Freedom.
“Equal Access is thelaw. This
is the third case in three years
where school districts have had
to pay large settlements because
they refusedtoobey thatlaw.” In
1991, the Buffalo School Board
paid $125,000for students' legal
costsinan equal accesscasethat
lasted four years. Currently, a
petition for over $500,000 in
attorney’ sfees hasbeen filed in
theU.S. Court of Appeal sfor the
Ninth Circuit for a seven-year
equal access case in Renton,
Washington. Donna Pope's at-
torney, CLS member Susan
Rankin, donated nearly 400hours
of her time to battling this case.
Rankin said, “I'm relieved it is
finally settled, and | hopeschool
boardswill bewiser in how they
spend the taxpayers' money in
the future.” McFarland added,
“School boards nationwide had
better get themessage soon or be
willing to give up large portions
of their budgets.”

* % %

CBS Orders New Epi-
sodes of “Christy.” “Christy”
isn't on the CBS fall television
schedule, but the network or-
dered 13 new episodes and will

use the program as a midseason
replacement, the network an-
nounced May 17. “Christy,”
based onthe CatherineMarshall
novel by the same name, has
been hailed as afamily-friendly
series, and has gained adevoted
following in the Christian com-
munity. Ratings for the debut
werehigh—fifth overall for the
week — and the program per-
formed well in ratings despite
sharp competition in its Thurs-
day evening time-slot. Starring
KellieMartininthetitleroleand
four-time Emmy winner Tyne
Daly as a Quaker missionary,
“Christy” tells the story of a
young girl in 1912 who leaves
her home in the city to become
a teacher at a mission school
in the remote mountains of East
Tennessee. Christian leaders
have praised the program for its
sympathetic handling of the
Christian faith.

* % %

AT&T Supports Homo-
sexual M ovement. Thedecision
by communicationsgiantAT& T
to beamajor sponsor of the Gay
Games|V andCultura Festival in
June in New York was no sur-
prise, saysthe American Family
Association. Corporate sponsor-
shipsfor the homosexual games
went at prices up to $250,000.
“AT&T haslongbeenaleaderin
promoting the homosexual life-
style,” said Donald E. Wildmon,
president of AFA. “ Thecompany
for years has observed Gay and
Lesbian Awareness Week and
presented ‘homophobia work-
shops' to promote homosexual-
ity to their corporate managers.
They have been giving special
corporate recognition and sup

port tothe homosexual sand em-
ployed by the company for
years.” In addition, AT&T re-
cently beganadirect mail adver-
tising campai gn seeking support
from homosexuals. The promo-
tional mail comesin alavender
envelope, contains a rainbow
colored telephone card, a letter
fromAT& T’ s Leshian, Bisexua
and Gay” employeegroup and a
brochure showing amale homo-
sexual couple. The caption on
the front of the brochure reads,
“A call for change.” Other ways
AT&T haspromoted homosexu-
ality include: the sponsorship of
the homosexual musical Falset-
tos; theuseof BrianMcNaught's
video“OnBeing Gay” toindoc-
trinate AT& T employees, and
the promotion of “comprehen-
sive” sex education programs
which advocate homosexuality.
In addition, at the National Les-
bian and Gay Journalists Asso-
ciationin1993AT& T wasamong
companiesnamedasprogressive
because of support for homo-
sexual causes. AT&T also ad-
vertised ontherecent episodeon
the CBStelevisionshow North-
ern Exposur eonwhichtwo ho-
mosexual menwere married. —
AFA Journal. [Editor’ scomment:
Because of the above, | have
changed fromAT& T toMCI ef-
fective today, August 2.]

* % %

Blasphemy L aw Backfires
In Pakistan. A recent judgment
by the High Court in Lahore de-
cided that the country’s blas-
phemy laws apply to al the
prophets of Islam, including
Jesus. Blasphemy carries the
death sentence in Pakistan. But
under the judgment, worshiping
Jesus as the son of God could

now be interpreted as commit-
ting blasphemy. The decision
was made after a bishop peti-
tioned the court to grant the
same legal protection against
blasphemy of Jesus as of
Mohammed. The bishop re-
ceived more than heaskedfor.

JusttheFacts. Liberalstell
us that severe punishment does
not deter crime. Well what arethe
facts? Look at the facts below
and decidefor yourself. Thisin-

formation is from the Los
AngelesTimes:
Singapore LosAngeles
Population:

2.75million 3.5million
Homicidesper year:

58 1,100
Rapes per year:

80 1,855
Raobberies per year:

1,008 39,227
Car thefts per year:

3,162 65,541

It appears that a return to
corporal punishment would bea
bigimprovement overincarcera-
tion.

Breyer |s Bad News For
Christians. The appointment of
Stephen Breyer to the Supreme
Court is is of great concern

(SeeWNR on page 10)
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to Christians. He, as was
President Clinton's other ap-
pointment  (Ruth  Bader
Ginsburg), is Jewish. He is a
member  of the one-world
Council on Foreign Relations.
He has carved out a rather
liberal judicial record. Friends
and colleagues say he supports
abortion rights and ruled
against the Bush adminis-
tration’s ban on abortion coun-
seling a federally funded
abortion clinics. The Home
School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation opposes Breyer’s nomi-
nation “because of hisposi-
tion onreligious freedom for
private education.” It says he
grantsvirtually no real freedom
to private schools and says he
explicitly implies it isconstitu-

tional to totally ban home
education. — CC
* k% %

SBC Conservatives Lose
Vote. Jm Henry, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Or-
lando, Florida, surprisingly de-
feated Mobile pastor Fred
Wolfe by a 55 to 45 percent
margin to become president of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Wolfe had been backed
by SBC conservative leaders,
so this ends the 15-year con-
servative resurgence in the
Convention. Though Henry is
an inerrantist, he was endorsed
by moderate-liberals such as
Russell Dilday. Henry is more
inclusive. Someone said, “Jim
Henry speaks more to the
yuppies, Southern Baptists in-
fluenced by Willow Creek”, the
trendy Chicago mega church
pastored by Bill Hybels. He
stresses  reconciliation, and
says “OK, that battle (over
the Bible) has been won. Let's
moveahead” (6/7 Indiana Bap-
tist). Henry says he will listen

convince the moderates that
they can return to the SBC. —
ac

* % *

Scientists And God. At a
1990 convention of astrono-
mers, speakers presented data
from a space-studying satellite.
Astronomer Geoffrey Burbidge
told the assembly, “The first
verse or so of the book of
Genesis seems to have been
confirmed.” Burbidge was not
claiming that the Bible was a
book of scientific date, but in
this strictly scientific meeting,
the astronomer felt free to
mention God and the Bible. A
century ago, only theologians
would have called the begin-
ning of the world the “mo-
ment of creation.” Now it is
an accepted scientificterm. The
“Big Bang” theory not only
tells us when that moment
was. the Big Bang points to
God. “Our picture is in-
complete without him,” said
physicist Edward Milne.
Wernher von Braun, apioneer
of solid-fuel rocket research,
once remarked, “The more |
study outer space, the more |
believein God.” Even the exist-
ence of life points to an intelli-
gence beyond the universe.
“The more | examine the
universe....the more evidence |
find that the universe in some
sense must have known we
were coming,” wrote physicist
Freeman Dyson. For centuries,
philosophers said that the
beauty and order in nature
prove the existence of God.
Now scientists are pointing to
the same things, and come up
with the same conclusion: The
beauty in nature, in molecules
and even (believe it or not) in
mathematics points to an artist,
an intelligence behind the
scenes. It pointsto God. There
is so much more to the earth,

ever dreamed of. That is why
the old scientific approach
wasn’'t big enough. Now scien-
tists are growing into a new
approach: one that looks at na-
ture and finds meaning; one
that looks at human beings and
sees dignity; one that looks at
the stars, and knows there is
a God.

“Radical Religious L eft”
Form Organization. A coali-
tion of religious leaders re-
cently announced the forma
tion of The Interfaith Alliance
to counter what it calls the
extremism of the “radical reli-
gious right.” The aliance be-
lieves the “groups which repre-
sent the radical religious right
pose a serious threat to toler-
ance and liberty,” said
Presbyterian Church (USA)
official  and alliance board
chairman Herbert Valentineata
July 14 news conference. “The
radical right arrogantly as
serts that itsvoice is the only
true religious voice speaking in
Americatoday.” One of the 11
directors on the aliance's
board is Foy Valentine, former
executive director of the Sou-
thern Baptist Christian Life
Commission. Theother directors
are members of mainline Pro-
testant denominations, as well
as Catholics, Jews and a
Universalist.

* % %

HomosexualsClaim Jesus
Was A Homosexual. “Rumors
of a sexual relationship be-
tween Jesus and Lazarus,
probably disturbed certain fol-
lowers. Early in the Christian
movement, some church leaders
may have felt vulnerable to the
ridicule from outsiders that
Jesus was unmanly. Regarding

heterosexuality, such as wives
and children, or even of Jesus
celibacy” says a full page
advertisement in the July 3,
1994 Boston Globe titled
“‘For Freedom Christ Has Set
UsFree —Galatians 5:1—Why
Bi-sexual, Leshian, Gay and
Cross-Sexual Friends of Jesus
Have the Freedom in Christ to
Love One Ancther” and “Save
Jesus From the Religious
Right.” This notice appears at
the end of the advertisement:
“For the video and transcript
of Sex In The Bible, along
with the recent proposa for
a Public High School Bible
Curriculum Elective for Tran-
scending Radical, Sexual and
Religious Differences please
send a check or money order
for $21 to People of the
American Way” whichisano-
torious liberal, ungodly organi-
zation which opposes true
Christianity on every hand. —
Christian News

MEXICO...
(Continued frompage7)

Forthosewhodesiretohelp
infinancingthisseminary, offer-
ings will be appreciated. You
can make your check payable
to:

Latin American Baptist
Missions
P. O Box 25848
LittleRock, AR 72211-5848

We will have a further
report of thetrip to Mexico next
month, asBro. Joneskept aday-
by-day journa of the trip, and
we hope to have it ready to
print next month.

Once again | want to thank
each of you for your prayers
both for me and the work in
Mexico, and we hope to con-
tinue the operation of the semi-
nary until the Lord returns.
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100 Principles For Teens
(AndOthers)

By Glenn Armstrong, Pastor
CalvaryBaptist Church
Rochester, Minnesota

| want to befriend al the
junior- and senior-high young
people of my church. | wantto
be a pastor who never loses
touch with his youth.

Thanks, young people, for
letting mebeyour pastor. | want
to share some principles | have
found valuableinlife. | am cer-
tain youwill find them priceless
if you practice them.

1. Quitters never win, and
winners never quit.

2. No one has the right to
create messes that others must
clean up.

3.If you opened the door
— you closeit. If you dropped
something — you pick it up. If
you turned it on— youturnit
off.

4. No oneisresponsiblefor
your failures but you yourself.

5. Growing up is hard, but
staying young is stupid.

6. Bad behavior isasign of
childishness.

7.1t is hard tolearn with
your mouth open. In other
words, don’t talk all thetime —
listen too!

8. Growth implies change,
and you will need to change
constantly if you are to im-
prove. When you are through
changing, you are through.

9. Be smart enough to go
against the flow.

10. Holy living is the only
really happy living.

11. It iseasier to go down-
hill than up, so don't let
“duds’ influence your life.

12. Never abuse people;
never use people.

13. Be honest even when
being dishonest seems easier.

14.Don’t let failures getyou

down — the most successful
people have failed more than
you will fail.

15. Learn by observation
and explanation. Not every-
thing should be learned by
experience.

16. Smoking, drinking and
taking drugs make people smell
bad, act dumb and lose self-re-
spect. Besides, they cost more
than you can afford, and they
ruin your health.

17. Find good role models
(people you would desire to be
like) and pattern yourself after
them.

18. Don't believe what you
see on TV. Some people are
happily married, and they do
love their children.

19. Work hard. If possible,
do the work you enjoy.

20. Pay your own way in
life. No one owes you more
than an opportunity.

21. Parentsareimperfect—
they had to learn on their chil-
dren. You will find that you are
also imperfect.

22. Enjoy life, love people,
be happy. Possessions will not
bring more than moments of
pleasure.

23. Don't think everyone
else is better or more beautiful.
You have great possihilities.

24. Everyoneisdefectivein
some area; and everyone else
also feels inadequate.

25. Rude is crude.

26. Taktoyour parentsand
get to know older people.

27. Study and read — a
whileworld of excitinginforma-
tion is waiting for you in
books.

28. Look at the stars, and

don't let anyone tell you that
stars just happened to happen.
Nothing can ever equa every-
thing, even if you give it long
periodsof time. Zeromultiplied
by any number till remains
zero.

29. Invest in your own
potential.

30. Find someone to help.

31. Faling in loveisa
complicated activity. Don'tlet
it happen too early in life. Wait
for some maturity.

32. God uses people who
get up and go again.

33. Pray for wisdom—God
gives it with no strings at-
tached.

34. Beyourself — you are
unique.

35. Finish every job you
start. Work half done iswork
for some other one.

36. Bedifferentwithout be-
ing odd. In fact, there is
nothing different about being
odd.

37.Chrigtianvirtuesarestill
vdid.

38.TheBibleandprayerare
for youth as well as adults.

39. Pay attention in church.

40.Be on timeall thetime.

41. Makegood useof time.
People who excel have the
exact same amount of timeyou
have. No one has more minutes
in an hour, hoursin a day or
days in a week than you have.
You can't carry time into
tomorrow — you can carry
work into another day.

42. Goodmannersarenever
out of date.

43.Bepatient. Ittakestime
to turn a mulberry leaf into
slk.

44. Never liveaday without
goals(what youwant to accom-
plish) and game plans (how you
plan to get it accomplished).

45. Progress is direction,
not speed. Y ou never get ahead
going in the wrong direction.
However, even aturtle will
eventually get to the right
placeif it is headed in the right

direction.

46. Practicewill never equal
inspiration.

47.Document your achieve-
ments. Thisactivity initself isa
reward. Learning by reward is
an effective tool in human be-
havior.

48. Know where you are
going before you start.

49. Learn to see the whole
picture. Few do. Most see only
parts of life, jobs, the future,
and so forth.

50. Train your mind to
work on many things at the
same time. Much of life will
pass you by if you are a one-
action person.

51. Be sure of the certainty
and severity of punishment for
wrong, if not in this life then
surely in eternity.

52. Hell isno placeto spend
time with your buddies.

53. Replace “if only” with
“next time.”

54. Never mistakeamoment
in your life as the measure of
your life.

55. Everything needs en-
thusiasm.

56. Don’t work for money.
Work for the good things you
can do with money.

57. Giveattention to details
and training, and work for
quality.

58. Help the hurting.

59. The majority is not al-
ways right — they crucified
Christ!

60. Learntolove. Lovingis
an art, not a science. Art has
neither fixed laws nor guaran-
tees.

61. Life lived in the fast
lane is always dangerous.

62. Every week save some
of what you earn. It is impos-
sible to spend yourself into
prosperity.

63. It is impossible to get
ahead on borrowed money. Our
government, which prints the
money, has proved this fact.

(SeeTEENSoNnpage12)
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TEENS... 84.You must learntofor- TITHE... “Expert-itis’
(Continued frompage 11) give everyone for everything (Continued frompage7)

64. Learn to communicate.
Those who communicate have
the edge in life.

65. Hate error and love
truth. Learn which is which.

66. God isnever toobusy to
listen to you.

67. You can never live
down a rumor — you can only
live above it.

68. A bulldog can whip a
skunk, but the victory is not
worth the battle.

69. Absolute privacy pro-
motes absolute intimacy.

70. There are some places
you should not be and some
people you should not be
with, or you will get into
trouble.

71.Learntosay noinaway
that no one misunderstands it
as maybe.

72.God canmakeabeatiful
articleout of broken pieces— if
you give Him all the pieces.

73. It is never right to do
wrong.

74.Y ou can get knowledge
fromcollege, but wisdom comes
from God.

75. Implying a wrong idea
is telling a lie.

76. Gossip is cheap. The
only thing cheaper is the one
who gossips.

77. When God helpsyou,
He expects you to help others.

78. Thedesiresof your heart
can often end in disappoint-
ments.

79. lvory soap floats be-
cause of a manufacturing fail-
ure. Learn to turn your failures
into successes.

80.Y ourlifeawaysinteracts
with more people than you
redize.

81.Lifeisprecious—handle
it with prayer.

82. An empty mind and too
muchfreetimewill befilledwith
worthless things.

83. You are worth alot —
Christwaswillingtodieforyoul

that ever happened to you, or

happiness will aways elude
you.

85. Character isdoing right
by reflex.

86. Leadershipistaking the
right step in the right direction
before others.

87. You will succeed when
you refuse to fail.

88. If you follow the Lord,
He will make a way out of no
way.
89. The height of a build-
ing is determined by the
depth of its foundation. This
principle is also true of peo-
ple

90. Failure always has a
definable cause.

91. Christ came to do the
Father’s will. Doing His will is
also our total job in life.

92. Satan has two lies with
which he defeated Adam and
Eve, the perfect couple: God
will withhold something good
from you. He will give youthe
wrong mate.

93.God swill isthreethings:
It is good for you. Itisperfect
in itself. It alone isacceptable
to God.

94. The fruit of tomorrow
must be planted today.

95. The major goal of life
must be to lead othersto alife-
changing experience by bring-
ing them to Christ and the
Cross.

96. Y ou never need to pray
about what God forbids.

97. You will never find the
will of God for your life by
seeking; you will find it only
by surrendering to the Lord.

98. If you try, you will
sometimes fail — but keep try-
ing.

99. Beware of the instant
expert.

100. God's greatest chal-
lenge was not creation; it is
attempting to make us like
Christ.

— TheBaptist Bulletin

money on anything as long as
they get something of valuefor
it. To prevent people from
hiding their assets, the bank-
ruptcy code allows creditors to
seize any money that debtors
have given away.

“The debtor isfreeto spend
his money however he wants,
even on frivolous consumption
... traveling, booze, gambling
and prostitution, as long as he
isn't giving it away,” said Dou-
glas Laycock, a First Amend-
ment scholar at the University
of Texas.

“If he can gambleit away,
he ought to be ableto giveitto
his church.”

The church appealed to
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, claiming that the
Youngs offerings were pro-
tected under the new Religious
Freedom Restoration Act.

The law says government
must have a “compelling inter-
est” to interfere with religious
practices, a test used by the
Supreme Court until 1990.

Clinton, who signed the
measure into law with great
fanfare last fall, said it would
hold the government “to a
very high level of proof.”

I ncompleteBaptism
"Once, | knew aBaptist,
He had a pious|ook,

He had been totally immersed--
Except hispocketbook.

Heput anickel in the plate,
And then with might and main,

Hed sing, 'When we asunder
part,

It givesmeinward pain'"

The operator in creation is
Christ and the operator in re-
creationistheHoly Spirit.

Among the afflictions of
the race today, few, if any,can
be more tragic than “Expert-
itis.”

The Expert isavery ordi-
nary man away from home —
usualy very ordinary.

“Expert-itis” isborn of lazi-
ness and bigotry and is worse
than the “seven year itch.”
“Seven year itch” afflicts the
body, while" expert-itis’ afflicts
the mind and the hear — and
then levies a tribute upon the
masses.

“Expert-itis’ isafull exem-
plification of non-sense. The
world would indeed be better
off if all experts wereconfined
in a mechanized infirmary and
there refrigerated with theirown
egotism, thereby helping their
few but fevered brain cells to
cool off. The expert has two
major qualifications, to-wit: He
islong on talk and spendingthe
other fellow’ smoney, and short
on old-fashioned horse sense
and moderation.

Religion, education, and
government iswoefully afflicted
with “expert-itis’ today.
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BAPTISTS... mouth but cannot speak, eyes Thefirstwasunder Emperor  and hung by the hair of her head.
(Continued from page 1) but cannot see, ears but cannot  Neroin 64 A.D. Thesecondun-  Later alarge stone was fastened

drin Council to be interrogated
concerning his faith. And when
Stephen declared that Jesus
wasL ord, theJust One, they cried
out with a loud voice, stopped
their ears, ranupon him, and cast
him out of the city, and stoned
Stephen calling upon the name
of God saying, “Lord Jesus re-
ceivemy spirit.” | likewhat Tho-
mas Armitage, the great Baptist
historian, said. He said, “When
Jesus looked down and saw
Stephen suffering and heard his
cry ... itwasthen He arose from
His throne ... and the Master's
armswelcomed the first Baptist
deacon safely acrossthe vale of
death.” Our Baptist forefathers
shed their blood declaring Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father.

First they suffered at the
hands of the Jews, then they
suffered persecution at the
hands of the pagans. You see
when the first church at Jerusa-
lem was persecuted and scat-
tered abroad they went every-
where preaching Jesus is Lord.
They went al over the entire
Roman EmpireestablishingNew
Testament Baptist churches.
And as those churches began to
prosper and grow the heathen
temples began to empty and di-
minish. Thepagan priestbecame
jealous. They could not under-
stand those Christians who
worshiped a God without any
idols.

See the pagans needed
idolsin their worship. They had
an idol for everything. So they
could not understand the Chris-
tianswho had no idols and wor-
shiped God. So those pagans
called the Christians atheists.
They have no idals; they have
no god to bow down to. Chris-
tians didn’t have idols because
they didn’t worship something
made by a man’'s hands. We
don’'t worship idols. We don't
worship something that has a

hear, noses but cannot smell,
hands but cannot feel, and feet
but cannot walk. We worship
the living resurrected Savior.
WeworshipHiminspiritandin
truth.

| servearisen Savior.
He'sin the world today.
| know that Heisliving,
Whatever men may say.
| see Hishand of mercy,
| hear Hisvoice of cheer.
Andjust thetime |l need Him,
He' salways near.

Helives. Helives.
Christ Jesus lives today!
Hewalkswithme
And talkswith me
Along life' snarrow way.
Helives. Helives,
Salvationtoimpart.

Y ou ask mehow | know
Helives?
Heliveswithin my heart!

Not only did our Baptist
forefatherssuffer at the hands of
the Jews and the pagans, but
they aso suffered tremendous
persecution at the hand of the
Roman Emperors. When the
Roman government ruled the
knownworldthe Roman Emper-
orswere considered the Pontiffs
over al religionsunder their do-
main. Theemperorsal so consid-
ered themselves to be deity and
gods. The people under the Ro-
man government were required
to burn incense on public altars
totheRoman Emperorsasrecog-
nition of their deity. But our
Baptist forefathers refused to
burn incense on those public al-
tars. They had only one Lord
whomthey worshiped. They had
only one Lord to whom they
would bend their knee to. He
was not Caesar. He was the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

der Emperor Domitianin85A.D.
Thethird under Emperor Trajan
in 108 A.D. The fourth under
Emperor MarcusAureliusin 163
A.D. The fifth under Emperor
Semptimus Severusin 200 A.D.
The sixth under Emperor
Maximinusin235A.D. Thesev-
enth under Emperor Decius in
249 A.D. The eighth under Em-
peror Vaerianin 257 A.D. The
ninthunder Emperor Aurelianin
270 A.D. and the tenth under
Emperor Diocletianin303A.D.

During that nearly 300
years of persecution Baptists
were driven from the cities
where they lived. The places
wherethey assembled werecon-
fiscated. Their Bibles and writ-
ingswereburned. Thenthey were
dragged from the dens and
caves of hiding. And they were
tossed into the amphitheaters
to betorn apart by wild and rav-
enous beasts. They were burned
with hot irons. And they were
also set on fire while yet aive.
Hundreds of thousands of
Baptist Christians shed their
blood proclaiming that Jesus is
the only Lord to whom they
would bend their knee.

Let me give you several
records of our Baptist fore-
fatherswho died under thethird
persecution that came under
Emperor Trajan in 108 A.D.
There was Phacas, the pastor of
Pontus, whorefusingtosacrifice
toNeptunewascastintoburning
lime and then thrown into a
scaldingbathwherehedied. The
pastor of Antioch, Ignatius, was
cruelly scourged. Then splinters
that had been dipped in oil were
stuck into his sides and set on
fire. Hisfleshwasmangled with
pinchers and then his body was
thrown to the wild beasts. A
widow named Symphorosa and
her seven sonswerecommanded
to offer sacrificesto the heathen
godsby Trajan. Refusingtoobey
she was carried to the templ e of
Herculeswhereshewasscourged

to her neck and she was thrown
intoariver. Her seven sonswere
also martyred with her.

When two brothers by the
name of Faustines and Jovito
were being tormented for their
faith, a heathen man named
Coloceriuswasstruck withadmi-
ration at their patiencein suffer-
ing and he exclaimed, “ Great is
the God of the Christians!” Im-
mediately that heathen man was
put to death with Faustines and
Jovito. Our Baptist forefathers
died proclaming that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father.

“Am | asoldier of the cross,
A follower of theLamb?

And shall | fear towin his
cause

Or blush to speak His name?

Must | be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease?
While others fought to win the
prize
And sailed through bloody
seas?

Godforbidthat Baptistslivingin
the 1990’ swould be ashamed to
declarethat Jesus ChristisLord
to the glory of God the Father.

I’'msogladthat backin1970
my path crossed with a Senior
Master Sergeant in the Air
Forcewho happenedtobeaBap-
tist. He stood in the line of his
Baptist forefathersin proclaim-
ing that Jesus Christ is Lord to
the glory of God the Father.
When my roommate heard that |
washeingtransferredtotheCom-
mand Post where SMSgt.
Campoamor worked, he said,
“Jim, | want you to check out
Sergeant Campoamor. He' sfrom
my home town. He's been on
basenow for several monthsand
I’ dliketo meet this Sergeant but

(See BAPTISTS onpage14)
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BAPTISTS... desk, and say, “Jim, Praise the “Jim, that's al | did nineyears ashamed to declare that Jesus
(Continued from page 13) Lord, for another day to serve ago.” | said, Sergeant Christis Lord to the glory of

I've heard he is a religious
fanatic. So Jim, when you report
for duty check him out and let
me know what heislike. If you
say he's okay, then I'll intro-
duce myself to him.” | said,
“SureLouieg, I'll do that foryou.”
| remember the first day
walkingtothe Command Post. It
was a restricted area and you
had to have a top secret clear-
anceto get in there. | remember
buzzingthedoor withatwo-way
mirror then being buzzed in and
shown back to where SMSgt.
Campoamor’ sofficewas. | stood
in front of his desk, clicked my
heels, saluted, and said, “ Airman
Velazquez reporting for duty,
sir.” And he said, “Praise the
Lord, Airman Velazquez.”

Y ou know up to that time |
had never heard a Sergeant say
“Praise the Lord.” | had heard
Sergeants say a lot of thingsin
the military but they never said,
“Praisethe Lord.” Hislanguage
was alittle bit different. But he
wasn't ashamed to declare that
JesuswasLord. Hesaid, “Jim, |
want you to know up front, | am
aborn-again, saved Christian. |
have been saved for nine years,
and it has been the best nine
yearsof mylife. Nowyoufollow
me. | want to introduce you to
the rest of the men on our team
on the staff. And he proceeded
to introduce me to the rest of
the men in the Command Post.

That night back at the bar-
racks Louie came by and said,
“Well Jim, tell me what's Ser-
geant Compoamor like?’ | said,
“Louie, he'sareligious fanatic.
But Louie, you want to know
something, | like Sergeant
Campoamor. There' sjust some-
thing about him | like!” Every-
body inthe Command Post liked
Sergeant Campoamor.

Every day in the morning
when Sergeant Campoamor
walked into the office he' d take
off hismilitary cap, tossitonthe

Him.” Sergeant Campoamor was
not ashamed to declare that
Jesus ChristisLord to the glory
of God the Father. And because
he wasn't ashamed one day, |
said to him, “Sergeant
Campoamor | have been work-
ing with you now for acoupleof
months. | know you are a real
Christian. There's no doubt in
my mind about that. | have been
raised a Catholic all my life;
sprinkled as a little baby, and |
cal mysef a Christian. But |
know I'm not aChristian like
you, but | want to have what
you have.”

He said, “Well, James do
youknow that youareasinner?’
| said,“Yessir,| knowthatl’'ma
sinner.” Hesaid,“ Doyoubelieve
inthe Lord Jesus Christ that He
came to be the Savior; that He
cameto die onthecrossfor your
sins?” | said, “Sergeant
Campoamor, growing up the
Nuns told us in catechism He
died for the sins of the whole
world.” He said, “Yes, Jim, He
did. But do you believewhat He
suffered on that cross He suf-
fered for your sins?’ | sad,
“ Sergeant Campoamor, if Jesus
came to die for the sins of the
whole world then | believe that
what He suffered on the cross
He suffered for me.” He said,
“Jim, it's not enough to know
that you are a sinner. It's not
enoughtoknow that JesusChrist
cameto bethe Savior. Y ou have
to cal upon the name of the
Lord, tell theLordyouknowyou
areasinner, andreceive Him by
faith into your heart and life.
When you do that you'll be a
Christianjustlikeme.”

| said, Sergeant Campoamor,
is that al there is to do? Isn't
there anymore? (Understand |
was Catholic and was taught
there were seven sacraments to
obtaining the grace of salvation,
but herewasamantellingmeall
the grace | needed for salvation
was in Jesus Christ.) He said,

Campoamor, thank you for tell-
ing me what you told me.”

| wrestled with what he had
told me for three days. Finally
onaMonday night | went to the
day roomin our barracks where
all theenlisted menwerewatch-
ing the preliminary football
game commentatorson TV . But
| couldn’t concentrateon TV be-
causetherewasastrugglegoing
on within my soul. | wastelling
myself “What Sergeant
Campoamor told me is right. |
needto dothat. | needtoreceive
Jesus Christ as my Lord. I've
never done that.” And then I’d
tell mysdf, “Jm, you know
you're too young. You're only
22 yearsold. Why don’t you just
wait until you're older and you
get married and have a family,
thenthat will bethetimeto settle
down and do that.” But my con-
science said, “No, you ought to
dothat now.” | wrestledwiththat
andfinally | just told myself, “1f
I'm ever goingtodothat it will
be tonight or I'll never doit.”

Then| got up out of my seat
intheday roomandwalkeddown
the hallway of the barracksto
my room. | walkedintomy room
and knelt at the side of my bunk
bed and there | called upon the
name of the Lord. | said, “Dear
God, you know me, you know
everything about me. Y ou know
every sinl’veever committedin
my entire life. There is nothing
hidfromyou. Butl amheretotell
you tonight, that | believe in
your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
| believewhat Hesuffered onthe
cross He suffered for me. | be-
lieve that Herose again and that
Heis seated at the right hand of
the throne on high. And the best
way | know how, tonight, dear
God, | want to ask Jesus to
come into my heart and life.”

| want you to know that
heaven came down and glory
filled my soul that night! Why?
Because there was a Senior
Master Sergeant who wasn't

God the Father. We need to do
the samein the placeswherewe
work, inthecommunitieswhere
welive, inthepublic schoolsour
children goto. Whenwegointo
restaurants we ought to bow our
heads and pray in thanksgiving
over the meal declaring Jesusis
Lord.

O that with yonder sacred
throng
Weat Hisfeet would fall.
And join the everlasting song,
AndcrownHimLordof all.
And join the everlasting song,
AndcrownHimLordof all.

Y es, there are some things
our Baptist forefathers shed
their blood for. They shed their
blood resisting sin. They shed
their blood declaring Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father. Then they shed
their blood for the keeping of
the ordinances as they were
delivered unto them.

You see a strange thing
happened during those ten ma-
jor Roman persecutions of Bap-
tists. The more Baptists were
martyred and their blood shed,
the more others would believe
and take their place. And thus
the saying came about “The
blood of the martyrsisthe seed
of the church.”

Then in 306 A.D.
Constantinethegreat cameto be
Emperor of the Roman Empire
and his reign marks one of the
infamous turning points of
Church History. On the eve of
one of Constantine's battles to
establish himself asthe Emperor
of Rome, heclaimsto have seen
a flaming cross in the sky, and
aboveit thewords, “Inthissign
conquer.” Constantine went on
to win the battle of Milan. Then
wanting to unite his divided
kingdom, asapolitical move, he

(See BAPTISTS on page15)
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BAPTISTS...
(Continued from page 14)

ordered the stopping of Chris-
tian persecution. Then in 313
A.D. Emperor Constantinecalled
for al the churches to come to-
gether in a council where they
would receive the favor of the
Roman Empire and he would
declare himself as the Pontiff,
head of all the churches in the
Roman Empire.

Many churches went to the
Council of Nice, but | want you
to know that our Baptist fore-
fathersdid not go. They resisted
unto blood. There was only one
head over their churches and
that was the Lord Jesus Christ
and not Caesar.

The erring churches that
went aong with Constantine
were already apostate and were
teaching the error of baptismal
regeneration. Thisiswhy, when
Constantinetook ontheir Chris-
tianity he wasnot baptized im-
mediately. He waited until he
was on his death bed to be bap-
tized. He reasoned, if baptism
washes away one's sins then |
will wait until I'm on my death
bed, for if | am baptized now,
what shall becomeof all my sins
after I'm baptized. But | want
you to know that our Baptist
forefathers took a stand against
the erroneous teaching of Bap-
tismal regeneration. They said,
no, salvationisnot inthe baptis-
mal water, salvation is in the
blood of theLord Jesus Christ.

Timewouldfail metotell of
the countless thousands of our
Baptist forefathers that were
chained hand-to-hand and foot-
to-foot then cast into therivers
to be drowned for their position
on Baptism alone, because they
held that they would only re-
ceive a proper candidate — the
person had to be saved.

They held the position that
they would only receive a
proper mode. They had to be
totally immersed. They held the
position that they would only

receive a proper purpose for
baptism. It wasanidentification
withtheLord of glory. And then
they held the position that they
would only receivethosefroma
proper authority. They did not
accept the baptisms from erring
churches. When those from err-
ing churches cameto them, they
made surethey were saved, then
they baptized them right. They
took a stand for theordinances.
Not only did they take a
stand for baptism but they took
a stand for the Lord's table.
Our Baptist forefathers be-
lieved in arestricted table. It
was restricted first of all to the
participants. They had to be
members of the local New
Testament Baptist church that
wasobservingthe Supper. [twas
restricted as to the elements. It
was to be unleavened bread and
the fruit of the vine. It was re-
stricted astoit’ spurpose. There
Was Nno saving grace or merit in
the partaking of the Lord’ s Sup-
per. Itisamemoria tothedeath
of our Lord and Savior that was
to be kept until He comes again.
Our Baptist forefathers took a
stand for the Lord's Table.
Those churches that came
under Constantine's rule and
received the Roman Empire's
favor becamethe Roman Catho-
lic church. In 1200 A.D. those
churches began to teach that
when the priest said the mass,
the wine they used became the
literal blood of Christ, and the
bread that was used turnedin-
totheliteral body of Christ. That
is called transubstantiation. But
our Baptist forefathers took a
stand against that teaching.
Let metell you the story of
Ann Askew. Ann Askew was a
young, pretty, Baptist girl who
was arrested and brought into
court because she rejected the
Roman Mass. She would not
take it as thepriest tried to tell
her that he had transformed the
bread into the body of Christ.
And because she regjected it,
they condemned her to be

burned at the stake. The Lord
Mayor having chastised her,
had the faggots lighted and said
to Ann Askew, “Deniest thou
the sacred elements of the
Mass?’ Shesaid, “Y ea, my lord,
that | do deny. For | read in my
Biblewhere God mademan, but |
have never yet read where man
made God.” And Ann Askew
was burned at the stake along
with her friend Ann Boucher.
Our Baptist forefathers took a
stand for the ordinances as they
were once and for al delivered
unto the church.

Yes, it would be good for
usto remember our Baptist fore-
fathersshedtheir bloodresisting
sin. They shed their blood de-
claring JesusisLord. They shed
their blood in keeping the ordi-
nances as they were delivered
unto them. And they shed their
bloodfor theWord of God! They
resisted unto blood for the King
JamesBible1611.

Ohhow my heartwasthrilled
backin 1984whenwehad Jewel|
Smith come to our church and
hold a Bible Heritage Confer-
ence. There he had on display
parchments, manuscripts and
first editions of Biblesthat led
uptotheKing JamesBible. And
there he had the 1611 King
JamesBible. Hehad hundredsof
Biblesthere. How it thrilled my
heart to hear how our Baptist
forefathers shed their blood for
theBiblethey heldintheir hands.
Oh, how we ought to cherish the
Word of God that we hold inour
hands tonight. “Oh, Book of
ages, how | love thy pages.
Scented by thelife and blood of
Baptist down through theages!”

Don't ever tell methere'sa
better trandation. Listen, I've
done my study, I’'ve done my
homework. I've searched the
Scriptures. |’ vesearchedthrough
history and searching history, |
have found that there are two
lines of trandations. just like
there have been two lines of
churches.

You see Satan has aways

had his counterfeits. He has had
his counterfeit churches, his
counterfeit gospel, his counter-
feit preachers, and his counter-
feit Bibles. Thereweretwolines
of scripture manuscripts that
came down through history. |
want you to know that it wasthe
Textus Receptus, the Received
Text, theMagjority Text, theTra
ditional Text that our Baptist
forefathers shed their blood for.
Those are the texts that gave us
thisBible, theKingJamesBible,
1611. That other text, the
Siniaticus and the Vaticanus
cameout of another line. We've
traced them back to the apostate
school of Alexandria. There
Tatian, Clement, and Origen,
those apostate preachers, tam-
pered with the Word of God and
it was these Bibles Constantine
embracedfortheRomanEmpire.
TheTraditional Textwasburned
when it was found. So the
SiniaticusandtheVaticanuswere
preserved by the apostates and
by the Roman Emperor. These
and modern Bible transations
have been tampered with and
corrupted by men. But the Bible
we hold in our hands, the King
James Bible, is the preserved
Word of God our Baptist forefa-
thers shed their blood for.

How many haveheard Jewell
Smith preach on all the Baptists
that shed their blood just in
Smith’s field alone? Why? Be-
cause they dared to read the Bi-
bleintheirassemblies; they dared
to read the Biblein their homes.
WhenBloody Mary haddeclared
that theonly onesthat couldread
the Bible were the priests of the
Roman Catholic Church, Bap-
tists resisted unto blood.

Oh, how we need to spend
moretimeintheWordof God, Oh,
how we asBaptists, livinginthe
1990’ sneedtoremember that our
Baptist forefathers shed their
blood resisting sin, shed their
blood declaring Jesus is Lord,
shed their blood keeping the or-
dinances, and shed their blood
for the Word of God.
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FELLOWSHIPS

and

CONFERENCES

WILMINGTON, OH

August 26-27, 1994,
WilmingtonBaptist Temple, 2873
S.R. 68, South, Wilmington, OH
45177,D.M. Ferrell, Pastor.

* % %

LIBERAL, KS

September 19-21, 1994, Fel-
lowship Baptist church, 216 W.
Wilson, Liberal,KS67901,L.K.
Landis, Pastor.

* % %

SIOUX FALLS, SD

October 3-5, 1994, Empire
Baptist Temple, 412 S.Hawthorne
Ave,, Soux Falls, SD 57104, Ron
Tottingham, Pastor.

* % %

FORT WORTH, TX

October 3-5, 1994, Lake
Worth Baptist Church, 4445
Hodgkins Rd., Ft. Worth, TX
76135-2136, Jerry L ocke, Pastor.

* % %

ROSEVILLE, CA

October 13-16, 1994, Land-
mark Missionary Baptist Church,
7150 Wildwood Pl., Roseville,
CA 95746, Rick Perdue, Pastor.

* % %

ELGIN,IL

October 10-12, 1994, First
Missionary Baptist Church, 385
Silver St., Elgin, IL 60123, Terry
Wilson, Pastor.

LITTLEROCK,AR

October 24-26,1994, Centra
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 25848,
Little Rock, AR 72221, B.
Lawrence Jones, Pastor.

* % %

CINCINNATI, OH

November 8-10, 1994, Cen-
tral Baptist Church, 7645Winton
Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45224, James
W. Love, Pastor

* % %

WESTCLIFFE,CO

January 24-27, 1995, “Re-
treat In the Rockies’, Wetmore
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 84,
Wetmore, CO 81253, (719) 284-
4197, BrianWithrow, Pastor.

* % %

LUDLOW, KY

March 27-30, 1995, Beth-
lehemBaptist Temple, 316 Adela
Ave,, Ludlow, KY 41016, Bill
Miller, Pastor.

We shall be happy to list the
dates of fellowship meetings of inde-

pendent Baptist churches throughout
the country. Please send the dates far

enough in advance.

CHURCH....
(Continued from page 6)

was straight and sound on doc-
trine, but she left her first love.
Thechurchat Thyatirahadlove,
but they allowedfal sedoctrineto
enter in. Which oneistheworst?
| don’'t really know. They both
are bad. You see, the result is,
neither oneisgoingtowinsouls.
The church at Ephesus may
have been straight in doctrine,
but they didn’t have the love to
goout andwinsouls. Thechurch
at Thyatira may have the love,
but they allowed the false doc-
trine to come in, so that when
they did go out, and when they

did get them to come to church,
they presented to them a false
gospdl. The end result was the
same. Thisiswhy weneedto see
that we have both doctrine and
love.

Where do you fit? | think
that we are doctrinally straight,
but | feel that our lovehasgrown
cold. | feel that we haveteachers
in our Sunday school, we have
deacons, officers, Sunday school
Superintendents, we have offi-
cialsin our church, and then we
have those that we might just
say are members of our church,
that have no love for their
classes, or for the people that
they are to be witnessing to.
Where is our love?

TheLord commendedlove.
That'sgood. If wedon't haveit,
we need to gototheLord and
ask Godtogiveittous. Weneed
to love lost sinners. We need to
loveour fellow churchmembers.
We need to love the Lord, and
thisiswhereit begins, only | put
itinreverseorder. Itbegins, first
of all with our loving the Lord.
Then we will love our fellow
churchmembersandwewill love
those who are the lost, the un-
saved. Y ou see, theway youwin
lost people to the Lord is by
loving them to the Lord. You
don’tdrivethem. Y oudon’tforce
them. You don’t compel them,
but you love them to the Lord.
That’s how you win lost people
to the Lord. You do it by love.
They believe you redly love
them, and they listen and re-
spond, they pay attention to
what you say.

How about those that you
teach in your class, or in your
department. Do they see your
love? Do they believe that you
love them? They should. You
ought to love each member of
your class so much that if some-
body is absent you wonder
wherethey are, and you call and
find out. That's how love is
demonstrated.

I'll giveyou an example. If
you've got a boy or a girl that

normally callsyouonyour phone
every day, and al of a sudden
they don't call you, you call
themto find if somebody issick
or if something happened. Last
nightwegot aphonecall after we
got home. We passed Maurice
and Ellen. We were going this
way and they were going that
way. | was driving Edith’'s car
instead of mine, and they called
to see if something was wrong,
because we weren’t in the right
car and we were out of our area
moreor less. They calledtofind
out if anything waswrong. This
istheway you dowhenyoulove
somebody. Y ou careabout them.
Somebody doesn’'t show up for
church, you call to find out
“Where are you? What's hap-
pened?”’

This church in Ephesus
had doctrine but no love. The
church at Thyatira had love but
no doctrine. We need to have
both. Do you? If not, let'sgo to
the Lord and ask God to give us
that kind of love that we need.
Let's ask God that Hewill help
us to be the kind of achurch
that we ought to be.




