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Cremation! What Does God Think?

By Missionary David Cloud

[Within thelast two months
| have received two letters ask-
ing about an article on Crema-
tion that was previously
printed in The Baptist Chal-
lenge. | have also noticed ar-
ticlesonthe same subject in sev-
eral other Baptist papers. Snce
this subject seemsto be of inter-
est once again, we are reprint-
ing this article which last ap-
pearedin TheMarch 1989issue
of The Baptist Challenge.]

* % %

In a book recently pub-
lished on the subject of Chris-
tian funerals, a writer gives the
following advice regarding cre-
mation: “ Personally theminister
may or may not approve of such
proceedings. Privately, he is
free to hold any opinion that he
will. But officially he should
keep an open mind. Inthe Chris-
tian religion there is nothing
that frowns upon cremation or
requires burial.”

This is wrong and evil
counsel. We fed it is also a
very strange statement, being
made as it is by a pastor who
professedly studies and be-
lievesthe Bible. The sad fact is
that the practice of cremation
is quickly on therisein the so-
caled “Christian” nations of
the West. Until recently burial

prevailed amost universaly as
thecommon methodfor disposal
of the dead in Western nations,
and cremation was |ooked upon
as something practiced only by
atheistsor thosetotally ignorant
of the Bible. The turn back to
cremation can be seen in direct
connection with the rapidly in-
creasing apostasy from the
Word of God in those nations
where Christianity is the domi-
nant faith.

In my home state, Florida,
apopular retirement areafor the
elderly duetoitstropical climate,
ads aretakenoutinloca news
papers inviting people to join
“clubs’ for quite inexpensive
fees, the membership of which
allows one the “benefit” of dis-
counts on cremation expenses.

All  of this is against the
Bible, though. Cremation is a
heathen custom, meaning a
practice of people who do not
have the Bible, or else have re-
jected its authority. And it is
frightening to see Americans
who in recent years commonly
considered cremation wrong,
now accept theabominableprac-
tice even with the blessing of
their church leaders.

By now many are surely
thinking, “How can thisman be
SO certain cremation iswrong?
Isit really important whether or
not a dead body is burned or

buried?” If the Bible did not
speak clearly on this issue and
givesuchclear example,itwould
indeed not matter. But when
God has spoken, when He has
shown the way, we dare not ig-
nore Hiscounsel for the popular
thinking of modern man — or
modern preachers!

As proof of our contention
that cremation is unchristian
and unbiblical, we offer thefol-
lowing eight reasons. The basic
outlinefor thefollowingisfrom
James Fraser’s excellent book,
Cremation—Islt Christian?,
published by L oizeaux Brothers,
Neptune, New Jersey. Butletme
also say that we had cometo see
that cremation iswrong — yea,
evil — long before we read
Brother Fraser’ shook. Our expe-
riencesasmissionariesin Nepal
and India and a study of God's
Word had taught us this.

CremationHasA Heathen
Originand Pur pose,
WhereasGod’ sPeopleHave
AlwaysPracticed Burial

At the outset let me answer
an objection sometimes made at
this point. The objection s,
“Yes, God' speopleintheBible
practiced burial. Theexampleis
clearly there. But arewebound
to follow these examples, as

they are not direct commands?’
The answer is given in no
uncertaintermsin Romans15:4,
“For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written
for our learning...” Andagainin
1 Corinthians 10:11 we read,
“Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples. and
they arewritten for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of
the world are come.” God is
saying in these passages, “Yes,
you aretofollow the Bible' sex-
amples as well as its direct in-
structions.”

AHeathenOrigin

Cremation as practiced to-
day in the more technically ad-
vanced nations no longer has
the physical ghastliness associ-
ated with cremations performed
in the poorer parts of the world.
The modern method incorpo-
rates the use of an exceedingly
hot incinerator which reduces
the body to ashes in a matter of
minutes completely out of the
view of loved ones and the
public.

Not soin India, Nepal, and
other parts of South Asia, the
area of our missionary ministry.
| am convinced that if Chris-
tians in America and Europe

(See CLOUD on page 14)
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The Book of Revelation -- Message #20
The Woman Jezebel

By M. L. Moser, Editor

“And unto the angel of the
churchin Thyatirawrite; These
things saith the Son of God,
who hath his eyes like unto a
flame of fire, and his feet are
likefinebrass; | knowthyworks,
and charity, and service, and
faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more
than the first. Notwithstanding
| have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach
and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat
thingssacrificeduntoidols. And
| gave her spaceto repent of her
fornication; and she repented
not. Behold, | will cast her into
a bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent
of their deeds. And | will kill
her children with death; and
all the churches shall know

that | am he which searcheth
the reins and hearts: and | will
give unto every one of you ac-
cording to your works. But unto
you | say, and unto the rest in
Thyatira, as many as have not
this doctrine, and which have
not known the depths of Satan,
as they speak; | will put upon
you none other burden. But that
which ye have already hold fast
till I come. And he that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will | give
power over the nations. And he
shall rule them with a rod of
iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers:
evenas| received of my Father.
And | will give himthe morning
star. Hethat hathan ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto
thechurches’ (Rev. 2:18-29).

Thismorning, welooked at
the first part of this letter to the
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church at Thyatira, particularly
concerning those things which
the Lord complimented; the
things whereof He was able to
tell them that there were things
that were admirable within that
church. | want us to look this
evening at a complaint that the
Lord hasagainst thischurch. He
says, beginning in verse 20,
“Notwithstanding | have a few
things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to se-
duce my servantsto commit for-
nication, and to eat things sac-
rificed unto idols. And | gave
her spaceto repent of her forni-
cation; and she repented not”
(Rev.2:20-21).

Now inthebeginning of our
studies we pointed out the fact
that these seven different
churches correspond to the
seven feasts in the Book of
Leviticus and to the seven
parables inthe 13th chapter of
the Book of Matthew. Each of
these churches represents, be-
sidesaspecificlettertoaspecific
church, also periods of timethat
are to come to pass.

For instance, this church,
the church of Thyatira, isrepre-
sentative of that time between
606A.D.and 1500A.D. or about
the time of what is called the
Reformation Period. Aswelook
at these things concerning
these seven churches, we find
that the things mentioned about
each church correspond with
thethingsthat took place during
this period of history. Here we
read concerning this woman
Jezebel, concerning the things
that she was alowed to do
within that church.

Now weturn back for afew
moments to the 13th chapter of
the Book of Matthew, and ook
at the parable that corresponds
with thissame church. Noticein
verse 33 of Matthew 13 that it
talks about a woman as well.
Verse 33 reads: “Another par-
able spake he unto them; The

kingdom of heaven islike un-
to leaven, which a woman took
and hid in three measures of
meal, till the whole was leav-
ened. All these things spake
Jesus unto the multitude in
parables; and without a par-
able spake he not unto them:
That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet, say-
ing, | will open my mouth in
parables; | will utter things
which have been kept secret
from the foundation of the
world” (Mt.13:33-35).

Here in this parable it also
speaksabout awoman. | want us
to look tonight at some of the
things that this woman has
done. We read verse 33 again,
“The kingdom of heaven is like
unto leaven, which a woman
took, and hid in three measures
of meal, till the whole was
leavened.” This corresponds
with this church in the Book of
Revelation in that both of them
have a woman that isinvolved
in theintroduction of false doc-
trine into Christianity or into
Christendom. Now that is con-
trary to the general interpreta-
tion of thisparable. The general
interpretation of this parable is
that the meal istheworld, some-
thing bad that needs a new
transforming principal put into
it. If you were to hear the
average preacher preach today,
and he were to preach upon this
parable of the woman and the
leaven, this is what he would
tell you. Hewould tell you that
the meal is the world, that the
worldisbad, and thereforethere
must be something good in-
jected into it.

This then brings you to the
leaven, and the averageinter-
pretation is that the leaven is
the gospel; that it must be hid
withinit beforeit can affect any
change. So, they say, that the
gospdl, the leaven, is brought
secretly intotheworld whereby
it gradudly permeatestheworld.

(See JEZEBEL on page 5)
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No Bible Ver se Speaks of Being
"Sain In The Spirit"

By Nick Michalinos, Pastor
Austin Avenue Baptist Church, Pasadena, Texas

Question: Where is the
versein the Bible that speaks of
being “dain in the Spirit?’

Answer: Search if you
will, but you'll notfindaverse
inthe Biblethat speaks of being
“dlain in the Spirit.” It's one of
those things that folks have re-
peated so many timesasaBible
Truth, that some folks without
investigating, are convinced it
isBible Truth. Like the old say-
ing, “cleanliness is next to
godliness.”

| was sincere at onetimein
believing there was such a
statement to be found in the
Bible, but | wassincerely wrong.
Therearesincerepeoplewhoare
convinced that being “dlain in
the Spirit” isaBiblical Truth, a
scriptural experience, but they
aredeceived by their instructors
who are pastors of evangelists.
They demonstrate their
“dlayings’ on TV often.

The demonstration that
supposedly teaches this “doc-
trine of men” iswhen apreacher
who feels an anointing come on
himwill either touch or blow his
breath on someone, and they
will then fall backward into the
arms of a waiting attendant.
Somehow, they aways fall
backward, never forward or
sideways. It' salwaysbackward,
and conveniently, there is al-
ways someone there to catch
them to seemingly keep them
from being injured.

Once a person who was
supposedly dlain in the Spirit
fell on an elderly woman, and
thisinjury resulted in her death.
The elderly woman had come
forward to be healed.

From my observation,
these so-called “dayings’ usu-

ally takeplaceinchurchservices
or evangelistic meetings, after
congregational emotions have
reached their highest pitch. The
“dain” ones are said to be ben-
efited spiritually by the experi-
ence.

| once heard a preacher use
Isa. 66:16 to provethis“sainin
the Spirit” doctrine. Would you
please read this verse, and see
if it even remotely resembles
what we are seeing today? “ For
by fire and by his sword will
the Lord plead with all flesh:
and the dlain of the Lord shall
be many.” There isabsolutely
no connection at all.

Christ was once confronted
by a small army of Hisenemies
in the Garden of Gethsemane
on the night of His betrayal,
and He asked them, “Whom
seek ye? They answered him,
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith
unto them, | am he ... they went
backward, and fell to the
ground” (Jn. 18:4-6). His bold-
ness caused them to retreat
backward, and they then fell to
the ground. A careful reading of
theseverseswill show therewas
no miraculous “slaying” that
knocked His enemies off their
feet, and into unconsciousness.

Noticethenext verse, verse
7. “Then asked he them again,
Whom see ye? And they said,
Jesus of Nazareth.” This verse
showsthey werestill conscious,
and spoke with Him again. Our
Lord’s affirmation of Hisdeity
by using the words “I Am”
stunned and shocked His
adversaries into an unplanned
momentary retreat, and “they
went backward, and fell to the
ground” (Jn. 18:6). Buteventhis
does not hint of being “dainin

WrenchingCourtroom Testimony

Iranian Martyr Dibaji Makes
What Becomes Final Plea
for Faith, Life

Mehdi Dibaj,aChrigtianliv-
ing in Iran, was arrested by his
government and accused of apos-
tasy. he was found guilty and
sentenced to die. There was an
international outcry, and many
Christiansinthe U.S. wrote | et-
tersof protest. After 10 yearsin
prison Dibaj, was released and
later found murderedinaparkin
western Tehran. Thefollowingis
thefull text of Dibgj’ stestimony
inlraniancourt, Dec. 3,1993.

* % %

In the holy name of God
who is our life and existence.

With al humility | express
my gratitude to the Judge of all
heaven and earth for this pre-
ciousopportunity, and with bro-
kenness | wait upon the Lord to
deliver me from this court tria
accordingto hispromises. | al'so
beg the honored members of the
court present to listen with pa-
tience to my defense and with
respect for thename of the L ord.

| am a Christian, a sinner
who believes Jesus has died for
my sinson the cross and who by
his resurrection and victory
over death, has made me righ-
teous in the presence of the
holy God. The true God speaks
about this fact in His holy
Word, the gospel.

the Spirit.”

Let me again say that the
Bible nowhere teachesthis doc-
trine. Religion isfamousfor in-
venting new teachings outside
therealmof theBible. Sadtosay,
there doesn’'t seem to be any
difficulty infindingfollowersfor
these man-made teachings. “If
they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no
lightinthem” (Isa. 8:20).

Jesus means Savior, “be-
cause he will save his people
from their sins.” Jesus paid the
penalty of our sins by His own
blood and gave us a new life so
that we can live for the glory of
God by the help of the Holy
Spirit and be like a dam against
corruption, be a channel of
blessing and healing, and be
protected by the love of God.

In response to this kind-
ness, He had asked me to deny
myself and be His fully surren-
dered follower, and not fear
people even if they kill my
body, but rather rely on the
Creator of lifewho has crowned
me with the crown of mercy and
compassion, and who is the
great Protector of His beloved
ones and their great reward.

| have been charged with
“apostasy!” The invisible God
who knows our hearts has given
assurance to us Christians that
we are not among the apostates
who will perish but among the
believers so that we may save
our lives.

Inlslamiclaw anapostateis
one who does not believe in
God, the prophets, or the resur-
rection of the dead. We Chris-
tians believe in al three!

They say,"Y ouwereaMus-
[im and you have become a
Christian.” No, for many years|
had no religion. After searching
and studying | accepted God's
call and | believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ in order to receive
eternal life. People choose their
religion but a Christian is
chosen by Christ. He says,
“Y ou have not chosen me but |
have chosen you.” From when?
Before the foundation of the
world. — Baptist Record.
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CINCINNATI, OH Debtors Can to a fraudulent transfer of their
FELLOWSHIPS Gamble But asSets,
November 8-10, 1994, Cen- am e u Before filing for bankrupt-
and tral  Baptist Church, 7645 Not Tithe cy, debtors can spend their
Winton Rd., Cincinatti, OH money on anything as long as
45224, James W. Love, Pastor The Clinton administration  they get something of value for
CONFERENCES has provoked an outcry from a it Toprevent peoplefromhiding
* % x religious group by arguing that  their assets,  the bankruptcy
LIBERAL. KS AMARILLO. TX parishionerswhoareindebtand ~ code alows creditors to seize

September  19-21, 1994,
Fellowship Baptist Church,
216 W. Wilson, Libera, KS
67901, L.K. Landis, Pastor.

* % %

SIOUX FALLS, SD

October 3-5, 1994, Empire
Baptist Temple, 412 S. Haw-
thorne Ave., Soux Falls, SD
57104, Ron Tottingham, Pastor.

* % %

FORT WORTH, TX

October 3-5, 1994, Lake
Worth Baptist Church, 4445
Hodgkins Rd., Ft. Worth, TX
76135, Jerry Locke, Pastor.

* % %

ROSEVILLE, CA

October 13-16, 1994, L and-
mark Missionary BaptistChurch,
7150WildwoodPl.,Roseville, CA
95746, Rick Perdue, Pastor.

* % %

ELGIN, IL

October 10-12, 1994, First
Missionary Baptist Church,
385 Silver St., Elgin, IL 60123,
Terry Wilson, Pastor.

* % %

LITTLE ROCK, AR

October 24-26,1994, Central
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 25848,
Little Rock, AR 72221, B.
Lawrence Jones, Pastor.

November 9-11, 1994, Sov-
ereign Grace Baptist Church,
1600 N. Bivins St., Amarillo,
TX 79107, Ron Pollan, Pastor.

* % %

WESTCLIFFE, CO

January 24-27, 1995, “Re-
treat In the Rockies’, Wet-
more Baptist Church, P. O. Box
84, Wetmore, CO 81253,
(719) 284-4197, Brian Withrow,
Pastor.

* % %

LUDLOW, KY

March 27-30, 1995, Beth-
lehemBaptist Temple, 316 Adela
Ave., Ludlow, KY 41016, Bill
Miller, Pastor.

* % %

BIG SPRING, TX

April 4-7,1995, Birdwe | Lane
Baptist Church, 1512 Birdwell
Ln., Big Spring, TX 79720,
Lewis McGarity, Pastor.

We shall be happy to list the dates of
fellowship meetings of independent

Baptist churches throughout the coun-
try. Please send the dates far enough in

advance.

Changeof Address

Please notify us of any
change of address as the post
office charges us .35 for each
notification. Sometimes we get
two notifications as the next
month goes out before we re-
ceivethe first notification. That
means a cost of .70. We would
appreciate your help.

heading for bankruptcy cannot
contribute  money to their
church.

Supportersof aé-month-old
law designedto protect worship-
ers from government interfer-
ence say the view taken by the
Justice Department in a Minne-
sota bankruptcy case under-
mines the new statute.

“The department’ sposition
isadap in the face to our reli-
gious community, and it should
not stand,” said Sen. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, the new law’s
co-author.

At issue is an attempt by
creditors to collect the $13,500
that Bruce and Nancy Young
gave to the Crystal Evangelical
Free Church of New Hope,
Minn., in the year before they
filed for bankruptcy.

The church is appealing a
federal judge's ruling that the
money must be turned over to
the creditors. The Justice De-
partment sided with the credi-
tors, arguing that the case could
open a loophole for criminals
to hide their assets.

The Youngs observed the
practice of tithing, giving the
church each week 10% of the
grossearningsfromtheir el ectri-
cal contracting business.

“There is no instruction in
the Scriptures (where) God
says you only give to me in
the good times,” said the Rev.
Stephen Goold, the church’s
pastor. “The government is
saying we will now tell you
how you practice your biblical
faith.”

A judge held in 1993 that
becausethe Y oungs got nothing
of value for the church dona-
tions, the offerings amounted

any money that debtors have
given away.

“Thedebtor isfreeto spend
his money however he wants,
even on frivolous consumption
... traveling, booze, gambling
and prostitution, as long as he
isn't giving it away,” said Dou-
glas Laycock, a First Amend-
ment scholar at the University
of Texas.

“If he can gambleit away,
he ought to be ableto giveit to
his church.”

The church appealed to
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, claiming that the
Youngs offerings were pro-
tected under the new Religious
Freedom Restoration Act.

The law says government
must have a “compelling inter-
est” to interfere with religious
practices, a test used by the
Supreme Court until 1990.

Clinton, who signed the
measureinto law with great fan-
fare last fall, said it would hold
the government “to a very high
level of proof.”

Address:

M. L. Moser

805 Winding Creek Trail
Red Oak, TX 75154-3968

Email
Address:

mlmoser 1@juno.com
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JEZEBEL ...
(Continued from page 2)

What we have then is a
woman that isthe preacher. The
woman isthe one who hides the
leaveninthemeal orintheworld,
making it a woman that is the
preacher, the one that hides the
gospel in the hearts of men. The
result is we find the whole is
leavened. According to them, it
tells us in the 13th chapter of
Matthew that theworldisto be
permeated with the spirit of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
resulting in a converted world.
This ultimately leadsto what is
called Post-millennialism.

Post-millennialism teaches
that the world is going to get
better and better and better; that
the gospel is to be infiltrated,
underhandedly, secretly in the
world, until ultimately theentire
world is to be converted to
Christ. When you have the
wholeworld converted, thenthe
Lord comes back at the end of
themillennium. Whatitamounts
to isthat the churches make the
world ultimately so perfect that
they bringinthemillenniumhere
upon the earth, and at the close
of the millennium Jesus comes
back. Thisisreferred to as Post-
millennialism. Post-millennial
meaning that the Lord comes
back afterthemillennium. May |
point out to you some reasons
why that interpretation is
wrong, why it is not right.

The first reason is that it
changes the scriptural use of
the meal and the leaven. Their
interpretation makes the meal
bad and the leaven goodwhich
isexactly thereverse of what we
find in the Bible. In your Bible
you find that the meal is always
good and the leaven is always
bad. The meal isnot considered
to beevil buttheleavenisevil.

lin this parable they say the
meal is very favorable to the
leaven, but we do not find the
worldfavorabletothegospel. In
reality, we find that the world

is opposed to the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The world
never has been favorable to the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The second thing, the hid-
ing of it suggests secretness
and underhandedness. Again,
this is never thought of asfar
as the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ is concerned. The Lord
doesnot work secretly or under-
handedly, but the Lord always
worksopenly. But whoisit that
doeshiswork secretly?Y ou no-
tice in the parable in Matthew
13:24-25 it shows us whoitis
that works secretly and under-
handedly. It says: “ Another par-
able put he forth unto them,
saying, The kingdom of heaven
is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in hisfield:
But while men dlept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among
the wheat, and went his way.”
This is Satan. Verse 39 says,
“The enemy that sowed themis
the devil.” So we find then that
this woman that is secretly hid-
ing the leaven withinthe meal,
is actually doing thevery work
of Satan and using the very
tactics of Satan. This is his
method.

Again, the manner of the
work hereis more suggestive of
sinthan it isof grace. What you
find with leaven is that it mixes
with the meal and then it gradu-
ally operates. Thisisnot theway
salvation works. Salvation is
not agradual process. Salvation
is not something in which the
sinner gradually becomes a
Christian, but salvation is in-
stantaneous. Sinners are not
converted by gradually being
converted by the gospel. God is
not a“mixer” but a“ separator.”
God never has mixed sin and
the gospel together so that
gradually the gospel gains vic-
tory over it. Y ou do not find any
evidence of this any where in
the world at all.

If thisisthe way the gospel
were to operate; if it operates
by a leavening process, surely

in2,000years, weshouldbeable
to find at least one city, some
where, that hasbeentotally con-
verted unto the Lord. Surely we
should be able to find some
town, some country, even in
2,000 years, that has gradually
been leavened with the gospel
of Jesus Christ, so that they
would be totally converted un-
to the Lord.

In reality, we find the very
reverseistrue. Infactwefindthe
city that had the most gospel
preachedinit, thecity of Jerusa-
lem, isfurther from the truth to-
day than they were during the
days of the New Testament. We
do not find this true any where.
So we seethat the leaven cannot
represent the gospel, for the
gospel does not operate nor
work in that fashion.

Now if the leaven does not
represent the gospel operating
within themeal, which they say
is the world and is good, then
just what does this parable rep-
resent? How does it apply to
our message that we are study-
ing concerning the church at
Thyatira?

First of all, let’s establish
thefact that leaven is false doc-
trine. In your Bibleleavenisal-
ways used in a sense of that
which isevil and bad. In Mat-
thew 16:6 weread, “ Then Jesus
said unto them, Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and of the
Sadducees.” The Lord here is
warning Hisdisciples by telling
themto “take heed,” that isto be
on guard, and what are you to
guard against? Y ou areto guard
against the leaven of the Phari-
sees and the Sadducees. This
has reference to false doctrine.

Notice aso in the Book of
Galatians chapter 5 and verse 9.
The apostle Paul, writing to the
churchesof Galatia, writesabout
leaven. Hesaystheresult of this,
(and he is talking about being
saved by works; he's talking
about false doctrine), “A little
leaven leaveneth the whole

lump.” Wecan't gointo all of it
tonight, but go back into the Old
Testament and you find that the
Jews, when they celebrated the
Passover, one thing they could
not have was leaven. In fact
they had to make a clean sweep
down “fore and aft” throughout
their whole house in order to
make sure that there was no
leaven any where at all within
the house. This was every
where.

Now you will find, that
those who make the leaven the
gospel concede that in every
case in the Bible, leaven is al-
ways representative of false
doctrine and that which is sin
and bad, except in thisone case.
What you would find then, if in
this chapter of Matthew leaven
referred to the gospel, it would
bethe only exceptionto therule
that says that leaven is always
representative and typical of
that which is sin and of that
which is false doctrine.

Now themeal isrepresenta-
tive of theworld or Christianity
that has been corrupted by false
doctrine. This is exactly what
occurred during the time of the
church of Thyatira. It began
around 606 A.D., when Gregory
V1 ascended the throne and be-
came the first real Pope of the
Roman Catholic Church, and
continued to the period of the
Reformation. Itisthetimewhen
themost |eaven or falsedoctrine
was brought in andinserted in-
to so-called Christianity. The
meal then represents Christian-
ity that has been corrupted by
fal sedoctrine. Thewomanrepre-
sentsfalse churchesand wefind
thistruehereintheBook of Rev-
elation. Whenweget to chapters
17 and 18, we will see that this
harlot woman, the Great Whore,
is the bride of the Antichrist of
the last days, and isreferred to
as the City of Seven Hills or
mountains, the city of Rome.
We don't have timeto go into

(See JEZEBEL on page 7)
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An Update On Far East Russian
Missions
By Nils Degerlund, Missionary In Russia

Missionaries Tim Chace
and Nils Degerlund, of Two
Rivers Baptist Church would
like to give this update on their
ministry in the city of Magadan,
located in Far East Russia

In February of 1992, The
Baptist Challenge carried an
article by Bro. Gene Seay about
this ministry which introduced
the work to many churches. In
the December, 1992 issue of
The Baptist Challenge, Pastor
Wayne Sheawrote an update on
thismissionwork. At that time,
missionariesTim ChaceandNils
Degerlund were busily prepar-
ingtomovewiththeirfamiliesto
Russia. Therewasasmall group
of people meeting threetimes a
week for Bible studies but they
were anxiously awaiting the ar-
rival of the missionaries.

OnJanuary 1,1993,theTwo
Rivers Baptist Church ordained
brother Tim and me to thegos-
pel ministry and sent usforth to
the work that God had called us
to do. Shortly thereafter, thetwo
of usquit our jobswith the State
of Alaska Department of Trans-
portation and on February 23,
1993, weleft our beloved Alaska
and moved to Magadan, Russia.
At that time, each of us had al-
most $1,000 per month support
whichwethought to beadequate.
Wefeltthat it wastimetogoand
that the Lord would supply our
needs. He has.

We have been in Magadan
for over a year now, preaching
theword. God hasbeen good to
us. He has sustained us
through 2,500% inflation, a
diphtheriaepidemic, drought, and
electricity and heat shortages.
He has protected us in a land
wherethe Mafiaisin control of
almost every business, and as-
pect of the government. He has

allowed us to continue despite
attempts by the Russian Ortho-
dox Churchtolimit foreign mis-
sionaries and to blame usfor all
their economicand political woes.
Furthermore, God hasblessed us
with three members to our mis-
sion. They aretruly ablessing.

Of course, every mission-
ary’s desire is to preach the
Word of God. We were blessed
in that we had a place to hold
services so we began preaching
the first Sunday that we werein
Magadan. By the second week
we were holding services every
Sunday morning, Tuesday
evening, and Thursday even-
ing. For thefirst 14 months, we
held services in a rented apart-
ment. However, after our lease
expired, werented aroom at the
local “Sports Palace” where we
continue to meet. We usually
have about 20 to 30 in atten-
dance, including our families.
The rented space at the Sports
Palace has some problems and
we desire to find a more conve-
nient and yet affordable placeto
meet. |I'm surethat the Lord has
such a place for us, but we just
haven't found it yet.

When we first arrived, we
had Visas which were good for
only six months. After six
months, our visas expired and
wewereillegal aliensfor awhile.
Thiswas a bit unnerving for us
Americans. Finaly, we were
granted 5-year, multiple entry
visas. We know of no other
missionaries with such a visa.
All others are allowed to renew
once but then they must return
to America and reapply. We
count it a blessing of God that
we have our 5-year visas. We
have been freed from a lot of
red-tape. Thisisone of those

doors of opportunity.

The way in which we
got our visas is rather interest-
ing. Our friend is starting an
insurance company in Magadan
and it is through his company
thatwegot our visas. Heworded
our documentsto say that weare
“life assurance agents’! We
preach the assurance of eternal
life through Jesus Christ and
thus fulfill our official obliga
tions for being in Russia. God
works in marvelous ways,
doesn’t hel

Please continueto pray that
there would be more missionar-
ies dedicated to church planting
in Russa. We do not know
how much time we will have to
plant achurch or churchesthere,
but we hope to make the most of
what time we do have.

Living in Russia is not
easy. This past year, Russians
struggled through a 2,500% in-
flation rate!  When we first ar-
rived, a loaf of bread cost 20
rubles. Now aloaf costs 1,200
rubles. Theimpact isnot as se-
vereon us Americansasitison
the Russians but, we did notice
that our own cost of living
nearly tripled last year.

This summer, Brother Tim
and sister Annette held aVaca
tion Bible School. Two of the
mission members helped with
theteaching. They had 56 chil-
dren attend! Who knows what
thefar reaching outcomewill be
of those 56 kids hearing the
gospel.

Wedo not know how much
longer wewill beallowedto stay
in Russia. For the present time,
the government is very open to
our being there. However, there
are other forces at work which
could present some very real
obstaclesto organizing achurch
therein Magadan. The Russian
Orthodox church is very op-
posed to us. They are actively
lobbying for alaw which would
restrict the presence of foreign
missionaries and this would
have particularly restrictive af-

fects on independent Baptists.

Another very real threat to
our being in Russia is the eco-
nomic situation. The peopleare
becoming so fed up with hyper-
inflation, lack of services, and
just a general degradation of
their standard of living that
they seem to bewilling to vote
for anyonethat would promisea
better way of life; even if that
person has some very strange
political ideas. Some of you
may have read of Vladimir
Zhirinovsky intheJuly 11, 1994
editionof TIME magazine. This
is the man that has made com-
ments such as “ | may have to
shoot 100,000 people, but the
other 300 millionwill livepeace-
fully”. Hisrhetoric and actions
remind people of Hitler and pre-
WorldWar || Germany. Despite
all of his wild ideas, Mr.
Zhirinovsky won the majority
of the vote in the most recent
elections. If he should come to
power, there may be real chaos
which might force us to leave.

Despitetheloomingclouds,
we have a bright hope for
church planting in Far-East
Russia. The Lord continues to
opendoorsfor us. Therearetwo
nearby towns in which people
have invited us to come and
preach to them. With this open
door, the Lord supplied a van
that we can use to get to these
places and others. We are ex-
cited about going and preach-
ing in these places as well as
other places within driving dis-
tance from Magadan that are
sl relatively untouched by
missionaries.

Wearealso still very active
in our translation work. The
people in Magadan are avid
readers and will read whatever
they get their handson. We see
both a need and an opportunity
to give them good, sound,
independent Baptist literature
which will instruct them proper-
ly on things such as church

(See RUSSIA on page 16)
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JEZEBEL ...
(Continued from page5)

that tonight. but we will study
that later on. It is thiswoman
that hides the leaven within the
meal . Now preachersthat follow
this pattern are those preachers
that hide things contrary to
what the Lord Jesus Christ
wants, and while pretending to
be servants of the Lord. Thisis
how false doctrine gets in.
Now we have this happen-
ing in so-called evangelical
circlestoday. | don’t know how
many of you are aware or ac-
guainted with the phrase “Neo-
orthodoxers,” or “neo-ortho-
doxy.” This is exactly what is
happening among so-called
fundamental churches today.
Neo means new, orthodoxy
means doctrinal soundness.
What the “ Neo-orthoxers’ have
done is take the same phrase-
ology, the same words that we
commonly use, but apply to
them a different meaning, so
that they will declare that they
believe in the inspiration of the
Biblewhenthey do not. Someof
themwill evengosofar asto say
that they believethat theBibleis
all God’'s Word, but when you
pin them down to it, they are
miles apart from what histori-
caly Christians have meant.
When we say that we be-
lieve the Bible is the inspired
Word of God, wemean that God
Himself inspired the writings of
the words of GodinthisBible,
so that these words are without
error — an infaliblebook with
no contradictions, no mistakes,
no errors whatsoever. It is the
perfect Word of God. But they
don't mean that! They don't
want you to pinthem downtoit.
It is the same with the doctrine
of the resurrection and other
major doctrines. They say
“Sure we believe in the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ” but
when you pin them down to it,
they do not believe in the
bodily resurrection of Jesus

Christ. They believe that the
“spirit” of Jesus lives on; that
His teachings live on, but they
do not believein the bodily res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. They
say that they believeinthevir-
gin birth of Jesus Christ. They
say “Why sure, every woman
isavirgin at thetime she brings
forth her first born child,” but
that is not true. That mother
ceased to be avirgin about nine
months before the birth of that
baby. This is Neo-orthodoxy.
Our books, literature, magazines,
radio, cassette tapes, television,
etc. are filled with this kind of
teaching, those who say one
thing and you understand one
thing by it, but they mean some-
thingentirely different. They are
using it as a means to undercut
and to undermine the faith of
young people and those who
are yet babes in Christ.

Let me use Southern Bap-
tist Quarterliesas an example of
how thisisbeing done. Quarter-
lies are made for Adults, then
they have Quarterliesfor Y oung
People, Intermediates, and the
Juniors. | don’'t know what all
labels they have on them, but
they have them for different
groups. In many of the major
denominations today, they will
have a lesson for the Adults in
which there won’'t be anything
wronginitat al. It will befine.
But, if you were to get the
Y oung Peopl€e’s Quarterly, and
wereto read thelesson that isin
there, you'd find that in the
Y oung People's Quarterly they
inject false doctrine. Now they
don’t do it to the Adults. That
would upset the adults. Perhaps
most of the adultsare pretty well
doctrinally straight. Butthey will
insert their false doctrine in the
Young People’s Quarterlies as
well asin the younger ones, and
by doing so, they corrupt the
minds of the younger ones. By
the time they reach adulthood
they have aready been cor-
rupted, and it has been done
underhandedly and secretly by

not putting it in the Adult Quar-
terlieswheretheol der oneswould
know different, and know better
and would raise cain about it.

| think | told you just last
week, or maybe two weeks ago,
about the fact that the Southern
Baptist Convention got introu-
bleover oneof their Quarterlies.
| don't know who the writer of
the material was. | don't have a
copy of the Quarterly. It wasput
out by the Religious News Ser-
vice and the Evangelical Press
Service. Thewriter of thisQuar-
terly made the statement that all
Christians are out for the same
thing. Among those he men-
tioned as Christians were the
Jehovah's Witnesses, and the
Moonies (the followers of the
Unification Church). He also
mentioned the Roman Catho-
lics, the Christian Scientists,
and the Unitarian Church. None
of these are Christians, and yet
there it was right there in the
Quarterly. But somebody found
out about it and raised cain, so
they issued an apology and said
“we goofed.” But see, the doc-
trine was there; it had already
been taught. It was taught to
these Y oung People. Thisisthe
way false doctrine is broughtin.
It is done underhandedly and
secretly by preachersthat come
out of the seminaries. When |
wasin the seminary in New Or-
leans, most of those preachers
that came out were modernistic
andliberal, but thechurchesthey
went to were still fundamental
and believed in the truths. So
they had to do what they were
doing secretly and underhanded.

Again, we find that this
parable puts the woman in the
place of preaching. God has
never called awomanto preach.
The Lord has laid down the re-
quirementsfor thepreacher, and
two of the requirements for the
preacher eliminate a woman
right off the bat. It says, first of
al that the onewhoisgoingto
be the preacher must be the
“husband of one wife” (1 Tim.

3:2). There'sno way awoman
can become " the husband of
one wife."

Secondly, it says that he
must be the ruler within hisown
home (1 Tim. 3:4), and God has
placed the husband and the fa-
ther asthe one who is the head
of the home and responsible
for the training and theraising
of those children within the
home. There's no way that a
woman can meet those qualifi-
cations.

Thirdly, the Lord has said
that thewomanisto keep silent
in the church. Several places
the Apostle Paul writes about
that in the Books of Timothy. It
talks about the fact that the
woman is not to usurp authority
over the man (1 Tim. 2:11-13).
ThisisBible. Thisis Scripture.
Regardless of what the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA) says,
thisiswhat theBibleteaches. To
believe that this woman in the
13th chapter intheBook of Mat-
thew isapreacher whoisgoing
to permeate the world with the
gospd of Jesus Christ, contra
dicts the very place that God
has given for women. One of
the messages that I’'m going to
preach relative to this church at
Thyatira, is going tobetheplace
of women within the church.
Beforel getthrough, we' regoing
to talk about the women'’ s place
in the church and show you
how God has a great place for
women within the church.
There have been great women
of the past, and you read about
them in your Bible, but they
were not preachers, because
God never has called awoman
to preach.

In spite of that, this is a
very controversial  subject
among denominations today,
including Baptists. There are
churches today that have split
over this issue. Many churches
haveleft their denomination over
the fact of the ordination of

(See JEZEBEL onpagell)
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AT&T CallsOnEmployees
ToHelp ChangeL awsMaking
Homosexual MarriagesL egal.
At arecent LEAGUE (Lesbhian,
Bisexua and Gay United Employ-
ees at AT&T) conference in
Boston, Jerre Stead, chairman
andCEOof AT& T Globa Infor-
mation Solutions, called upon
AT&T employeestohelpdevise
alegal definition of marriage so
the company can work on ex-
tending domestic partner ben-
efits to employeesin states that
do not recognize marriages be-
tween same-gender partners.
Stead’ scommentswerereported
inDiversityDigest, apublication
of AT&T's Information Re-
search Center. Another AT&T
spokesman, JohnMéllor, recently
saidthat “ Anyonewiththat kind
of attitude (objection to the ho-
mosexual lifestyle) hastoloseit.”
The conference was hosted by
LEAGUE’ s Boston chapter and
attended by more than 360 em-
ployees. Other speakers at the
conferenceincluded homosexual
Congressman Barney Frank of
Massachusetts and Brian
McNaught, a homosexual acti-
vist and writer. “It does not sur-
prise us that AT&T has called
uponitsemployeesto helpmake
homosexual marriages legal,”
said Donald E. Wildmon, presi-
dent of American Family Asso-
ciation. “ The company hasbeen
aggressively promoting the ho-
mosexual lifestyle among their
employeesfor years. They have
observed Gay and Leshian
Awareness Week and presented
“homophobiaworkshops' totheir
corporate managers in an effort
to make homosexuality accept-
able.” AT& T wasamagjor finan-

cial backer of the Gay Games
IV and Cultural Festival in New
York in June; helped sponsor
the homosexual musical “Fal-
settos;”  used McNaught's
video “On Being Gay” to
indoctrinate AT& T employees,
and promoted “ comprehensive’
sex education programs advo-
cating homo-sexuality.[Editor’s
Comments: We have already
discontinued our long distance
service with AT&T. A new
long-distance service called
“LifeLine” operates primarily
among Christians and donates
10% of all long distancechar-
ges to non-profit organizations.
The Baptist Challenge has
now made arrangements with
this company to use their ser-
vice, and we urge our readers to
consider changing their service
to LifeLine. Your rates will be
cheaper and it will also help
The Baptist Challenge. Please
read the full-page announce-
ment on page 10, andto switch
your service to LifelLinecall
1-800-800-7550. Please men-
tion that you want 10%of your
long distance chargesto goto
TheBaptist Challenge.

* % %

Little Rock Bible Con-
ference. The 40th Annud
Bible Conference of the Central
Baptist Churchof LittleRock will
be October 24-26. The church
presently has new facilities un-
der construction and so the con-
ferencewill beheldintheLittle
Rock Expo Center located onln-
terstate 30 around mile marker
#127 between Little Rock and
Benton. We hope to be able to
print moredetail sandacompl ete
schedulein the October issue of
TBC.

Editor Completesd5Years
InTheMinistry. Itwason Au-
gust 29, 1949that | wasordained
to the ministry by the Central
Baptist Church of Little Rock,
Arkansas. Thisistheonly church
that | havebeenamember of and
the only church that | have
worked full-timewith. | worked
withtheMid-City Baptist Church
of New Orleans while | was a
student in the seminary, though
| did not move my membership
fromthechurchinLittle Rock. |
beganattendingthechurchwhen
| wasabout 5 1/2yearsold, mov-
ingtoL.ittleRockonJuly 15,1931.
| wasamissionary inMexicofor
13 years, and became pastor of
the church in October 1965. |
began publishing The Baptist
Challengein January, 1961 and
havecontinued throughout these
years. | ask each of our readersto
continuetoremember usinprayer
that wemay continueeditingThe
Baptist Challengeuntil theLord
comes. Thanksto our many read-
erswho have remembered usin
prayers through these many
years.

NY Times: AFA Success-
ful Against“NYPD” Blue.” The
New York Times has reported
that theeffortsof AmericanFam-
ily Associationto keep advertis-
ersand ABCaffiliatesaway from
ABC'’s soft core porn television
series NYPD Blue has caused
networks to clean up their act.
According to the newspaper,
therewill benoNY PD Blueimita-
torsthisfall.“ Thereasonisclear,”
wrote Elizabeth Kolbert for the
Times. “While Bochco's police
drama was a ratings success,
consistently among the top 25
shows on the air, advertisers
stayed away fromit in droves.”

As a result, the show was
able to “command only about
$115,000 for a 30-second com-
mercial, about half of what series
withsimilar audiencedemograph-
icswere ableto get,” according
tothearticle.

Fifty-seven ABC affiliates
refused to carry the program’'s
first episodelast September. ABC
executiveswill not discuss how
much potential ad revenue the
networklostonNY PD Blue. AFA
estimates losses of $15-
20,000,000.—AFA Journdl.

YouCanBet Y our Paycheck
On it! It's a standard argument
against legalized gambling, so
standard that a sensitive editor
would hesitatetouseit for fear of
falling into cliché Don't let the
gamblers declare open season
on Arkansas — or they’ll take
whoknowshow many poor suck-
ers paychecks! Corny, exagger-
ated, scare propaganda, right?
Nope! There's a reason some
things become clichés. It's be-
cause they’'re al too true. Sure
enough, right thereinthe Week-
end section the other day, there
wasanadforaGreenvillecasino
that included this attractive of-
fer:“ Doubleyour paycheck any-
time! Cashyour Paycheck at the
Cotton Club Casino. Spin our
Double-Your-Paycheck Whesl.
You could win up to $500 maxi-
mum payoff every time!” Maybe
it'snot the same without thered
type for the key words, but you
get the message: these people
really doinvitefolksto bet their
paychecks. It' sno exaggeration.
The casino also offers free les-
sons Monday to Friday — 11
am.forcraps, 1 p.m.for roulette,
and3p.m.for blackjack. Noneed
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to gointo detail: The ad doesn’t
mention that folks can also lose
their pay. — Arkansas Demo-
crat-Gazette, Aug. 1, 1994.

* % %

LandladyHasRight ToDe-
cline Renter. A landlady who
refusedtorentanapartmenttoan
unmarried couplebecauseof her
belief that sex outsidemarriageis
a sin has been vindicated in a
Californiaappealscourt. Therul-
ingoverturneda1989finding by
thestate’ sFair Employment and
HousingCommissionthat Evelyn
Smithof Chico,a61-year-oldPres-
byterian, was guilty of violating
anti-discriminationlaws. Shewas
orderedtopost astatementinher
rental unitssaying shewouldnot
discriminate against unmarried
couples and to pay a $954 fine.
Thethree-judgepand of theThird
District Court of Appeas said
that protectingunmarriedcouples
against housing discrimination
isnot a“compelling state inter-
est,” and statelaw must giveway
tothe" exerciseof her fundamen-
tal rights.”

Homosexual TdevisonNet-
work Opens ThisMonth. The
Triangle Network, the first na-
tional cable network featuring
programming for homosexuals,
had asneak previewinJune, with
a scheduled launch in Septem-
ber. Co-Medig, Inc., will beamthe
TriangleNetwork viasatellite24
hours each day, with program-
ming consisting of news, talk
shows, live shows, movies,
sitcoms and game shows. The
signal will also be sent to cable
systemsnationwidefor local dis-
tribution.

Big Bucks For Benny
Hinn?“Retired” boxer Evander
Holyfield hopesto return to the
ringafter evangelistBenny Hinn
prayedfor hisheart problemheal -
ing. Holyfield attended a Hinn
crusade in Junein Philadelphia,
reportedly “fell under the power
of the Holy Spirit” for over an
hour, and donated over $250,000
to Hinn’ sministry. Hinn prayed
that Holyfield would earn $200
millioninhiscomeback attempt.
Hinnisaflamboyant charismatic
whose bad theol ogy hasbrought
chargesof “heresy.” Many teach-
ings in his popular books are
false and dangerous. — CC

* % %

CharismaticsCall It Holy
Laughter. Charismatics say
laughter isanew demonstration
of the power of the Holy Spirit.
People break out in raucous
laughter during South African
evangelist Rodney Howard-
Browne's “laughing revivals.”
They roll on the floor and laugh
hysterically. Somelieonthefloor
giggling uncontrollably for
hours. Some*“ speak in tongues”
whenthus“dainintheSpirit.” At
Oral Roberts University at are-
cent Howard-Browne meeting,
ORU President Richard Roberts
“ended up on the floor laugh-
ing.” His father, Oral Roberts,
saidHoward-Browne sministry
signaled the arrival of another
level intheHoly Spirit. The8/94
Charisma said “no one doubts
that having vast numbers of lis-
tenersconvulsedin laughter can
makewhateverisbeingsaidfrom
the pulpit irrelevant.” Howard-
Browne said: “One night | was
preachingonhell, and[laughter]
justhitthewholeplace. Themore
| told people what hell waslike,
the more they laughted. Hell is

no joke. Demonism may bein-

volved here. Thereisnobiblical
support for such mass
swoonings. — CC

* % %

Moody's Bad Advice On
Rock Music. The July-August
Moody Monthly said secular rock
starssuch as Bruce Springsteen,
Michael Jackson, and Billy Joel
“frequently record uplifting, if
not spiritually insightful, songs”
(p54). It favorably reviewed a
country rock “gospel” album by
Charlie Daniels, and said he
“could certainly use our prayers
asheembarksonanadventureof
attracting hissecular listenersto
thesenew lyrics’ (p36). Aninter-
view with Daniels in the 7/31
Huntsville Times quoted him
using profanity. But Moody
says. “For Chrigtians to flatly
dismiss musicians because they
use four-letter words or sexual
references, diminishesthelikeli-
hood that people will ever hear
our message. ... We have to un-
derstandtheworld’ sview before
wecan effectively communicate
our view; wehavetorelatetothe
people before we can preach to
them” (p47).—CC

* % %

Are We Trying To Save,
Or Destroy, Haiti? The Con-
gressiona Black Caucus wants
us to invade Haiti, and Pres.
Clinton needstheir votesto pass
Health Care. But the man they
want back in power isRev. Jean
Bertrand Aristide, a Marxist
Roman Catholic Priest who
teaches liberation theology and
wasmovingtorunall of themis-
sionaries out of Haiti whenhe
was ousted, Reader's Digest

(8/94) said Aristide's Catholic
order expelled him, and that he
brought neither peace nor de-
mocracy to Haiti. It said his
movement murdered political
opponents and burned reli-
gious buildings, that he seemed
to favor “necklacing” oppo-
nents with gasoline-soaked
tires and igniting them. — CC

* % %

143DieAt “Healing” Ser-
vice. A cloudburst erupted as
about 2,000 peoplewereleaving
achurch in Brazzaville, Congo,
triggering astampedefor shelter
thatkilled 143 people, according
the official news agency. More
than 50 children were among
thosetrampl ed to death or suffo-
cated in the surging crowd at
Saint FierreClaver Roman Catho-
lic Church in Brazzaville's
Bacongo neighborhood, state
radio reported. The church’sca
pacity is 1,000 people, but an
overflow crowdof 2,000 attended
thespecia “healing” service. As
they wereleaving, thecloudburst
erupted, causing the crowd to
surge back into the church.

* % %

Pastor Needed. The Pas
Baptist Church isextending a
cal for aPastor. We are an
independent, mission minded
church located in Northern
Manitoba, Canada. Those pas-
tors led by the Lord to this
work can contact us at (204)
623-2181 and leave a message
on our answering machine and
wewill returntheir call.

— The Pas Baptist Church
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Ask Yoursaf --

If | could give 10% of my long distance telephone billing to
The Baptist Challenge

at no additional cost to me, and in most cases save myself a little money, would | try it for 90 days?

You can have 10% of your long distance billing givento
TheBaptist Challenge—it doesn’t cost you any mor e, and in most
cases you actually pay less for your long distance service.

LifeLineLongDistance

By AmeriVisionCommunications, Inc.

Y ouwill beableto usethe phonejust likeaways, dial oneandthenthe
number! The benefitsof LifeLine Long Distanceinclude:

1) Paymentsto TheBaptist Challenge 10% of your domestic net paid
long distancebillingwill be paid every month. Y ouwill beactively helping
their worthy cause each and every time you make along distance call.

2) Discount! In most cases you will receive an average discount of
between 4% and 8% off standard AT&T tariffed rates through a carrier
providing quality fiber optic service. In somecases, youwill receiveashigh
as a 15% discount. With LifeLine there are no monthly service fees.

3) Quality Service! LifeLineutilizestheservicesof majorlongdistance
carriers so you are assured of quality phone service.

4) Bell SystemBilling! Y ouwill receiveonephonebill for bothlocal and
longdistanceservicesthroughBell or your present|ocal tel ephonecompany.

5) 1+Dialing Convenience! Because LifeLine utilizes the services of
major long distance carriers, thereareno accesscodesto dial (Equal Access
Areas Only).

6) FreeTravel Card! 100%digital fiber optic network. Easy touse, with
lower surcharges and 4% given back to The Baptist Challenge.

Call 1-800-493-2002
toswitch to LifeLine

Pleasementionthat youwant 10% of your long distancecharges
to gotothe Baptist Challenge.

Questions and Answers:

Q: “How does the LifeLine Long Distance program work?”

A.: It's simple, following the breakup of MaBell and AT&T, the major
long distance companies began offering usage of their networks to
companies such as AmeriVision Communications, Inc. (LifeLine). By
purchasing long distance time wholesale, they can sell the long distance
servicetocustomerslikeyourself at alargediscount. LifeLinesimply passes
10% of this discount to the participating organization and still offers
you a significant discount of 4-8% off standard AT& T rates depending
on the time of day and distance of your cals.

Q: “ Will my phoneserviceor theway my phonebill ispaid changewhen|’m
placed on the LifeLine Long Distance service?

A: No, the only difference you will notice is a sightly lower longdis-
tance phone bill and the name of LifeLine’ sbilling company will appear
on the long distance portion of your local phone bill. Otherwise, you
will notice no difference.

Q: “Will there be any change when | dial the operator (0) or information
(4117

A: No, your local Bell company will till handlethose callslike before.

Q: “ Do | have any special access codesto dial?”

A: NO! Because Lifeline services are handled by amajor carrier, long
distance diaing is convenient, 1+ the phone number, just as before.

Q: “Will | be charged a *switching fee' by my phone company?”

A:In some circumstances it is possible that acarrier switching fee will
appear on your Bell bill of approximately $5. If aswitching fee does
appear on your bill, simply send acopy of thebill to LifeLine for aprompt
refund.

Q: “Isthereafeeto sign up?”
A: Thereisno chargefor becoming aLifeLine customer.

Q: “ Canl support morethan oneorgani zationwith my LifeLinepayments?”
A: Not at thistime.

Q: “Whodo | contact if | have any questions?”
A: Contact LifeLine Customer Service at 1-800-800-7550

Q: “ Can someone who does less than $5 a month sign up?”
A: Yes. Thereisno minimum.

Q: “Can a business sign up?”

A: Absolutely, thecommercial servicecalled LifeLinePrioritiesisextreme-
ly competitive and yet flexible enough to meet the needs of almost every
commercial business, whether large or small. Simply send a copy of your
last months commercial bill and we will clearly show you how to save
money and give 10% of your bill to The Baptist Challenge.

Q: “1 usemy calling card a lot, does LifeLine offer one?”

A: Yes.In fact, our LifeLine Travel Card allowsyou to access our Fiber
Optic Network from almost every locationin America. Y ou save money
with every call you make, (upto20%) over the major long distance
carriers.

Q: “Howdo| know I'll likethe program, and what if I’ munhappy oncel’ ve
joined?”

A: LifeLine guarantees your satisfaction, simply try the servicefor 90
days, and if not completely satisfied, we will switch you back to the
carrier of your choice.
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women preachers within them.
There was even a big division
right here in Little Rock in the
Episcopal Church asto whether
they could ordainawomanto be
an Episcopa priest. Well they
did it. But so have Baptists.
I’'m not sure what the num-
bersareright now, but at onetime
| had a count of over 30 women
preachers that had been or-
dained in Southern Baptist
Convention churches and some
of them werein positionswhere
they were being paid out of Co-
operative Programfunds. [It has
now reached several hundred
since this was preached.] And
yet the Bible never has ap-
proved the ordination of
women preachers.
Theresultin thisparableis
that the whole was leavened.
Now this does not mean that
the world is going to be perme-
ated by the gospel of Jesus
Christ and become converted. It
means the very opposite. When
you read through this Book of
Revelation you find that the
worldisgoingto beinuniversa
corruptionandthat Christendom
isto be taken over by the Anti-
christ so that the churches of the
last daysareto becombinedinto
an apostate church, achurchthat
is unfaithful, a church that is
unfit for the Lord, and thisisthe
work of this woman Jezebel.
In verse 20 of this second
chapter of thebook of Revelation
we read, “Notwithstanding |
have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach
and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols.”
Here is the result of what false
doctrine has done. It has caused
the seduction of the Lord’ s ser-
vants to commit fornication.
That is not only talking about
physical adultery or fornication,

but it is talking about spiritual
fornication. Spiritual fornication
isthe following after false doc-
trine, “to eat things sacrificed
unto idols.”

Now | want us to go back
into the Old Testament for just a
few moments, and | want you to
turnwith metotheBook of First
Kings. | want to notice some
things about the woman Jezebel
in the Old Testament. Now |
doubt serioudly if that woman
in Thyatira was literally named
Jezebel, but she had the same
characteristics of this Jezebel
of the Old Testament.

Isn't it odd, that you never
hear anybody named Jezebel
today. If you had a daughter
you wouldn’t name her Jezebel
would you? Why? Because you
know what she was character-
ized by. She was King Ahab’'s
gueen, a heathen queen. Shewas
not a Jew to begin with. | am
talking about the record in the
16th, 17th and 18th chapters of
the Book of First Kings. Shewas
not a Jew but a Canaanite. The
word Canaanite means “traf-
ficker” or “trader.” She was a
worshiper of Baal who was the
male god, Ashtaroth, being the
female god. Thisisapart of the
old Babylonianreligion, and the
old Babylonian religion is the
forerunner of the Roman Catho-
lic Church today. The
Babylonianreligion consisted of
many practicesthat are now car-
ried onin Roman Catholicism
and have al so been borrowed by
the Protestants and are being
carried on in Protestantism as
wdll.

| want to remind you again
about abook that we havein our
church library that you ought to
read. It is called “The Two
Babylons” written by a man by
the name of Hidlop. If you have
not read it, be sure that you read
it. In this book, and others, you
will find that there are things
practiced today in Catholicism
and Protestantism that date
back to the old ancient

Babylonianworshipof Baal. L et
me just give you somethings.
Priestly rites, theclergy and
thelaity. Now thesedistinctions
of “clergy andlaity” arenowhere
found in the Bible. Thereis no
suchthingasa“clergy” appear-
ing on a pedestal and then the
“laity” the members of the
church being down here in a
lower class. The Lord sayswe
are all brothersin Christ Jesus.
There is no distinction in the
Bible between what they term
“clergy andlaity” but thereisan
equality among believers.
Then there arethe orders of
clergy. Now some have more
“orders’ than others. In the
Catholic Church, of course, they
have friars, brothers, priests,
bishops, archbishops, cardinals
all the way up to the Pope. In
Protestant churches they have
sometitlesthat are very similar.
The idea of having “sisters’ or
“nuns’ all goesback to Babylon
and the “nuns’ were the reli-
gious prostitutes of ancient
Babylon worship.
Themonasterieswherethey
had certain things set aside; the
celibacy of the priests, meaning
that the priestswerenot allowed
to marry; robes, candles, in-
cense, al of this wasapart of
the Babylonian heathen wor-
ship of Baal. Idolatry, that isthe
images and relics, the worship-
ing and bowing before images,
and thebowing down beforerel-
ics such as the bones of a saint.
The bowing down to a piece of
cloth with the supposed imprint
of Christ on it is a more recent
example. Scientists are investi-
gatingittoday withmoderntech-
nology to try and determine
whether it was really the buria
robe of the Lord, etc. The wor-
shiping of all these things and
practices were practiced in the
ancient Babylon religion.
Another heathen practice
is the money basis for religion,
that you must pay to have a
Mass said. You must pay to
have anything done. Finally

they came out with the doctrine
of the Infalibility of the Pope.
I’mnot surewhat year that came
about, inthe 1800’ smaybe 1862
or 1872, but that’ sthe first time
that Roman Catholics had to
believe that the Pope wasinfal-
liblewhenhespoke. They termit,
ex cathedra, that is, when he
spoke as the spokesman for
God. They admit that he's hu-
man and that he is subject to
error. They admit that he has
sins both in his public and pri-
vate life and that many of the
Popes were immoral and cor-
rupt, but they say when he as-
cends (what they claim is the
throne of the Apostle Peter), and
speaks as the Apostle or as the
Pope, then they say heisinfal-
lible. Catholics claim that he
cannot say onething that issin-
ful, one thing that is wrong
when speaking for the church.
Now before 1862 (?) you didn’'t
have to believe that, but after
1862 (?) you must believeit or
else you're going to go to hell.
That's Catholic doctrine

It isinteresting to note that
the priest or bishop who led the
opposition to that doctrine was
the bishop of the diocese of
Little Rock, Arkansas. In 1862
(I'm not sureof theexact year),
it was the Bishop of Little Rock
that went to Rome and lobbied
and argued and did everything
he could to prevent the Cardi-
nal sand the Pope from adopting
the doctrine of the Infallibility
of the Pope. It wasaL.ittle Rock
Bishop that led the fight against
that doctrine. But he lost. So
what did he do? He said okay,
then | was wrong, so he came
back home and became a good
Catholic Bishop again and he
accepted the infallibility of the
Pope. Today every Roman
Cathalic is required tobelieve
in the infalibility of the Pope.
They do so because they say he
is the voice of God; that when
he speaks, it is the same as God

(See JEZEBEL on page 12)
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speaking.

Note the titles of the Pope.
We talked to you about one of
them last week, Pontifex Maxi-
mus. It came from the old
Babylonian religion and it
means “chief bridge builder”
and it was the title of the
heathen pagan priests of the
Babylonian religion that Catho-
lics have brought over into the
Catholic religion.

Catholicshavebroughtinto
so-called Christianity many pa-
gan religious days, such as Hal-
loween, Lent, Easter, Christmas,
all of these are pagan days that
were observed in the times of
the Babylonian religion. Be-
cause Catholicism wanted to
bring the heathen and pagans
into their church, they allowed
them tocomeinandto bringall
of these daysinwith them. They
simply christened these days,
changed their titles, gave some
of them a Christian name and
allowed them to continue the
worship of these heathen pagan
days. Some of them retain their
pagan names even to this day.

Now | haven't given you
proof of this tonight, but if you
want to read about it, get an en-
cyclopedia, any encyclopedia.
GettheencyclopediaBritannica,
the World Book, Comptons, or
Calliers, or any of them. Read
any encyclopedia you want and
read about Christmas, Easter,
Halloween, or any of these
“Christian” days, and you will
find out that all of these were a
part of heathen paganism that
were brought over into so-
called Christianity by theRoman
Catholic Church.

Now let us turn to this
Jezebel and notice some of the
things about this Jezebel. In
1Kings21:25wefind she“ruled
the roost.” Her husband was
subject unto her even though
he wasthe king. Noticeinverse
25 “But there was none like

unto Ahab, which did sell him-
self to work wickedness in the
sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel
his wife stirred up.” Now turn
back to the 16th chapter of First
Kings and we find that it was
Jezebel that established idolatry
among the children of Isradl. It
says in verses 31-32, “And it
cameto pass, asif it had beena
light thing for him towalkin
the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, that he took to wife
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Zidonians, and went
and served Baal, and wor-
shipped him. And he reared up
an altar for Baal in the house of
Baal, which he had built in
Samaria.”

In chapter 18 and verse 19,
weseehow quickly Baal worship
grew. “Now therefore send, and
gather to me all Israel unto
mount Carmel, and the pro-
phets of Baal four hundred and
fifty, and the prophets of the
groves four hundred, which eat
atJezebel’ stable.” Jezebel, then,
took it upon herself to support
all the Baal worship by having
these 450 priests of Baal and the
400 prophets of the groves,
making a total of 850 that ate
rightintheking’ shouse. Thisis
what Jezebel did. She estab-
lished idolatry throughout the
whole kingdom. In addition she
tried to exterminate the true
prophets of the Lord.

Notice in verse 13 of First
Kings chapter 18, “Was it not
told my lord what | did when
Jezebel slew the prophets of
the Lord, how | hid an hundred
men of the Lord's prophets by
fifty in a cave, and fed them
with bread and water?” Notice
in 2 Kings 9:7, “And thou shalt
smite the house of Ahab thy
master, that | may avenge the
blood of my servants the pro-
phets, and the blood of all the
servants of the Lord, at the
hand of Jezebel.”

Not only that, but we find
that Jezebel confiscated the
properties of the people. In 1

Kings 21:14-15 we read, “ Then
they sent to Jezebel, saying,
Naboth is stoned, and is dead.
Andit cameto pass, when Jezebel
heard that Naboth was stoned,
and was dead, that Jezebel said
to Ahab, Arise, take possession
of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, which he refused to
give thee for money: for Naboth
isnotalive, butdead.” Now all of
these things are characteristics
of the Roman Catholic Church.
NoticeasAgainin 1 Kings
21:23 that she was under the
curseof God. Theprophet says,
“And of Jezebel also spake the
Lord, saying, Thedogsshall eat
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel."
This woman Jezebel was the
personification of wickednessin
that she led the Israglites into
idolatry and tothepracticeof the
immorality connected with the
worship of the heathen deities
or the heathen idols.
Noticein2Kings9: 22, And
it cameto pass, when Joramsaw
Jehu, that he said, Is it peace,
Jehu? And he answered, What
peace, so long as thewhore-
doms of thy mother Jezebel and
hewitchcraftsaresomany.” One
woman destroyed Israel. One
woman becauseof her conniving
wasabletobringinBaal worship
into Israel’s worship. She de-
ceived the children of Israel and
took over all religions and her
priests became more numerous
thanthepreachersof thelL ord, so
much sothat Elijahwasstanding
by himself against 850 of those
who were the priests of Baal.
Now tothisNew Testament
Jezebel . This New Testament
Jezebel apparently waslike this
old Jezebel. Shestandsfor, typi-
fies, and represents the same
things of the Jezebel of Ahab's
day. NowthisJezebel wasamem-
ber of the Nicolaitan sect, be-
cause you read in the 14th and
15thverseswherethel ord says,
“But | have a few things against
thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to

cast a stumbling block before
the children of Israel, to eat
thingssacrificed untoidols, and
to commit fornication. So hast
thou also them that hold the
doctrine of the Nicolaitanes
whichthing | hate.” John saysin
verse20 that thiswoman Jezebel
did that. “Notwithstanding |
have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach
and to seduce my servants to
commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols.”
So what she did then wasto
encourage immorality, immoral
conduct, all under the guise of
religion.

Also this woman was a
womanof prominenceandinflu-
ence. She even had more influ-
ence than the pastor had. She
had so wormed herself inamong
the membership of the church
that she had greater influence
than even the pastor of the
church — a woman in the
churchwith moreinfluencethan
the pastor. Have we not seen
this in some churches today?
How sad!

Now what were Jezebel’s
sins? She assumed authority
that God did not give. That's
exactly what the CatholicChurch
has done, Papal authority. They
have what they call “Bulls’ or
“Dogmas’ that areissued by the
Pope. They are said to be infal-
lible, thereforethey aresaidtobe
the rules of the church, and
Catholics are bound, required,
obligatedtoacceptall the"bulls’
or the"“dogmas” of thechurchas
from God. Now this replaces
God. Only God has that kind of
authority. Y etwefindthisiswhat
the Catholic Church has as-
sumed. Shedeclared certaindoc-
trinesto be her own, or her own
doctrines to be of God, and she
made her appeal to tradition
rather than the Word of God.

| wenttoaCatholicchurchin

(See JEZEBEL on page 13)
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New Orleans whilel wasasemi-
nary student. There was a
Catholic church right behind us
called “The Little Flower of
Jesus Church.” | went to this
church on Monday nights
where they had the instruc-
tional classes for those who
wanted to learn about Catholi-
cism. It was for Catholics who
wanted to come to learn more.
It was aso for those who had
married non-Catholics so that
they might get the non-Catholic
to come so that they could useit
as a means of instructing them
whereby they might ultimately
be converted to Catholicism. It
wasalsotherefor anybody that
wanted to come and learn about
Catholicism. Well | went, and |
told the priest, the Monsignor
who was in charge, who | was,
and that | was a student at the
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminaryl alsotoldhimthat |
planned to go as amissionary
to Mexico, which was a
Catholic country, and that |
wanted to learn what Catholi-
cism was directly, rather thanto
get it by hearsay or by what
others might say. | didn't use
the phrase, but | wanted to get it
“directly from the horses
mouth” so to speak.
Sothisiswhat | did. | have
two booksinmy library that this
Monsignor gaveme. Oneiscalled
“The Sacrifice of the Mass’
which explains the Mass from
the Catholic viewpoint, and the
other book is caled “Faith of
Our Fathers’ written by Cardi-
nal Gibbons which gives the
doctrinesof theCatholic Church.
| was in al these instruction
classes. One day he wastaking
about some things, and some of
the Catholics said “Well we
don't see that, why are we to
believe it? Whereisit taught in
the Bible?’ He pointed out to
them that they believe in many
things that are not taught in

the Bible, but they arethetra
ditions of the Catholic Church
and they are to accept al the
traditions of the Catholic Church
asthough they wereBible. They
are to be considered as the
same.

| will tell you what brought
all thisup. Hewastalking about
John the Baptist and Jesus
when they were both in their
mother’s wombs. It mentioned
that when Mary came close to
Elizabeth that John the Baptist,
in the womb, leaped for joy.
The Monsignor said that this
proved that John the Baptist
was born without origina sin;
that he was converted while
he was still in the womb and
that's when he leaped for joy
because that's when he was
converted. Therefore when he
was born, he was born without
original sin.

A mother in the class, (and
she was also expecting), began
talking to the priest and she said
“Well now, | don't see any-
thing about that that is miracu-
lous. That is pretty common.
I"ve had several children, and |
have one now on theway, and it
is nothing unusual for a baby to
move and for the mother to feel
movement,” etc. Then she said,
“l don't see where this really
proves that John the Baptist
was born without original sin.”
He argued with her afew
minutes more, and finally, after
she reached a point that she till
wasn't going to believe it, he
said, “Well, thisisthetradition
of the Catholic Church and
therefore we must accept it, and
we must believeit.” That satis-
fied her, so she accepted it, and
she believed it. Sothisiswhat
we find. They have raised or
elevated tradition upto thesame
level asthough it were theWord
of God.

Now this woman Jezebel
was allowed to teach and to se-
duce the Lord's servants to
commit fornication and to eat
things offered to idols. Now the

word “seduce” never means
error, but it means “a funda-
mental departurefromthetruth.”
Fornication is not only physical
fornicationbut itisspiritual for-
nication, amingling of theworld
and falsereligions, and spiritual
fornication is far worse than
physical fornication.

We have Baptists today
that are committing spiritual
fornication, in that they are hav-
ing dialogue and going to meet-
ings with Catholic priests. One
of the preachers considered to-
day as one of the most re-
spected men of our country is
Dr.W. A. Criswell the First
Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas.
He himself is doing this. The
Dallas Times Herald quoted
him as being in a Catholic
church in San Francisco or Los
Angeles. He talked about his
being present for the celebra-
tion of the Mass in a Catholic
church, and how he had never
felt the Spirit of the Lord any
more than he had when that
priest celebrated the mass.
Twenty years ago he would
have cut his tongue off before
he would have ever said any-
thing like that. He was one of
the leading opponents of John
F. Kennedy running for Presi-
dent because he was a Roman
Catholicwho believed in the su-
premacy of the Pope. Today, he
is one of the Baptists that are
now cooperating and being a
part of such practices.

Thisistypical andrepresen-
tative of how falsedoctrinesare
continuing to be brought into
Christendom. Today itissweep-
ing the world in the ecumenical
movement as they are trying to
bring everybody into it. Who
did it all? This woman Jezebel.
“Notwithstanding | have a few
things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to se-
duce my servantsto commit for-
nication, and to eat things sac-
rificed unto idols’ (Rev. 2:20).

Now notice, “And | gave her
space to repent of her fornica-
tion; and she repented not”
(Rev.2:21). God givesspacefor
repentance, but she did not.
There is no hope. Shehasgone
too far. | am afraid there are
Baptists that God has given
“gpace to repent” and they “re-
pented not.” They’ve gone too
far.

What is true of a church
of yesteryear can be true of
churches today. We need to
make certain that we are not
influenced by these false doc-
trines of “Baa worship” that
have been brought into Chris-
tianity by a gradual infiltration
of false doctrine, whereby we
become participants of thefalse
doctrine as well. Many of them
were brought into Protestantism
from Catholicism, and now they
are being brought into Baptist
churches from Protestants.

One thing, as an example.
Did you know that in the early
1900's any Baptist that cel-
ebrated Christmaswasexcluded
from that Baptist church. Now
they have brought Christmas
right into the church. They
have their Santa Claus, they
have their Christmas tree, etc.
They’ve got the whole works.
Where did they get it? Roman
Catholicism! The same thing
with al of these other heathen
pagan days. We need to be care-
ful that doctrines such as the
doctrine of falling from grace,
the doctrine of baptismal re-
generation; infant baptism;
sprinkling  for baptism; all of
these things came out of Roman
Catholicism. We protect our-
selves through the church truth
that we preach. We do not re-
ceive “dien” baptism or bap-
tism from any other denomina-
tion, and we practice closed
communion, limiting it to the
membership of the church ob-
serving the Supper. We need
to be careful lest we become
tainted with some of those
same false doctrines as well.
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could stand with me beside the
“holy” River Bagmati in
Kathmandu, Nepal, and observe
the burning of the body of a
Hindu following the perfor-
mance of the Hindu death
rituals, they would cast asidein
repulsion every thought of cre-
mation being an acceptable
Christian practice. Just five
daysago | stood three or so feet
fromaburning corpsewithamis-
sionary pastor from Singapore
and hiswife who were visiting
us. The head was already burnt
beyond recognition and the
skull split open due to internal
expansion from the heat of the
fire. The lower legs and feet
were unscorched, as they were
protruding from the pile of
burning wood and stubble upon
which the man’s body lay. The
professional  Hindu burners
were poking the body fromtime
to time to keep the membersin
the fire and adding stubble and
wood as needed. The bones
were contracting and popping;
the bodily organs were frying
and thejuicessizzlinginthein-
tense heat. My wife, a nurse
withexperienceinaleprosy hos-
pital and also in anintensive
care ward, stood with another
friend observing the ghastly
sight from adistance, unwilling
tocomecloser. Theair for ahun-
dred yards or more was filled
with the unmistakabl e stench of
burning flesh. When the fire
had burnt most of the body, the
ashes and remaining members
were shoved into theriver. This
is cremation as has been prac-
ticed by heathen religions for
untold centuries, but without
the sanitized, “instant fry”
method adopted in technically
advanced nations and sanctified
by apostate Christians as an
“acceptable Christian practice.”

Would you treat your loved
ones s0? Is this an acceptable
Christian practice indeed? No

sir, cremation is a heathen prac-
tice. It is of heathen origin and
serves heathen purposes. There
is nothing Christian about cre-
mation. We were standing that
day, as | have at other times,
observing cremation in the sur-
roundings from which the prac-
ticearose—idolatrous, Christless
heathenism.

God’'s People Have Always
Practiced Burial

Following arejust afew ex-
amples. | challenge you to read
theBiblefromcovertocover and
find one occasion in whichone
of God's people was cremated
or given anything other than a
decent and proper burial (except
in afew cases involving God's
anger, aswe shall shortly see).

Abraham was buried —
“Then Abraham gave up the
ghost, and died in agood old
age, an old man, and full of
years; and was gathered to his
people. And his sons Isaac and
Ishmael buried him inthecave
of Machpelah...” (Gen. 25:8-10).

Sarah was buried — “And
Sarahwasan hundred and seven
and twenty years old ... And
SarahdiedinKirjatharba... And
Abraham cameto mournfor Sa-
rah, and to weep for her. And
Abraham stood up from before
his dead, and spake unto the
sons of Heth, saying, | am a
stranger and a sojourner with
you: give me a possession of a
burying place with you, that |
may bury my dead out of my
sight" (Gen.23:1-4).

Rachel wasburied—*“And
Rachel died, and was buried in
theway to Ephrath ... And Jacob
set a pillar upon her grave: that
is the pillar of Rachel’s grave
unto this day” (Gen. 35:19-20).

Isaac was buried — “And
Isaac gave up the ghost, and
died, and was gathered unto his
people, being old and full of
days. and his sons Esau and
Jacob buried him” (Gen. 35:29).

Jacob was buried —"And
when Jacob had made an end of
commanding his sons, he gath-
ered up hisfeet into the bed, and
yielded up the ghost, and was
gathered unto hispeople... And
when the days of his mourning
werepast ... hissonscarried him
into the land of Canaan, and
buried him the cave of thefield
of Machpelah ...” (Gen. 49:33;
50:1-13).

Joseph was buried — “So
Joseph died, being an hundred
and ten years old: and they em-
balmed him, and hewasputin
acoffinin Egypt” (Gen. 50:26).

Joshuawas buried -- “And
it cameto passafter thesethings,
that Joshua the son of Nun, the
servant of the Lord, died, being
an hundred and ten years old.
And they buried him. (Josh.
24:29-30).

Eleazar wasburied—*“ And
Eleazar the son of Aaron died;
andthey buried himinahill that
pertained to Phinehas his son,
which was given him in mount
Ephraim” (Josh. 24:33).

Samuel wasburied—“And
Samuel died; andall thel sraglites
were gathered together, and la-
mented him, and buriedhimin
his house at Ramah ...” (1 Sam.
251).

David was buried — “So
David dept with hisfathers, and
was buried in the city of David”
(1Ki.2:10).

John the Baptist wasburied
— “And he sent, and beheaded
John in the prison ... and his
disciples came, and took up the
body, and buried it, and went
and told Jesus’ (Mt. 14:10-12).

Ananiasand Sapphirawere
buried — “And Ananias hear-
ing these words fell down, and
gaveuptheghost: and great fear
came on al them that heard
these things. And the young
men arose, wound him up, and
carried him out, and buried him
... Then fell she down straight-
way at hisfeet, and yielded up
the ghost: and the young men
came in, and found her dead,

and, carrying her forth, buried
her by her husband” (Acts
5:5-10).

Stephen was buried —
“And devout men carried
Stephen to his burial, and made
great lamentation over him”
(Acts8:2).

Even When Burial Was
Difficult

Even in difficult circum-
stances God's people in olden
days practiced buria. For ex-
ample, Joseph’s body was kept
for over 400 yearsin Egypt and
then carried through the 40
years of wilderness wanderings
before being buried in Pales-
tine, the promised land.

“And Joseph said unto his
brethren, | die: and God will
surely visit you, and bring you
out of this land unto the land
which he sware to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph
took an oath of the children of
Israel, saying, God will surely
visit you, and ye shall carry up
my bones from hence” (Gen.
50:24-25).

And Moses took the bones
of Joseph with him: for he
had straitly swornthechildren of
Israel, saying, God will surely
visit you; and ye shall carry up
my bones away hence with
you” (Ex.13:19).

And the bones of Joseph,
which the children of |srael
brought up out of Egypt, buried
they in Shechem, in a parcel of
ground which Jacob bought of
the sons of Hamor the father of
Shechem for an hundred pieces
of silver...” (Josh. 24:32).

How much simpleritwould
have been for the Israelites to
have cremated Joseph, then car-
ried hisasheswiththeminatiny
container! But this they refused
to do. Joseph, afollower of the
onetrue God, amanwho looked
forward to the bodily resurrec-

(See CLOUD on page 15)
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tion, was given an honorable
burial, aswas every man of God
in the Bible.

Burial Looks Forward
To Resurrection

“For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until
now. And not only they, but
ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our
body” (Rom. 8:22-23).

“For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle
weredissolved, wehaveabuild-
ing of God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the
heavens’ (2Cor.5:1).

“But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept. For
since by man came death, by
man came also the resurrection
of thedead. For asin Adam all
die, evensoin Christ shall all be
madealive. But every maninhis
own order: Christ thefirstfruits;
afterward they that are Christ’s
athiscoming” (1Cor. 15:20-23).

“Behold, | shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep,
but we shall al bechanged, in
amoment, inthetwinkling of an
eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shal sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorrupt-
ible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and thismor-
tal must put on immortality. So
when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put onimmor-
tality, then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in vic-
tory. O death, whereis thy
sting? O grave, whereisthy vic-
tory? The sting of death is sin;

and the strength of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1Cor.15:\51-57).

The reason God's people
have aways been careful to
practice burial is not difficult to
understand. We believe in a
bodily resurrection. Yes, the
buried body will decompose in
time. Y es, thereare occasionsin
which Christians die in ways
which render burial impossible
— in the sinking of ships, in
house fires, etc. But when at al
possible we bury. Why the
trouble? Because it is our cer-
tain hope that the same indi-
vidual will beraisedin the same
body, only changed.

The physical body iscalled
the seed for the resurrection
body. When planted, a seed de-
composes, and the new plant
comesforth. The Bible usesthis
to illustrate resurrection:

“But some man will say,
How arethedead raised up?and
with what body do they come?
Thou fool., that which thou
sowest is not quickened, except
it die: And that which thou
sowest, thou sowest not that
body that shal be, but bare
grain, it may chance of wheat,
or of some other grain; But God
giveth it a body as it hath
pleased him and to every seed
his own body ... So aso is the
resurrection of the dead. It is
sown in corruption; itisraised
in incorruption: It is sown in
dishonour; itisraisedin power:
It is sown a natura body; it is
raised aspiritua body. Thereis
a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body” (1Cor. 15:35-44).

When we bury a Christian
loved one, we are planting the
seed for theresurrection body!
Itisapowerful testimony of our
unwavering faith in God's
Word regarding the promise of
bodily resurrection.

Contrast heathenism. They
have no such knowledge or
hope. The Hindus and Bud-

dhists, for example, believe in
reincarnation. Yes, they believe
in a human soul whichisdis
tinct from the body. But they do
not believe that the soul, once
departed from the body at
death, will beresurrected in any
relation whatsoever to the first
body. Rather they believe the
soul will be reincarnated in an-
other entirely unrelated body, or
into a non-physical sphere of
existence.

God's people, though,
have had some knowledge of a
bodily resurrection from the
earliest days. Thebook of Jobis
considered commonly to be the
oldestbookintheBible. Thereis
no mention in the book of Job
concerning Israel, or Jerusalem,
or Palestine, or the temple, or
the Jewish state or kingdom,
anditismost likely that Job was
aGod-fearing man who livedin
the days prior to Abraham. Yet
consider this ancient man of
God's thorough knowledge of
the bodily resurrection.

“For | know that my re-
deemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the
earth: And though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in
my fleshshall | seeGod: Whom
| shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not an-
other; though my reins be con-
sumed within me” (Job. 19:25-
27).

God's people have aways
buried their dead with this mag-
nificent hope burning in their
hearts — “We will see that
brother or sister again in that
same body, only changed,
glorified!” Hallelujah! Only
through the death and shed
blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ can we have this
certain hope. He has taken
upon Himself on the cross the
punishment for our sins, carried
our sinsinto the grave, and rose
again in eternal triumph three
days later. When an individual
thoroughly acknowledges his
sinfulness before God, repents

(changes his mind about living
asinful, self-willedlife), and re-
ceives Jesus Christ as his or her
Lord and Savior, the sin debt
becomes paid, and eterna life
and glory ispromised from God
the Father. Part of our glorious
heritage in Christ is theresur-
rection body.

God Practices Burial

“So Moses the servant of
theLord died thereintheland of
Moab, according to the word of
theLord. And heburiedhimina
valley intheland of Moab, over
against Bethpeor: but no man
knoweth of his sepulchre unto
this day” (Dt. 34:5-6).

Cremation Is A Sign
Of God’s Curse

Throughout the Bible the
destruction of a human body
or of an object by fireisused as
asign of divinewrath. Consider
with me some examples:

The example of Sodom and
Gomorrah — “Then the Lord
rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire
from the Lord out of heaven”
(Gen. 19:24). “And turning the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes condemned them
with an overthrow, making
them an ensample unto those
that after should live ungodly”
(2Pet.2:6).

The example of Nadab and
Abihu — “And Nadab and
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took
either of them his censer, and
put fire therein, and put incense
thereon, and offered strangefire
before the Lord, which he com-
manded them not. And there
went out firefrom the Lord, and
devoured them, and they died
before the Lord (Lev. 10:1-2).

The example of the men
who rebelled with Korah —
“And there came out afirefrom

(See CLOUD on page 16)
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the Lord, and consumed the
two hundred and fifty men that
offeredincense” (Num. 16:35).

The example of idols —
“And he took the calf which
they had made, and burntitin
the fire, and ground it to pow-
der, and strawed it upon the wa-
ter, and made the children of Is-
rael drink of it” (Ex. 32:20).“ The
graven images of their gods
shall yeburnwithfire: thou shalt
not desire the silver or gold that
ison them, nor takeit unto thee,
lest thou be snared therein: for
it isan abomination to the Lord
thy God” (Dt. 7:25). “And they
brought forth the images out of
the house of Baal, and burned
them” (2Ki. 10:26). “ And when
they had left their gods there,
David gave a commandment,
and they were burned withfire’
(1Chr.14:12).

Theexampleof magicbooks
— “And many that believed
came, and confessed, and shewed
their deeds. Many of them also
which used curious arts brought
their bookstogether, and burned
them before al men: and they
counted the price of them, and
found it fifty thousand pieces of
silver” (Acts19:18-19).

The example of the un-
saved cast into the lakeof fire
for eterna punishment — “And
whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.

20:15).

For A Person Not To Have
A Proper Burial Was
Consider ed Dishonor

Example of Jezebel —
“And of Jezebel also spake the
Lord saying, The dogs shall
eat Jezebel by the wall of
Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab
in the city the dogs shall eat;
and him that dieth in the field
shall the fowls of the air eat”

(1Ki.21:23-24).

Example of the Midianites
— “Do unto them as unto the
Midianites; as to Sisera, as to
Jabin, at the brook of Kison:
Which perished at Endor: they
became as dung for the earth”
(Psm.83:9-10).

The Christian’s Body
Belongs To God: It is Not
Ours To Destroy By FireOr
Any Other Means

“What? Know ye not that
your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, andye
are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and
in your spirit, whichareGod's”
(1Cor.6:19-20). “ Forwhetherwe
live, we live unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or
die, we are the Lord’s’ (Rom.
14:8).

God HasPlainly Called
Cremation Wickedness

“Thus saith the Lord; For
three transgressions of Mob,
andfor four, | will not turn away
the punishment thereof; be-
cause he burned the bones of
the king of Edom into lime”
(Amos2:1).

The Lord Jesus WasBuried,
And He Is Our Great
ExampleIn All Things

“And after this Joseph of
Arimathaea, being a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the
Jews, besought Pilate that he
might take away the body of
Jesus: and Pilategavehimleave.
He cametherefore, and took the
body of Jesus. And there came
also Nicodemus, which at the
first cameto Jesus by night, and
brought a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about an hundred pound
weight. Then took they the

body of Jesus, and wound it in
linen clothes with the spices, as
the manner of the Jewsisto
bury. Now inthe placewhere he
was crucified there was a gar-
den; and in the garden a new
sepulchre, wherein was never
man yet laid. There laid they
Jesus therefore because of the
Jews' preparation day; for the
sepulchre was nigh at hand”
(In.19:38-42).

In light of the above Bible
teaching, the statement, “In the
Christian religion there is noth-
ing that frowns upon cremation
or requiresburial,” provesto be
untrue. Of course we cannot
force people either to bury or
not to bury. But the pastor or
missionary must patiently share
these truths with his people and
with those who seek his assis-
tanceintheburial of loved ones.
In theses days of widespread
apostasy and doctrinal confu-
sion among professing Chris-
tian leaders aclear voicein this
matter us urgently needed.

RUSSIA...
(Continued from page 6)

doctrine and Christian living.
We have already trandated sev-
eral such works and we are still
trying to get them al ready to
print.

We are anxious to begin
reaching out more within thecity
of Magadan. As our Russian
improves we can go and witness
tofolkseasier. Right now, how-
ever, weareonly ableto passout
tracts and written invitations to
services and answer some very
basi cquestionswhich folks might
have.

Thissummer, my familyand
| have returned to America to
visit supporting churches, do
some deputation, visit fami-ly,
and purchase supplies for the
upcoming year. We have greatly
enjoyed the fellowship and gra-
ciousness of the churches that
wehavevisited but regret that we

cannotvisitthem all in the short
time that we are in the States.
There are whole sections of the
country which we were not able
to visit. Lord willing, in the
futurewemay beableto cometo
thosechurches which wedidnot
getto visit this time.

Please pray for the political
and economic situationsin both
America and Russia so that we
might continue to work there.
Also, please pray that the Lord
would continue to provide the
needs that we have as our costs
of living and working in
Magadan are rapidly rising.
And, please keep spreading the
gospel of Jesus Christ here in
America so the others might
come to know Him as their
Savior and turntheir livesover
to Him and our nation might
continue to be blessed by God
as it has in the past.

| praise God for the oppor-
tunity to share with you what
the Lord is doing in Far-East
Russia. Wearevery thankful for
the support and prayers which
many of you have offered in

our behalf.




