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The Need For A Mother Church

By Ronnie Wolfe

We will consider thistopic
infour sectionswith thefollow-
ing titles: A Church Enclosed,
A Church Fragmented, A
Church Estranged, A Church
Extended.

A Church Enclosed

“A garden inclosed is my
sister, my spouse” (Sof S4:12).

The Lord' schurchisadis
tinct and separate organization
from any other ontheearth. The
local churchisnot simply afrac-
tion or a part of a larger and
similar organization. She is
loved by God, Christ, and the
Holy Spirit. God purchased the
church (local concept) with His
own blood (Acts 20:28). Jesus
Christ delegated authority to
His church (Mt. 28:18-20). The
Holy Spirit approved thechurch
(local concept) on the Day of
Pentecost (Acts1:5; 2:1-3).

Aswethink of thechurch’s
being a distinct organization
unlikeany other intheworld, let
us consider briefly her authority
by example.

Example#1: InActschap-
ter 6 we read of a problem
arising in the church regarding
the “daily ministration.” The
church exercised her distinct au-
thority in doing this. Being
members of this church, they
voted in agreement to select

these seven men.

Proposition #1: What if
ten of themembersof thischurch
met somewhere away from the
regular meeting place and voted
to do something about the prob-
lem of the“daily ministration”?
Would their agreement together
or their votedeterminewhat was
or what was not to be done in
regard to this “daily ministra-
tion”? The answer is no!

Example #2: In Actschap-
ter 15 we read of the disagree-
ment that came to the churches
over circumcision and the Mo-
saicLaw. Whenthemeetingtook
place, an agreement was made
that is recorded in verse 20. In
verse 22 we find that it pleased
the apostles, the elders, with the
whole church.

Proposition #2: If there
were some in the church who
met on their own and came to
some conclusions concerning
circumcision, would it have any
validity in the “inclosed”
church? The answer is no. In
fact, the sect of the Pharisees
(verse5) did just that; but when
it was considered in the context
of thechurch, their decisionwas
refused. Noticealsothat the per-
suasion of this “sect” was not
even considered by the local
church until their influence had
caused confusion within the lo-
cal church.

So, in saying that the
church is “inclosed” thiswriter
is advocating that each church
of the Lord Jesus is completely
independent of all other organi-
zations and that no decisions
pertaining to the work of God
through the churches can be
made outside this local estab-
lishment.

Keep thisin mind as we
consider the next point, which
naturally follows:

A Church Fragmented

“That there should be no
schism” (1Cor. 12:25).

This very sect mentioned
under our first point (the sect of
the Pharisees, Acts 15:5) show
their true form in this chapter.
First, we must notice that they
were believers. These were not
lost sinners who were trying to
penetrate the church, but this
“sect” formed right within the
churchitself.

They had formed their own
cligueand had formed their own
sub-theology. They were not
teaching works for salvation;
they were simply putting the
burden of the Law on Christian
believers.

The most important aspect
of this example, though, is that
this sub-set of believers had
separated themselves from the

church and had taken authority
upon themselvesto carry on the
business of the Lord's church.
Acts 15:24 tells us that they
“went out from us.” Thisisthe
perfect exampleof asmall group
of believers in a particular
church who decide arbitrarily to
meet in a different location and
appoint themselves to be a
body and take upon themselves
the authority to select a pastor
and deacons and to serve the
ordinances; namely, baptism
and the Lord's Supper.

This is done on aregular
and ongoing basis in Baptist
churches around the country.
What iswrong with this? Let us
consider it by example.

EXAMPLE: Bro.andMrs.
Swakley are saved through the
ministry of the Shawnee Baptist
Church. They both submitthem-
selves to baptism under the au-
thority of this church. After
baptism, they are members in
good standing with the privi-
lege of participating in various
aspects of that church’s minis-
tries and activities. They may
now vote on issues brought up
by that church. They may be
served the Lord’'s Supper by
that church and may partake of
the same on a regular basis as
long as they are members in

(See MOTHER on page 6)
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The Book of Revelation -- M essage #26

The Church of Philadelphia

By M. L. Moser, Editor

[This message on “The
Church of Philadelphia” was
preached June 18, 1979 and is
being printed “as preached,”
and is one of a series of 113
messages on the Book of Rev-
elation preached at the Central
Baptist Church, Little Rock,
Arkansas over a period of two
years, 1979-1981. Itisour hope
to complete transcribing all of
them and to print them in the
form of a verse-by-verse com-
mentary. For thosewho might be
interested, tapes of these mes-
sages are available from the
editor.]

“Andtotheangel of thechurch
in Philadelphiawrite; These things
saithhethatisholy, he that is true,
he that haththekey of David, hethat
openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and noman openeth; | know
thy works: behold, | have set before
thee an open door, and no man can

shut it: for thou hast kept my word,
and hast not denied my name. Be-
hold, I will make them of the syna-
gogue of Satan, which say they are
Jews, andarenot, butdolie; behold,
I will make themto come and wor-
ship beforethyfeet, andtoknowthat
| haveloved thee. Becausethou hast
kept the word of my patience, | also
will keeptheefromthehour of temp-
tation, which shall comeuponall the
world, totrythemthat dwell uponthe
earth. Behold, | come quickly: hold
that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown. Him that
overcometh will | makeapillar in
the temple of my God, and he shall
gonomoreout: and | will writeupon
him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, whichis
new Jer usalem, which cometh down
out of heaven from my God: and
I will write upon himmy new name.
He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” — Rev. 3:7-13

This morning we want to
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look at the church of Philadel-
phia. We have been studying
these various churches and
we're reaching church number
six this morning. As we have
pointed out to you, each of
these churches has more than
onerepresentation. Theletter it-
self is written to a specific
churchlocatedinaspecificloca
tion, and deals with specific
problems that were being con-
fronted by that church then. In
addition, each of these churches
alsoistypical, or representative,
of “kinds’ of churches that
wereinexistenceat thattime. All
seven of these churcheswerein
existencethen, and each of these
seven represents a classifica
tion or akind of church that was
on the earth at that time.
Thereisathird representa
tion, and that is that each
church, beginning with the
church in Ephesus and ending
with the church in Laodicea,
represent a period of church
history. The church at Ephesus
represents the majority of
churches that were present on
the earth during that time. There
would be some of all seven, but
the majority of them would be
like the church at Ephesus. The
same is true concerning the
churchat Laodicea. It represents
the church of the last days, the
churches immediately preced-
ing the Second Coming of the
Lord. The majority of the
churchesontheearththenwill be
similar or like the church of
Laodicea. Therewill besomelike
all seven of them, butthemajor-
ity will be like the church of
Laodicea in thelast days.
Now the Philadelphia
church represents the most
evangelistic and the most mis-
sionary time of church history,
and this is represented by the
years around 1750 to 1900. In
other words, the period after the
Reformation Period, the time
when we see that missionaries
seemingly just “over night”
werescattered all over theworld,

and we find great missionary
work being conducted in areas
of the world where man had
never gonewiththegospel. This
is the Philadelphia church age.
Sowearegoing to belooking at
that this morning. We will only
cover about half of our message
this morning. Tonight we will
cover the second portion. | hope
tofinishit up with just two mes-
sages. However, you will recall
that on the church of Thyatira,
| believe that we had five mes-
sages on that. Of course, when
you' re dealing with Jezebel you
alwayshavetotakealittlemore
time.

Thechurchof Philadel phia,
isnot the Philadel phialocatedin
Pennsylvania. ThisPhiladelphia
is located in the same general
area of the Middle East where
we found these other churches.
Philadelphia is located about
28 miles southeast of Sardis.
WEe'rejust about to make acom-
pletecircleaswefollowthetrade
routes among these seven
churches.

Now this city of Philadel-
phia has the longest history and
it seemingly was the most pros-
perous of al of these seven cit-
ies. The city itself was built by
Tiberius Caesar following a
great earthquakeinA.D. 17,and
the chief opposition to this
church in the city of Philadel-
phiacamefromtheJews. Though
they had many enemies, and
though there were many adver-
saries there, yet the Lord says
that no man could shut the door
that God opened, and so we see
that they were not able to quiet
the witness of this church.

| think most of usknow here
inthe United States, that thecity
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
is termed “the city of brotherly
love.” That is what the Greek
word means. The name comes
from two Greek words, one
“philos” meaning “love’ and
“adelphos’ meaning “brother”.

(See CHURCH on page 18)
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How Old Are The Baptists?

AfewyearsagointheTexas
Baptist Standar d, official paper
of the Texas Baptist State Con-
vention, there was some discus-
sion concerning the origin of
Baptist churches. The editor,
Bro. E. S. James in answering
some of the letters written to
himinthe“Letterstothe Editor”
section made the following
statements’

“ Students have been trying
for centuriestofindtheexacttime
when Baptist began to be, and
they have come up with multi-
tudes of answers. Not all their
history isrecorded, and many of
us believe Baptists in principle
have been on earth ever since
Jesus established the first
church. Nevertheless, those of
uswho want documentation are
compelled to acknowledge that
there is no proof of a Baptist
church by name prior to 1609
when onewas organized in Hol -
land.”

In another answer to a
gentleman from Paris, Texas he
says:. “Landmark Baptistsdo not
have a monopoly on the belief
that there has been a true body
of Christians in every genera
tion since our Lord was here.

By M. L. Moser, Editor

Graves and his followers have
held that Baptist churches have
existed sincethe apostolic days,
but that cannot be proved by
history. Various Anabaptist
groups held many things in
common with modern Baptists,
and we can claim akinship with
them. Nevertheless, we have no
right to say they were Baptists.
The first Baptist church of
record was organized in 1609,
but throughout Christian his-
tory there were people who
closely resembled them.”

Now whether Bro. Jamesre-
alizesit or not, and I'm sure he
did, this putshim against some
of the greatest Baptist histori-
ans of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Men such as John
T. Christian, author of “The
History of the Baptists’ have
proven from history that there
have been Baptist churches
throughout all the centuries
since the day of Christ to the
present time. Mr. Christian him-
self says:

“1 have no question in my
mind that there has been a his-
torical succession of Baptists
from the days of Christ to the
presenttime”’ (A History of Bap-

Order from:

TheFirst Church

By S.E.Anderson

"A careful study of this book would put iron into
the blood of Baptists, and a prayerful reading of it would
win friends and influence people for the Baptist position”
-- Dr. Faris D. Whitesell, 30 years professor at Northern
Baptist Theological Seminary. A thorough review of the
New Testament church -- its origin, nature, and purpose.
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tists, pg. 5). Not only doesheprove
it, but he uses those who were not
Baptists as his proof, citing chap-
ter and verse for every quotation.
Many of these quotations are
qguoted in the Appendix of the
Book “Baptist Doctrine In One
Year” which | compiled while
printing thebook. (Availablefrom
The Baptist Challenge.) John T.
Christian himself was one of the
most respected scholars in
Americaand theworld and taught
on the faculty of the New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary
(then known as the Baptist Bible
Ingtitute) until hisdeath. Hewasa
member of the Society of Chris-
tian Archaeology of Greece,
Academy of History of France,
Academy of Science, Arts and
Belles Letters of the Mediterra-
nean, American Society of His-
tory, New Orleans Academy of
Sciences, Baptist Historical Soci-
ety aswell asat that timethe only
living American member of the
World Greek Historical Society.
Certainly he has the background
that shows how thorough a histo-
rian hewas.

The following list of quota
tions show that Baptist churches
have a history dating back to the
firstchurchorganizedinJerusalem
by the Lord Jesus Christ. Before
one rejects the scriptural teaching
of church perpetuity, one should
takeinto consideration these quo-
tationsfrommenwhowerehistori-
ans, many of them the enemies of
Baptists.

Roman Catholics

Cardinal Hosius, Roman
Catholic, the president of the
Council of Trent. “If the truth of
religion were to be judged by the
readiness and boldness of which
a man of any sect shows in
suffering, then the opinion and
persuasion of no sect can be truer
and surer than that of the

Anabaptists (an earlier name
for Baptists- seeEdinburg Cy-
clopedia quotation further on
inthisarticle) sincetherehave
been none for these twelve
hundred years past, that have
been more generally punished
or that have more cheerfully
and steadfastly undergone,
and even offered themselves
to the most cruel sorts of pun-
ishment than these people
(Hosius, LettersApud Oper a,
112-113).

Cardinal Hosiuswrotein
A.D. 1554 and this dates Bap-
tistsback to at least 354 A.D.

Swiss Refor med

Zwingli, the Swiss re-
former, co-worker with Luther
and CalvinintheReformation
of 1525: “The institution of
Anabaptism isno novelty, but
for three hundred years has
caused great disturbance in
the church, and has acquired
such strength that the attempt
in this age to contend with it
appearsfutilefor atime.”

Lutheran

Mosheim, Lutheran his-
torian of great note: “Before
therise of Luther and Calvin,
therelay secreted in almost all
the countries of Europe per-
sonswho adhered tenaciously
to the principles of modern
Dutch Baptists”

Quaker

Raobert Barclay says. “We
shall afterwards show therise
of the Anabaptists took place
prior to the Reformation of the
Church of England, and there
are also reasons for believing
that on the Continent of Eu-

(See BAPTISTS on page4)
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BAPTISTS...
(Continued from page 3)

rope small hidden Christian
societies, who have held many
of the opinions of the
Anabaptists, have existed from
the times of the apostles. In the
sense of the direct transmission
of Divine Truth, and the true
nature of spiritual religion, it
seems probable that these
churches have a lineage or
succession more ancient than
that of the Roman Church
(Barclay, Thelnner LifeOf the
Societiesof theCommonwealth,
11,12.1 ondon, 1876).

Encyclopedia

“CrossingTheCenturies’,
edited by William C. King,
having as associate counse-
lors, editors and contributors
such as. Cardina Gibbons,
Roman Catholic; Bishop John
H. Vincent, Methodist; Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt; Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson; W.H.P.
Founce, President of Brown
University; Albert Bushnell
Hart, Ph.D., L.L.D., Head of
the History Department of
Harvard University; Geo. B.
Adams, M A, Litt.D., of Yale,
and many more such famous
men, says.

“Of the Baptists it may be
said that they arenot Reformers.
These people, comprising bod-
ies of Christian believers, known
under variousnamesin different
countries, are entirely indepen-
dent of and distinct from the
Greek and Roman churches, and
have an unbroken continuity
from apostolic days down
through the centuries. Through-
out this long period they were
bitterly persecuted for heresy,
driven from country to country,
disfranchised, deprived of their
property, imprisoned, tortured
and dain by the thousands; yet
they swerved not from the New
Testament faith, doctrine and
practice.”

Methodist

John Clark Ridpath, Meth-
odist author of that monumental
work, “Ridpath’sHistoryof the
World,” inaletter to Dr. W. A.
Jarrell (Baptist Church Perpe-
tuity, p.59), says. “l should
not readily admit that therewere
Baptist churches as far back as
A.D. 100, althoughwithout doubt
there were Baptists then, as all
ChristianswereBaptists.” If that
be true, then any churches dur-
ing that timewould al so be Bap-
tist churches.

Christian Or Church
Of Christ

Alexander Campbell,
founder of the “Christian”
Church or Campbellite, says:
“l would engage to show
that baptism as viewed and
practiced by the Baptists,
had its advocates in every
century of the Christian era

.. and independent of whose
existence (the German
Anabaptists), clouds of wit-
nesses attest the fact, that
before the Refor-mation from
popery, and from the
apostolic age, to the present
time, the sentiments of Bap-
tists, and the practice of
baptism have had a continued
chain of advocates, and public
monuments of their existence
in every century can be pro-
duced (Macalla and Campbell
Debate on Baptism, 378, 379,
Buffao, 18240.

Philosopher
and Scientists

Sir Isaac Newton, learned
English philosopher, student of
the Scriptures and of history:
“The Baptists are the only body
of known Christians that has
never symbolized with Rome
(Whiston, Memoairs of, written
by himself, 201)”

PRESBYTERIAN

IntheEdinburg Cyclopedia:
“It must have already occurred
to our readers that the Baptists
are the same sect of Christians
that were formerly described as
Anabaptists. Indeed this seems
to have been their leading prin-
ciplesfromthetimeof Tertullian
to the present time.”

TertullianwasaMontanist.
He was born about fifty years
after the death of John the
Apostle.

Professor of Greek
and Latin

Professor William C.
Duncan of the Department of
Greek and Latin, University of
Louisiana: “Baptists do not,
as most Protestant  denomina-
tions, datetheir origin from the
Reformation of 1520. By means
of that great movement they
were brought out of compara
tive obscurity into prominent
notice. They did not, however,
originate with the Reformation;
for long before Luther lived;
yea, long before the Catholic
Church itself was known,
Baptists and Baptist churches
flourished in Europe, Asia and
Africa.”

Census Bureau of U.S.

Bureau of Census, United
States Department of Com-
merce: “The Baptist bodies of
today trace their origin as dis-
tinct communitiesto the Protes-
tant Reformation. It is claimed,
indeed, that the churches of the
apostolic age were in doctrine,
polity and ordinance the exact
counterparts of Baptistchurches
today.”

Editor of “Church
Management”

Edwin A. Lane, Managing
Editor of “Church Manage-
ment", in an article entitled,
“Anabaptists: Forgotten Re-
formers’, writes: “It is rather

strange that the role of the
Anabaptists isal butforgotten,
although they played an impor-
tant part inthe Reformation and,
according to some church histo-
rians, probably had agreater fol -
lowingthantheCatholic Church
or the Lutheran Reformers.”

Baptist Pastor

Charles H. Spurgeon, emi-
nent Baptist pastor and profes-
sor: “History has hitherto been
writtenby our enemies, whonever
would have kept a single fact
about us upontherecordif they
could have helped it, andyet it
leaks out every now and then
that certain poor people called
Anabaptistswerebrought up for
condemnation. Fromthedaysof
Henry |l tothoseof Elizabethwe
hear of certain unhappy heretics
whowerehated of all menforthe
truth’s sake which wasin them.
We read of poor men and
women, with their garments cut
short, turned outintothefieldsto
perish in the cold, and anon of
others who were burnt at
Newington for the crime of
Anabaptism.

“Long before our Protes-
tants were known of, those hor-
rible Anabaptists, as they were
unjustly called, were protesting
for the ‘one Lord, onefaith,and
one baptism.” No sooner did the
visible church begin to depart
from the gospel than these men
arosetokeepfast by theoldway.
The priests and monks wished
for peace and slumber, but there
wasalwaysaBaptist or aLollard
tickling men’s ears with Holy
Scripture, and calling their
attention to the errors of the
times. They were a poor perse-
cuted tribe. The hater was
thought to betoo good for them.
Attimesill-writtenhistory would
have usthink that they died out,
so well had the wolf done his
work on the sheep. Y et here we
are blessed and multiplied; and

(See BAPTISTS on page 5)
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BAPTISTS...
(Continued from page4)

Newington sees other scenes
Sunday to Sunday. As| think of
the multitudes of your numbers
and efforts, | can only say in
wonder - what a growth! As |
think of the multitudes of our
brethren in America, | can only
say, What hath God wrought!
Our history forbids dis-
couragements (Spurgeon’s
Expository Encyclopedia, Val. 1,
pg.41).

Dutch Reformed

Dr. Dermont, chaplain to
the king of Holland, and Dr.
Y peij, professor of theology at
Graningen, afew yearssincere-
celved aroya commission to
prepare a history of the Re-
formed Dutch Church. Thishis-
tory, prepared under royal sanc-
tion, and officialy published,
contains the following manly
and generous testimony to the
antiquity and orthodoxy of the
Dutch Baptists:

“We have now seen that
the Baptists, who wereformerly
called Anabaptists, and in later
times Mennonites, were the
origina Waldenses, and have
long in the history of the church
receivedthehonor of that origin.
On this account, the Baptists
may be considered the only
Christian  community which
has stood since the Apostles,
andasa Christian society which
has preserved pure the doc-
trines of the Gospel through
all ages (History. Ref. Dutch
Church, Breda, 1819).

Baptist Historian and Author

Edward T. Hiscox, noted
Baptist author says. “Few de-
nominations have better claim
to antiquity than have the
Welsh Baptists. They tracetheir
descent directly from the
Apostles, and urge in favor of
their claim which never have

been confuted.

“When Austin, the Romish
monk and missionary, visited
Wales at the close of the sixth
century, he found a commu-
nity of more than 2,000 Chris-
tians quietly living in their
mountain homes. They werein-
dependent of the Roman See,
and wholly rejected its author-
ity. Austin labored zealously
to convert them -- that is, to
bring them under the papal
yoke-- but entirely failed in the
effort. Yielding things in
general, he reduced his de-
mands upon them to three
particulars: 1. That they should
observe Easter in due form,
as ordered by the Church.
2. That they should give
Christening or baptism to their
children. 3. That they should
preach the Word of God to
the English, as directed. This
demand proves that they nei-
ther observed the popish
ordinance of Easter, nor bap-
tized infants. They however, re-
jected al his overtures, where-
upon he left them with many
threats of war and wretched-
ness. Not long after Wales was
invaded by the Saxons, and
many of these inoffensive
Christians cruelly put to death,
as was believed, at the instiga
tion of this bigoted zealot, the
exacting heartless  Austin’
(TheNew Directoryfor Baptist
Church, pp. 506-507).

Other Baptist Historians

J. B.. Moody: “Church per-
petuity isscriptural, reasonable,
credible, historical and conclu-
sive” (MyChurch).

Dr. J. L.. Smith: “We have
submitted the testimony of
more than forty of the world's
best historians -- not one of
them a Baptist -- who expressly
and clearly point out the move-
ment of these Baptist people
through the long centuries back
to the apostolic days’ (Baptist
Lawof Continuity).

J. W.. Porter: “If Baptists
have not perpetuity, then
Christ’s prophecy and promise
have failed. This is unthink-
able”

H. B. Taylor: “Baptist
churches are the only institu-
tions that are divine on this
earth. Without them Matthew
16:18 has failed of fulfillment”
(BibleBriefs).

T. T. Eaton: “Those who
oppose  Baptist succession
have no logical ground to stand
onin organizing a church out of
material furnished by other
churches, and with those bap-
tized by regular ordained minis-
ters.

R. B. Cook: “Baptists are
abletotracetheir distinctiveprin-
ciples to the apostolic age ...
When from the union of the
church and state Christianity
became generally corrupt, there
gtill - remained, in obscure
places, churches and sects
which  maintained the pure
doctrines and ordinances of
Christ, and hence it iscertain
that these churches and sects
held substantially thesame prin-
cipleswhich are now asthedis-
tinctive views of the Baptists’
(Story of the Baptists).

D. B. Ray: “Baptists have
with one voice denied any con-
nection with the Romish apos-
tasy, and claimedtheir originas
a church from Jesus Christ and
the apostles’” (Baptist Succes-
sion).

D. C. Haynes. “The Baptist
churchisthe primitive church --
there had never been atime
when it was not in being” (The
Baptist Denomination, pg. 21-
220.

Dr.Geo. Lorimer: “ Thatthe
Baptistsare morelikely the old-
est, is generally conceded and
grows more certain with the
progress of scholarly investiga-
tion” (TheBaptistsIn History,
pg.49).

Dr. Geo. W. McDaniel:
“There is no personality this
side of Jesus Christ who is a

satisfactory explanation of their
origin” (Churches of the New
Testament).

Editor “ Alabama Baptist”

Our own viewpoaint is best
expressed by Joe T. Odle,
former editor of the Alabama
Baptist, official state paper of
the Alabama State Convention.
He writes: “Baptist history be-
ginswith Christ and the apostles.
Other churches must date their
origin with menin recent centu-
ries, but Baptist churches had
their  beginning during the
ministry of Jesus when He
formed His church out of the
material prepared by John the
Baptist.”

In commenting upon the
first church founded by the
Lord, hesays:. “ Thischurchwas
a Baptist church for Baptist
churches today are like it in
organization, doctrineand prac-
tice. It was aso organized out
of material prepared by the
first missionary  Baptist
preacher, John the Baptist (Jn.
1:6; Mt.3:1; 3:13-17; Acts1:22).
A church organized out of
people baptized by a Baptist
preacher must be a Baptist
church (1 Cor. 12:28). Further-
more, Baptists alone can trace
their teachings and principles
back through the ages of
Christ.”

These above quotations by
Odlearefrom hisbooklet Church
Member’sHandbook, p. 14.

Where we have given these
guotations, there could be many
more added to them, but anyone
whowill not accept thewords of
these historians would not ac-
cept the words of 1,000 more.
Regardless of those who deny
the perpetuity of Baptists, his-
tory confirms that Baptists are
the only ones who date back to
include the first church orga-
nized by our Lord, the Baptist
church organized in the city of
Jerusalem by our Lord Himself
in person.e
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good standing. They may not,
however, make personal and
private decisionsfor the church.
Whatever decisions are made
come before the church for
discussion and consideration
and are voted upon by theentire
membership before any actions
aretaken.

Now, let us say, that Bro.
Swakley moves to adifferent
city and cannot find a Bible-
teaching church to attend; so he
decides(on hisown) that hewill
get afew believerstogether and
start meeting for prayer and
fellowship. After sometimeand
consideration, Bro. and Mrs.
Swakley decide that they may
as well have a church in that
community; sothey takethefol-
lowing action: A preacher is
calledto cometo preachto them
on aregular basis. The preacher
preaches for a while and some-
one is saved. They determine
that the new believer must be
baptized, so they decidethat the
preacher is to do the baptizing.
The new convertisimmersedin
water just the way they used to
do at the previous church. Now
heisamember of this“church.”

At this stage of the drama
most peopl ewould automatically
and without question call this
group of peopleachurch. But if
we follow through with this ex-
ample logically, we find that
some problemsarise. Following
are some statements and ques-
tions that will, | hope, show the
problems.

1. To what church did this
couple belong when they were
first saved and baptized?
Shawnee Baptist Church.

2. By what authority did
they perform their privilegesin
that local church? Local church
authority.

3. When they moved away
from the community of the
Shawnee Baptist Church, where
was their membership? It re-

mained at the Shawnee Baptist
church.

4. Was there anything
wrong with meeting with other
believersfor prayer and fellow-
ship? Absolutely not!

5. Wasit wrong for themto
call for a preacher to come and
preach to them? Not per se! But
amental attitudeisbeingformed
at this time, an attitude of wor-
shiping and functioning as a
church.

6. What is now the status of
the Swakley’s membership at
Shawnee Baptist Church? By
continuing to be members they
remain obligated to the church
and are under its authority.
Distance does not change that.
Names are not removed simply
because people move to a
different place except for non-
attendance, which is done be-
cause of lack of faithfulness to
the church. That is no way to
have your name removed from
achurchroll.

7.Werethey wrongfor hav-
ing the new convert baptized?
Yes. Having their membership
back at Shawnee Baptist, they
usurped the authority of
Shawnee Baptist church by ask-
ing for the baptism of a new
convert on their own.

If they had lived around
the corner from the meeting
place of Shawnee Baptist
Church, would they have taken
the same authority upon them-
selves? Then what makesit all
right to do it at a distance?
Distance does not change au-
thority.

Do you seewhat ishappen-
ing? The same thing that hap-
pened in Acts chapter 15. A
new “sect” is being organized
and is going out “from us.”

8. Upon baptizing the new
convert the authority for bap-
tism was changed from the
church to an individual or a
fragment. Making this decision
to baptize, whether it bemade
by one person or afew, is
usurping the authority of the

church; because it becomes an
arbitrary decision. Now, does
the authority for baptism, then,
liein the preacher? Somewould
say that it does; but if you will
notice the above example, the
authority is actually wielded by
Mr. and Mrs. Swakley.

Mr. & Mrs. Swakley have
now decided to vote without
consent of the church to which
they belong. Remember, dis-
tance makesno differencein au-
thority. Mr. and Mrs. Swakley
have now fragmented the
Shawnee Baptist Church by
separating to themselves and
claiming authority which they
do not have. Thisisno different
from ten of the men of a church
meeting outside of the building
in the parking lot and making
decisions for the church. These
ten men have no business
deciding who will or will not be
baptized, because if ther dis-
cussion determines that Mr.
Back bebaptized, they must first
bring it up beforethe church be-
fore Mr. Back can be baptized.
Thisis church authority.

If these same ten men de-
cided to carry on church busi-
ness by themselves and simply
stay away from the Shawnee
Baptist Church, they are still
wrong in these ways.

1. They are wrong for not
attending their church (Heb.
10:25).

2. They are wrong for not
giving to their church (1 Cor.
16:1).

3. They are wrong for not
visiting for their church (2 Cor.
5:20).

Y ou may ask why they can-
not simply ask for their names
to be removed from the church
roll of Shawnee Baptist Church.
That can be done, but that is a
negative aspect. That is like
saying that you no longer
agree with the theology or the
program of the church and do
not want to belikethem or apart
of them.

Not only that, but if your

name is removed from aroll by
request, you are still submitting
totheauthority of thechurchand
are considered a disciplined
member.

Too, if your name were re-
moved from Shawnee Baptist
Church by request, to what
church would you belong? If
you say hone, then how do you
become a member of another
church?

In our example, the person
simply placeshimself inthenew
church, and others are added
according to his agreement;
therefore, the first person to be-
gin the work becomes the au-
thority for all the actions of the
church. The authority rests
completely upon that one per-
son.

Y ou do not become amem-
ber of any local church simply
by declaring that you are such.
We have many people in the
Harrison area who claim to be
members of First Baptist
Church but are not.

So we see how innocently
that a church can be frag-
mented. Christ is against a
church schism, and this is what
develops under the example
given.

A “Church” Estranged

“ Certain which went out
fromus’ (Acts 15:24).

When the foregoing ex-
ampl e has been devel oped com-
pletely, we find a fine-looking
building sitting on the corner of
some city somewhere having
people attend regularly and be-
ing baptized regularly and func-
tioning in the same manner as
the Shawnee Baptist Church
before mentioned.

But remember that the au-
thority for all this church busi-
ness comes from one person,
the person who got the ball roll-
ing. They will tell you perhaps
that the preacher has the

(See MOTHER on page 7)
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authority to baptize, but you tell
me who asked the preacher to
come and do the baptizing and |
will tell youthat it wasMr. and/
or Mrs. Swakley. Sotheauthority
for baptism, church business,
the Lord’s Supper, church
discipline, etc. came from the
Swakleys.

This church, instead of be-
ing just another Baptist church
on another corner inanother city
isanestranged church, not atrue
church at al. At what timedid
the Shawnee Baptist Church
voteto givethe Swakleys(mem-
bers of Shawnee) permission to
meet together and carry on busi-
ness as a church? At no time.
They assumed it. They claimed
it. Yea, they usurped the
authority of their own church,
betrayed that church, and es-
tranged themselves from that
church just as the “sect” in
Acts chapter 15 did.

A Church Extended

“ Goyetherefore, andteach
all nations’ (Mt. 28:19).

The Bible offers a proper
way for extending the church of
the Lord Jesus Christ to spread
throughout the world with her
influence and her gospel. This
in modern times is called the
“mother church” method. You
will not find this phrase in the
Scriptures, but the principle is
definitely presented by example
especialy in the book of Acts.

Institutional Authority — A
Biblical Principle

Please refer to Deut-
ronomy chapter 12. Thischapter
shows an ancient principle that
was practiced by Israel from the
commandment of God. Notice
especialy these verses:

Verse 5. “But unto the
place which the Lord your God
shall choose out of al your

tribes to put his name there,
even unto his habitation shall
ye seek, and thither thou shalt
come.”

Verse 8 “Ye shal not do
after all the things that we do
herethisday, every manwhatso-
ever isright in hisown eyes.”

Verse 13: Take heed to
thyself that thou offer not thy
burnt offerings in every place
that thou seest.”

This same authority is
foundin the New Testament be-
ginning with the preaching of
John the Baptist and continuing
throughout what is commonly
called the church age. John was
aman“sentfromGod” (Jn. 1:33).
John did not just beginaminis-
try of hisown, but he had God’ s
direct authority.

This authority continues to
our present age. Theauthority of
John was given to the church by
ChristinMatthew 28:18-20:

“ And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power
[authority] is given unto mein
heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach al nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things what-
soever | have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”

Jesus And The Apostles Had
John’s Baptism

Neither Jesus nor any of
the apostles did anything re-
garding the church until they
were baptized by John, so
John’s baptism carried a very
powerful authority. Even the
Pharisees demanded to know by
what authority Christ did the
things that He did (Mt. 21:23).
Jesus answered the Pharisees
with a question: “ The baptism
of John, whence was it? from
heaven, or of men? And they
reasoned with themselves, say-
ing, If weshall say, From hea-

ven; he will say unto us, Why
did ye not then believe him?”
(Mt.21:25). ThePhariseescould
not tell Jesus from where the
authority of John came. That is
because they refused to rec-
ognize Heaven's authority (Lk.
7:29-30).

From One Church To
Another: The Biblical
Pattern

The church at Jerusalem
wasthefirst churchinexistence.
When it was found that there
were believers in  Samaria
through Philip’s preaching, the
church at Jerusalem sent Peter
and John; and they laid their
hands on the Samaritans, and
they received the demonstra-
tion of the Holy Spirit [author-
ity] just as the believersin
Jerusalem had received. Thisre-
ceiving of the Holy Spirit was
God's institutional sanction.
This was necessary because the
Samaritans thought that God's
authority was aready upon
them(Jn. 4:20).

When Saul of Tarsus was
saved hewastakento Damascus.
A man by the name of Ananias,
who evidently was affiliated
with the church at Jerusalem
(Vs 13), was sent (Vs. 17) to
Saul that he might pray for him
and that he might receive his
sight and befilled with the Holy
Spirit. So, even Paul’s ministry
was sanctioned by the church
a Jerusalem. He was not an
authority of himself.

When Paul and Silaswere
to begin their first missionary
journey, they were sent out by
thechurch at Antioch; and when
they returned from their mis-
sionary journey, they reported
to the church at Antioch. That
is becausethey were not amin-
istry unto themselves, but their
ministry was through the local
church. Paul teaches us in
Ephesians 3:21 that God re-
ceives glory only through the
church.

So down through the ages
acontinual line of authoritative
baptisms has existed even unto
our day.

If a person, then, begins a
ministry without the express
authority of anexisting church
of the Lord Jesus Christ, then
he is a ministry to himself and
has divided the church of the
Lord and caused a schism,
which the Lord hates. He has
become a “denomination” of
his own, and his ministry is not
approved of God. He has taken
authority unto himself despite
the pattern that God has laid
down in Scripture over and
over.

May God bless us as we
spread the gospel by way of the
churches of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He promised that no mat-
ter how long the world stands,
the gates of Hell will not prevail
against the church of the Lord.
So the authority of God contin-
ues throughout history from the
time of Christ. Every spiritua
worker should bevery careful to
be sure that this authority is
taken with responsibility in or-
der not to usurp the authority of
Christ’schurches(Eph. 3:21).e

Diamonds From
Ephesians
By Walter Wilson

This book is a study
of thebook of Ephesians.
There are twelve main
topics revealed: The
Father, Christ, The Holy
Spirit, TheChristian, The
Church, Satan, The
World, TheFlesh, Victory,
The Scriptures, Service
and Prayer. Order from:

Challenge Press

P. O. Box 25848
LittleRock, AR 72221

$3.50 Postage Paid
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FELLOWSHIPS

and

CONFERENCES

OKLAHOMACITY, OK

March 9-10, 1995, Bodine
Baptist Church, 3501 SE 59th
St., Oklahoma City, OK 73135,
Joe Hocking, Pastor.

* % %

PINCKNEYVILLE,IL

March 14-16, 1995, Holt's
Prairie Baptist Church, Rt.4,
Box 163, Pinckneyville, IL
62274, Mark Cox, Pastor

* % %

LUDLOW, KY

March 27-30, 1995, Beth-
lehem Baptist Temple, 316Adea
Ave., Ludlow, KY 41016, Bill
Miller, Pastor.

* % %

WASHINGTON, IL

April 3-5, 1995, Beverly
Manor Baptist church, 209
Vohland St., Washington, IL
61571. Michael McCoskey,
Pastor.

* % %

ARKANSASCITY,KS

April 4-5,1995, Missionary
Baptist Church, 608 “A” St.,
Arkansas City, KS 67005,
Richard Coldwell, Pastor.

* % %

BIG SPRING, TX

April 4-6, 1995, Birdwell
Lane Baptist Church, 1512
Birdwell Lane., Big Spring,
TX 79720, Lewis McGarity,
Pastor.

CALVERT CITY, KY

April 26-28, 1995, New
Hope Baptist Church, 1661
Griggstown Rd., Calvert City,
KY 42029, Edgar Lee Paschall,
Pastor.

* % *

WICHITA,KS

May 1-3,1995, LincolnBap-
tist Church, 7801 E Lincoln,
Wichita, KS 67207, Vernon
Lindbloom, Pastor.

* % %

LIBERAL, KS

September 18-20,1995, Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 216
Wilson, Liberal, KS67901,L.K.
Landis, Pastor.

* % *

SIOUX FALLS, SD

October 2-4, 1995, Empire
Baptist Temple, 412 S. Haw-
thorne Ave., Sioux Falls, SD
57104, Ron Tottingham, Pastor.

* % %

MATTOON, IL

November 27-30, 1995,
Bible Baptist Church, 34th
& Marion Sts, Mattoon, IL
61938, Tom Pullen, Pastor.

We shall be happy to list the
dates of fellowship meetings of inde-
pendent Baptist churches throughout
the country. Please send the dates far

enough in advance.

Telephone:
(214) 755-7777

Emall
Address:

mlmoser 1@juno.com

- /

The Evils of Adventism
By Roy Mason

Many people suppose that
Seventh Day Adventism is a
relatively sound system of doc-
trine — just alittle bit off con-
cerning the Sabbath. Such a
notion is untrue for it greatly
minimizes the error of this sys-
tem. The truth is the Sabbath
error is about the least of its
errors. Let us ask then,

What Are Some Of The
Errors Of Adventism?

1. Adventism had awr ong
founder. That founder like
Christian Science and Theoso-
phy, was a hysterical neurotic
woman. William Miller origi-
nated the first adventist group.
Hedeclared that the Lord would
return in 1844. When he did not
return, he confessed his mis-
take. Mrs. White took up where
he left off, and eventually out-
lined a whole system of doc-
trine. She had visions and rev-
elations, which even some
Adventists physicians (we

have their names and state-
ments) admitted weretheprod-
ucts of her diseased menta
condition.

2. Adventism makes the
Deviltobethereal sin-bear er
and Savior. The scapegoat
type of the Old Testament —
plainly the type of Chrigt, is
made to typify Satan by the
Adventists. Mrs. White says:
(“TheGreat Controversy)“The
scapegoat typified Satan the
author of sin, upon whom the
sins of the truly penitent will
finally beplaced.” But contrary
to this is the statement, “Who
his own self, bare our sinsin
his own body upon thetree’
(1Pet. 2:24).

3.Adventismteachesthat
the Lord Jesusinherited a
sinful, fallen nature. Lest
this be denied, we quote from
their writings. (Bible Readings
For The Home Circle, page
115, 1915 Edition) “InHishu-

(See SDA on page 21)

Avoiding The Snare of
Seventh Day Adventism

By David W. Cloud

"Thisstudy isdesignedto beused as asyllabusfor Bible
classes, aswell asabook to beread for personal profit. An
attempt has been made to break down the Seventh-day
Adventist heresies and the Bible refutations in a clear,
orderly manner to be easily used in Bible classes." This
isthe best book availabletoday. Challenge Pressis pleased
to offer thisbook. Order from:

Challenge Press
P.O. Box 25848, Little Rock, AR 72221-5848

$7.50 Postage Paid
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Analysis of Alleged Problems
Passages In The Bible

By Thomas Strouse

On Saturday, October 23,
1993, Dr. Strouse spoke at the
Trinitarian Bible Society’ s 25th
Anniversary Conference and
Annual Meeting in Toronto,
Canada. He addressed an audi-
ence of about 350 with the mes-
sage entitled “An Analysis of
Alleged Problem Passages in
the Bible.” This wasadefense
of the Masoretic Text of theHe-
brew OT and thetextusreceptus
of theNT. Thefollowingaresome
excerptsfromDr. Strouse’ spre-
sentationwhichmay beobtained
for $4.00from TabernacleBaptist
Theological Seminary, 717 N.
WhitehurstLandingRd., Virginia
Beach, VA 23464

A. The Definition of Iner-
rancy: The Scriptureisentirely
without error, including state-
mentsregarding history, science,
morals, anddoctrine, andthedata
of the Bible are exact and accu-
rate.”

B. Biblical Support for this
theol ogical definition:

1. “The words of the Lord
arepurewords, assilver tried in
afurnaceof earth, purified seven
times’ (Psm. 12:6).

2. “Baruch wrote from the
mouth of Jeremiah all thewords
of the Lord which hehad spoken
unto him, upon aroll of abook”
(Jer.36:4).

3. “Which things also we
speak, notinwordswhichman's
wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth, compar-
ing spiritual things with spiri-
tual” (1Cor.2:13).

4."All scriptureisgiven by
inspiration of God, andisprofit-
able for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instructionin
righteousness’ (2 Tim. 3:16).

5. “For the prophecy came
notinoldtimeby thewill of man:

but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2Pet. 1:21).

C.CurrentViewsOn|Iner-
rancy:

1. Full Errancy: theBibleis
aproduct of errant, humanthink-
ing.

2. Limited Inerrancy: the
Bible is inerrant in salvation
passages but errant in historical
and scientific areas.

3. Full Inerrancy: theBible
is without errors, but scientific
and historic passages are phe-
nomenal but not necessarily ex-
act.

4. Absolute Inerrancy: the
Bibleiswithout errorinall areas
and isexact, aswell asaccurate.

D. The Real Issue With
Errancy:

1. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God' scharacter — Heisnot de-
ceitful!

2. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God’ snature— Heisnotimper-
fect.

3. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God’'s power — He isnot lim-
ited!

E. Principles In Dealing
With Problem Passages:

1. Redlize many apparent
problemsare theresult of trying
toharmonizedifferent events, or
different occasions, or different
people.

2. Be persuaded that all ap-
parent problems are just that —
apparent, and not real.

3. Be cognizant that we are
removedfromtheauthor’ sorigi-
nal meaning by at least 2000
years, and we are in a different
culture and in a different land.

4. Understand that many
alleged problems in the Bible

The Wall of Separation Between

Church And State
How High Should The Wall Be?

By Haven B. Gow

An articlein the September
1993issueof K appan observed:
“In a5-4 decision, the Supreme
Court held that the establish-
ment clause does not prevent
school districts from furnishing
students at sectarian schools
with services related to the stu-
dents disabilities...Lastyear,in
L eev. Weisman, atenuous ma-
jority, basing its decision on a
control/coercion test, ruled
against clergy-led invocations

are leveled at the Bible by
unbelievers.

5. Remember that the Bible
is an ancient historical and ar-
chaeological record with supe-
rior weight over other historical
or archaeological records.

6. Reject the liberal idea
that there may be copyist errors;
if we do not have the original
wording extant, then the Lord
has not preserved His Word in
any manuscript.

7. Be cautious about ac-
cepting the fallacious position
thattheNT writerscited theLXX
(Septuagint). Itisunwiseto sug-
gest that any NT writer utilized
the LXX as an authoritative
source for divine revelation in-
stead of the Hebrew OT. The
NT writerswerebilingual, know-
ing Hebrew and Greek, andthere
is no reason to think that the
Holy Spirit could not have lead
themtointerpretthe OT Hebrew
and to express the new revela
tion in their own statements.
The Lord did not need the
uninspired LXX to convey His
truth when He moved the
Apostles to reveal new truth.

8. If the Lord Jesus Christ
isyour Savior, Heisyour Friend,
so give your Friend the benefit
of the doubt and accept His
inerrant Word rather than His
critics' fallacious attacks.e

and benedictions at school
graduationexercises. Duringthis
term, 10 days before it consid-
ered Zobrest, the Court inter-
preted the establishment clause
as alowing a church access to
school facilities during non-
school toexhibitafilmfor public
viewing and religious pur-
poses.” The article added: “The
five-person majority in Zobrest
did ignore (past Church-State
rulings) in its zea to lower the
wall of separation. But thisma-
jority included Justice White,
who has announced his retire-
ment. Hisreplacement may well
shift the balance back in the di-
rectionof repairingor rebuilding
thewall of separation.”
Thefactis, though, that the
Founding Fathers—for better or
for worse — would have ap-
proved recent U.S. Supreme
Court rulings lowering thewall
of separation between Church
and State. As Christian schol-
as Peter Marshdl, David
Manuel and Anna Wilson
Fishel point outin From Seato
Shining Sea(Baker Book House),
most of our Founding Fathers
“believed in God. And because
they knew He loved them, they
tried to live the way He wanted
them to, being obedient to Him
and caring for one another . . .
They believed that God had a
plan for each one of them, and
their job was to find out what it
was and then ask His help in
doingit. They also believed that
He had a plan for al of them
together — for America.”
Ironically,itwasthelateU.S.
Supreme Court Justice William
O. Douglas, well known for his
liberal judicial philosophy, who
observed in the 1952 case of

(SeeWALL onpage15)
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whole congregation.” “ —
In Search of the Perfect Church Selly fowred, I Suppose Expert-itis

Once upon atime ... Marge
and Sally came face to facein
the produce section of their gro-
cery store, as they both reached
for the same red-ripe tomato.

Marge stepped back and
said,“Ohexcuseme. | didn’'t see
you there. You go ahead and
take that tomato, and I'll find
another.”

“Well, | did see it first,”
snapped Saly. “Besides, I've
got to get a salad to the church
before noon.”

Margebrightened. “Y ougo
to church? Me, too. Things
have been so exciting lately
that 1 can't wait until Sunday
arrives just to see what hap-
pens next.”

“You'rekidding,” saidSally.
“I wish my church was like

yours. Mineis so dull and bor-
ing. |1 can hardly wait until the
last ‘Amen’ when | can get out
the back door.”

“Oh, I’'msorry to hear that,”
said Marge, assheplaced atwist
tie on her bag of tomatoes. “I
guess we take our church for
granted. Y ou see, wehaveanew
pastor, and we're enjoying his
sermons so much.”

“Wehaveanew pastor, too,
I'm sorry to say,” said Sally,
“but his sermons are dry and
much too long. Not only that,
but our musicisso formal. | just
don’'t know what's gotten into
our choir.”

“Oh, I lovethemusicin my
church,” said Marge. “It never
fails to inspire me, and it sets
the tone for worship for the

lifestyle.

distance hill.

lifeLine for a prompt refund.

Now, through our agreement with long distance
telephone carrier AmeriVision/LifeLine, you can...

Help The Baptist Challenge and, in
most cases, save money on long distance
phone calls

What is LifeLine?

LifeLine is a service of AmeriVision, a private corporation and
major long distance carrier like AT& T and MCI. However, instead of
promoting their business with major media advertising, new customers
sign up through specia programs like this.

LifeLine is a Christian company built on biblical values and has
taken a stand against abortion, pornography, and the homosexual
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You can have 10% of your long distance hilling given to The
Baptist Challenge, and it won't cost you anything!
Simply call the toll free number below and tell them you want
LifeLine as your long distance carrier. Be sure to specify that The
Baptist Challenge is to receive the (10%) of your monthly long
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distance calling when you sign up.
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Call this number today and switch to

LifeLine: 1 (800) 800-7550

the next thing you're going to
say is that you also have a
good youth program.”

“WEell, now that you men-
tionit, we do have an especially
good group of young people
and an excellent youthworker.”

“l1 envy you,” said Saly.
“Our teens hardly speak to the
rest of us, and our youth worker
doesn’t seemtotakehisjobvery
seriously.”

“I'm sorry to hear that,”
said Marge. “I'll be glad to ask
my prayer group to pray for
your church, if you like.”

“Prayer won't help us
much,” said Sally, as she threw
two heads of lettuce into her
buggy without even glancing
a them. “Besides, | would
never share anything so per-
sonal with anyone in our prayer
group for fear that they would
use the information to gossip
about me.”

“How awful,” whispered
Marge. “Y ou can say that again!
responded Sally.

Sally wheeled her cart
around and started to leave, but
then paused. “You know, you
look kind of familiar. Do | know
you?’

“Well, | was thinking the
same thing about you,” said
Marge. “Do vyou live in this
neighborhood?’

“No,” said Sally.

She looked back over her
shoulder and said, “Wait! |
know where I've seen you.”

“Where?’ said Marge.

“Church,” said Sally grin-
ning sheepishly. “You and |
go to the same church.” —
Maggie Chandler, copied in
The Baptist Trumpet. e

Telephone:
(214) 755-7777

Email:
mlmoser 1@juno.com

Among the &fflictions of
the race today, few, if any, can
bemoretragicthan“ Expert-itis.”

The Expert isavery ordi-
nary man away from home —
usualy very ordinary.

“Expert-itis’ isborn of lazi-
ness and bigotry and is worse
than the “seven year itch.”
“Seven year itch” afflicts the
body, while“expert-itis’ afflicts
the mind and the head — and
then levies a tribute upon the
masses.

“Expert-itis” isafull exem-
plification of non-sense. The
world would indeed be better
off if all experts wereconfined
in a mechanized infirmary and
thererefrigerated withtheir own
egotism, thereby helping their
few but fevered brain cells to
cool off. The expert has two
major qualifications, to-wit: Heis
long on talk and spending the
other fellow’ smoney, and short
on old-fashioned horse sense
and moderation.

Religion, education, and
governmentiswoefully afflicted
with“expert-itis’ today.

Baptist Handbook
For Church

Members
By M.L. Moser, Editor

This handbook examines
church membership in the light
of its privileges and responsi-
bilities and reviews the rich
heritage of Baptists. Written
especialy for new church
members, it will nonetheless
prove a valuable aid to every|
Baptist. (Also available in
Spanish.) Order from:

Challenge Press
P. O. Box 25848

LittleRock, AR 722211

$4.00 Postage Paid
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The Drift of
the Times

SOUND THE
ALARM!

By Charles H. Spurgeon

[This article was writtenin
1888. ItisSpurgeon’ sstatement
asto why he separated from the
compromising London Baptist
Association.]

Separ ation Not Alone Our
Privilege But Our Duty

Friends will have noticed
with interest the repeated de-
bates in the London Baptist
Association, asto whether there
should be "A creda basis' and
what that basis should be, if it
weredecided tohaveone. There
seems to be a current opinion
that | have been at the bottom of
all thiscontroversy, and if |
havenot appeared in it, | have,
at least, pulled the wires. But
thisis not true. | have taken a
deep interest in the struggles of
the orthodox brethren; but |
have never advised those
struggles, nor entertained the
dlightest hope of their success.
My course has been of another
kind. As soon as | saw, or
thought | saw, that error had be-
come firmly established, | did
not deliberate, but quitted the
body at once. Sincethenmy one
counsel has been, “come [ye]
out from among them” (2
Corinthians 6:17). If | havere-
joiced in the loyalty to Christ's
truth which has been shown in
other courses of action, yet |
have felt that no protest could
be equal to that of distinct sepa-
ration from known evil.

| never offeredtotheUnion,
or to the Association the arro-
gant bribe of personal returnif
a creed should be adopted; but

on the contrary. | told the
deputation fromthe Union that
| should not return until 1 had
seen how matters went, and |
declined to mix up my own per-
sonal action with the consider-
ation of a question of vital im-
portance to the community. |
never sought from the Associa-
tion the consideration of "A
credal basis," but on the con-
trary, when offered that my res-
ignation might stand over till
such aconsideration had taken
place, | assured the brethren
that what | had done was final,
and did not depend upon their
actioninthematter of creed. The
attempt, therefore, to obtain a
basis of union in the Associa-
tion, whatever may be thought
of it, should be viewed as a
matter altogether apart from
me, for so indeed it hasbeen.

Should The Association Be
Exclusive or Inclusive?

| may, however, venture to
express the opinion that the
evangelical brethren in the
Association have acted with
much  kindness, and have
shown a strong desire to abide
in union with others, if such
union could be compassed
without the sacrifice of truth.
They as good as said — We
think there are some few great
truths which are essential to
the reception of the Christian
religion, and wedo not think we
should be right to associate
with thosewho repudiate those
truths.  Will you not agree that
these truths should be stated,
and that it should beknown
that personswho fail to accept
these vital truths cannot join
the Association? The points
mentioned were certainly el-
ementary enough, and we did
not wonder that one of the
brethren exclaimed, "May God
help those who do not believe
these things. Where must they
be?' Indeed, little objection
was taken to the statements

which were tabulated, but the
objectionwasto abelief inthese
being made indispensable to
membership. It wasasthoughit
had been said, "Yes, webedlieve
in the Godhead of Jesus; but
wewould not keep aman out of
our fellowship because he
thought our Lord to be a mere
man. We believein the atone-
ment; but if another man rejects
it, he must not, therefore, be ex-
cluded from our number." Here
wasthepoint at issue: one party
would gladly fellowship with
every person who had been
baptized, and the other party
desired that at least the ele-
ments of the faith should be
believed, and thefirst principles
of the Gospel should be pro-
fessed by those who were
admitted into the fellowship of
the Association. Since neither
party could yield the point in
dispute, what remained for them
but to separate with as little
friction as possible?

Why Should The New
Religionists And Believers

Wish to be Together?

Tothishour, | must confess
that | do not understand the ac-
tionof either sideinthisdispute,
if viewed in the white light of
logic. Why shouldthey wishto
be together? Those who wish
for the illimitablefellowship of
men of every shade of belief or
doubt would be all the freer for
the absence of those stubborn
evangelicals who have cost
them so many battles. The
brethren, on the other hand,
who have adoctrina faith, and
prizeit, must havelearned by
this time that whatever terms
may be patched up, there is no
spiritual oneness  between
themselvesandthenew religion-
ists. They must aso have felt
that the very endeavor to make
a contact which will tacitly be
understood in two sensesis far
from being an ennobling and

purifying exercise to either
party.

The Brethren In the Middle

The brethren in the middle
are the source of this clinging
together of discordant elements.
These who are for peace at any
price, who persuadethemselves
that there is very little wrong,
who carechiefly tomaintainex-
isting institutions, these are the
good people who induce the
weary combatants to repeat the
futile attempt at a coalition,
which, in the nature of things,
must break down. If both sides
could be unfaithful to con-
science, or if theglorious Gospel
could bethrust altogether out of
the question, there might bea
league of amity established; but
asneither of these thingscan
be, there would seem to be no
reason for persevering in the
attempt to maintain a confed-
eracy for which there is no
justification in fact, and from
which there can be no worthy
result, seeing it does not em-
body aliving truth. A desirefor
unity iscommendable. Blessed
arethey who can promoteitand
preserveit! But there are other
mattersto be considered aswell
as unity, and sometimes these
may evendemandthefirst place.
When union becomes a moral
impossibility, it may amost
drop out of calculation inar-
ranging plans and methods of
working. If itisclear asthesun
at noonday that no real union
can existitisidleto strive after
the impossible, and it iswiseto
go about other and more practi-
cable business.

Separation A Duty

Numbers of good brethren
in different ways remain in fel-
lowship with those who are un-
dermining the Gospel; and they
talk of their conduct asthoughit

(See DRIFT on page 16)
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MailingList BeingRevised.
We are presently revising the
mailing list of The Baptist Chal-
lenge. We included a letter in
the January issue of TBC
informing our readers that if
they wished to continue receiv-
ing TBC they needed to notify
us before the end of March else
their namewill bedropped from
our list. We do not chargeasub-
scription pricefor themagazine,
and we are supported wholly by
the mission offerings received
from churches and individuals,
plus the sale of Challenge Press
books. Some of you may not
know it, but as of January,
1995 our postage rates have
increased, and according to
The Mississippi Baptist Record,
1/19/95 “postal rates have just
jumped 23% for nonproft mail-
ers’. The article further stated,
“1f oneiteminthe’ Contract with
America — now being debated
in Congress — is adopted,
rates will rise another 22-23%,
according to Bob Terry, editor
of Word & Way, the state
Baptist newsjournal of Mis-
souri. Therefore we need to
have an increase in our support
or decrease the number of sub-
scriptions that we have. Pres-
ently we are mailing out nearly
6,000 per month and increasing
every month. We appreciate
very much thefact that the pas-
tor of achurch in Joshua, Texas
caled and stated that their
church has voted to begin sup-
porting The Baptist Challenge
with $50 per month. If just a
few more churches would help
out, we would be able to take
care of the postage increase
and also increase the size of

The Baptist Challenge to 24
pages. Infact, weareprinting 24
pages this month. But, if you
want to continue to receive
TBC, simply notify usandwe
will seethat your name remains
on the mailing list.

* % *

Church-School Conflicts
Avoided. At the request of
local Southern Baptist leaders,
school officials in Crittenden
and Livingstone counties in
Kentucky agreed not to sched-
ule activities on Wednesday
evenings or on Sundays before
2 p.m. or after 5 p.m. Under the
agreement, if unavoidable con-
flicts arise, students who must
miss school activities to attend
church are not to be punished
or reprimanded.

* % %

The World's Worst Per-
secutor s? Who are the world's
most severe persecutors of
Christians? According to Open
Doors, they are Saudi Arabia,
Afghanistan, Sudan, China,
Comoro Idands, North Korea,
Iran, Egypt, Morocco and
Yemen. All except China and
North Korea are in the Muslim
world. An Assemblies of God
pastor charged with trying to
convert three Egyptian women
to the Christian faith was re-
leased Dec. 19 after spending
37 days in prison. Four other
Coptic Christians arrested in
October and November are still
being held in Egypt, according
to the International Institute for
the Study of Islamand Christian-
ity, a London-based institute
which monitors Christianity in

Islamiccountries.

* % %

Christian L eader Jailedin
Morocco. A prominent Baptist
from El Salvador was abruptly
released Jan. 9 after hewas sen-
tenced to a year in a Moroccan
jail for sharing his Christian
faith. Six daysearlier, inatwice-
delayed tria, Gilberto Orellana
was convicted of “prosely-
tization” andsentenced. Orellana,
former conductor of the San Sal-
vador Symphony Orchestra
and a member of Miramonte
Baptist Church in San Salvador,
moved to Morocco in 1992 to
teach music at a conservatory.
He was arrested during Decem-
ber whilemeetingwith fiveMo-
roccans, most or all of whomare
Christian believers. Threeof the
Moroccans were released. The
other two were sentenced to
eight months in prison; they
also reportedly have been
freed. " The case of aresident of
Morocco being imprisoned for
livingout hisfaith, and nationals
of areligiousminority being ha-
rassed and incarcerated, de-
mandsaresponse,” saidaChris-
tian worker who requested ano-
nymity because of security con-
cerns. Morocco, aheavily Mus-
[im country in North Africa, is
known for its anti-Christian re-
pression. Some Christian work-
ers fear anti-Christian actions
may increasein North Africaas
militant Muslims push their ef-
fortsto set up Islam-dominated,
Iran-style church states.

* % %

HouseToHouseVisitation.
An elementary school teacher

spent six months visiting the
homes of each of her 600 stu-
dents to tell them about Christ.
Joyce Gleave of Mustang, OK
had taught for 23 years. At
school she was not permitted to
distribute 600 olive wood
crosses she had brought back
fromtheHoly Land. Soshewent
to every student’'s home and
gave the souvenir plus a
salvation tract. Not one parent
made Gleave unwelcome, and
“many were moved to tears that
| care for their child.”

* % %

Another College Closes.
TheKing's College, an interde-
nominational liberal artsschool,
closed December 30. Financial
problemsand alack of qualified
faculty led the State of New
Y ork,toorderitsclosing. Enroll-
ment had fallen to 172 students
from 862 students in 1980.

* % %

Christian Jurors? Arese-
rious Christians losing their
right to serve asjurors? A report
in World indicates that jurors
are often asked detailed and
highly persona  questions
about their religious affiliations
and convictions. Trial lawyers
asking these questions are
“worriedthat ajuror with Bible-
based principles might not be
friendly to their client if the evi-
dence shows he committed a
heinous crime.”

Radical Feminists. Today’'s

radical feminists have come a
long way from historical femi-
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nism, according to authors
Connie Alt and Judy Fetters,
writing in Good News, that
“without exception, all of the
early feminists of the last
century were opposed to
abortion.” In contrast to
today’s feminist abortion-on-
demand stance, suffrage
crusader “Susan B. Anthony
called abortion *child murder,’
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
declared, ' Whenwecons der that
women aretreated asproperty, it
is degrading to women that we
should treat our children as
property to be disposed of aswe
wish'.”

Landlord Rights Upheld.
Massachusetts is giving up its
discrimination case against Paul
and Louise Deilets, the Catholic
couple that refused to rent an
apartment to an unmarried
couple. The state’s Supreme
Court saidthe Desiletsbrokethe
law, but the law also “ substan-
tially burdened” their religious
freedom.

Now You Know Why.
As part of its search for a new
religion reporter, the Washing-
ton Post placed notices of the
job opening on company bulle-
tin boards, urging employees
with an interest in covering
religion to contact the editors
by Nov. 19. In a line that says
much about the coverage of
religion in today’s general
press, the editors wrote, “the
ideal candidateisnot necessar-
ily religious nor an expert in
religion.”

Gay Politiciansinvited To
White House. Elected officials
who are homosexua have
been invited to the White
House. “We want them to give
us some indication that yes,
they do care about us, that we
are animportant community, an
important part of their constitu-
ency,” San Francisco Supervi-
sor Susan Leal, who was asked
to put the meeting together,
said. The meeting would bring
some 30 of the more than 80
gays now holding public office
together with administration of -
ficialsresponsible for areas key
to gay interests. It’s being
planned for late February or
early March. President Clinton
is expected to show up briefly,
although that's not assured.
(San Francisco Examiner).

* % %

BaptismByImmersion.In
the January 21, 1995 issueof the
Arkansas Catholic appears the
following statementsrelative to
baptism. “Writing about baptism
a few years ago, the American
bishops said that ‘immersion is
the fuller and more appropriate
symbolic act in baptism...” Now
there we have an idea thatis
very new and very old. Thefirst
followers of Jesus were adults;
and we may presume that they
were baptized by immersion
....Adultconvertswereimmersed
in water to remind them that
they were dead to an old way of
life and that they had risen to
share inthelifeand the mission
of the Son of God.” Onewon-
ders why if “immersion is the
fuller andmoreappropriatesym-
bolic act in baptism” why they
changed from immersion to

sprinkling, and why Protestants
till try to argue that sprinkling
wastheoriginal formof baptism.

* % %

EvangelicalsDemonstrate
Against Pope In Philippines.
About 500 placard-bearing
evangelicals accused Catholics
of practicing “God-like adula-
tion of the pope” and urged
them to stop. Some members of
the group at araly in front of
Manila's main post office held
up placards reading “Kneel be-
fore Christ, not to the pope” and
“No to the pope as Holy Father.
The Vicar of Christ is the Holy
Spirit, not the pope.”

* % %

Bible Being Sued. OK, we
concede that litigation is the
American way, but Joel Ford
surely deserves the American
Bar Association award for tak-
ing a good thing too far. Ac-
cording toanitemin U.S News
& World Report, theMi ssissippi
man filed a lawsuit against the
Bible. Mr. Ford was asking $45
millionindamagesfrom Oxford
University Press and others on
the grounds that the Bible is
hearsay that oppresses blacks
and homosexuals. But sofar, the
Good Book remains safe from
legal attack— Mr. Forddropped
the suit for lack of funds. —
Washington Times, 12/1/94

* % %

AMA Drops Support For
Converting Gays. Reversing a
13-year-oldpolicy, theAmerican
Medical Association has
stopped recommending efforts

to turn unhappy gay men and
lesbiansinto heterosexuals. Ina
report adopted by the AMA’s
governing House of Delegates,
the association calls for a
“nonjudgmental recognition of
sexual orientation by physi-
cians. All patients, regardless of
their sexual orientation, have a
right to respect and concern for
theirlivesandvalues,” thereport
says. The policy paper, titled
“Health CareNeedsof Gay Men
and Leshians in the U.S.,” was
adopted without dissent
December 6. It replaces a 1981
paper titled “ Health Care Needs
of theHomosexual Population.”
The 1981 paper supported the
treatmentsaimed at changingthe
sexual orientation of homo-
sexuals.

Religious T-shirts Ap-
proved In TexasSchool. Anel-
ementary school in Spring,
Texas, has agreed to allow its
students to wear T-shirts with
religious messages on them, the
Rutherford Institute has an-
nounced. The non-profit reli-
gious liberties group based in
Charlottesville, Va., said school
officials had told the parents of
Jason and Justin Hutchens that
the twins could no longer wear
T-shirts that depicted Jesus'
bloody, nail-pierced hands with
thedogan, “Hispain, your gain.”
School officials said the shirts
promoted violence. But the
Rutherford Institute insisted
theboyshad aFirst Amendment

(See WNR on page 14)
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right to wear the shirts. After
being contacted by theinstitute,
the school changed itspolicy.

* % %

Vatican-U.S. Aid Ties.
Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State has
called on the U.S. government
to make public letters between
the Vatican and President
Clinton proposing ties between
the United States and the
Catholic Church to deliver hu-
manitarianaidoverseas.“Weare
deeply troubled by recent news
media reports suggesting that
the United States government
plans to establish a new formal
relationship with the Roman
Catholic Church to deliver hu-
manitarianaidoverseas,” theRev.
Barry Lynn, executivedirector of
the Washington-based advo-
cacy group, said in a letter to
Clinton.

Spurgeon Wrote This
Nearly 100 Years Ago. “At
any rate, cost what it may, to
separate ourselves from those
who separate themselves from
the truth of God is not only
our liberty, but our duty. | have
raised my protest in the only
complete way by coming forth,
and shal be content to abide
alone until the day when the
Lord shall judge the secrets of
all hearts; but it will not seemto
me a strange thing if others are
found faithful, and if others
judge that for them also thereis
no path but that which is pain-
fully apart from the beaten
path.” —TheBIlu-Print.

* % %

Nudity Clause Required
For NYPD Blue. An article

appearing in the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer and quoted inthe
1/23/94 Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette says that all actors ap-
pearing on the ABC program
NYPD Bluearerequiredtosign
a contract stating they will ap-
pear inthenudewhen necessary.
Thearticle states: “ Ever wonder
what it would be like to parade
your naked, probably under-
buffed body in front of a
bazillion television viewers?
Naw, probably not. And neither
had DennisFranz, until hesigned
on with the ABC Tuesday night
hit“NY PD Blue,” whichrequires
its actorsto sign anudity clause
in their contracts.”

* % %

Death Penalty FoesSupport
More Murders. The editor of
National Review givesevidence
of the dlaughter that results
fromthefailureto sentencemur-
derersto death: “ Of the roughly
52,000 stateprisoninmatesserv-
ing time for murder in 1984, an
estimated 810 had previously
been convicted of murder and
had killed 821 persons follow-
ingthoseconvictions. Executing
each of these inmates ... would
have saved 821 lives ... Would
not life imprisonment serve as
well? No! A 1987 Justice De-
partment study showed at least
fivefederal prisonofficerskilled
since December 1982, in three
cases by inmates serving mur-
der sentences.” — CC

* % %

Billy Grahm Says Homo-
sexuals Born That Way. Billy
Graham said on the Larry King
show in December that homo-
sexuals are born homosexuals,
since, he said, it’sin their genes.
Homosexual s have long blamed
God for their homosexuality,
and will nodoubt use Graham'’s
un-scriptural remarksto excuse
their wicked sin.—CC

Kennedy Marriage An-
nulled After 23 Years. Pam
Hughes, an aideto Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy, D-Mass.,, told The
Boston Globethe senator’s sec-
ond marriage, to the former
VictoriaReggie, hasbeenrecog-
nized by the Roman Catholic
Church, an apparent sign the
church has granted an annul-
ment of his 23-year marriage to
Joan Kennedy. — Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette, 1/26/95

* % %

Religion In America.
“There is no country in the
world where the Christian reli-
gion retains a greater influence
over thesoulsof men,” Alexisde
Tocquevillewroteof theU.S.in
1835. But Tocqueville's Chris-
tian monopoly is ho more. Ac-
cording to Time Magazine 1/30/
95 “Though Christianity still
dominates by sheer numbers
the U.S. ‘now has a greater
diversity of religious groups
than any country in recorded
history,” observes J. Gordon
Melton, who will list 1,600 de-
nominations, 44% of them non-
Christian, in his next Encyclo-
pedia of American Religions.
Half of these have blossomed
since1960; somearehomegrown,
othersimported by immigrants.

* % %

Top Three Officials In
Congress Are Baptists. For
the first time in history, the top
threeofficialsof theU.S. govern-
ment are Baptists, but the
nation’s largest evangelical de-
nomination ranks far behind
the Roman Catholics in terms
of total clout in the 104th con-
gress. Speaker of the House
Newt Gingrich is a Southern
Baptist, as are President Bill
Clinton and Vice President Al
Gore, who presides over the
Senate. Overal in Congress,
however, Baptists number 65,
behind Catholics, with 148 ad-

herents. Thirty-threemembersof
Congress describe their reli-
gious affiliation as Southern
Baptists, while several others
who also belong to Southern
Baptist  congregations are
among the 24 congress mem-
bers described ssimply as Bap-
tists. Five membersare Ameri-
can Baptists, two are Mission-
ary Baptists and one is an
Independent Baptist. Behind
the Baptist groups rank United
Methodists with 63 members
and Presbyterians with 62. Per
capita, the mainline Protestant
churches are well represented.
The2.4million-member Episco-
pal Church has 49 adherentsin
the 104th Congress, while the
Assemblies, one of the fastest-
growing denominationswith2.2
million members, has three.
Thirty-four membersof congress
are Jewish. Lutherans number
22, while 20 Congresspersons
describe their religious affilia
tionasProtestant. TheMormons
and United Church of Christ tie
for the 10thlargest bloc, with 13
memberseach.

* % %

U.N. Troops In Missis
sippi? Late-night televangelist
Jack VanImpe sclaimthat United
Nations troops and equipment
are poised in Saucier, Miss,,
for a massive invasion and
takeover of the U.S. isafabri-
cation, according to an investi-
gation by the Mobile (Ala)
Press-Register newspaper. Van
Impe’s show, features a look-
alikeTV newsstudiofromwhich
his blonde wife Rexella tosses
him current event topics. Church
and Satemagazinereported that
when the Mobile newspaper
pressed Van Impefor proof of
the Saucier buildup, his office
supplied photos of standard
U.S. military equipment—oneof
which even had a U.S. govern-
ment licenseplate. Themagazine

(See WNR on page 15)
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Miracles of Science

The Honey-Bee At Work -- Part 2

By Arthur |. Brown

In previous messages we
have considered briefly some of
the strange mechanical equip-
ment of the honey-bee, aswell
as the process by which honey
is manufactured by these skilled
chemists. In addition to honey,
thebee' smind—if wethink of it
as having amind — isintent on
two other things — pollen-dust
or flour, and propolis or bee-
glue.

The pollen, gathered daily
by the bees as they enter and
leave the flowers, is literally
gold-dust to them. Rich in pro-
tein, it is fed to theworkersin
the summer colony. Thefertili-
zation of plants depends princi-
pally on the work of these busy
bees; and if they were to be de-
stroyed, there would be famine
in the land, so the omniscient
Creator, with great wisdom, has
planned that these tiny insects
should be in dispensable to
mankind.

Propolis, the dark colored
bee-glue with which they fill
cracks and smooth over rough
places within the hive, is gath-
ered from the gums of buds,
plants, and trees. It is a most
effective varnish, and yet the
bee never seems to have any
difficulty in preventing itself
from becoming “stuck up” with
it.

Another product of the
chemical factory of the bee is
wax. Thisvery interesting mate-
rial, soessential to hivemaking,
is manufactured from its body
after it has gorged itsdlf with
honey. Six or seven pounds of
honey are required to make one
pound of wax.

After a series of exact
preparations by the inmates of
the hive, the purpose of which
seems to be to generate suffi-

cient heat, as their movements
reach avigorous stage, the wax,
secreted from four tiny fac-
tories on each side of the abdo-
men, appears as small thin
flakes looking like fish-scales.

Each scale is removed by
the hind pair of legs, carefully
transferred to the middle pair,
then to the mouth where it is
mixed with saliva and changed
from its first transparent form
to the pale yellow color of the
finished article.

Bees wax is unlike any-
thing else in the world. It con-
tains a fatty acid called cerin,
minute quantities of alcohal.,
myricin, hydrocarbons, and an-
other acid which givesthewax
its characteristic odor. It floats
on water and isvery resistant to
heat, enduring a temperature of
140° degrees F. before melting.
No other wax has such a high
melting point.

Thereasonfor thisiseasily
discerned. The entire store of
liquid gold would be lost if the
thin-walled treasure vaults, the
storage chambers, softened un-
der the influence of moderate
heat and gave way.

In manipulating thewax, in
order to form the marvel ous six-
sided cells, real mechanical en-
gineering skill is apparent.
Without any chief engineer to
issue commands, one piece of
wax, and then another is laid
down by the busy workers, a
tap here, a dab there, and pres-
ently acell takes shape. What is
the explanation of the ability to
perform these precise and intri-
cate operations? If it be that
“spirit of thehive” mentioned by
Magterlinck, is that spirit not
the Spirit of God? Certainly, it
cannot be accounted for by
thinking that the bee has gradu-

ally evolved this skill. If there
ever was atimewhen it did not
possess this knowledge, all
bees would have died. Thefirst
bees, then, must have known
how to do these things. That
means creation, not evolution.

Y es, therearemany inexpli-
cable wonders wrapped upin
the structure and work of the
honey-bee. We find it difficult
to explain these wonders with-
out accepting the idea that God
made it possible for these tiny
life formsto acquit themselves
so admirably in the struggle for
existence.

To an even greater degree
we find ourselves faced with
an unsolvabledilemmaif we at-
tempt to explainthe Biblewith-
out a supernatural God as Au-
thor. The qudifications of the
human scribes, who produced
the 66 books making up the
Bible, are wholly inadequate to
explain what we find in the
pages of this remarkable vol-
ume.

Hereisabook whichisthe
greatest literary possession of
the race, the enduring Revela
tion of God to man. It consti-
tutes the title-deed to human
institutions. It is the lesson-
book of Christian faith, thefinal
code of human conduct. Man,
unaided, simply could not origi-
nateit.

If asked to describe in ad-
vance what the Bible of the hu-
man race should be, certainly no
one would have guessed this
particular form. Itwoul d benatu-
ral to ask if we might not havea
book with fewer mysteries and
digressions, a book that leaves
nothing untold, a book which
might be demonstrated like a
problemin Euclid, abook which
Higher Critics could not dis-
solve into a thin mist of waver-
ing dates. A revelation given to
al, given simultaneously, and
adequately, seemsto bewhat is
needed.

(See BEES on page 17)
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also said that Van Impe has
claimed John F. Kennedy was
assassinated in 1963 to pavethe
way for one-world government
and the return of the Antichrist
The New American magazine,
which also conducted an
investigation into the Saucier
myth and several similar stories
from around the country,
concluded late last year that
there was no redlity to the
reports. The Baptist Record.

WALL ...
(Continued from page 9)

Zorach v. Clauson: “The First
Amendment doesnot say that in
every and all respectsthereshall
be a separation of Church and
State. .. Otherwise, thestateand
religion would be aliensto each
other — hostile, suspicious, and
even unfriendly.” Mr. Justice
Douglas added: “We are a

religious people whose
institutions presuppose a
SupremeBeing.”

The Founding Fathers in-
tended the First Amendment not
to insulate society or the state
fromtheinfluenceof religionbut,
rather, to preserve and protect
religion and religious freedom
fromtransgressionsby the state;
they understood that a society’s
public morality depends upon a
religiousfoundation, andthat the
wholesomeinfluenceof religion
on privateand public morality is
essential to the preservation of a
freeand civilized society; conse-
quently, they wanted governto
champion and defend religion
andreligiousfreedom.

The First Amendment
scholar O. Carroll Arnoldrightly
observes: “One would never
dream of asserting that the
government is neutral toward
freedom of speech or the press,
and it is (or at least should be)
equally non-neutral toward reli-
gionandreligiousfreedom.”
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were aloving course which the
Lordwill approveof in theday
of His appearing. We cannot
understand them. The bounden
duty of atrue believer towards
men who profess to be
Christians, and yet deny the
Word of the Lord, and reject the
fundamentals of the Gospd, is
to come out from among them.
To stay in a community which
fellowships al beliefs in the
hope of setting mattersright is
as though Abraham had stayed
at Ur, or at Haran, inthe hope
of converting the household
out of which he was called.
Complicity with error will
take from the best of men the
power to enter any successful
protest againstit. If any body of
believers had errorists among
them, but were resolute to dedl
with them in the name of the
Lord, al might come right; but
confederacies founded upon
the principlethat al may enter,
whatever views they hold, are
based upon didoyalty to the
truth of God. If truth is
optional, error is justifiable.

The Army of Intermediates
Should Cease Being Palitic

Therearenow two partiesin
the religious world, and a great
mixed multitudewho fromvari-
ous causes decline to be ranked
witheither of them. Inthisarmy
of intermediates are many who
haveno right to be there; but we
spare them. The day will, how-
ever, comewhenthey will have
to reckon with their consciences.
Whenthelightistakenout of its
place, they may have to mourn
that they werenot willingtotrim
thelamp, nor even to notice that
theflamegrew dim.

Our present sorrowful pro-
test isnot amatter of thisman or
that, this error or that; but of
principle. Thereeither issome-
thing essential to atrue faith—

sometruthwhichisbelieved; or
else everything is left to each
man’s taste. We believe in the
first of these opinions, and
hence we cannot dream of reli-
gious association with those
who might on the second theory
beacceptable. Those who areof
our mind should, at al cost, act
upon it. The Lord give them
decision, and wean them from
all palicy andtrimming!

The Sixteenth Century
Gospd Now Derided

The party everywhere ap-
parent has a faith fashioned for
the present century — perhaps
we ought rather to say, for the
present month. The sixteenth
century Gospel it derides, and
that, indeed, of every period ex-
cept the present most enlight-
ened era. It will have no creed
because it can have none; it is
continually on the move; it is
not what it was yesterday, and
it will not be tomorrow what it
istoday. Itsshoutisfor "Lib-
erty," its delight is invention,
its element is change. On the
other hand, there still survive,
amid the blaze of nineteenth
century light, a few whom
these superior persons call
"Fossils’; that is to say, there
are believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ who consider that the
true Gospel isno new gospel,
but is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. Thesedo not
believe in "Advanced views,"
but judge that the view of truth
which saved a soul in the
second century will save a soul
now, and that aform of teaching
which wasunknown till thelast
few years is of very dubious
value, andis, inall probahility,
“another gospel: which is not
another” (Gal. 1:6-7).

It is extremely difficult for
these two parties to abide in
union. Theold fable of the
collier who went home to dwell
with the fuller is nothing to it.
The fuller would by degrees

know the habits of his coaly
companion, and might thus
save the white linen from his
touch; butin thiscasethereare
no fixed quantities on the
collier's side, and nothing like
permanency evenintheblack of
hiscoal. How can hisfrienddeal
with him, since he changeswith
themoon? If, after long balanc-
ing of words, the two parties
could construct a basis of
agreement, it would, inthe na
ture of things, last only for a
season, since thepositionof the
advancing party would put the
whole settlement out of order in
afew weeks. The adjustment of
difficulties would be a task for-
ever beginning, and never com-
ingtoan end. If weagree, after
a sort, today, a new settlement
will be needed tomorrow. If |
am to stay where |l am, and you
are to go travelingon, it is
certain that we cannot long
lodge in the same room. Why
should we attempt it?

Difference of Spirit Between
New Religionists And Old
Believers

Norisitmerely doctrinal be-
lief —thereisanessential differ-
ence in spirit between the old
believer and the man of new and
advancing views. Thisispain-
fully perceived by theChristian
man beforevery long. Evenif he
be fortunate enough to escape
the sneers of the cultured, and
the jestsof thephilosophical, he
will find hisdeepest convictions
guestioned, and his brightest
beliefsmisrepresented by those
who dub themselves "Thought-
ful men." When atext from the
Word has been peculiarly pre-
cious to his heart, hewill hear
its authenticity impugned, the
tranglation disputed, or its Gos-
pel referencedenied. Hewill not
travel far onthedark continent
of modern thought before he
will find the efficacy of prayer
debated, the operation of divine
Providence questioned, and the

specia love of God denied. He
will find himself to beastranger
in a strange land when hebe-
ginsto speak of his experience,
and of theways of God to men.
Inal probability, if he befaith-
ful to hisoldfaith, hewill bean
aliento his mother’s children,
and find that his soul is among
lions. Towhatend, therefore, are
these strainings after a hollow
unity, when the spirit of fellow-
ship is altogether gone?

The world is large enough,
why not let us go our separate
ways? Loud is the cry of our
opponents for liberty; let them
haveit by all means. But let us
haveour liberty also. Thereisa
right of association which we
do not forego, and thisinvolves
aright of disassociation, which
we retain with equal tenacity.
Those who are so exceedingly
liberal, large-hearted, and broad-
minded might be so good asto
allow usto forego the charms of
their society without coming
under the full violence of their
wrath.

Separation The Only
Complete Protest

At any rate, cost what it
may, to separate ourselvesfrom
those who separate themselves
from the truth of God is not
aloneour liberty, but our duty. |
have raised my protest in the
only complete way by coming
forth, and | shall be content to
abide alone until the day when
the Lord shall judge the secrets
of al hearts; but it will not seem
tomeastrangethingif othersare
found faithful, and if others
judge that for them also thereis
no path but that which is pain-
fully apart from the beatentrack.

“(17) Now | beseech you,
brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid
them. (18) For they that aresuch

(See DRIFT on page 17)
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serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly; and by good
wordsand fair speechesdeceive
the heartsof thesimple. (19) For
your obedience is come abroad
unto al men. | am glad therefore
on your behalf: but yet | would
haveyou wise unto that which
is good, and simple concerning
evil. (20) And the God of peace
shall bruise Satan under your
feet shortly. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen” (Rom.16:17-20).

A Faithful Message From
The Past and A Timely
Word for the Present

‘For thereissomedanger of
fallinginto asoft and effeminate
Christianity, under the plea of a
lofty and ethereal theology.
Christianity wasborn for endur-
ance; not an exotic, but a hardy
plant, braced by the keen wind;
not languid, nor childish, nor
cowardly. It walkswith strong
stepand erect frame; itiskindly,
but firm; itis gentle, but honest;
itiscalm, but not facile; obliging,
but not imbecile; decided, but
not churlish. It does not fear to
speak the stern word of con-
demnation against error, nor to
raiseitsvoice against surround-
ing evils, under the pretext it is
not of this world; it does not
shrink from giving honest re-
proof, lest it come under the
charge of displaying an unchris-
tian spirit. It calls sin sin, on
whomsoever it is found, and
would rather risk the accusation
of being actuatedby a bad spirit
than not discharge an explicit
duty. Letus not misudgestrong
words used in honest contro-
versy. Out of the heat aviper
may come forth; but we shakeit
off and feel no harm. The
religion of both Old and New
Testamentsismarked by fervent
outspoken testimonies against
evil. To speak smooth thingsin

suchacasemay be sentimental-
ism, but it isnot Christianity. It
is a betraya of the cause of the
truth and righteousness. If any-
one should be frank, manly,
honest, cheerful (I do not say
blunt and rude, for a Christian
must be courteousand polite); it
is he who has tasted that the
Lord isgracious, andislooking
for and hasting unto the coming
of theday of God. | know that
charity covereth a multitude of
sins; but it does not call evil
good, because a good man has
done it; it doesnot excuse in-
consistencies, because the in-
consistent brother has a high
nameand afervent spirit; crook-
edness and worldliness are still
crookedness and worldliness,
though exhibited in one who
seemsto have reached no com-
mon height of attainment.s

BEES...
(Continued from page 15)

Well, let usimagine acom-
mittee of philosophers, poets,
lawyers, historians, or newspa-
per writers, employed to draw
up in advance a plan for the
Bible. It is highly probable that
such a committee would never
have agreed among themselves,
but it is certain that, if they had,
they would have given usa
Bible quite unlike the one it has
pleased God to bestow.

The lawyers would have
given us acode; the theol ogians
a catechism. The committee of
newspaper editors would have
provided us with an up-to-date
book, al headlines, sensation,
and picturesque descriptions.
The poets would have given us
an epic embroidered with son-
nets. The scientists would have
made science itself unneces-
sary by preparingacompendium
of al knowledge, thenatural his-
tory of thingsin general, abook
whichwould haveleft the planet
without a secret, and the human
intellect with nothing to interest
it.

Uninspired human litera-
ture presents many differences
from this great book. For in-
stance, Hodder's “Life of the
Earl of Shaftesbury” contains
some360,000words. Mr. Morley
writes “The Life of Gladstone”
on astill ampler scale in two
stupendous volumes.

But for the Life of Chrigt,
we have four thin pamphlets
not much larger than tracts.
Matthew tellsthe amazing story
in 23,000 words, whileMark re-
quiresonly 15,000 words.

In spite of innumerable at-
tempts at destruction, the book
lives on. Henry Rogers wrote
that “Thelittle ark of Jewish lit-
erature floats upon the surges of
time, whilethewrecked archives
of huge oriental empires are
turned into mere flotsam and
jetsam.”

How often has the Bible
been torn into rags, refuted and
destroyed! But, the anvil out-
lasts all thehammersthat smite
it. Themenwhoattack theBible,
the volumes written to disprove
it, areforgotten, whiletheimmor-
tal book lives on, surviving its
friends as well as its enemies.

Some strange gift of inde-
structible life is hidden in this
volume. History is strewn with
the wrecks of a hundred per-
ished literatures, but time has
no destroying office for biblical
records.

Some element, not born of
human genius, liesin its pages,
and outshines genius. Other
books have their day and die.
Their language grown obsol ete.
The world's thought runs in
new channels, and they are left
mere stranded wreckson time's
shore, but this Book belongs to
all the centuries and outlives
them all.

One sublime idea shines
behind the many books of the
Bible. This ideaistherecovery
of afallen race, and the instru-
ment of this great processisthe
Lord Jesus Christ. The Bibleis
nothing but aframe of historical

events in which the face of
Christ is set. All the early
books of the Bible prepare for
Him, point to Him, all the later
books look back to Him. Under
all itsformsthe Bibleisthusthe
servant of but one idea

Or, to vary the figure, the
Bible is a portrait. The face of
Christ looks out, tender, pure,
divine,—itmay be, withvarying
clearness, but from every page.
Is it credible that sixty-two
chance daubs of chance colors,
made without any agreement
among themselves by a number
of chance men, could possibly
produce a face that not only ar-
rests the attention but stirs the
love of theworld?

Tried by ordinary tests, the
Bible isthusthe great puzzle of
all literature. What istheexpla-
nation of the puzzle? The only
answer is that the Bibleisnot
the product of human genius. It
does not reflect the mind nor
record the discoveries of man.
It reflects themind of God. Itis
achannel through which runs a
stream of spiritual force. Itisnot
a discovery but a Revelation.

TheBibledoesnot argue. It
pronounces. It is not concerned
to prove by argument the foun-
dationsof religion, theexistence
and holiness of God, the eternal
authority of righteousness, the
moral nature of man, the fact of
sin, and of redemption from the
guilt and power of sin, and that
final judgment that awaits all
human deeds.

It assumes these truths and
proclaims them as certainties
that find their attestation in the
soul, itself. The Bible offers us,
not an argument, but amessage.
It is not man’s thoughts about
God, but God's thoughts about
man. So thenoteisawaysone
of authority — an authority
which cannot be assailed nor
challenged because itis final
and absolute. God has spoken.

Inview of thisgreat Revela-

(See BEES on page 21)
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When combined together,
Philadelphia, means “brotherly
love.” This word appears some
seven other times in the New
Testament and in every place
whereit appears, it istransated
“brotherlylove.” | wanttolook at
these this morning, because this
will show us something about
the nature and the character of
the church of Philadelphia.

In the 12th chapter of the
Book of Romans and verse10
weread: “Bekindly affectioned
one to another with
philadelphia,” that is with
“brotherly love.” In 1 Thes
salonians 4:9, “But as touching
brotherly love ye need not that |
write unto you: for ye your-
selves are taught of God to love
one another.” In Hebrews 13:1,
“Let brotherly love continue.”
In 1 Peter 1:22, “ Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren,
see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently.”
Lastly, in 2 Peter 1.7 “And to
godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness char-
ity.” We see herethat it is used
twiceinthisverse.

Now this is the same
“brotherly love’ that character-
ized this church in the city of
Philadelphia. 1t was achurch
that did have much love, that
did have great love, and it is
during this time that churches
manifestedtheir loveby sending
forth missionaries to al the
known continents of the world.
Sothiscity of brotherly loveisa
city that should be emulated.
This church of “brotherly love”
should be imitated, for wetoo
are to be a church of “brotherly
love.” Not just in the sense of
loving our brother who is our
brother in Christ, but in the
sense of loving our brother who
is our brother in Adam in order
that we might let them know, and

that we might prevail uponthem
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ
astheir personal Lord and Sav-
ior. God intended for His chur-
ches to be missionary. God in-
tended for usto beinterested in
our brothersin the flesh, so that
we might make them to become
brothersin the Lord by preach-
ing unto them the gospel in
order that they might be saved.

Now then | et us begin read-
ing and go through this passsage
as we have been doing on a
verse-by-verse basis. “And to
the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write; These
things saith he that is holy, he
that istrue, he that hath the key
of David.” Asin every case, the
author of theletter isidentified.
Asinall other cases, theidentity
of this author is shown by men-
tioning certain facts that were
mentioned concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ inthefirst chapter
of thisbook. Here we find three
marksof identification. Thefirst
mark is “Hethat is holy.” Now
this deals with character. The
Onethat isholy istheonethatis
right in character. The word
“holy” means to separate from
evil and to hateiit.

Now some people have a
misunderstanding about the na-
ture and the character of God.
All they know about God isthat
Godislove. Thatistrue. | would
not deny that for one moment.
But remember this. Godisasoa
God of justice, a God of righ-
teousness, and because of His
justice and His righteousness,
there are certain thingsthat God
hates.

Don't get theideathat it is
wrong to hate. There are some
things that we ought to hate.
Whatever God hates we ought
to hate, and we find here that
there are some things in the
Scripturesthat God saysthat He
hates. God hates sin. That’sone
thing. In the Book of Proverbs
there are some six things, yea
seven, the Scripture says, that
God hates.

In chapter 6 beginningwith
verse 16 we read: “These six
things doth the Lord hate: yea
seven are an abomination unto
him.” Here are five things that
God hates, and there are two
kinds of people that God hates.
Some people say that God does
not hate people, He just hates
their sin. Here we see that God
does hate certain kinds of peo-
ple. Let us note beginning in
verse 16. “These six things doth
theLord hate: yea, sevenarean
abomination unto him: A proud
look, a lying tongue, and hands
that shed innocent blood, An
heart that deviseth wicked
imaginations, feet that be swift
in running to mischief” (Prov.
16:16-18). That' sthefivethings.
Now | want you to notice these
last two.

“A false witness that
speaketh lies” (Prov. 6:19a).
Now He does not say that He
hates the lie, but He says He
hates the false witness that
speaketh thelie. Then He gives
a second one, “And he that
sowethdiscordamong brethren”
(Prov. 6:19b). God saystheseare
seven things He hates, so that
God is not only aGod of love,
but He is aGod of righteous-
ness, aGod of justice, and aGod
of wrath. Thereforewe needto
be careful lest we misunder-
stand and think that because God
isaGod of lovethat we can live
in sin and get by with our sins;
that somehow the love of God
is going to overlook al of this
and not do anything at all. But
God says that He is a God of
judgment aswell asGod of love.

Now the word “holy” im-
plies this. When you think of a
holy God you think of one who
can do no wrong. You think of
one who is perfection into its
ultimate degree, and God is
holy. Now when we read here
“These things saith he that is
holy” this identifies for us that
Jesus Christ alsois God. In sev-
era passages of the Old Testa
ment you will read about God

saying“ Theholy Oneof Isragl.”
Here we see that Jesus Christ
and the God of the Old Testa-
ment are identified as One, for
none except God is absolutely
holy. Jesus Christ then is God.
Regardless of what some people
may say today concerning the
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Jesus Christ is holy and there-
fore He is God.

Not only doesit say, “ These
things saith he that isholy,” but
italsosays, “Hethatistrue.” He
isnot only right in character, but
Heisaso right in His conduct.
Christisalwaysright. Hecando
no wrong. He cannot ever do
wrong. Jesus is contrasted here
with all the false gods so preva-
lent during that day and time.
Jesus Christ is still true, though
these New Testament churches
were not true. Though they lis-
tened to the lies of some round
about them and were contami-
nated by many of these things,
and though some of these
churches did not remain true,
yet Jesus Christ always remains
true.

I’ mamazedat how far some-
times true churches can go and
still bechurches. Thesechurches
that we have been reading
about, [not the church at Phila-
delphia because this is the
church of which thereisno con-
demnation of any kind men-
tioned] these churches al had
something wrong with them. It
isamazing that Jesus still recog-
nized them as true churches, as
valid churches, but sometimes
God’'s people can be rather
wicked people.

Turn with me to the Book
of Second Chronicles chapter
33 we read in verse 9, “So
Manasseh made Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalemto err,
and to do worse than the hea-
then, whom the Lord had de-
stroyed before the children of
Israel.” Now here is a caseof
the tribes of Manasseh and

(See CHURCH on page 19)
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Judah, and then particularly is
mentioned the inhabitants of
the city of Jerusalem, God's
particular or special city, and it
said that they were prevailed
upon by their neighbors round
about them to do worse than the
heathen. So here are some of
God’'s people that were living
worse lives than the heathen.
When you look at some of these
New Testament churches you
wonder how God couldlay claim
to them. When you look at the
church at Corinth with all her
sins, with everything that was
wrong within that church, you
wonder how the Lord could lay
claimtoitandsay thatit wasstill
one of His churches. But this
shows us the longsuffering of
God toward His churches. Now
these churches, in the New
Testament, and particularly these
seven churches, maybe the
church at Thyatira, but at least
some of these were seemingly
worse than some of the heathen
people themselves. They failed
in many cases, yet the Lord
Himself remained true all the
way through.

He says for the third thing
“Hethat hath the key of David.”
We find aplacetotiethat verse
to, the “key of David,” inIsaiah
22:22. " And the key of the house
of David will I lay upon his
shoulder; so he shall open, and
none shall shut; and he shall
shut, and none shall open.” So
we find here that again Jesus
Christ is identified as the One
that is the fulfillment of the
Scriptures predicting or proph-
esying concerning the coming
of the Messiah. He is to be the
one that has the key of David.
So that when this church of
Philadel phiareceivedthisletter,
and given the identification of
the author, they knew exactly
whowaswritingtothem. Thisis
coming fromtheir Head. Thisis
coming from the Lord Jesus

Christ. Heistheonethat isholy,
that is true, that hath the key of
David. He that openeth and no
man shutteth, and shutteth and
no man openeth.

Now this key represents
authority and power, and Hehas
this. In Matthew chapter 28 we
readthat Hehasall power. It says
inverse 18, “All power isgiven
unto me in heaven and in
earth.” In Matthew chapter 16
and verse 18 where He commis-
sioned or established or began
Hischurch, He says, “Upon this
rock | will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” because He
has the power to prevent any
from doing such. And thenin
the first chapter of the Book of
Revelation and verse 18,“l am
he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, | amalivefor ever-
more, Amen; and have the keys
of hell and of death.” Sothe
Lord then has all power, and all
authority, and He has all the
power that the church of Phila-
delphia needs. | also want to
point out that He has all the
power that the Central Baptist
Church of Little Rock needs.
We do not need to get our
power anywhereelse. Hehasall
power, and whatever God wants
this church to do, He has the
power to enable this churchto
do it, and we don't need to
question the fact that Hewill do
it. No matter what the job might
be; no matter how great it might
be; no matter how much it may
require, if God tellsustodoit,
He hasthe power to enable usto
doit, and Hewill enableusto do
it, because He says, “And he
that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no
man openeth.” Hecancontrol all
things.

| want you to noticethat He
opens and He closes according
to His sovereign will. God can
open mission fields or He can
close mission fields. God can
open a door and He can shut a
door, and whatever door God

opens, you can know that no
one will be able to shut it, and
whatever door God shuts, you
can know that no one will be to
open it.

As an example, | look at
Noah's ark. God opened the
door. He commanded Noah to
taketheanimalsintotheark. He
then commanded Noah and his
family toenterintotheark. Any-
body elsethat wanted to go in
the ark, they could gointheark
as long as the door was open.
But after Noah and hisfamily
had entered into the ark, then
when God shut the door, then
no one could open that door. It
was shut. It was sealed and God
istheonewho shutit and God is
the one who sealed it.

The same anaogy is true
concerning the door of sava
tion. At one time God had the
door of salvation opened to the
Jews. In the Old Testament we
see that God's message of
salvation was primarily to the
Jews, and it was open to the Jew
at that day and time, and what
Gentilesweresaved werearem-
nant out of the Gentilesand only
afew. Followingtherejection of
the Messiah by the Jewish
people, God has shut thedoor to
the Jews and the door is now
open unto the Gentiles, and we
now liveinthetimesof the Gen-
tileswhenthegospel primarilyis
being preached to Gentiles.
Now that does not say that Jews
cannot be saved, because there
isaremnant among the Jewsjust
as there was a remnant among
the Gentilesduring the Old Tes-
tament dispensation. So there
canbeandisaremnant today in
this New Testament dispensa
tion, aremnant among the Jews.

But just as God opened the
door for the Gentiles, one of
these days God is going to shut
the door for the Gentiles, and
when God shuts the door, no
man is going to be able to open
the door. | am certain that after
Noah and hisfamily werein the
ark, and God had shut the door

and sealed the door shut, that
there were literaly thousands
who sought to enter that ark
when therainsbegan tofall, but
therewas no entrance. The door
had beenshut. And itisgoingto
be the same when Jesus comes.
After Hecatchesall of Hissaved
off the earth and the Tribulation
Period begins, therearegoingto
be literally thousands, yea mil-
lions that are going to seek to
enter the door of salvation, and
are going to find out that God
has shut the door, and there will
be no hope of their salvation.

God has an open door right
now for you that are unsaved,
and the open door is an invita
tion for you to enter that door,
and that door istheLord Him-
self. Hesaysin John 146, “1 am
the way, the truth, and the life,
no man cometh unto the Father
but by me.” When He says“| am
the way” He means Heisthe
only way. When He says, “I
am the door” He means Heis
the only entrance into heaven,
and therefore the door is open
right now, anditisonly by going
through that door that you'll
ever get into heaven.

One of these days, the way
is going to be closed. One of
these days God is going to sed
off your hope of salvation, and
then aflood is going to pour out
upon this earth. Not a flood of
water as it was in the days of
Noah, for God saysthat He will
never destroy the world by
water again. It's going to be a
flood of judgment in which the
unsaved will enter the Tribula
tion Period and see the tribula-
tions of God as they are poured
out injudgment, just asit rained
40 days and 40 nights upon this
earth before. Just as when the
rains began to fal, [they had
never seen it rain before], and
fright cameuponthem, they then
fled to the door to enter in, and
found that the door was shut,
and there was no hope.

(See CHURCH on page 20)
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One of these days Jesus is
going to comeback. When Jesus
comes, He is going to shut the
door as far as you arecon-
cerned. There wil | be some
saved during the Tribulation
Period and there will be some
saved during the Millennium.
Therewill bemany that will be
saved, for it speaks of them as
multitudes out of every kindred,
and tongue and peoples and
nations upon the earth. You
need to know that you will not
be one of them, because
anybody who has heard the
gospel, of the Lord Jesus
Christ, anyone who has heard
the message of salvation and
the fact that Jesus Christ is the
door, if you are still hereafter
the rapture when Jesus begins
to pour out judgment upon the
earth, you may flee to the door,
but you will find that He has
already shut the door for you.
And you cannot be saved!

In Second Thessalonians
chapter 2, | want to show you
where God is going to sea the
door of salvation for you.
Though you may continue to
live for many years, evenif by
some means you should survive
the Tribulation Period, yet there
will not be any opportunity for
you to be saved. In verse 7,
“For the mystery of iniquity
doth already work: only he who
now letteth will let.” (That word
“let” means hindereth), “ hewho
now hindereth will hinder until
he be taken out of the way”
speaking of the Holy Spirit.
When the Holy Spirit is with-
drawnfromthisearth, al believ-
ersare going to be withdrawn at
thesametime, sotherewill beno
saved people on the earth at the
point of the time called the rap-
ture. The saved will be resur-
rected, those who are on earth
will betrandated, andall will be
raptured at that time.

In verse 8 it says, “And

then shall that Wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with
the brightness of his coming;
Even him, whosecoming isafter
the working of Satan with all
power and signsand lying won-
ders.” Thisistaking about the
Antichrist. The Antichrist will
not be revealed until after the
Rapture.

But now notice, verse 9,
“Even him, whose coming is
after the working of Satan with
all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceiva-
bleness of unrighteousness in
them that perish; because they
received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved.”
Thisiswhy people are going to
be left behind, because they
“received not the love of the
truth.” Who isthe Truth? Jesus
says, “| amtheway, thetruth,
the life.” He is the truth and it
says that they received not the
love of the truth that they might
be saved. “ And for this cause.”
What cause? Because they did
not receivethetruth. They heard
the message, they heard the
truth, they knew how to be
saved, but they would not trust
Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior. They rejected Him.

Verse 11, “And for this
cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they
should believe alie: that they
all might be damned who be-
lieved not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.”
So, unsaved person, God’ sdoor
of salvation is open now. You
can be saved today. All that
God requires of youforyouto
be saved isthat you beasinner.
That's all. If you are a sinner,
then God offers you savation
free if you will ssimply receive
Jesus Christ and trust Him as
your personal Lordand Savior.
If you do that, you can be saved
today. If you do not, that is a
rejection of salvation. That is
what the Biblerefersto asunbe-

lief.

Now |I'm not going to say
you can't be saved tonight. I'm
not going to say you can't be
saved tomorrow or next week. |
don’t know, but God does tell
you that you can be saved now,
and that's all | can tell you. |
don’t know if you'll be here to-
night, or tomorrow, or next
week, or next month. | don’t
know, but | do know you can be
saved now, because the door of
salvation is open now. | do
know this, that when Jesus re-
turnsto this earth, and when all
the saved are raptured and
caught up to bewith Him in the
air, the door of salvation will be
shut for you at that moment.
Y oumay livefor years, youmay
have aBible, you may read your
Bible. Y ou may remember being
in preaching services. Y ou may
even recognhize what is taking
place. Youmay even begin to
beg and cry and ask God to
open the door, but God says
when He shutsthe door, no man
is going to open that door, just
asit occurred during the days of
Noah. When the beginnings of
the Tribulation Period begin,
and the awful judgmentsof God
begin to rain down upon this
earth, as the rains came down
during the days of Noah, you
may want to be saved then, but
you will find out that itistoo
late. How come?Verse 11,“ And
for this cause God shall send
them.” Who? Unbelievers like
you. Thoseof youwho heardthe
message and did not receive the
message. God is going to send
you astrong delusion that you
should believe alie. “That they
all.” All of youthat are herethis
morning unsaved, and who
refuse to receive Jesus Chrigt,
“That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.”

You know, that's hard to
think of. It’ shard to conceive of
the fact that men can want to be
saved, can beg and cry and

plead unto God, and yet God
won't hear. God won't answer
them. But this is exactly what
God says is going to happen.
God is going to shut the door
and no manwill beableto open
it.“Becausel havecalled, andye
refused; | have stretched out my
hand, and no man regarded”
(Prov.1:24). In other words, this
is theway itistoday. God calls
sinners to believe today. God
cals sinners to repentance to-
day, yet He says, “I have
called, and ye have refused.” If
you're still unsaved, you have
so far. “I have called and ye
have refused; | have stretched
out my hand, and no man re-
garded.” Just as adrowning
man in the water and a hand is
stretched out to him and he ig-
nores the hand, God stretches
out His hand, He offersyou sal-
vation, and He says you have
disregarded. “No man re-
garded” My hand.

“But ye have set at nought
all my counsel.” How many
times God has counseled you,
advised you, exhorted you, and
told you what was best for you,
and you have reected His
counsel and His advice? “And
would none of my reproof.”
How many times has God re-
proved you? How many times
has God chastened you? How
many times has God judged
you, made you undergo some
kind of illness or sicknessto get
your attention, and to tell you “I
am dealing with you because |
want you to realize you need to
be saved?’ And He says, “And
you would none of my reproof,”
you ignored Me. Then He
says in verse 26, “I also will
laugh at your calamity; | will
mock when your fear cometh.”
When the door is shut, God is
going to sit back and laugh at
your calamity, because you re-
fused to receive Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior.

Hecontinuessaying, “ When

(See CHURCH on page 21)
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your fear cometh asdesolation,
and your destruction cometh
asa whirlwind; when distress
and anguish cometh upon you.
Then shall they call upon me,
but | will not answer.” Today,
Godishere, and God will listen,
and when you call upon the
Lord, receiving Him as your
Lord and your Savior, He hears
you. He responds to you, but
when the door is shut as the
door of Noah's ark was shut,
you can cry out, you can shout,
you can knock on that door, and
God says | will not hear. “They
shall call upon me, but | will not
answer; they shall seek me
early, but they shall not find me:
For that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of
the Lord; They would none of
my counsel: they despisedall my
reproof. Therefore shall they
eat of the fruit of their own
way, and be filled with their
own devices. For the turning
away of the simple shall slay
them, and the prosperity of
foolsshall destroy them.” (Prov.
1:24-32).

But now listen to this last
verse, “But whoso hearkeneth
unto me shall dwell safely, and
shall be quiet from fear of evil”
(Prov. 1:33). God has placed an
open door now. No one can shut
that door. That meansthat there
is nobody that can prevent you
frombeing saved. EventheDevil
himself with all of hispower,
withall of hisdemons, the Devil
and his demons and hell itself
cannot prevent you from being
saved, because God has placed
an open door there, and theinvi-
tation is there for you to come
in. And Satan can't stop you
from being saved. You may
think so, but he cannot do so.
If yourealy want to be saved,
God says that there is an open
doorand all you need to do is
tocomeunto Him, trust Him, re-
ceiveHimasyour personal Lord

and Savior, andyou’'ll besaved.
One of these days though that
door will be shut. Youwill not
be saved. You may live fifty
years after that, and still not be
saved, because when God
shuts the door, no man can
open the door.

What makesthedifference?
God does. God does thisin His
sovereign will. Hehastheright
to open the door whenever He
chooses, He has the right to
close the door whenever He
chooses, and right now, God
has opened the door of salva-
tion. It is open to us Gentiles
today to be saved. One of these
days He's going to shut it, and
then it will betoo late for you.
Will you enter the door today?
Will you trust Jesus Christ?
Will you receive Him as your
Lordand as your Savior?

When we get further into
thisBook of Revelation, you're
going to find out that we're
living in the last daysanditis
not long unti | we're going to
see come to pass those things
whichare written in theBook of
Revelation. That meansthetime
isshort. It'snot long until Jesus
isgoingtocomeagain, andwhen
He does, the door isgoing to be
shut. This could happen to day.
| don’ tknowwhenHe' scoming,
but whenever He comes, you
know this, that that is going to
seal your doom because you
received not the love of the
truth,” you did not trust Jesus
Christ as your Lord and your
Savior. Will you trust Him to-
day?Will you receive Him now
and be saved?e

SDA ...
(Continued from page 8)

manity Christ partook of our
sinful, fallen nature.” Incontrast
with this read John 14:30 and 1
John 3:5.

4. Adventism teaches that
the soul deeps after death.
They take passages that refer
to the body and make them to

apply to the whole person.
Refutation of this theory is
found in Paul’ swords, “ Absent
from the body — present with
the Lord,” and “Havingadesire
to depart and be with Christ.”

5. Adventism teachescon-
ditional immortality. They
deny that all persons must live
forever somewhere. Immortality
they say is received on certain
terms, and unlessitisreceived a
person is annihilated. They
teach, consistent with this, that
there shall be no future, eterna
punishment. Rather therewill be
annihilation of thefinally im-
penitent. Matthew 25:46 suffi-
ciently refutes this.

6. Adventism putsthe be-
liever back under the law by
meansof itsSabbath teaching.
The truth is the Sabbath was
givento only onerace, and as a
sign between that race, Isragl,
and God (Ex. 31:12-18). Besides
the Scripturesteach (Rom. 6:14)
that the believer is “not under
law, but under grace.”

Despite their Sabbath
teaching, the Adventists do not
observe the Sabbath according
to the regulations laid down in
the Old Testament. They just
“keep at it.”

7.Adventismhasawar ped
and unscriptural eschatology.
The system foisted on them by
Mrs. White cannot be changed
no matter how erroneous it is
shown to be. Adventists teach
that the papacy is Anti-christ.
This is plain violation of the
clear teaching of Scripture that
Anti-Christ shall be a person,
and not a system. They aso
make Sunday to be the mark of
thebeast. Thisviolatestheplain
Bible teaching that the mark of
theBeast will bean actual mark,
imposed by an actual person —
not a day advocated by a sys-
tem.

8. Adventism often works
in a sneaking, underhanded
way in propagating its faith.
Oftenthey put up atent or taber-
nacle and advertise attractive

subjects very widely, while
keeping the name of the sect in
the dark. They give the impres-
sion that they are some other
group until they secure the con-
fidence of the people — then as
they near the close of their
meeting, they begin to feed
people their adventism. They
advertise and sell their booksin
thesameway. “Hereisabook to
help you understand the Bible
better.” The book is bought
without the person knowing
that it is adventism.

Seventh Day Adventismis
aform of “Galatianism.” Itisa
legalistic system and it has its
refutation in the letter to the
Galatians. Adventism grows
largely through proselyting tac-
tics, asthey get accessto homes
and bring in their heresies. The
proper safeguard for churches
to takeisto tell people the truth
as to their teachings. Few
people would be led off after
them if they knew their red
teachings.e

BEES...
(Continued from page 18)

tion, it surely is worth while
to pay attention to the advice
given humanity in the Bible.
The message it delivers is
concerned with the problem of
making a way of escapeforall
of us sinners from the penalty
of sin which is death. “The
soul that sinneth, it shal die’
ends all discussion. But here
God steps in and offers a
remedy — a Divine Substitute
for usin the Person of His Son,
who died for us “in our room
and stead.” God requires one
thing only — that we link
ourselves up with this Son —
the blessed Man of Galilee. To
refuse means eternal
punishment; but to accept
means eternal life. Who would
choose the former when the
conseguences are known? Will
you take Jesus NOW? -- Next:
Baby BeesAndtheir Nurses.
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An Average Month In the
Seminary

Beginning with this month,
weexpect to bring areport of the
seminary andtheworkinMéxico
inTheBaptist Challenge. Usu-
ally it will be about two months
late due to thefact that we get
the materia ready for TBC
nearly a month ahead of time,
and then it takes awhile for the
information to get to us from
México.

Bro. Ezequiel “Zeke”
Sanchez is in charge of the
seminary and is responsible for
seeing that we get the reports
each month, but | am sure that
therewill betimesthat they will
be late. Also, when you are
teaching classesin the seminary
everything is just about the
same every month and it is
sometimes hard to make the re-
portsinteresting, but wewill do
our best.

Also, | have asked him to
send us a picture and biography
of each of the preachers in the
seminary, and he says that he
will have these shortly. As you
will note from his letter, we
presently have eight men that
are studying, one of which is
ready to graduate soon as he
will have completed all five
years of his training, and then
one that is a first year student,

just beginning.

We urge you to pray for
these young men as México
may beinfor somereal difficult
times ahead. If you have been
reading your newspapers lately,
you know that México is on the
verge of having a war inthe
State of Chiapas and we have
mission work in the State of
Chiapas, only on the far side
fromwherethefightingisgoing
on. However, they have had
somenear riotsinVillahermosa,
the capital of the State of
Tabasco, and Villahermosa is
only 30 minutes drive from
Cardenaswhereour seminary is
located. So far it hasn’t caused
usany problems, but it very well
could cause problemsin the fu-
ture.

| asked Bro. “ Zeke” to have
each of the young men in the
seminary to write us a brief
resumé of their work, and rather
than writing it in the form of a
letter, they simply gavedetail sof
their work for each week of the
month of January. In the next
reports, | hope to have more de-
tailsastotheir work, althoughas
you know, they spend the week
in studying in the seminary, and
only work in the churches and
missions on weekends, so most

of their time istaken upin
studying.

Today isFebruary 15 and |
just received these letters, but
they will give youalittleinfor-
mation as to how their month is
taken up.

Please remember the semi-
nary in prayer and especially the
teachers.

Ezekiel Sanchez

Dear Brother Moser:

| take this opportunity to
greet you, your family and the
Central Baptist Church.

The purpose of thisletteris
to inform you about the month
of January. | am sending the fi-
nancial report for the seminary
and also a report about each of
the students and their respec-
tive congregations.

Theseminary isgoingaong
smoothly now. The students
havetheir own study areawhere
they can do their assignments.
Also aplace for the teachers to
work after their classes have
ended each day.

Brother, | went through an
experience this month that |
have never had to go through
before. The 15th of January, we
werein aservice when my wife
began to bein great pain. | had
totakeher totheRed Crosswhere
she stayed for 3 hours. When
she worsened, | took her out of
there. At home she got no

better, so | went to look for a
Doctor that has helped usin the
past. He came to the house and
after applying histreatment, she
began to fedl better. | just about
lost my wife, but, thank theL ord,
he left her here with me and
restored her to health.

Brother, | would liketo tell
you that there is a young man
that withinsix monthswill finish
his five years of preparation in
the seminary. | am wondering
whether to have a graduation
servicethen or wait until theend
of the year. | will leavethat up
toyou. If wewait until theend of
the year, this young man would
stay on to give classes in the
seminary next semester, while
also traveling to hismission.

As to the number of stu-
dents, we have eight: onein the
first year, Moisés Sanchez
Suarez, who is in charge of the
church in “Nuevo Centro”, the
municipality of Huimanguillo,
Tabasco.

As to textbooks for the
seminary, for this time, | found
all the books we needed here.
They were very expensive, but
thanks to the Lord and you, be-
cause you sent enough to cover
this amount.

Also, | am being asked for
the following titles: “Los
Bautistas Atravéz de los

(See MEXICO on page 23)
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Siglos’ (Baptists Throughout
The Ages), “ ¢Por Que Se Debe
Ser Bautista?” (Why Be A
Baptist), and “La Seguridad
Eterna del Creyente” (Eternal
Security of the Believer). Please
send 20 of each. You can de-
duct theamount frommy salary.

Also, | would like to know
when you will begin deducting
me for the money you loaned
me to finish my house.

Please receive warmest
greetingsfromall of thestudents
withall their heart.

Sincerely, thedirector of
the seminary,
Brother Snchez.

Student Reports

Report for Jesis Gomez
Aguilar from “Mision Evan-
gélica Bautista Jests la Luz del
Mundo” in Colonia Jacinto L 6-
pez city of Cardenas, Tabasco.

Jan 6 — Gave study on
WhattheBibledoesinourlives.”

Jan 7 — visited the sick.

Jan 8— Ledtheprogramin
morning service; preached to
young people in afternoon.

Jan 15— GaveBiblestudy;
taught young people's; led in
the evening service

Jan 20 — Preached in the
evening service at church

Jan 21 — Traveled back to
Seminary.

Baldemar Herndndez Diaz
from the Congregacion Bautista
“Cristo es la Verdad,” in
Trinidad Catalina, Jonuta,
Tabasco.

Jan 1— Sunday School de-
votional; preached in the
evening service.

Jan 6 — Doctrine classes.

Jan7— Preached onspecial
themesat Bible Club.

Jan 8 — Sunday School de-
votional; preached in evening
service.

Jan 13 — Doctrine classes.

Jan 14 — Preached funeral
service.

Jan 15 — Sunday School
devotional; Preached evening
service.

Jan 19 — Taught doctrine
classes.

Jan 20 — Young People’s
meeting.

Jan 21 — Sunday School
devotional; Preached evening
service.

Jan 26 — Taught doctrine
class.

Jan 27 — Young People’s
Meeting.

Jan 29 — Sunday School
devotional; Preached evening
service

Ismael Miranda L 6pez,
“lglesia Bautista Independiente
Jesus el Buen Pastor.”

Jan 8 — Gave a Bihle
study in the mission in San
Eligio Cunduacan.

Jan15— L edtheprogramin
the church.

Jan21— Preachedaservice
in the home of one of the mem-
bers.

Jan 22 — Sunday School
class to teens at the church.

Jan 27— Preached adoctri-
nal message.

Jan 28 — Bible study to
young people.

Jan 29 — Sunday School
class to teens.

Pastor Pedro Sanchez
Martinez, “Iglesia Evangelica
Bautista Independiente La
Nueva.” Jerusalem, at Poblado
C-40, Huimanguillo, Tabasco

Each Week in January:

Sun. — Sunday School
lesson and preached in the
morning service; preached in
the evening service aso.

Mon.—GaveBibleStudy to
the ladies group.

Tue. — Visits, house to
house evangelism and with the
sick.

Wed. — Midweek Prayer
Meeting.

Thu. — Work in themis-

sion in Poblado - “Monte de
Oro.”
Fri.—BibleDoctrineclass.
Sat. -- Young People’ sser-
vice

Melquisedec Almeida
Jiménez

Jan 6-8 — In a mission out
of our church inLindaVista,
VeraCruz.

Friday — Bible study on
Articlesof Faith.

Sat— Evangeismworkwith
the brethren in the mission.

Sun. — Taught Sunday
School and preached evangelis-
ticsermon.

Jan13-15— | wasincharge
of things at the church because
the pastor was away at the mis-
sionwherel work inthe State of
VeraCruz.

Friday — Message on the
Humiliationof Christ.

Sat. — Madeavisit.

Sun. — Preached in both
services.

Jan. 20-22 In the mission
again.

Friday — Study on Articles
of Faith.

Sat. — Visitation with the
brethren.

Sun. — Sunday School and
evening message.

Jan 27-29 In my churchin
Huimanguillo.

JuanManuel PalmaPér ez,
“lglesia Bautista Independiente
- Sol deJusticia’ in Ejido Rafael
Martinez Escobar., municipality
of Huimanguillo, Tabasco.

Jan 6 — Bible Study in
evening.

Jan7— Lesson preparation
inmorning. Ladies' Bible Study
inafternoon (Baptist Doctrinein
OneY ear) followed by visitsto
some discouraged brethren.

Jan 8 — Sunday School
Lesson, (Baptist Doctrine in
One Year); Preached in after-
noon on “The Church That
Jesus Built”; also preached in
evening service.

Jan 13 — Evening Bible

Study

Jan 14— Morning personal
study; Ladies Bible Class in
afternoon; visits with the sick.

Jan 15 — Sunday School
(Baptist Doctrinein One Y ear);
Afternoon, preached on “The
Church that Jesus Built.”
Preached in evening service.

Jan 20 — Evening Bible
Study.

Jan 21— Morning personal
study; Ladies Bible Study
(Baptist DoctrinelnOne Y ear;”
visitswith sick.

Jan 22 — Sunday School
(Baptist DoctrinelnOne Y ear;”
Afternoon preached on “The
Church that Jesus Built”;
Preached evening service.

Jan 27 — Evening Bible
Study.

Jan 28 Morning personal
study; Ladies Bible Study,
(Baptist Doctrine In One Y ear);
Preached in specia evening
service.

Jan 29 — Sunday School
“Baptist DoctrineIn One Y ear);
afternoon preaching (The
Church That Jesus Built);
preached evening service.

Federico Rodriguez
Alejandro, “Congregacion
BautistaEben-Ezer” inEjidoAr-
royo Nacajuca, Tabasco.

Jan 6-8 — Doctrinal Bible
Study; Business meeting; Sun-
day School and worship service,
visitsin homes.

Jan 13-15 — Week of spe-
cia prayer finishing Saturday
with evangelization work, Sun-
day School, visits, preaching
service.

Jan27-29— BibleDoctrine
class; Evangelization; Homilet-
ics class; Sunday School; visits
inhomes.

Moisés Sanchez Suarez
(first year student). Lalglesia
Bautista Independiente “El
Monte Hermen” de Nuevo
Centro, Pico de Oro, Human-

(See MEXICO on page 24)
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" Prophets Quarters’
For Missionaries

Dear Bro. Moser:
| am writing to ask you to
relay the information about our
"Prophets Quarters' here at
Parkview Baptist Church in
Childress, Texas. We have fur-
nished our parsonage for the
use of any unaffiliated Baptist
missionary who needs it. This
isavery large house with plenty
of roomfor any sizefamily.
Childress is mid-way be-
tween Amarillo and Wichita
Falls, on highway 287 in north-
west Texas. From Childress a
missionary would be able to
work the north and western
parts of Texas aswell asmuch
of Oklahoma and New Mexico.
The church phone number
is(817)937-3005.
Don McFarland, Pastor

MEXICO...
(Continued from page 23)

guillo, Tabasco.

Jan. 2 — We began classes
and went out tothefield over the
weekend.

Jan. 6-8 — In charge of the
work in my church; | preached
Friday evening.

Sat. we met in the church
also.

Sun., Sunday School with
the teens and preached in
evening service. Monday | re-
turned to the seminary.

Jan. 13-15— Friday visited
the church in Martinez Escobar.
Saturday back inmy ownchurch.

Jan 27-29— Friday busy in
the church; Saturday, Sermon
preparation for Sunday.

Sun.— Sunday School with
teens and preached in the
evening.

Monday returned to semi-
nary.

Your purchase of
Challenge Press Books
Helps The Baptist
Challenge

Book Review: A World
“Church” Is Planned 2000
AD.

By Edgar C. Carlide, Carlide
Books BC, 2413 Zion Park,
Yukon, OK 73099. $7.50 plus
$1.25 shipping. Five or more
copies $5 each plus 50¢
shipping.

A Nazarene university pro-
fessor said, “ Thisbook isan eye
opener.” A Baptist university
professor said, “Most pastors
and members don’'t know the
information that is in this book
and they need it.

Edgar C. Carlisle, Baptist
pastor and prophecy lecturer,
has recently published a highly
informative book that explains
the Bible prophecies concern-
ing the Babylonian movement
that will soon produce a world
“church.” The book shows the
origin of this movement, how it
spawned the foreign religions
and then spread into all Chris-
tian denominations.

Carlise’ shook revealshow
several powerful religiousorga
nizationsover theworld arenow
feverishly pushing for world
union. In 1993 Pastor Carlisle
visited one such meeting in
Chicago with 7000 attending
and representing 250 religions,
including foreign faiths, Jew-
ish, Catholic, Protestant and
Baptists. While there he heard
their plans to unite all religions
into a United Nations of Reli-
gion by 2,000 A.D. This book
contains their charter for world
union. It reveals that another
such international meeting was
held last October 8-10 in
Khartoum, Sudan, Africa. This
meeting also called for aunion
of the world's religions and
world government.

Carlisle shook exposesthe
catalyst that has been breaking
down the separation between
theworld’ sreligions and Chris-
tian denominations. This factor
hasthusenabled Babylonianism
to spark the urge to merge.

Thispowerful, documented

book exposes how this rapidly
approaching world *“church”
will actually work with the
antichrist. It then reveals how
thisentiresystemwill cometoa
startling, sudden destruction.

Millions, including someof
your friends, are being deceived
and led into thisreligioustrap.
In view of this, Carlide’s book
will provide you with reliable
conversational, teaching and
preaching information. It will
be excellent for class study.

[Book Review furnished by
Bro. Edgar Carlisle.]*

The Saboteur

He has been a member of
the churchfor years, and always
a generous contributor. He is
in his place in the houseof wor-
ship regularly, and lives a life
of unquestioned moral quality.
he can always be relied upon to
be at a meeting of the board,
and in matters of doctrine and
belief heisaltogether orthodox.
He will lead in public prayer
when called upon to do so, and
no man surpasses him in
private helpfulness to the
widow and the orphan. he puts
his church ahead of hislodge,
his committee duties ahead of
his own personal business, and
his missioanry pledge ahead of
hisclub dues. But heisguilty of
sabotage!

Among his businessfriends
who are not churchemen, he
complains about "the way the
churchisrun" -- and thus alien-
ates them further. He criticizes
the preacher and the Sunday
School teacher inthe presence
of hischildren-- and thusincites
them to rebellion against the
church. He stirs up strife and
spreads discontent among the
people if he cannot have his
own way at the board meeting
-- thus sinning against the fel-
lowship. Hecomplainsaboutthe
apportionments, declaring that,
"The overhead is too high." He
becomes the center of a little

group of malcontents and
"fights for aprincipl€e" until the
life of the entire congregationis
disrupted.

Hisgenerosity, his depend-
ability and his mora character
entitlehimto aplace of honorin
thelife of the church.

His spirit of criticism, his
disposition to peddle gossip,
and his derisive attitude, com-
bine to make him a dangerous
saboteur. -- Copiede
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