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The Divine Purpose of Bible Miracles

By Louis Entzminger

[Part One "Are Bible
Miracles To Be Performed By
the People of God Today?"
appeared in the October 1995
issueof TheBaptist Challenge.
Thisis part two.]

The external evidence that
God has spoken to men is two-
fold: prophecy and miracle.
“Prophecy isamiracle of utter-
ance and prepares the way for
coming events and persons and
atests them in advance as
forming part of the divine plan
reaching through the ages.
Prophecy and providence are
therefore twin sisters.” | quote
from Dr. A.T. Pierson’s great
work, M any | nfallibleProofs, a
book every Christian should
read. Back of al changes and
accidents there is an omnipo-
tent, omniscient, omnipresent
God. Nothing escapes His
knowledge or evades His
power. Back of al the changing
scenes of life, throughout the
history of the world, the rise
and fall of kingdoms and em-
pires, wars on bloody battle-
fields, storms and cyclones and
tides and changesin nature, and
upheavals — back of al these
things is an omnipotent God
who moves mysteriously back
of everything.

It looks pretty bad some-
times, doesn’t it?

“Right forever on the scaffold,
Wrong forever on the throne,
Yet that scaffold sways thefuture,
And behind the dim unknown
Standeth God amidst the shadows,
Keeping watch above His own.”

“For we know that al
things work together for good
to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to
Hispurpose” (Rom. 8:28).

If you want to understand
why God Almighty is not work-
ing the physical, outward
miracles during this dispensa-
tion that He wrought in Bible
times, you should read The Si-
lence of God by Sir Robert
Anderson (out of print).

Propheciesalready fulfilled
areaclear seal of God upon His
Word. Propheciesare being ful-
filledtoday. Theheadlinesinal-
most every newspaper tell us
prophecy isbeing fulfilled. This
world is hastening tothereign
of Antichrist. It is making the
final preparation for it. Heisthe
man thisworld wants.

| saidsometimeagothat sixty
per cent of the world’s popula-
tionisnow under adictatorship,
and read the next day in the pa-
pers in an article by Roger
Babson that eighty per cent of
the earth’s population is under
dictators, or the equivalent of a
dictator.

“Heaven and earth shall
pass away.” We quote it,
“Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my word shall not
pass away;” but that is not the
way. Thisistheway to quoteit,
“Heaven and earth shall pass
away; but my world shall not
pass away.” | read that a good
many times before | saw that,
thatis, that thereisgoingtobea
transformation on this earth
during the Tribulation Period in
the Millennium and final battle
of Armageddon (Rev. 20), that it
so thoroughly transforms every
part of the whole universe of
God, until there won’t be asin-
gle spot or sguare inch where
Satan’s slimy hands have
touched but will be cleansed
and purified so much so that the
Scripturestell usit will beanew
heaven and new earth.

God appeals through ful-
filled prophecy. “And if thou
say inthine heart, How shall we
know the word which the Lord
hath not spoken? When a
prophet speaketh in the name of
theLord, if thething follow not,
nor come to pass, that is the
thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath
spoken it presumptuously; thou
shalt not be afraid of him” (Dt.
41:21-23).

God is reasoning here.
Come on now, “Put up, or shut

up” — aswewould say.

“The prophet which
prophesieth of peace, when the
word of the prophet shall come
to pass, then shall the prophet
be known, that the Lord hath
truly senthim” (Jer. 28:9). Thatis
fair,isn’'tit?God comesoutinthe
open and says, here isthe chal-
lenge. Let the world accept it,
admititisGod.

Prophecy isamiracle of ut-
terance. That isthe reason | am
talking about prophecy. It is a
miracleinaction(Dr. Pierson). It
isamiracle, supernatural power
inword.

Supernatural  power in
workisamiracle. Christ Himself
appealed to prophecy as abasis
of faith and the Word of God is
filledwithit, if you searchfor it.
“And now | have told you
before it is come to pass, that
whenitiscometo passyemight
believe.”

What is He saying? Read
the story of the resurrection.
Why are the graves opened?
That God's people may come
out? Why will every grave be
opened when the trumpet
sounds and the dead in Christ
rise? To let them out? No, they
won't need the graves opened
to let them out; but it isthat the
devils and demons and angels

(See MIRACLES on page 19)



R 2

The Baptist Gl lenge

Novenber 1995

God's Three Questions

By M. L. Moser, Editor

[ Thismessagewaspreached
on Sunday evening, October 8,
1995, at the Central Baptist
Church of Little Rock and is
being printed “as preached.”]

“Now the serpent wasmore
subtil than any beast of thefield
which the Lord God had made.
And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden?
And the woman said unto the
serpent, We may eat of the fruit
of the trees of the garden: But
of the fruit of thetreewhichis
in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye
die. And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely
die: For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and
ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil. And when the
woman saw that the tree was

good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and atree
to be desired to make one wise,
she took of the fruit thereof,
and did eat, and gave also unto
her husband with her; and he
did eat. And the eyes of them
both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked:
and they sewed fig leaves to-
gether, and made themselves
aprons. And they heard the
voice of the Lord God walking
in the garden in the cool of the
day: and Adam and hiswife hid
themselves from the presence of
the Lord God amongst the trees
of the garden. And the Lord
God called unto Adam, and
said unto him, Where art thou?
And hesaid, | heard thy voicein
the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked; and | hid
myself. And he said, Who told
thee that thou wast naked?
Hast thou eaten of the tree,
whereof | commanded thee
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that thou shouldest not eat?
And the man said, The woman
whom thou gavest to be with
me, she gave me of thetree, and
| did eat. And the Lord God said
unto the woman, What is this
that thou hast done? And the
woman said, The serpent be-
guiled me, and | did eat. And
the Lord God said unto the ser-
pent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all
cattle, and above every beast of
the field;, upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life: And |
will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruisehisheel” (Gen. 3:1-15).

| want usto look at verse 9
for just amoment. It says, “And
the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him,
Whereart thou?” Now, God did
not ask thisquestionfor Hisown
information. We do know that
many timesthroughout theBible
God asks questions, but when
He asks the questions, they are
not for His information. God is
omniscient. By thiswemeanthat
God knowsall things, and when
Heaskedthisquestion, itwasnot
for His information, but that
Adam might recognizehiscon-
dition and his position in God’'s
sight. This is a question that
each of us needs to ask our-
selves, just where are we? We
need to examine our own lives
and determine exactly wherewe
are.

Now, fromthestandpoint of
salvation, you're either in or
you're out. Thereisno halfway
mark. Y ouareeither savedoryou
are lost. There are no steps in
salvation in which you become
partly saved and ultimately, if
you finish the final step, you
become &l the way saved.
Salvationisafull step, onetime,
and it isfor eternity.

After we have been saved,
then we need to ask ourselves
astowherewearein relation to

our fellowship with God. Are
we walking in fellowship with
the Lord? Arewecloseto Him?
Is He close tous?Just what is
our relationship with the Lord?

IntheScriptures, Christians
are divided into two different
groups: carnal Christians and
spiritual Christians. Now within
these two groups or ranges
there can be much variation.
There are those that are more
spiritual, and therearethosethat
aremorecarnal. A carnal Chris-
tian is one that istruly saved,
butisnot living for theLord. He
isnot walking closeto the Lord
nor does he not have much fel-
lowship with the Lord. He does
not serve the Lord. He does not
obey the Lord in the command-
mentsthat God hasgiven himto
do. Really, heisnot much more
than just barely a Christian.

Thisweek | heardapreacher
in South Dakota preach a mes-
sage dealing with the founda-
tion that men have in their
Christian life, and what they
build upon that foundation.
There aretwo kinds of material:
those that are permanent, and
those that are temporary. Those
that will last, and those that will
not last. Aswe understand First
Corinthians three, it talks about
thefact that men can build their
life out of wood, hay and stub-
ble, and then that life is wasted
fortheLord. They aresaved, but
as the Scripture says, “so as by
fire,” arebarely saved.

Then there are those who
build their's out of gold, silver
and preciousstones. Each oneof
us determines for ourselves
whatwebuildour lifeoutof. The
carnal Christian is the one that
does not build anything for the
Lord atall. Thecarnal Christian
is the one that does nothing for
the Lord. God has done every-
thing for them; they are saved,
but God has not done anything
for which they feel asif they
need to be so grateful, that they

(See SERMON on page 6)
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The Work of the Prophets --

Message #2

Thelmportance of the Work of
the Prophets

By R. Nelson Colyar

The large place which the
Lord gave to the work of the
prophets in days past is little
realized among Christians to-
day. Y etthereisnot atimewhen
God has been without His
prophets. Their work fills vol-
umes in the Sacred Library, the
Bible. Christendom has lost
sight of the prophetic ministry,
assuming in smug comfort and
in callous indifference that the
prophets are all dead. Modern
churchanity busies itself with
empire building, while denying
King Jesus. Denominational
leadership reigns as lords over
God’s heritage. It is with
churchanity now as Paul wrote
to the Corinthian church: “Now
ye are full, now ye arerich, ye
have reigned as kings without
us: and | would to God ye did
reign, that we also might reign
withyou” (1Cor. 4:8). Itisinter-
ested chiefly in ecclesiastical
ordersand denominational great-
ness and statistical glories. Its
ministry for the most part is
concerned about |eadership and
the emoluments of office. It
loves the praise of men more
than the praise of God, asiit is
written: “For they loved the
praise of men more than the
praiseof God” (Jn. 12:43. Spiri-
tual decadence prevails. Mora
laxity increases.

The religious infidelity of
modern churchanity denies the
supernatural in the predictive
element of Bible prophecy. In
sodoingit deniestheLord Him-
self. Having denied the Prophet,
it is no great thing with false
teachers to kill all the prophets
and to belittle the sure word of
prophecy. And that, too, in
modern  cultured churches?

Certainly: “For it cannot bethat
a prophet perish out of Jerusa
lem,” Jesus said. So, history re-
peats itself, as we say. God's
prophet’s are despised in
Christendom now, asthey were
inall other ages. Denominational
machinery now persecutesGod' s
servants the prophets as it did
2,600 yearsago. It slamschurch
doors in the faces of the
prophets by the boycott, whis-
pering campaign, slander cam-
paign, false surmising, lying re-
ports, intimidation, and many
other devilish devices.

Did not the prophet Peter
warnus: “ Thereshall comeinthe
last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying,
Where is the promise of his
coming?’ Are the scoffers so
blind they cannot see that they
themselvesarethefulfillment of
this very prophecy, uttered
nearly 1,900yearsago?Y es, hav-
ing been drawn under the ban-
ner of Christian profession, yet
not saved, they are reprobate,
being disapproved of God, and
will never come to repentance.
They bring upon themselves
swift destruction, for the Lord
will not leave them unpunished.
More tragic still, many follow
their pernicious ways.

TheMold of the Prophetic
Work

Theimportance of thework
of the prophets can be more
forcefully realized when itis
seen that it is cast into the mold
of the Prophet Himself. Some
men said of Jesus Christ, He is
“one of the prophets.” Another,
Simon, aPharisee, dismissedthe
matter as incredible, saying

within himself: “Thisman, if he
were a prophet, would have
known who and what manner of
woman thisisthat toucheth him;
for sheisasinner.” Whereupon
Jesus, being the Prophet and
knowing what sort of man he
was, rebuked him, and madehim
admit that the “sinner woman”
was more worthy than himself.
She had been saved — sinsfor-
given; but Simon the wiseacre
knew it not. He was not saved,
but thought he was. He lived in
an age of much false profession,
like ours. Others said of Jesus:
“Of atruth thisisthe prophet.”

Truly Heisthe Prophet. Of
Him, God spoke to M oses, say-
ing: “lwill raisethem(lsragl) upa
prophet from among their breth-
ren, like unto thee, and will put
my words in his mouth; and he
shall speak unto them all that |
shall command him. Andit shall
come to pass, that whosoever
will hearken unto my words
whichheshall speakinmy name,
| will requireitof him” (Dt. 18:18-
19). Sixteen centuries later, the
Apostle Peter identified Jesus
of Nazareth, therisen Lord, as
the Prophet which God had
promised to raise up unto Israel,
saying, “Unto you first God,
having raised up his Son Jesus,
sent himto blessyou, inturning
away every one of you from his
iniquities’ (Acts3:22-26). There
you have both the Prophet and
the mold into which al true
prophecy is cast.

The Prophet of whom |
speak is none other than the
Son of God. As the Prophet
incarnate He made full proof of
His claim to the highest pro-
phetic office, and wasidentified
by men filled with the Holy
Spirit. HewasinHimself theful -
fillment of theword of prophecy.
Men of spiritual discernment
saw this; men of piousreligious
carnality never did.

As the Prophet pre-incar-
nate, He was seen and heard of
Adam in the Garden of Eden.
“And they heard the voice of

the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day”
(Gen. 3:8). Mind you it was the
LORD walkingthereandcalling
to Adam. TheLORD isJehovah,
the eternally Self-existent One,
thel AMTHAT I AM (Ex. 3:14).
He" madetheearth and the heav-
ens’ (Gen. 2:4). He manifested
Himself to man immediately
uponthefall of Adam asthe Re-
deemer. Jehovah is Hisredemp-
tionname. AndHeistheProphet
pre-incarnate. He it is who ut-
tered the first prophecy on
record: “And | will put enmity
between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruisethy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel”:
(Gen. 3:15). That singleword of
prophecy isthe mold into which
all prophetictruthiscast. It com-
prehends the whole of the re-
demptive purpose and plan of
God asthe seed containsthetree
with its fruitage. Every subse-
guent holy prophetic utterance
camefromthemouth of Himwho
isthe Prophet. Thefact that most
of such utterances came upon
thelipsof mortal mendoesnotin
any sense nullify the declaration
that they are the words of the
Prophet. In all of themthereis
not one which does not fit into
itsowndivinely appointed place,
somewherewithintheframework
of thisoriginal prophecy. Proph-
€ecies concerning matters seem-
ingly detached from theredemp-
tivework of Christareastruly of
the original as others which are
obviousunfoldmentsof redemp-
tion truth. Asthe lower lights
and shadows cast by the greater
lightsgiveredundancetothepic-
ture, so every word of the proph-
ets is essentialy a part of the
superabundance of this germi-
nal prophetic utterance.
Thenwho will say thework
of the prophets of theliving God
is unimportant? Who will rel-
egateit to adead past? Who will
say thework of the prophetsis

(See COLYAR on page 24)
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Earmarks Of A Cult

By George Faull

Once the People’'s Temple
cult made headlines with its
shocking murders and mass
suicides, many have become
aware of the danger of the cult.
The question has arisen over
and over again in the past few
months, “What isacult?’ This
articlewill strive to answer that
question with more than a flip
answer. | will strive to give the
earmarksof acult.

It is difficult to give a de-
scription of a cult in one sen-
tence. If | were to do so, |
would describe it as an orga
nized heresy that deviates from
traditional Christianity and fol-
lowstheinterpretation of acon-
temporary Messiah that alleg-
edly hasfurther revelation from
God.” Now let us. observemore
closely the sixteen earmark of a
cult.

1. A cult is usually built
upon the per sonality of amod-
ern prophet. Some of the con-
temporary messiahs of recent
years are Joseph Smith, Ellen
G. White, Herbert W. Arm-
strong, Charles Taze Russell
and Mary Baker Eddy. These
have pawned off their particular
brand of heresy on the world.
Theinterpretation of Scriptures
of these persons becomes law
to thoseinthe cult. Their adher-
ents expound the alleged vir-
tues of the founders and seek
to cover the founder’'s sins and
wickedness. The advocates of
these cults enshrine the
founder’s birth place and dedi-
catebuildingsonthesiteswhere
the prophet or prophetess did
somemonumental feat. Cultism
could not survive without a call
back to the teachings of the
personality that began the cult.
Truth would win out over their
heresy, if the teachings of the
prophet would be laid aside.

Men are more apt to follow an-
other human with charismathan
they areaparticulardoctrine. This
truth behooves us to beware of
any doctrine which has a par-
ticular man or woman as its
chief advocate.

2. In addition toacontem-
porary messiah, cultism is
usually built upon some addi-
tional revelations. These rev-
elations may be complete books
such as The Book of Mormon,
or Science and Health With the
Key To the Scriptures. Maga-
zines such as Watch Tower,
Awake or The Plain Truth be-
comeofficial organsof thecults.
Cultism seeksto place these ad-
ditional writings on a par with
Scriptures. Indeed, these writ-
ings are alowed to explain
Scripturesand all other explana
tions are considered false, be-
cause these writings are alleg-
edly from God's latest spokes-
men. Thesewritings are consid-
ered as valid as that of the
apostles and more relevant be-
cause they are given in these
end times. Again, we should be-
ware of any doctrinethat is per-
petuated solely in thewritings
of arecent pretended prophet.

3.Againanother earmark
of a cult isastressof thelack
of dependability of theEnglish
Bible. CultsstressthattheBible
has been trandated over and
over again, and so is unreliable
and untrustworthy. This makes
the need for their added revela-
tion and professed trandation
more palatable. We should be-
ware of those who try to call in
guestion God's ability to pre-
serveHisword soit may remain
areliablerevelation of Hiswill.

4. Another earmark of
cultism isdoctrinal ambiguity
What does the cult teach? Is it
clearly taught in their papers,

or in the media? Most cults
hide some doctrine except from
their followers. Mormons are
not quick to teach that God was
a man, who has now become a
God. Herbert W. Armstrong’s
doctrine, that we will become
gods, is not known to many of
his radio listeners. Jehovah
Witnesses do not quickly an-
nounce that Jesus has returned
aready, in 1914. Many doc-
trines that astound our thinking
arerepulsiveto finer minds, but
are taught to the initiates of the
cult. Other seekers are left with
guestions and in the darkness.
Cultists first brainwash their
followers before the ambiguous
doctrines are suggested. We
need to beware of any doctrine
that isheld back from the seeker
of truth. Ambiguous teachings
arealmost alwaysfalsedoctrine
or at least contributory to doc-
trinal confusion.

5. Still another earmark
of acult istheir exclusivity.
The founders of the cults and
theirfollowersareamost always
at odds with the rest of the reli-
gious world. They are usually
aggressive in their attack of
other religions. All other teach-
ers are termed dishonest, de-
ceitful, and deluded. Cultistsare
told that the preachers of evan-
gelical churchesareinit for the
money. Barriers and prejudices
are intentionally built up in the
mindsof thecults’ new converts
against so-called clergy. Thisis
to protect them from learning
thetruth of the cult. Persecution
iswelcomedandevengloriedin,
for cults thrive on its followers
believing thy are being perse-
cuted for righteousness sake.
We need to beware of thinking
we are of the truth, merely be-
cause men persecute us. It is
obvious, persecution by men
should not be criteria to judge
the truth. At sometimein his-
tory, al of the cults have suf-
fered great persecution. How-
ever, many of the cults have not
been persecuted saints, but

rather prosecuted sinners.

6. Thenext earmark of the
cult isthe person of Jesus. The
cults will almost always have
poor Christology. TheWitnesses
take away Hisdeity and human-
ize Him. Adventists advocate
that He is Michael the Arch-
angel. Christian Scientists deny
that He came in the flesh. Mor-
mons actually deny the virgin
birth, for they make Him the
literal Son of God and Mary by
natural procreation. Arm-
strongism denies His unique
Sonship. We need to beware of
anyone who does not admit the
deity of our Lord.

7.Another earmark of the
cult isitsuse of proof texts of
difficult passages. Just leaveit
to the cultsto build doctrineson
the textsthat evangelical Chris-
tianity hasadmitted they areat a
losstoconfidently explain. Mor-
mons use the baptism of the
dead passage. Jehovah Wit-
nesses build awholedoctrineon
the144,000. Armstrongismtakes
the so-called 10 lost tribes and
gavehisBritish-Israglismexpla
nation. Adventists came up and
madeadoctrineonthecleansing
of the sanctuary. The cults are
masters at finding dark and am-
biguous passages of Scripture
and presenting their pet theo-
ries. They dogmatically assert
their theory, without batting an
eye at the difficulty their inter-
pretations present. By proof-
texting, they are able to defend
polygamy, soul-sleeping,
sabbath-keeping, annihila-
tionism, baptism for the dead
eternality of matter, degradation
of Negroes, baptism of the Holy
Spirit celestial marriageand doz-
ens of other false doctrines. We
ought to beware of any doctrine
advocated by the cults and not
allow thetwisting of Bibletexts.
A text out of context isapretext.

8. Another earmark is
their misunder standing of the
natureof man. Thecults,forthe

(See CULTS on page 18)
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Why Baptists Cannot Unionize With Others

The name“Baptist” isused
here to represent a religious
peoplewhoin history have been
identified with certain beliefs
and who wereimpelled by these
beliefs to remain separate from
other religious groups or de-
nominations. If they could have
accepted the teachings of other
denominations, there was never
any good reason for their sepa-
rateidentification. Furthermore,
if at this time there is nothing
unique about their faith and
practice, they should, inall hon-
esty, admit that they have been
wrong and end their part of the
confusion by uniting with some
other body whosefaith they can
endorse.

For instance, if Baptists
have been right about how lost
men are saved, then all who dis-
agree with them are wrong on
this vital point. If Baptists are
right on this doctrine, then all
who have ever been saved have
been saved exactly as Baptists
teach. If Baptists have been
right about the church in its
local, visible concept and about
baptism and the Lord's supper
— that is, how, why, to whom
and by whom these ordinances
should be administered — then
all who disagree with them are
wrong. But if Baptistsarewrong
about these things, they should
give up their contentions and
join those who believe other-
wise. Themaintaining of asepa-
rate denomination is not only
confusing, but sinful, if there
are no convictions which de-
mand that separation.

Baptists are constantly be-
ing urged, by people outside
their denomination and by some
inside, to join with other de-
nominationsin organic union or
at least in programs of work.
These programs of work usually

By Buell H. Kazee

center in evangelism. Baptists
are asked to join with othersin
“saving souls.”

But it is on this point that
Baptists have historically been
inconflictwithothers. They have
been in conflict of views with
others, not only on the saving
experience itself but also upon
thedoctrinal message of that ex-
perience. In 1 Corinthians 1:10,
Galatians 1:6-9, perhapsin Acts
19:1-7andlikely inother places,
theBibleseemsvery insistenton
agreement in how wepreach the
message of salvation. Surely, on
thisimportant doctrine, theLord
did not ordain the confusion so
obvious in modern denomina-
tions.

For example, if one group
preaches that we are saved by
“repentance toward God, and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,”
whichwecommonly call “ salva-
tion by grace;” if another group
preaches that we are saved
wholly or in part by water bap-
tism; if still another group
preaches that we are saved by
faith in Chrigt, but that we may
belost if we do not live afaith-
ful, obedient life with much
good works; if still another
group adds to faith or substi-
tutesfor faith ceremonial obedi-
ence, church membership or any
other act of merit on the part of
thesinner; how canweall preach
together in good conscience to
save the lost? On such a vita
matter, how can Baptists join
with those who deny their faith
and yet be true to their own
convictions?

Furthermore, how can a
Baptist be true to his faith and
advise new converts to unite
with any church other than that
kind which preaches his own
faith? The following account
may servetogiveuslight onthis

metter.

Once a pastor in another
denomination was urging al of
“us pastors’ in our town to “ get
together” in our evangelistic
meetings, to attend and help
each other.

| addressed this question to
him: “Wouldyou accept me, just
as | am, as a member of your
church?’

“Certainly,” hereplied.

“Would you accept al the
members of our church on the
same basis,” | asked.

“Yes,sireel” herepliedwith
emphasis.

“Well, what is wrong with
us?’ | asked.

“Why, nothing,” hereplied,
“except that you people hold
yourselves aloof and will not
join with the rest of usinthe
work of theLord.”

Then | asked, “If there is
nothing wrong with us as we
are, why don’'t you and your
people join with us and make
one good congregation of us
al?

“But you would insist on
our being baptized again,” he
replied.

“Yet,” | said, “You say you
would accept us even though
we hold to that belief.” He was
embarrassed, but | continued:
“We claim to have been here
long before you were. Y our de-
nomination is rather young in
history. Our people claim to be
identified with groups reaching
back to the apostles, yet, you
say you would accept us. Why,
then, could you not join with
us?’

He became a bhit heated as
he said, “But you are unfair;
you are trying to shut us out.”

“Notonyourlife,” | replied.
“The door of our churchisopen
to all who will come by repen-

tance and faith and who will ac-
cept a baptism which declares
that faith.”

Then he said, “But why
can’'t wetaketheLord's Supper
with you? We are Christians,
too, you know.”

| pleaded for patiencewhile
| explained. “Y ou agreewithme
that one should be scripturally
baptized before taking the
Lord’s Supper, do you not?’ |
asked.

“Yes” hereplied cautioudy.

“Doyou also agree,” | con-
tinued, “that your church
preaches that sinners are saved
by faith in Christ plus an obedi-
ent lifewith good works, that is,
he could not be saved without
good works?’

“Yes, of course,” hereplied,
“webelievethat aman must live
a good life and work for the
Lord, or hewill belost. | believe
in good works as necessary to
salvation, and the Bible teaches
it.”

“l, too, believe in good
works,” | said, “but not as a
means of salvation. We preach
that sinners are saved by grace
through faith alone, as
Ephesians 2:8 tells us, ‘not of
works.” Do you agree that we
differ vitally on how a man is
saved?’

“Well, yes” he replied,
“but that should not keep us
from having fellowship at the
Lord stable.”

“But that is not Paul’s
teaching,” | continued. “In the
first Corinthian letter he de-
plores the divisions in that
church. In 1:10 he says: ‘I
would that ye all speak the
same things, and that there be
no divisions among you.” Did
you ever hear that? Speak the

(See KAZEE on page 11)
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arewillingtoserveHimandwill-
ingto giveto Himthat whichHe
requires of them. Carnal Chris-
tians are those who are saved,
but barely do anything for the
Lord. Asfar astheir serving the
Lord, they do not. Asfar astheir
reading of their Bible, they do
not. Asfar astheir praying, they
donot. Asfar astheir titheto the
Lord, they do not. Asfar asgiv-
ing any offerings unto the Lord,
they donot. Everythingthat they
doisstrictly for self and nothing
more. Thesearecarnal Christians.
Thespiritual manisthemanthat
does those things for the Lord.

| remember someyearsago
a lady who won the Miss
Americacontest. Shewas from
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. The one
thing that | remember was her
answer to a question given to
her and that wasto define humil-
ity. Of coursel cannot recite ex-
actly what she said in giving her
definition of humility, but |
don’t think that she could im-
prove on that definition even if
she had known the question in
advance. She said the persons
who have humility arenot aware
of it themselves, but all that
come in contact with them are
awareof it.

That is true with spiritual-
ity. Thepersonsthat arespiritual
Christians are ones that walk so
close to the Lord, and have so
much fellowship with the Lord,
that it actually accentuatestheir
own unworthiness. Therefore
they becomemoreawareof their
own sinfulness, so that they do
not believe that they them-
selvesarespiritual, because see-
ing their own sinfulness, they
do not consider themselvesto
be spiritual . Probably one of the
most carnal ChristiansisaChris-
tian who considers himself or
herself to be real spiritual, and
throughtheir actions, try tomake
everybody aware of the fact
that they are spiritual, and try to

give the impression to every-
body they comein contact with
of just how spiritual they are. To
me that is amark of carnality. |
believe that is what the Bible
teaches, that it is a mark of
carnality. Itisnot being humble,
itisbeing “proud of your humil-
ity” if you want to know what
we're talking about, and by this
it shows that there is no real
humility atall.

So, whentheL ord comesto
Adam in the Garden of Eden,
and asks the question, “Where
art thou,” it isaquestion every-
one of us needs to ask our-
selves in order that we might
determinejust what our spiritual-
ity is, or our carnality, or where
we may be on the chart. If we
choose to measure it, as far as
temperature is concerned, just
what isour temperature. Arewe
warm?Arewecold?Arewehot?
Where are we in relationship to
the Lord Jesus Christ? And
that's exactly what God wanted
Adam to do. The question was,
“Where art thou” so that Adam
might recognize his true condi-
tion and his position in God's
sight.

Before this, Adam never
concerned himself astowhat his
condition was, or asto what his
position was, for after al, God
had comedownandwalkedwith
him daily inthecool of the day
inthe Garden of Eden. He knew
that hewasin avery closerela
tionshipwiththeLord. Heknew
that he was in real fellowship
with the Lord. It never bothered
himat all. God never evenraised
the question because Adam
knew where he was.

But matters have now
changed, and the Lord wants
Adam to know that hiscondi-
tion has changed. May | say to
you, | believe that God would
ask this question of each of us
today. “Where art thou?’ Now
if sinners would only answer
this question, it would not take
long for them to realize they are
lost, and that’swhat their con-

ditionis. But it is very difficult
today to get people to answer
that question as to where they
are. They do not want to answer
the question. For some, you
could not hire them, you could
not drag them into a church ser-
vicewherethetrue gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ is preached,
because they do not want to be
confronted with that question
whereby they have to come up
with an answer. Therefore, they
will not come into achurch.
They will not cometo any place
where the Lord will ask these
guestions of them.

But Adam didn’t have any
placeto go. Adam fled from the
Lord, andwereadthat Adam hid
himself from the Lord in the
Garden of Eden. What we might
better say isthat Adam tried to
hide himself from the Lord, be-
cause hefound out that he could
not hide from the Lord, and you
and | need to understand that
we cannot hide from the Lord
either. So the question was
“Where art thou,” and it was a
guestion as to his position.

| want to mention three
thingsinrelationshiptohisposi-
tion. First, Adamlearned by that
question that he was away from
God. Secondly, he learned that
he was in sin. Thirdly, and this
was new to him that he had not
learned until now, did not know
about it, was not even aware of
it, and that was that he was now
facing death and hell. He didn’t
even know anything about death
before this — nothing had ever
died. There had not even been
thedeath of ananimal, aninsect,
or anything, because sin had
not yet entered into the uni-
verse. Therefore, hewasnot even
acquainted with death, did not
know anything about it. But now
that God has come to him with
that question, “Where art thou,”
he now redlizes, asthe Lord be-
gins to show him the serious-
ness of hissinand how great his
sin was, that it was going to
cause him to die. Nothing had

died physically before. He was
not even acquainted with the
word degth or die. But now the
Lord explains to him that it
means that he is going to die a
physical death, whereaswithout
sin, he could have lived on eter-
nally in that condition, but now
the Lord explainsto him, you're
going to haveto die.

But worst than this, Adam
was not even aware of the fact
that therewasaplacecalled hell,
because sin had not yet entered
in whereby the Lord needed to
explain to Adam that therewas
a hell. The Lorddidtell Adam,
“In the day thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die,” but he
didn't have any understanding
of what that meant, because sin
had not yet comein. He knew
that disobedience was going to
bring death, but he had no com-
prehension asto what that death
was, nor how serious it was.

Henow becomesawareof it
on a gradual basis. He was not
fully aware of all that involved
until theL ordbegantoexplainto
him in these following verses
just what that meant. The Lord
told him that not only was he
going to die physically, but that
he had already died spiritually;
that he nolonger had that kind
of relationship with the Lord
that he had enjoyed before he
sinned; that he no longer had
that kind of fellowship with the
Lord that he had previously en-
joyed; that he was now sepa
rated from God, and God is now
looking at him, not asone that
He has fellowship with, nor as
one that He can enjoy compan-
ionship with, but the Lord now
looks at him asajudge and as
one who has broken the judge’s
law. So when the question came
“where art thou,” it was neces-
sary for him to realize that he
had sinned, and that the result
was going to be death, and un-
less there was salvation pro-
videdfor him, it meant therewas

(See SERMON on page 7)
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going to be hell at the end of his
physical life.

It also pointed out to him
how close hewasto theend, for
the Lord explainsto him the re-
sults of what his sin has caused.
The Lord tellshimthat heisto
be cast out of the Garden of
Eden, but before He does so,
Heexplainstohimthat GodHim-
self has provided salvation, and
it came about through the death
of alamb. Weread in verse 20,
“And Adam called his wife's
name Eve; because she was the
mother of all living. Unto Adam
also and to hiswife did theLord
God make coats of skins, and
clothedthem” (Gen. 3:20-21).

| have mentioned before
that Adam, no doubt, was truly
shocked when God took the
lamb and killed and shed the
blood of that lamb. God had re-
vealed to Adam the seriousness
of hissin, that it now, not only
had caused himto die, or caused
him to lose his fellowship with
the Lord, but he now sees that
thereisan animal going to have
to die. God took alamb and for
thefirst time, Adam saw blood.
He had never seen blood be-
fore. Remember that Adam was
to work in the Garden of Eden,
and that hewasto tend thetrees,
and that he was allowed to
“dress’ them. “And the Lord
God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it" (Gen.
2:15), so he was to work, but it
was pleasant work. It was work
that never caused any hardship.
He never had blisters; he never
had to worry about thorns, or
thistles, or weeds, or bugs, or
insects, or anything that would
harm the fruit. All he had to do
was to trim and prune it and
then enjoy the fruits of it. But
now he finds that things are to-
tally different.

Talking about thework that
he's going to have to do, He

says, “Because thou hast hear-
kened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of thetree,
of which | commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy
sake: in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the daysof thylife; Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field; Inthe
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou
taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return”
(Gen.3:17-19).

Adam learned that his sin
was so great that it must cause
the death of thisanimal, and he
saw the Lord take theanimal,
and dlit thethroat of that animal,
and that animal died. Then He
took the coats of skin and
clothed both Adam and Eve
with the coats of skin.

Now this was symbolism.
This was typology. As we read
further on in the book of Gen-
esis, the Lord showed him that
though there was an animal that
died, andthoughtherewashlood
that had to be shed, and though
he had to be clothed with the
coats of the skin of that animal,
that it was not really the death of
that animal, nor the shedding of
the blood of that animal, nor the
coats of skin of that animal that
wouldreally savehimfromwhat
his sin had caused, but this ani-
mal simply typified the fact that
God was going to send Hisonly
begotten Son to this world, and
that Hewould bethat Lamb that
was to die. As John the Baptist
said when he began preaching,
“Behold the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the
world” (Jn. 1:29). Thisisexactly
what God told Adam right there
in the Garden of Eden, that it
wasnhot aphysical animal, called
alamb, that wasgoingtoforgive
his sin; it was not the blood of
that lamb that actually cleansed
hissin, but it predicted in apro-
phetic manner that God Himself

was going to provide the lamb,
and that it wasto bethat Lamb
of God that would come down,
thousandsof yearsinthefuture,
that would save Adam from his
sin. So the question was that
Adammightlearnwherehewas.

Now, you notice what
Adam’ sanswer was. He said in
verse 10 “I heard thyvoicein
the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked and | hid
myself.” Now notice this next
question, “And he said, Who
told thee that thou wast na-
ked?” So the question is,
what’ sthe source of your infor-
mation. Where did you learn
this? Who told you that you
could eat of that tree? Who told
you that there would be no con-
sequences to your disobeying
my voice? Who told you that
you could sinand get by withit?

Well, theanswer cameback
that it was the serpent. Adam
tried to pass the buck to the
woman, and then the woman
passed the buck to the serpent,
so it wasfrom Satan.

Let me tell you now that
Satan continues to lie about
what God has said. Satan con-
tinues to tell people today that
they can live in sin and get by
with it; that they can livein sin
and not have to pay the conse-
guences. Satanwill liejust ashe
liedto Adamand Eveinthe Gar-
den of Eden. But what Satan
says and what Satan believes
aretwo different things. Though
Satan may lieto you, he knows
differently. Though Satan may
tell you that the Bible is not all
God's word, he knows it is.
Though Satan may tell youthat
Jesus Christ was not really God
in the flesh, but that He was a
mere man, then you can know
that Satan does not believe that
himself. He knows that Jesus
Christ wasreally God, andwhen
Satan tries to convince you that
thereisnojudgment for sin, that
you can livein sin and not have
to pay the consequences of it,
Satan will tell you that, but

Satan knows better. And when
Satan tells you that there is no
such place as hell at the end of
life, Satan may tell you that, but
Satan does not believe that, be-
cause he knows differently.

Y ou see, the one thing that
wefind herethat we need to pay
attention to, isthat Satan will lie
about this Book whileall the
time knowing that this Book is
true, and that everything in this
Book isexactly like God said it.
Now he'll tell you that it’ s not.

If you aresaved, if you are
achild of God, if you aretruly a
Christian, Satan will lie to you
and tell you that you can go
ahead and live any way you
want to, even though you are a
true Christian, and that it will
not make any difference at al.
Maybe here in this life it may
not. Y ou may, asaChristian, be
abletoliveany way youwant to,
and seemingly there are no con-
seguences involved with it, but
God says that after this life,
there is a judgment seat of
Christ, and that every child of
God, every saved person must
stand at the judgment seat of
Christ. Not to determine
whether they are saved or lost,
that's been determined before
hand, or you would never be at
the judgment seat of Christ, but
it is to determine what rewards
youwill receive, or what rewards
youwill not receive.

And so we see that Satan
will lieto a Christian and tell a
Christian that you can live any
way you want to. You don't
have to read your Bible; you
don’'t have to pray; you don't
have to give your tithe to the
Lord. Remember | said “give”
your titheto the Lord. Actually,
thetithe belongsto God and He
says that if you keep it you are
stealing from God, and don’t
think you can steal from God
and get by withit. God saysyou
can't. If you don’'t pay here,
you're going to pay there. As

(See SERMON on page 8)
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onesaid, “Pay me now, or pay
melater.” Let metell younow, if
you don’t pay now, one of these
daysyou will.

There will be tears in
heaven. The song says “No
tears in heaven,” but that’s not
what the Scripture says. The
Scripture says that God will
wipeaway all tears. Therewill be
tears, and there may be some of
us (and | include myself), that
when we get up there and stand
before the judgment seat of
Christ, there may betears of re-
gret because we did solittleand
showed so little love for the
Lord. Now Satan will lieto you
and tell you that you can get by
with it with all of that, but what
Satan saysisonething, andwhat
Satan believes is another.

And then, what does man
say about this? Well, man has
no source of information. You
see, even when we try to deter-
mine the answer to these ques-
tions ourselves, we need to un-
derstand that our wholethink-
ingiswarped. All of our thinking
is warped. We have been con-
taminated by sin. Even our
thinking iscontaminated by sin.
All of our thought processes are
controlled by asinful, depraved
nature, and therefore, wecannot
even trust our own judgment to
answer these questions, and if
we did, what two of us would
evenagree? How would any two
of us agree about these things?
We would answer these ques-
tions in totally different ways,
and therefore we are shut up to
one thing: God is the one that
must answer this. So when He
asked Adam, “Who told thee
this’, what was his source of
information, he can't turn to
himself to get the answer, nor
can he use his feelings to get
the answer. What do feelings
say? Feelings vary from day to
day. If somebody depends
upon their salvation by the way

they fedl, they need to redize
that feelings are very transient.
They move from day to day.
They’'re never the same from
day today. Feel good today, feel
bad tomorrow. Feel savedto-
day, and fedl lost tomorrow. Y ou
won't know whether you're
saved or |ost that way. Y ou can-
not depend upon your feelings
and what your feelingstell you.
Feelingsoftentimesarede-
termined by your physical con-
dition, plus what knowledge
you have. I've used thisillustra-
tion before to illustrate that you
can't trust feelings or con-
science about things. Youtakea
young man that has been raised
andtrained aRoman Catholic, if
he does not go to the priest to
confess his sins, his conscience
hurtsand hefeelsbad. Raised as
a Baptigt, if | were to go and
confess my sins to a Catholic
priest, | would feel bad and my
conscience would bother me,
because | have been raised dif-
ferently thanhe. Youcan'tallow
those feelings to determine for
youwhat’ sright and wrong, any
more than you can alow your
conscienceto determinefor you
what isright and wrong.
Somebody says, well, imagi-
nations. | just think things. |
imaginethisistheway it' sgoing
to be. Some people have dreams
or visions. Man imagines what
God desires and then he sets out
totrytoaccomplish it. Letmetell
you, you don't use your
dreams, your visions, or your
imaginations. You use God's
Word right here. That's all you
can depend upon. That's all
that's true. You have to go by
what God says, and the only
way you can know what God
says is what God says right
hereintheBible, andif wedon't
have God's word here in the
Bible,wedon't haveGod' sword.
That's the only place that it is.
God has not spoken to us any
where else other than in this
Book right here. | am going to
taketimeto read afew verses of

Scriptureright now.

"To himgiveall the proph-
ets witness, that through his
name whosoever believeth in
him shall receive remission of
sin” (Acts10:43).

“Now therefore why tempt
ye God, to put a yoke upon the
neck of the disciples, which
neither our father nor we were
able to bear? But we believe
that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved, even as they” (Acts
15:10-17).

“And that from a child
thou hast known the holy scrip-
tures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvationthrough
faithwhichisin Christ Jesus. All
scriptureisgiven byinspiration
of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righ-
teousness’ (2Tim. 3:15-16).

“Then he said unto them, O
fools, and slow of heart to be-
lieve all that the prophets have
spoken:  Ought not Christ to
have suffered these things, and
to enter into his glory? And be-
ginning at Moses and all the
prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself” (Lk.
24:25-27).

Lastly, “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life”
(In.3:16).

In other words, “who told
you?' Well, he listened to the
wrong messenger, he listened
to Satan rather than having
listened to God. Now God had
already said: “But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die”
(Gen.2:17).Nowthat' swhat God
said, but instead of listening to
God, helistenedto Satan, Listen
to what Satan said, “But of the
fruit of the tree which isin the
midst of the garden, God hath

said, Yeshall not eat of it, nei-
ther shall yetouchit, lest yedie.
And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die”
(Gen. 3:4-5). They chose to be-
lieve Satan rather than to be-
lieve God. Thisisour big prob-
lem today. People are choosing
to listen to Satan rather than to
listen to God. Now God has al-
ready spoken, but Satan will
deny what God has said.

Finally the question has
come, “Hast thou eaten?’
“What is this thou hast done?’
“The serpent beguiled me, and |
did eat” (Gen. 3:13). Thisisthe
acknowledgment of guilt. If we
ever want forgiveness of God,
we have to acknowledge we are
guilty. That's the problem men
have today, they’re not willing
to acknowledge guilt. They're
not willing to acknowledge that
they have sinned.

That' saproblemthat weas
Christianshave. We're not will-
ingtoacknowledgethat wehave
failed to dowhat we ought todo,
or we have done those things
that we ought not to do. Each of
ushaveonesinthatisworsethan
all other sins, and weneedto ask
Godtoforgiveusof that specific
sin, with real repentance, so that
we will not commit that sin any
longer. If itisasinof commis-
sion, that “ God, with Thy help, |
will not dothat any longer. With
Thy help, I will notallowthatsin
tobeinmy life.”

Remember how Paul ex-
pressed that, saying “the sin
which doth so easily beset us”
(Heb. 12:1). Werefertothat asa
“besetting sin.” All of us, to a
great extent, have a “besetting
sin.” That is, there is one sin
that isgreater than all the others,
and it is that one sin that stands
in the way of our truly asking
forgiveness for these other sins,
because if thereisthat one “be-
setting sin” that we choose to
hold on to, or we refuse to con-
fessbefore the Lord, or thereis

(See SERMON on page 14)
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Are You Trying To Be Saved

By A.M. Overton

“But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, hisfaith
is counted for righteousness”
(Rom.4:5).

Very often, when you ask a
person if he is saved, youwill
get this answer: “I'm trying to
be.” And the sad part about it is
that those who so answer seem
to think that there is some
degree of safety in such a
statement.

One of the plainest of all
truthsisthat every human being
whoistrying to be savedislost!
If oneistrying to be saved, it is
self-evident that heislost. If one
is saved heis not trying to be.

Ask the young man, “Are
you married?’ Hisanswer “I’'m
trying to be,” declares plainly
that he is not married. Ask the
candidate “Are you sheriff?’
When he says, “I’m trying be,”
you know positively that he is
not sheriff. No one is anything
that heistrying to be. Only the
blind can fail to see that.

The Lord flatly declares
that one must quit trying before
he can possibly be saved. The
religious world believes and
teaches that one must work in
order to be saved. God declares
in His Word that one must stop,
working. “But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungod-
ly, his faith is counted for
righteousness’ (Rom. 4:5).

The natural man thinksthat
it is “to him that worketh not.”
How much is therein “worketh
not” ?

One of the meanings of the
word heretranslated *’ worketh”
is “to produce’, “to exercise.”
Whatever man produces is a
work of man. Whatever man
“exercises,” is of aman In the
light of this truth it is apparent
that there is much “works for

salvation” being preached and
taught by those who professto
believe in salvation by grace.

A “work” may besomething
done with the head, heart or
hand. Of course, if one saysthat
he believes that one must be
baptized in order to finally be
saved, we know that he believes
salvation by works. We can see
that. But, suppose someone
preaches that the lost sinner
must be sorry for his sins, turn
away from his sins, give up his
sins, beg God to save him, exer-
cise faith of a certain kind,
before he can be saved. Is that
not salvation by works also?

God’ sgospel isgood news.
It is not something for poor,
lost, helpless man todo, but it
is a message of what a loving,
gracious and merciful God has
done for him. And what He has
done for him is reckoned, or
counted to him, not for work
performed or promised, but to,
him “who worketh not.” It is
counted for righteousness
when he “believeth in him that
justifieth the ungodly.” This
verily isthe message of grace.

If lost men arenot to work
fo r salvation, how then may
they be saved? They may be
saved eternally and uncondi-
tionally by grace. Grace is
favor shown of God upon
utterly unworthy sinners.

How does He impart His
wonderful grace? He does it
through the Lord Jesus Christ
who isreveadled onlyinHisWord
.“The Word of God is quick
(life-giving), and powerful”
(Heb. 4:12). Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of
God which liveth and abideth
forever” (1 Pet. 1:23). “Thegos-
pel of Christ is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth; to the Jew first

and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of
Godrevealed” (Rom. 1:16-17).
Men may hear His Word
and learn of Him. “Every man
therefore that hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto me’
(Jn. 6:45). Those who hear
God' sWord, and seeHimwhom
God reveals therein comes to

Him, are born of God. “Thisis
thewill of himthat sent me, that,
every one that seeth the Son,
and believeth in him may have
everlasting life; and | will raise
him up at thelast day (Jn. 6:30).

Stoptryingto be saved, and
learn from God's word how He
saves sinners without their
trying. [ ]

T

Pastoral Study;

ne Pastor

Edited by M. L. Moser

The nature and duties of the pastoral officeforma
subject of greatimportance. Thedutiesof thepastor have
becomesogreat that apastor oftenfindshimself unableto
do all that isexpected of him by hiscongregation. To
better accomplishhisdutiesanddothemmoreefficiently,
hemust befully awareof hisdutiesandthemoreawarehe
isof them, thebetter hewill beabletoaccomplishthem.
Thisbook will helphim.Chaptersinclude:

The Divine Call to the Ministry;

The Choice and Change of the Pastor’s Field;
The Pastor and Public Worship;

The Administration of the Ordinances;
The Pastor’ s Attitude Toward Missions;
The Pastor and Revival;

Cultivation of Social LifeIn A Church;
The Pastor As An Organizer;

The Pastor and Funeral Services,
Marriage and Divorce;

Cultivation of the Missionary Spirit;
Extension of the Pastor’ s Pulpit;

The Pastor and Interdenominationalism;
Ministers Not In The Pastoral Office;

Pastoral Responsihility;
The Pastor’s Outer Life;
The Pastor’s Inner Life.

Order from:
Challenge Press
P. O. Box 25848, Little Rock, AR 72221

$8.50
(See postage rates on page 11)
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The Biblical Defense For the
Verbal, Plenary Preservation of
God’'sWord

Dr.T.M.Strouse

[Dr. Thomas Strouse is on
the faculty of the Tabernacle
Baptist Theological Seminary
of the Tabernacle Baptist
Church, 717 N. Whitehurst
Landing Rd., Virginia Beach, VA
23464]

Problems With Modern
Versions

Advocates of the modern
translations movement (ASV,
NASV,NIV,NEB, RSV, etc.) hold
to the conceptual view of inspi-
ration. They believethat Godin-
spired His divine concepts and
then preserved these concepts
in the extant Manuscripts
(MSS). Consequently, through
the science of textual criticism,
man canrestoretheapproximate
wording of the original text.
Since the concepts are inspired
and preserved, the exact words
representing these concepts
may not be available and may
vary . hence, the modern ver-
sions and their underlying He-
brew and Greek texts do not
contain al of the original words
fromtheLord, but textua critics
may eventually restore the
autographa  (origina  text)
wording. Dr. Ken Barker, gen-
eral editor of the NIV, reflects
this uncertainty about the NIV
text, saying:

“ The Greek text used...was
an eclectic one. Where existing
manuscripts differ, the tranda-
tors made their choice of read-
ings according to accepted
principles of NT textual criti-
cism. Footnotes call attention
to places where there was un-
certainty about what the origi-
nal text was. The best current
printed texts of the Greek NT

wereused.” (Preface, NIV)

Furthermore, many of the
modern trandations follow the
United Bible Society Greek New
Testament (26th ed.) which in-
corporateserrorsinMt. 1:7,8, 10.
In thispassageof Christ’'sroyal
lineage, the textus receptus
(TR) Greek text of the King
James Version (KJV) properly
includes the kings Asa and
Amon. However, the UBSGNT
reads Asaph (the psalmist) for
king Asa and Amos (the
prophet) for king Amon. Admit-
tedly, theseare errorsin the text
the modern tranglations follow,
and some of them ignore their
own text and trandate this pas-
sage accurately asinthe KJV.

In aword, the modern ver-
sions do not have al of the
words of the Lord and some al-
leged words are erroneous. Isit
any wonder that many Chris-
tians have grave concerns about
modern versions? Incidentally,
thesegraveconcernsarereflected
by the fact that the KJV outsells
all other trandlations.

The Doctrine of Providential
Preservation

The Bible translation con-
troversy isnot about the science
of textua criticism or extant
MSS, but it is about the Lord
Jesus Christ’s promise to pre-
serve His inspired words. The
Bible teaches not only the ver-
bal, plenary inspiration of the
autographa, but also the verbal,
preservationof the autographa.
Bible believers accept passages
suchas2Tim.3:16and2Pet. 1:21
as clear declarations of the ver-
bal, plenary inspiration of the
autographa.

Istherenot Biblical warrant
for Christiansto expect the ver-
bal, plenary preservation of the
inspired autographa? Indeed,
Christians in every generation
have had the expectation to
have access to all the words of
the autographa.

For instance, Christ reiter-
ated the OT command of Dt. 8:3
by stating,

“Itiswritten, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out
of themouth of God” (Mt. 4:4).

The expression “every
word” trandates panti remati,
and it specifically refersto each
andevery word. Wherearethese
very words by which man is to
live? Again, Christ implied the
preservation of His very words
asastandard of futurejudgment
by stating,

“The word that | have spo-
ken, the same shall judge himin
thelast day” (Jn. 12:48).

The expression “the word”
translates ho logos and it refers
to the totality of Christ’swords
(cf.v.47). Where isthetotality
of Christ’swords by which man
will bejudged some day? Based
on verses such as these, the
Christian has a Biblical warrant
for expecting to have al of the
words of Christ. These pas-
sages demand faith in the
Lord's providentia preservation
of Hisinspired autographa.

John 17:8

The clearest passage on
Christ’s providential preserva
tion of Scripture and man’s re-
sponsibility in receiving it is
John17:8:

“For | have given unto
them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have re-
ceived them, and have known
surely that | came out fromthee,
and they have believed that
thou didst send me” (Jn. 17:8).

This passage teaches that
Christ’ sresponsibility beforethe
Father is to give Hisbelievers

the Father's words. Severd
guestions must be answered.
What and where are these
words? Has Christ fulfilled His
responsibility in preserving the
Father’s words? Obviously, the
answer to the first question is
that the Father’ swordsareall of
the OT and NT Scriptures. The
second question must be an-
sweredintheaffirmative. Christ
has the power, character and
means to preserve the Scrip-
tures. By faith in Christ, Chris-
tians have the warrant to expect
to have al the words and every
word of God preserved for them.

This passage also teaches
the Christian’s responsibility
toward Christ's preserved
words of the Father. Christ
states that believers “have re-
ceived them.” The word “re-
ceived” translates elabon which
is a 3rd person, plura, 2nd
aorist, indicative active verb
from lambano and it means
“take” or “receive.” The
believer's responsibility is not
to restore the 4th century text
(i.e., Westcott and Hort) through
the science of textua criticism
(advocates of modern versions),
but to receive the providentially
preserved words of Christ.
When the doctrine of the preser-
vation of Scripture is rejected
or downplayed, al that isleftis
man’ simperfectandrationalistic
efforts. Historically, believers
have aways had a “received
text,” which name they ulti-
mately gave to the 1633 Greek
text of the Elzevir brothers (i.e.,
textus receptus), confirming
their belief in the doctrine of
the providentia preservation
of Scripture.

“My Sheep Hear My Voice”

Christ not only teaches that
Hewill preservethewordsof the
Father, but aso that believers
will hear His voice (Jn. 10:26).
Where is the voiceof the Lord

(See KJV on page 11)
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KJV...
(Continued from page 10)

Jesus Christ? His voice is His
Words. The Lord has given be-
lievers the means by which to
verify the“receivedwords.” Be-
lievers, indwelt with the Holy
Spirit, “hear” and know which
words are Christ's “received
words.” Furthermore, according
to Jn. 10:5, believers “know not
the voice of strangers.” Conse-
quently, believers not only rec-
ognize a “received text,” but
believersal so reject the voi ce of
strangers (“rejected text”). Ap-
plying the teaching of these
verses to the version debate,
onemust concludethat the Lord
has preserved His words in a
“received text” and that believ-
ers will hear the voice of the
Lord in this text. This is why
Christians have maintained that
the textus receptusisthe voice
of the Lord and that the
variants in the modern versions
are the voice of strangers. Why
have Christians defended the
Johannine Comma (I Jn. 5:7,8)
through the ages in spite of
sparse manuscript evidence?
Believers accept this passage as
thereceived words of the Father
because they hear the Lord's
voice.

Conclusion

Christ promisedto preserve
every word of the original text
for believers. Believersrecognize
the“received words’ and verify
them by “hearing” the Lord’s
voice. Thisis subjective, but so
areall other approaches. Thesub-
jectivismof thereceivedtext ap-
proach leads to certainty; the
subjectivism of the critical text
approach leads to uncertainty.
Thecontroversy around thever-
sion issue focuses on either
faithin Christ’s preservation or
faith in man’s textual criticism
techniques. Where has the
reader places hisfaith? ]

KAZEE...
(Continued from page 5)

same things! And in 1
Corinthians11:18-28, heteaches
that we cannot eat the Lord's
Supper if there be divisions
among us. Surely, we cannot
bein scriptural fellowship if we
are divided on the question of
how sinnersare saved. If weare
truly born again, we may have
the fellowship of experience, by
which we become brothers in
the family of God, butachurch
is a preaching institution. Our
church fellowship centers not
only in our saving experience
but also in the substance of our
message about that experience.
Church fellowship isadifferent
thing from family fellowship.
So, we could not properly join
in the ordinances which sym-
bolically declare our salvationif
we differ in our preaching on
how we are saved.”

From this conversation, it
would seem clear that scriptural
churches must be judged by
what they preach about salva-
tion, the main subject on which
denominationsaredivided. Fur-
thermore, they aredivided either
on the experience of salvation
or on the message which de-
claresit.

A believer is justified be-
fore God by his faith in Jesus
Christ; heisqualified for church
membership by the proper con-
fession and demonstration of
his experience through baptism;
but a church is qualified as
scriptural both by its spiritua
experience in Christ and the
proper declaration of that expe-
rience. Thisdeclarationisgiven
not only through the preaching
of the gospel but also by the
proper demonstration of the
message through the adminis-
tration of the ordinances. On
this there must be unity.

Baptists have no right to
endorse a heresy, either in the
experience of saving faith or in

the declaration of the faith that
saves. Thereisno such thing as
being infellowshipinthe Spirit
if wearenotinfellowshipinthe
Wordwhichthe Spirit breathed.
Especialy is this true on the
vital subject of the salvation of
sinners.

So, my concluding words
to my pastor friend were these:
“You see, because your church
teaches a different doctrine of
salvation, your baptism de-
clares that message to the
world. Such a baptism would
not fit inour church becauseit
isidentified with your message
on salvation. Many of you may
be saved, but if you are, you
are saved as we preach it. If |
helped you propagate your er-
ror, | would not only violate my
conscience but aso what |
believe the Word of God
teaches.”

In the light of thislogic,
how canweunionizewithothers
without compromising our
message?’ |

Things | Wish | Had
Known Before | Was
Twenty-Onéel

That my health after thirty
depended in a large degree on
what | put into my stomach be-
fore | was twenty-one.

How totake care of money.

That a man's habits are
mighty hardto changeafter heis
twenty-one.

That a harvest depends
upon the seed sown.

That thingsworth whilere-
quiretime, patience, and work.

That you cannot get some-
thing for nothing.

Thefolly of not taking ol der
people's advice.

Thevalueof absolutetruth-
fulness in everything.

That what mother wanted
meto do wasright.

That "Dad" wasn't an old
fogy after all.

More of the helpful and in-

spiring messages of the Bible.
The greatness of the op-
portunity and joy of serving a
felowman.
That Jesus Christ wantsto
be my Savior and Friend y |

Minorities That
Won

During the time Noah was
building the ark, he was very
much in the minority -- but he
won!

When Joseph was sold
into Egypt by his brothers, he
was adecided minority -- but he
won!

When Gideon and histhree
hundred followers, with their
broken pitchers and lamps, put
the Midianites to flight they
wereinaninsignificant minority
-- but they won!

When Elijah prayed down
fire from Heaven and put the
prophets of Baal to shame, he
was in anotable minority -- but
he won!

When David, ridiculed by
his brothers, went out to meet
Goliath, in size hewas in a de-
cided minority -- but he won!

When John the Baptist
came preaching repentance, he
was only "avoice" and lost his
head -- yet he won, receiving
the Master's praise!

When Jesus Christ was
crucifiedby theRoman soldiers,
He was a conspicuous minority
-- but Hewon! ]

/ Postage Rates For\

Challenge Press Books

$1.00-$20.00
$20.01-$50.00
$50.01 & up

add $3.35
add $4.95
add 7%

For OrdersOutside
U.SA.
Send U.S. Funds
\ WithOrders




Rge 12

The Baptist Gl lenge

Novenber 1995

PromiseK eeperslLeaders
AreCharismatics. Top leaders
of Promise Keepers are linked
with John Wimber’s “signs and
wonders’ Vineyard churches, a
network of charismatic chur-
ches. PK leaders want all
churches, charismatics, Pente-
costals, Roman Cathalics, lib-
eral Protestants, and even Mor-
mons to unite and disregard
doctrinal  differences. Atten-
dees come from all kinds of
churches. The 10/95 Charisma
said: “During one session (St.
Petersburg), the Baptists lifted
their hands to God with every-
one elsewhen charismatic pas-
tor Joseph Garlington urged
the crowd to be more demon-
strativein worship. They al

shouted and clapped ...” —
aC

ZimbabweCondemnsHomo-
sexuality, WCC Divided. Marx-
ist/socialist Robert Mugabe
came to power in Zimbabwe
(formerly Rhodesia) in 1980.
His recent campaign against
homosexuality deeply concerns
World Council of Churches
leaders who plan to hold their
next assembly there. There are
deep divisions between the
WCC's 324 member churches
on homosexuality. Church lead-
ers in Zimbabwe strongly op-
pose homosexuality and say itis
incompatible with biblical val-
ues of Christianity and with
African culture. Mugabereport-
edly told journdists. “We do

not believe homosexuals have
any rightsat al. They can dem-
onstrate, but if they come here,
we will throw theminjail.” He
alsolashed out at agroup of U.S.
congressman for supporting gay
rights in Zimbabwe and re-
peated calls for homosexualsto
be jaled. “Let the Americans
keep their sodomy, bestiality,
stupid and foolish ways to
themselves,” Mugabe told rul-
ing party supporters. Homosexu-
alityisillegal inZimbabwe.

* % %

Who Cares About Doc-
trine? Bible doctrine continues
to pose problems for
ecumenicals. Some United
Methodists argue that too-strict
adherence to doctrine can
hinder outreach, especialy to

homosexuals. One UM pastor
says, “ Doctrineisimportant, but
if it blocks us from being able
to love others with the same un-
conditional love that Jesus
loves us, then doctrineisin the
way.” Christianity Today' sman-
aging editor says. “As a move-
ment, (evangelicals) areinanew
place. . . Preserving the funda-
mental doctrines of thefaithis
no longer the anxious concernit
was a generation ago; now the
issueismaturing along with our
success ...” TBN chief Paul
Crouch is quoted thusly: “I
just, sometimes | wonder if the
whole study of theology isn't a
wasteof time.” — CC

* % %

Security ClearanceFor Clinton.
Usually reliablesecurity sources

For the past two days,
HurricaneRoxannehasbeen
hovering just off shore of
the State of Tabasco, and
reports are that tides 6 to 8
feet above normal have been
pounding the coasts of
Tabascowithrain averaging
15 inches over the entire
State. Tabasco was already
suffering floods from Hurri-
cane Opa which had gone
through there only oneweek
ago, now to be hit by a sec-
ond hurricane in just a
week’'s time, compounds
the damage.

For you that are ac-
guainted with our mission
work in Mexico, you know
that much of our work isin
the State of Tabasco, and
the first church organized

RoxanneHitsTabasco

there is on the coast, the
church at Vicente Guerrero
where Bro. Raul Garcia is
pastor, and is just four kilo-
meters from the Gulf. Re-
ports are that much damage
has been suffered due to the
heavy rains, flooding, winds
and mudslides. For thisrea
son we are asking our read-
ers to pray much for the
churches and missions in
that area.

| have no doubt that
many of thechurchmembers
over the entire State have
lost their homes and crops.
Most of their homes are no
more than thatched roofs,
bamboo cane walls, dirt
floors, etc., and with the
wind and rain, many of them
will have lost their entire

home. What makesit worse,
is that they will aso lose
their crops. Bananatreesare
very fragile, and it does not
take a very heavy wind to
blow themdown. Other crops
such as corn, beans, pine-
apples, cacao (from which
weget chocolate), coffeg, etc.
will have been destroyed as
well, so that they will have
lost their entire year’s crop.
For this reason, we are
asking our readers to help
out our Christian brothersin
thistime of real need. | have
not heard from anyone yet,
but | am surethat much dam-
age has been suffered by our
churches and missions, and
if you can contribute funds
to help them in this hour of
need, it would be greatly ap-

preciated. | hate to say this,
but most government assis-
tance in cases like this is
funneled through the
Catholic church, and very
little, if any, will get to Bap-
tists. If we do not help, no
onewill.

Offeringssenttohelpout
should be designated as
“Hurricane Relief Fund”
and wewill see that they
get to those who have the
greatest need. Make your
checks payable to:

Central Baptist Church

Hurricane Relief Fund

P.O. Box 25848

Little Rock, AR 72221

Wewill try to have more
informationintheDecember
issueof TBC.
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tell usthatinall probability, Bill
Clinton would not be ableto se-
cure even a low level security
clearancefor any governmentjob.
If hewasnot President, he might
not be able to visit the White
House, except as a tourist. He
was vocally anti-government
while in college. He associated
with groups that advocated the
violent overthrow of the U.S.
government. These included
the Black Panthers, Students
for aDemocratic Society (SDS)
and the Weathermen. The Rus-
sian government invited him to
betheir guest where hetook part
in the Communist “Freedom
Train” aong with other anti-
Americanprotesters. Hesmoked
marijuana, took drugsand had a
voracious appetite for females
(al kinds). We are told that he
hasanextensiveactiveKGBfile
complete with dates, placesand
names of his many “impropri-
eties” (Washington Report) —
BereaBaptist Banner.

* % %

WomenOnU.S. Ships. Our
U.S. Navy crews are now 30%
female. Sixteen percent of the
women (8,600) get pregnant an-
nually. Expectedto riseto 50%
by 1996 — unless condoms are
improved, or sexual harassment
is ended. Socialist Con-
gressperson Patricia Schroeder
saysthat Navy femal eshave sex
with Navy males to prove that
they are not leshians (Straight
Talk)—BBB

* % %

Sentenced For Witnessing.
A compassionate man who was
telling the gospel message on
the street was arrested by State

police, handcuffed and taken
to jail. A judge sentenced him
to six months probation and or-
dered him not to witness on
that street. His case is being a
pealed by the Christian Law
Association. Attorney David
Gibbsll1 says, “Itisfrightening
thought that ... telling another
person about Jesus Christ could
be classified and punished as
criminal activity by acourtinthe
United States of America. —
MinutemanAlert.

* % %

PromiseK eepersAnd The
Queen of England Change
Directions. The Queen of Eng-
land, and the “King" of
America's evangelical move-
ments— PromiseK eepers—are
simultaneously changing direc-
tions. Their changes show just
how much momentum the mod-
ern e cumenical movement is
gaining. For thefirsttimeinover
300 years, areigning British
monarch will attend a Roman
Catholic worship service when
Queen Elizabeth |1 visits
Westminster Cathedral for a
vespers service. She has an-
nounced this historic event will
take place on November 30th.
The March 31st edition of The
Tidings, which is*“the Archdio-
cese newspaper” for Catholics
said, “Promise Keepers is a
basi c program of evangelization
for men of faith, begun among
more fundamentalist and evan-
gelical Christian communities,
but now being expanded to in-
clude Catholic congregations.”
We are witnessing an
eccumenicalism not seen since
the Reformation! This astonish-
ing union is bringing together
people who believe sins are

purged by the blood of Jesus,
and those who believe sins are
purged by the flames of purga-
tory. — Midnight Call

* % %

Court Rules Against
Wearing Pro-Life Button At
Work. A federal appeals court
has ruled that U.S. West
Communications had the right
to fire 20-year-old employee
Christine Wilson for wearing a
pro-life button. Attorney Scott
Phillips, who represented Wil-
son, caled the decision a step
backward for religious freedom
in the workplace. “What was
really frustrating is that U.S.
West, at the time this case was
goingon, wasallowingall homo-
sexuals in the company to wear
the pink triangle pins (asymbol
of support for homosexuality),”
Phillipssaid.

* % %

MoreOntheNational En-
dowment For theArts.In1993
the National Endowment for the
Arts(NEA) gavea$20,000 grant
toward the research of abook
by Vassar professor Paul
Russell, entitled The Gay 100:
A Ranking of the Most Influen-
tial Gay Men and Lesbians Past
and Present. The book claims
that Augustine, the Apostle
Paul, Eleanor Roosevelt, Susan
B. Anthony, Willa Cather and
other such prominent people
werehomosexual. Thenew twist
in this story is that Peter
Russell’ sfar-fetched claimswere
made at taxpayers expense.

* % %

New AgeProgramsDumb

Down Califor niaSchools. Cali-
fornia schools, once at the top
nationally in terms of reading
and math scores, now are pro-
ducing some of themostilliter-
ate children in the country, ac-
cording to an article in the Chi-
cago Tribune (May 14, 1995).
Recent test scores of California
elementary school pupils show
that many students “can
scarcely read or do sums,” the
Tribunereported. Only students
on the idand territory of Guam
scored worse in tests that rated
performance levels of reading,
writing and mathematics. Critics
say the decline in student per-
formance is the result of “New
Age’ teaching curricula that
have diminated many traditional,
effective teaching techniques,
such as spelling books, which
are currently notinuse in Cali-
fornia.— AFA Journal

* % %

TeachersSupport GayHis-
tory Month. TheNational Edu-
cation Association (NEA)
passed aresolution at its annual
conference in July supporting
the recognition of October as
Leshian and Gay History
Month, according to a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based newspaper
for homosexuals. The Blade re-
ported that the resolution, of-
fered by the Gay, Leshian and
Straight Teachers Network,
passed by a two-to-one margin.
“Thisissuch animportant mile-
stone,” said Rodney Wilson, a
Missouri high school teacher
who made his homosexuality

(See WNR on page 14)
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SERMON....
(Continued from page 9)

no real repentance toward the
L ord about that sin, how can we
expect God to forgive us of
these other sins? So there is
that one“ besetting sin.” It could
be a sin of commission or it
could be a sin of omission,
failure to do that which God
wants us to do.

This is the problem that
Adam had to confront, and be-
fore Adam could have any solu-
tion to his problem, he had to
answer these three questions,
anditwasonly after heacknowl-
edged his guilt and confessed
that he indeed had broken the
law, and that he was a sinner, it
was only then that God pro-
vided the sacrifice, and only
then. And for you and metoday,
if we want the forgiveness of
God for what our sins are, it is
only after we come before the
Lord in real repentance, ac-
knowledging our guilt and ask-
ing God's forgiveness, that we
haveforgiveness. Not until then.

I’m not talking about salva-
tion for this. I'm talking about
Christians, those of us who are
saved, that it is only after we
cometotheLordand ask Himto
forgive us, with repentance and
theacknowledgment of our sins,
that then we have the forgive-
ness of God, and only with the
determination that, with God's
help, we'll not sinany more.

You see, God will not for-
give your sin if there is not the
determination that, “I will not
commit that sin again with your
help.” Y ouremember thewoman
taken in adultery in John chap-
ter 8, the Lord didn’'t condone
her sin, but what the Lord said
was, “Goand sinnomore.” And
that’s what God wants us to do.
Come to Him and confess our
sins, acknowledgeour sins, with
repentance that we will not con-
tinuetoliveor committhatsin, it
isonly then that God gives for-
giveness. But Hewill help. He

will helpusovercomethatsin, if
we choose to rely upon Him.

Somebody says there are
temptations that | have that |
can't overcome. Yes you can!
God says, “ There hath no temp-
tation taken you but such asis
common to men: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to escape,
that ye may be ableto bear it”
(1Cor.10:13). Youseg,if werely
upon God, Hewill not allow us
to be tempted beyond our
ability towithstand that tempta-
tion, so that we cannot blame
God, and say “You didn’t pro-
vide mewith enough strength to
overcome the temptation. You
didn’t know how weak | was.
Y ou didn’t know how weak that
| am.” God says “There has no
temptation taken you but such
as is common to men: but that
God" but Godwill not— Hewiill
not allow you to be tempted
above that ye are able, but will
with the temptation make away
of escapethat ye may be ableto
bear it.

(See SERMON onpage15)

WNR..
(Continued from page 13)

public as part of a history
lesson. “The NEA represents
2.2 million teachers throughout
the United Statesand isaleader
in educating our society about
sexua orientation. — AFA --
Journal

* % %

ChrigtianCoalitiontoForm
“Catholic Division.” The pre-
dominantly Protestant Christian
Codlition is laying plans for a
new “Catholic division” in an
attempt to expand its conserva-
tive political base, according to
a political scientist who has
been assessing the coadlition's
influence. Forming a special

Catholic branch makes sense,
said Georgetown University
political scientist Mary Ben-
dyna, because “polls indicate
Catholicsareuncomfortablewith
Pat Robertson,” the Christian
broadcaster who founded the
coalition. Thecoalition hasbeen
nurturing its Catholic connec-
tionsfor years. Thecoalitionhas
been going out of its way to
attract Catholics. For instance,
Bendynasaid shewasstartledto
find that the five people who
make up the coalition’s Wash-
ington office are al Roman
Catholics.—RNS

* % %

Student HasRight ToDis-
tribute Literature. A fourth-
grade student has the right to
distribute religious literature at
school, according to an order
from Judge Rudolph T.Randa,
in a Wisconsin district court.
The judge ruled for Andy
Muller, a Racine, Wisconsin,
student, who sought permission
to hand out flyers during non-
classtime to his classmates, in-
viting them to attend an
AWANA meeting. Theprincipal
of the school had told him he
could not distribute the invita-
tions because they were of are-
ligious nature . In his ruling
JudgeRandawrote, “ Theprinci-
pal could not and may not pro-
hibit distribution of non-school-
sponsored literature solely be-
cause the literature isreligious
in  nature.” — Washington
Times

Religious Left Over-
looked. In aletter to the editor,
Ernest W. Lefever of Chevy
Chase, Maryland, comments,
“While being highly critical of
the religious right, it [Prestige
Press] virtually overlooksacen-
tury of political activism by the
religiousleft.... Theelitemedia,
which have thundered against

the religious right, have not yet
recognized that there is a reli-
gious left that was active and
effective in domestic American
politics, even before the estab-
lishment of the Federal Council
of Churchesin 1908.” He prop-
erly notes that religious conser-
vatives are seeking a place at
the public policy table (to be
held in Caesar’'s household),
just asthereligiousleft haslong
been. He quotes Alexis
DeTocqueville:  “Liberty re-
gards religion as its companion
in al its battles and its tri-
umphs.” — Washington Times

* % %

Southern Baptist L eaders
Allow CatholicPriest To Speak
LiesToTheir Convention. This
year marked the first timethat a
Roman Catholic priest was in-
vited to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s annual meeting
as an official observer. The
Catholic Priest, Frank Ruff, isa
field representative fortheU.S.
Bishops Secretariat for Ecu-
menical and Interreligious Af-
fairs. Heisthereforetrained in
the fine art of bringing the es-
tranged sheep back into the
Roman fold. It isincredible
blindness that the supposed
conservative leaders of the SBC
to grant this deceiver aplatform
to broadcast hisliesto theentire
convention. —O Timothy

* % %

The Value of Seminary
Training. According to George
Barna, 55% of all pastorsearna
master’ s degree and 10% earn a
doctoral degree. The average
length of time of a sermon by a
pastor with a bachelor’s degree
is 30 minutes. The average
length for a pastor with a
master’s degree is 24 minutes
and a pastor with adoctoral de-
gree is 21 minutes. “Statistics
disprove the adage that educa
tion creates awindy preacher.”
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An Outstanding Work of
Disciplesnip

By Foy M. M oser

One of the outstanding
marksof discipleshipintheearly
church was their evangelistic
zeal. Beginning with the second
chapter of Acts, we find that
about three thousand souls
were saved, and the chapter
ends with the statement, “the
Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.” This
denotes a constant action of
evangelism, andwhenthechurch
through severe persecution was
scattered abroad they went ev-
erywhere preaching the Word.

All  the persecution of
Nero, with his flaming fire, his
hungry lions and his inhuman,
Satan-inspired forms of punish-
ment could not kill their evange-
listic zeal. There were two out-
standing reasons for this, the
command of Christ, and their
love for lost men. He had told
them and it is passed on to us,
“Go ye into al the world and
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” This was His command
and who is the Christian who
can stand in the shadow of
Calvary’s cross and ignore or
neglect thiscommand? Yet itis
truetoday, that we have lost our
love for lost men, respect for
the command of Christ, and our
zeal toevangelize.

We have substituted de-
nominational programs, built
worldly ecclesiastical machines,
schools and top heavy mission
programs, but we are not going
into all the world preaching the
gospel and winning men to
Him. The magjority of young
preachers coming from our
seminaries and Bible schools
know nothing about evange-
lism, havelittlelovefor thelogt,
begin to pastor churches, and
thenwewonder why the spirit of
evangelismisdead. Weare con-

vinced that before any ministe-
rial student is graduated or or-
dainedheshouldfirstberequired
todemonstratehisability tolead
men to Christ, and thisability
will only be demonstrated when
thereisfirstaburdenfor soulsin
his heart. There is therefore a
definiteneedfor aschool of mis-
sions in our Bible Institutes,
where each student will not only
be taught God’'splan for evan-
gelization, but will also actively
engagein personal work.

This course must of neces-
sity be taught by onewhoison
firefor soulshimself, andwhois
successful in thefield of evan-
gelism. For a person cannot
teach others spiritual truths
which they have not experi-
enced themselves. Thetextbook
should not be so much the writ-
ings of men on this subject but
the Word of God. When the stu-
dent goes to the Word and ob-
serves how the early Christians
wonmento Christ, thenthey are
challengedtogoanddolikewise.
The result of this would be,
pastorswho areonfirefor souls,
and who would challenge their
churches not only to engage in
local evangelism, but to go into
all theworld.

Wetry to excuseour failure
to engagein first century evan-
gelism, by saying that changing
times demand changed meth-
ods, and that we must become
al things to al men, that we
might win some. Many chur-
ches have employed paid per-
sonal workers, withalazy mem-
bership gladly paying their sal-
ary, that they might berelieved
of this responsibility. But this
is not God's way. He would
have every Christian to be a
personal evangel of thegraceof
God. And only asa pastor and

a church accepts this responsi-
bility canweexpect first century
results. God has never autho-
rized us to scrap or to change
His plan of evangelization, and
substitute one born in the minds
of men.

In the thirteenth chapter of
Acts, theHoly Spirit spoketothe
church at Antioch, and com-
manded them to separate unto
Him Barnabas and Saul for a
work He had called them to do.
This early church although
small compared with the Jerusa-
lem church accepted their re-
sponsibility and acted underthe
command authority of the Holy
Spirit, without thehel p, sanction
or advice of any denominational
machine, mission board or
ecclesiastical boss, and sent out
these two as missionaries of the
church at Antioch. Now we say
that this method is outmoded
and that we must organize, and
instead of churches sending out
missionaries, boards, synods, as-
sociations, etc., must have this
authority.

We ask where did these
boards get their authority? Cer-
tainly not from the Great Head
of the church, even from the
Lord Jesus Christ, nor from the
Administrator of the loca
church, the Holy Spirit, so from
whence cometh their authority?
The action of this early church
acting under the authority of the
Holy Spirit, began the great
march of world missions and
their effortsweresuccessful, they
left behind a group of estab-
lished churches, basking in the
sunshine of God’ spleasure, em-
powered by the Holy Spirit,
preaching Jesus and Him cruci-
fied, and the Lord added to the
churches.

Thetimehasarrivedtoclear
our churches of al this dead
weight, to scrape off the bar-
nacles, with each church and
each Christian recognizing their
responsibility as stewardsof the
grace of God, going forthunder
the command of the Lord Jesus

Christ“intoall theworld.”
When churches, pastors
and laymen, get the vision of a
lost world, our work as dis
ciples, we shall accomplish an
outstanding work of disciple-
ship even asthey. ]

SERMON....
(Continued from page 14)

So Godisready andwilling
to answer our questions, if we
are willing to answer His ques-
tions, and the question that we
must ask God isthe question
that Saul asked God on the road
to Damascus, “Lord, what will
that thou have me to do?” And
the Lord will answer the ques-
tion, He wants you to live for
Him, toserveHim, toobey Him.
If you're not saved, then the
Lord wants you to trust Jesus
Christ His sonand receiveHim
as your persona Lord and Sav-
ior.

At the time that Adam be-
lieved, Adam became a child of
God, and now for nearly six
thousand years, Adam has been
in heaven enjoying what God
hasin storefor Hischildren. For
nearly 6,000 years, Abel has
been in heaven enjoying all the
things that God has in store for
Hischildren. Butitisequally true
that for nearly 6,000 years Cain
has been in hell enduring all the
judgment that God hasfor those
who are not saved and are not
Hischildren.

But this is not everything
yet. Even Christians have not
received everything. “Their
worksdofollow them” it saysin
the Book of Revelation, and the
works of the unsaved do follow
them aswell. You and I, one of
these days if we're saved, must
stand before the judgment seat
of Chrigt, and this is where the
Lord will distribute the rewards
to those who have served Him
faithfully here upon this earth.
But the unsaved, will not stand

(See SERMON on page 16)
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The Bible Says

Many sayings and proverbsin common use are taken from the
Bible. Can you tell them from those which are derived from the
writings of Shakespeare, Plato, from Poor Richard’ sAlmanac— or
theKoran?Inthelist below, circlethenumber beforeeach quotation
which you think is found in the Bible. You may be in for some
surprises. Check your accuracy at the end of the quiz.

1. The fool doth think heiswise, but the wise man knows himself
tobeafool.
2. Open rebuke is better than secret love.
3. A fool and his money are soon parted.
4. Every day isamessenger of God.
5. No man can serve two masters.
6. A merry heart doeth good likeamedicine.
7. Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many
days.
8. Itisawisefather that knows hisown child.
9. Theway to aman'’s heart isthrough his stomach.
10. Fair weather cometh out of the north.
11. The good deed drives away the evil deeds.
12. Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
13. Not life, but agood life, isto be chiefly valued.

14. There' sadivinity that shapes our ends, roughhew them how we
will.

15. | am escaped with the skin of my teeth.
16. Let useat and drink, for tomorrow we shall die.

17. A continual dropping in avery rainy day and a contentious
woman arealike.

18. Make haste slowly.

19. We haveleft undone those things which we ought to have done;
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.

20. Weeping may endurefor anight, but joy cometh in the morning.

21. Dost thoulovelife? Thendo not squander time, for that i sthe stuff
lifeismade of.

22. Cowardsdie many timesbeforetheir death.

23. Wealth maketh many friends.

24. Rebellion to tyrantsis obedience to God.

25. The raceis not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.

26. Thefathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children’ steeth are
set on edge.

27. Thereis no new thing under the sun.

28. Character ismuch easier kept than recovered.

29. Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.

30. Lost timeisnever found again.

31. The sleep of alabouring man is sweet.

32. Experience keepsadear school, but foolswill learnin no other.

t -- Or Does |t?

33. A word to thewiseis sufficient.

34. No prophet is accepted in his own country.

35. Be not righteous over much.

36. If wisheswere horses, beggars might ride.
37. Better isthe end of athing than the beginning thereof.
38. God helpsthem that help themselves.

39. Pride goeth before destruction.

40. One pictureis worth more than ten thousand words.

Half the quotationsare from the Bible. If you circles15 of
the 20 Biblical references, you're a Biblestudent. But if you had
less than half correct, be assured that you have plenty of
company. If you identified the source of 25 or more quotations,

you' reawalking encyclopedia.

(Key To Bible Quiz On Page 18)

SERMON....
(Continued from page 15)

at that judgment seat, butthey’ll
have to stand at the great white
judgment throne of God. It is
therethat the Lordisgoingto say
those terrible words, “Depart
from me ye that work iniquity, |
never knew you.” Depart from
me, you that liveininiquity. De-
part from me you that work inig-
uity. Depart from me you that
would not repent and trust my
Son. | never knew you. And
death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire which is the second
death. Andt here they livefor-
ever and ever and ever. Let us
pray.

Our Father, as we have
looked at this history of the Gar-
den of Eden, and as we see the
guestions that You confronted
Adam with, we realize, Father,
that the questions were raised in
order that Adam might see what
his true condition was &fter sin.
We redlize, Father, that we also
know today, though we're
nearly 6,000 yearsfromthetime
of Adam, that we aso have
sinned, but just as Y ou provided
a sacrifice for Adam, that You
have provided a sacrifice that is
sufficient to save dl, but that it
will only save those who have

repentance and faith and trust
Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior. W€ renot abletolook at
the hearts of those who are
here today. Perhaps everyone
hereissaved, but Y ou know the
hearts of all men, and we pray
that if there be any here today
unsaved, that they may realize
their condition before God; and
if the question wereto be asked
of them, “where art thou,” we
pray that they may examine
themselves and see that be-
cause of sin, that they are
separated and afar from God
and on their road to an eternal
hell.

Also, we pray that they
may realize that though they
aresinners, that God loves sin-
ners, and that He provided the
sacrifice. Not thesacrificeof an
ordinary lamb, but the Lamb of
God, the only begotten Son of
God who came down to this
earth and died upon the cross
to pay the penalty for their
sins, and that it was not by the
blood of the physical lamb that
cleansed usfromsin, butitisby
the shed blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ that our sins are
forgivenand cleansed. Wepray,
Father, if there beany hereto

(See SERMON on page17)
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How Modernism Gets A Start

By Roy Mason

Modernism is something
that is often spoken of, but few
church membersrealize how in-
sidioudly it has crept into de-
nominations and churches. Few
realize how wicked and ruinous
Modernism is. Many church
members constantly furnish
money whichisused to promote
Modernism and thus tear down
belief in the very faith which
they hold dear. Many sit under
the ministry of modernist
preachers, who while talking
piously, are at the same time,
insidiously undermining the
very foundations of the Chris-
tianfaith.

How M oder nism Started

It started of course with the
devil, who prompted the serpent
to say to Eve, “Yea, hath God
said —?" Then a bit later, he
said, “Ye shall not surely die.”
First the doubt — then the open
attack on God’ s Word.

The revival of Modernism
came as a result of German
Higher Criticism of the Bible.
Germanscholars,intheir univer-
sities, began to tear the Bible
apart. All sorts of theories
arose, designed to undermine
faithin the Bible asinspired, or
even true. It became the fashion
for theological teachers of this
country to finish their schooling
at German universities. Thus
German rationalism — which
wasat bottom anti-supernatural -
ism, spread over Europeandinto
America. German rationalism
probably was in large part re-
sponsible for the first World
War. Germanmilitarismwasdis-
credited, but rationalism has
continued to spread. Its influ-
enceisat an al time high right
now inAmerica.

How M odernism Works

It works from the top on
down to the bottom. Men who
imbibe modernistic infidelity in
the half-infidel schools, often
become denominational |eaders,
and teachers, and writers. First,
the educationa institutions, in-
cluding the theological schools
are captured. Then the press of
thedenomination is dominated,
then the machinery of the de-
nomination is gotten hold of,
and from there the infidelity
seeps on down through the
churches, until the poisonous
leaven of the devil permeates
thewhole(Mt. 13:33).

So thoroughly has modern-
ismworked that thereisscarcely
a theological seminary but has
been taken captive. We have
examined thewritings of profes-
sors in many of the seminaries,
and have found them full of infi-
delity. We have known many of
themenwhohavegoneout from
such seminaries, and have found
them partinfidel. They laugh at
the idea of theverbal inspiration
of the Scriptures, and they repu-
diate some of the fundamental
doctrinesof theBible. Thedivin-
ity departments of such schools
as Harvard, Yale, and Chicago
Universities arereally Unitarian.
Such Baptist  schools as
Colgate, Rochester, Newton,
have long since gone over to
modernism. Thereislittlechance
that a young man will graduate
from any of these institutions
abletodo morethangoforthasa
disseminator of poison.

TheMother-Hubbard Dress
Under Which Modernism
Hides

It hides under the Mother-
Hubbard garment of modern
denominationalism. Denomina-
tionsownthepresses, hencethere
isnoairing of thesituationinthe

schoolsand el sewhere. Denomi-
national |eaders hang together.
Their jobs depend on it. The
ministry getsall “sewed up” by
the denomination until they
must tolerate conditionsor else
lose their jobs and be unableto
re-locate. Their work and very
livelihood depends on their
“playing ball” withthe denomi-
nationalism leadership. Many
know about the rotten situation
that exists in schools and else-
where, but they lack thecourage
to do or say anything bout it.
Moreover many will help cru-
cify the manwho hasthe cour-
ageto speak out in an attempt to
remedy the situation. Such men
need to go back and read the
story of Micaiah, asgivenin 1
Kings22:3-28.

The biggest question that
confronts every young man in
the ministry today isthis: “Will
| be a stooge of my denomina-
tion, or will | be a prophet of
God to speak forth His true
Word?" We doubt if there was
ever atime when real prophets
were needed any worse than
right now. If aman has not the
courage to stand for the Bible,
and for God, and for right, he
has no business in the ministry
today. Thegreat“ Falling Away”
is upon us (2 Thess. 2:3). It
should be ours to stand for the
old Book and the old faith, no
matter what the cost. ]

SERMON....
(Continued from page 16)

day unsaved that they may
trust Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Savior.

But, we do know Father,
that the vast majority of us, if
not all of us here today are
saved, and we pray that each
one of us may ask ourselves
that question, or answer the
guestion “whereart thou.” How
close is our fellowship with
Thee? How close is our rela
tionship with Thee? Are we a
carnal Christian? Do welivein

sin? Do we do those things
that we ought not to do, or dowe
fail to do those things that we
ought to do? You know every-
oneof us, Father. Y ou know our
hearts; Y ou know our life; You
know our thoughts. We pray,
Father, that just as You have
asked the question “Where art
thou?’ we pray that each one of
us may examine our own lifeto-
day, and our own heart, and our
own thoughts today, and as we
find those thingsthat we know
to be unpleasing to Thee, per-
haps even that “besetting sin”
that stands out above al others,
we pray, Father, that we may be
willing to come to Theein
humbl erepentance, acknowledg-
ing our sin and our guilt, and
asking Thee for forgiveness in
order that we might livethekind
of lifethat Y ouwould have usto
live

Father, werealizehow much
You have done for us. You've
loved us even when we were
unlovely and undeserving. Not
only did You send Y our Son to
diefor us upon the cross of Cal-
vary, but Father, we acknowl-
edge how many good things
that You have given us, even
though we are not deserving or
worthy, and how much yet there
isin store. We pray, Father, that
asweseethis, thatitwill makeus
torealizejust how ungrateful we
have been, and how unthankful
wehavebeen, and may wecome
to Thee today, each one of us,
asking Thee for forgiveness
and for the strength that we
might serve You and live for
You as You would have us to
live

Father will Y ou touch each
one of our hearts today as only
Thy Holy Spirit can do. We
realizethat though our wordsare
the words of men and cannot
bring conviction unless they
areempowered by theHoly Spirit
of God, we pray, Father, that
these words that have been

(See SERMON on page 24)
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HARRISBURG, IL

November 6-8, 1995, Bible
Baptist Church, 606 W. Church
St., Harrisburg, IL 62946, Art
Donley, Pastor.

* % %

CINCINNATI, OH

November 7-9, 1995, Cen-
tra  Baptist Church, 7645
Winton Rd., Cincinnati, OH
45224, James W. Love, Pastor

* % %

MATTOON, IL

November 27-30, 1995,
Bible Baptist Church, 34th &
MarionSts., Mattoon, IL 61938,
Tom Pullen, Pastor.

* % %
HUMBLE, TX

January 11-12, 1996,
Northway Baptist Church,
5939 Bender Rd., Humble, TX
77396, David Stone, Pastor.

* % %

WESTCLIFFE, CO

January 23-26, 1996, “The
Retreat In the Rockies.”
Wetmore Baptist Church, P. O.
Box 84, Wetmore, CO 81253,
Brian Withrow, Pastor.

* % %

LUDLOW,KY

March 25-28, 1996,
Bethlehem Baptist Temple, 316
Adela Ave, Ludlow, KY
41016, Bill Miller, Pastor

immortal being. They havehimas
ananimal without asoul or, onthe
other hand, as a being which is
being perfected or adopted into
the family of God to the point of
becoming gods. They do not see
man as a spirit clothed in a body
of flesh awaiting the redemption
of body and soul.

9. Another earmark of the
cultisdatesetting. Thecultslike
to pretend they know all about
God's timetable. They use the
passages of Daniel concerning
the end of the Gentiles or of the
2,300 years or other passages
dealing with time, to predict the
end time. Adventists had Jesus
comingin1844andthenwhenHe
failed to appear, they made His
comingaspiritual one. Witnesses
had the end of the Gentiles in
1914, where His coming was a
glorious spirit-creature.
Armstrongism has set dates re-
peatedly, only to have them fail.
Since the Lord has told us that
even the angels in Heaven are
ignorant of theendtime, we need
to be suspicious of any group
which sets dates relative to the
end of theworld.

10. Thenext ear mark tocon-
sider isthecults' attempttokeep
thepeoplebeievinginacontinual
revelation. This revelation may
be to its presidency, asin Mor-
monism, or on the other hand, it
may bein theleaders of the soci-
ety, such as Watch Tower. Yet
again, revelations may come to
the successor of the prophet.
Revelation comes at convenient
timestoo. WhentheUnited States
outlawedpolygamy, Godrevealed
to Mormons that it wasto cease.
Healsorevealed, after civil rights
advocates publicized Mormons'
anti-Negroattitudes, that Negroes
could be priests. Almost all the
cultist wait for further revelation
on some controversial subject.
Weshould, however, bewareof a
religion that conveniently

useof plagiarism. Thebasisfor
theBook Mormonwas Solomon
Spaulding’ ssupposed history of
the Jews' trip to America. The
Book of Abrahamisaperversion
of the Book of the Dead. Mary
Baker Eddy’ sworkisaplagiarism
of Phineas P. Quimby’s Science
of Man, and Dr. FrancisLubar’s
work TheMedical Physical Reli-
gion of Hegal. Herbert W.
Armstrong’s plagiarism of
Judah’s Scepter and Joseph’s
Birthright, by JH. Allen; EllenG.
White's plagiarism of Life and
Epistles of the Apostles by
Cornbeareand HowsonandJ. A.
Wylee's History of the
Waldensesand D’ aubynes' His-
tory of theReformation, arewell
known. These pretended proph-
etsareobviously fake, tohaveto
use the same language as the
literature of the world to reveal
their pretended new truths. We
should beware of any pretended
revelation that uses the same
ideas and wording as secular
authors.

12. Y et another ear mark of
thecultisthecommon bond of
the cult’ sadvocacy of thedoc-
trines of pre-millennialism.
Admittedly, a doctrine should
not be rejected merely becausea
cultteachesit. A brokenwatchis
right twice a day. However, a
doctrineshould be suspect when
it hasthebacking of all thecults.
The reason that al the cults ac-
cept thisdoctrineisbecausemost
cultsthriveonthedoctrineof the
earthly reign of the cult uponthe
earth. Cultsareinterestedinliv-
ing on the earth and ruling over
those not of their cult. Theirsis
an earthly kingdom and so their
conceptsare on an earthly Zion.
We should hold any doctrine at
arm’s length that does not look
for a Heavenly City, whose
Builder and Maker isGod.

(See CULTS on page 23)

2. Proverbs 27:5.

3. Current since 16th century.

4. Russian proverb.

5. Matthew 6:24.

6. Proverbs 17:22.

7. Ecclesiastes 11:1.

8. Shakespeare, M er chant of

Venice.

9. Current since 19th century.

10. Job 37:22.

11. The Koran.

12. Amos 2:6

13. Plato.

14. Shakespeare, Hamlet.

15. Job 19:20

16. Isaigh 22:13.
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18. From the Greek.

19. Book of Common Prayer.

20. Psalm 30:5

21. Benjamin Franklin, Poor
Richard’s AlImanac.

22. Shakespeare, Julius
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36. John Ray’ s English
Proverbs, 1670.

37. Ecclesiates 7:8

38. Benjamin Franklin.

39. Proverbs 16:18

40. Chinese proverb.
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MIRACLES...
(Continued from page 1)

and principalities and powers
and Christ-rgjecting nations
may look where death held
God’ speople at onetime.

Likethesemenandwomen,
when they saw the stone rolled
away and the angel said, “Heis
not here; heisrisen.” Peter and
Johncame. They lookinand saw
the grave clothesand the napkin
folded to one side, but no dead
body. “ And then they remember
the word,” says the Word of
God — not the miracle. The
miracle caused wonder! The
Word caused faith!

When Simon Peter cursed
and denied he had ever known
the Lord, he saw the Lord and
remembered the words that
Christ had spoken, the prophecy
He had madethat cametrue, and
it brokehisheart and hewent out
and wept bitterly. It was the
Word of God.

Propheciesfulfilled inChrist
enabled the apostles to say
boldly in support of their claims
of the gospel, “Tohimgiveall
the prophets witness.” Abso-
lutely everything converged
from Adam to Calvary in the
coming, theliving, thesuffering,
the dying, the burial, the resur-
rection, the ascension of Jesus
Christ; and all were fulfilled in
Him. He was the fulfillment of
every bloody sacrifice from the
bleeding lamb dain by the
hands of Abel until the last
Passover Supper when He sat
with the disciples and ate with
them and instituted the Lord's
Supper.

Every bleeding sacrificeand
smoking atar was the blazing
finger of God pointingto Himas
Jannes and Jambres told Pha-
raoh, “This is the finger of
God.” That which God had de-
clared had been done, and they
had the goods. So many proph-
ecies have been fulfilled until
the most unreasonable thing in
the world is for amanto reject

the Word of God. The most un-
reasonable thing in the face of
all God's Book says that has
been absolutely andliterally ful-
filled, — why a man has to be
blind and dumb and deaf not to
accept it.

ThisBookisamiracleof God
Almighty.

Wehave atwofold witness,
prophecy and miracles. Proph-
ecy isamiraclein utterance.

What is the purpose of
miracles? Thefirst miracle ever
performed by man ought to give
us the clue according to the law
of first mention. Init we should
findthepurposeof every miracle
throughout. Turn to it, right
where we were last night. | tell
you nothing gives a man cour-
age and faith like having and
knowing the truth of God Al-
mighty.

“And Moses answered and
said, But, behold, they will not
believe me, nor hearken untomy
voice; for they will say, The
Lord hath not appeared unto
thee. And the Lord said unto
him, What isthat in thine hand?
Andhesaid, A rod. And hesaid,
Cast it on the ground. And he
cast it on the ground, and it be-
came a serpent; and Moses fled
frombeforeit. AndtheLordsaid
unto Moses, Put forth thine
hand and takeit by thetail. And
he put forth his hand and
caughtit, and it becamearodin
his hand; that they may believe
that the Lord God of their
fathers, theGod of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, hath appeared unto thee”
(Ex.4:1-5).

Read verse five with me,
everybody, “that they may be-
lieve that the Lord God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of I saac, and the God of
Jacob, hath appeared unto
thee.” This isthesea and sign
of God Almighty and it is re-
corded herefor us. Itisafact. It
is the credentials God gave
Moses and Aaron to demon-
strate to the children of Israel

and Pharaoh and to make the
Devil's ministers themselves
confess, “This is the finger of
God.”

Now what about the law of
first mention? This is the first
miracle ever performed by ahu-
man being, and what was its
purpose? It was Moses' creden-
tial that he was God' s man; and
S0 was every other miracle per-
formed by man. It is prophecy
miraculously wrought out, a
miracle of God. You and | can
stand onit. | don’'t havetotakea
rod and make a serpent to dem-
onstratetotheworldl am God's
man. | accept what God saysand
| preachiit.

| believe the Spirit of God
works with me, the sameasHe
did with the apostles. “We are
his witnesses of these things,
and so aso is the Holy Ghost
whom God hath giventothem
(in power) that obey him.” | am
just as conscious of the fact,
and nothing gives me so much
confidenceas| remember, when
| get up | am going to preach
Jesus Christ and | am certainthe
Holy Spirit of God is with me
and will give power to my mes-
sage. | am conscious of the fact
my purpose and object is one
thing, and that is not to glorify
Entzminger, because there is
nothing about me to glorify. |
am humbled at my weaknesses
and failures everyday, but |
have a Savior, the God of the
universe, who designed to
clothe Himself in a garment of
flesh and live a life of service
and die on a cross of shame that
I might be saved; and | hope and
pray, and hope you will pray for
me, that | will make always the
supremeobject of my witnessthe
glorifyingof Him.

Here is the evidence. In
verses 6-12 we have the same
thing. Does that satisfy your
mind and give peace to your
soul, that God is authenticating
and credentialling His servants
and making a record of some-
thing that stands forever; and

though heaven and earth pass
away, it shall not passaway. We
have a foundation on which to
stand.

How firm a foundation,

Ye Saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith

In His excellent Word.
What more can He say,
Than to you He hath said,
To you, who to Jesus,

For refuge have fled.”

Does He need to say any-
thing else?Itisacompleterev-
elation from A to Z, nothing to
be added, and nothing to be
taken from it. It is perfect. If
you take one letter from it, it is
imperfect. You need not add to
it, becauseit is perfect.

Now then, we come to the
New Testament. Listen to the
apostle, “Yemen of Israel, hear
these words; Jesus of Nazareth,
aman approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders
and signs, which God did by
him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know” (Acts
2:22). My word isn’'t worth any
more than yours. Read Acts
2:22again,

“Ye men of Israel, hear
these words; Jesus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among
you by miracles and wonders
and signs, which God did by
him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves aso know.” Whom
is he speaking about? Jesus of
Nazareth, the Lord Jesus
Christ.

When He came, He needed
credentials. There were lots of
good men before Him. There
were lots of men who did good
and preached good things. He
needed specia credentias, and
what were they? “Ye men of
Israel, hear these words; Jesus
of Nazareth, a man approved
of God among you by miracles

(See MIRACLES on page 20)
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and wonders and signs, which
God did by him in the midst of
you, as Yye yourselves also
know.”

Jesus Himself said, On the
mountainside and seaside, in
city and village and country,
everywhere | have performed
these miracles. These things
were “not done in acorner.” |
did not hide like Mohammed
and Buddha.

Five thousand men, be-
sides the women and children,
were present when He fed them
theloavesandfishes. They even
camefrom Jerusalem, the schol -
ars, to Bethany to see an empty
graveand aman, Lazarus, walk-
ing about who had been in the
gravefour daysuntil hesmelled
bad; and who the next day sat
down to a feast without a thing
wrong with his appetite al-
though his stomach had beenin
the grave four days.

We have the record of the
miracles performed by Jesus.

First, turning the water in-
towine (Jn. 2:1-11). Of what is
wine made? Out of grapes. All
right, | am not going to tell any-
body about it, but how many of
you ever made wine out of
grapes? There are two or three
honest people here. How long
doesittaketomakeit?Y oufixit
up, squeeze the juice out, and it
goes through a process of fer-
mentation — | don’t know the
exact process; but after awhile
even the wise man talked about
how it “moved” and looked in
the glass.

Now when Jesus was told
there was no wineat the feast,
Helooked at that crowd. All the
wine was gone. Everybody was
inthedumps. They needed some
cheer around that place. He
looked at the empty pots and
said, “Fill them up” They were
cold, dead vessels used for reli-
gious purposes. The Jews used
them in purifying. There was

nothing to them, just empty —
like you and me — an old stone
ja.

“Fill itupwithwater!” They
did.

“Draw it out!” They drew it
out.

“Serve it to the people!”
They passed it around, and the
man who was ruler of the feast
send word back, “My friend,
you have done something un-
usual. You have reversed the
custom. It is customary for
people to serve the best wine
first; and when they aredrunken
anddon’'t know thedifferencein
good and bad wine serve the
bad. But thisis the best wine at
the feast.”

How long did it take Jesus
to makeit? Just that quick (snap
of the finger)! How did Hemake
it? By His Word. He didn't
touch a thing.

What isamiracle? It is su-
pernatural. To you and meitis;
but to the Man who made the
grapes and the vine and water,
who knows all about the thing,
why is it anything unreason-
ablefor Him?Hejust used water
and made the wine without the
usual process and gave in it an
illustration of thework He does
in the human hearts giving
lightand lifeand joy.

The first impulse of a
man’slifewhenfirst heredlizes
his sins are forgiven — what
was it? “Wine that cheereth
both the heart of man and God”
—joy and delight. That isit ex-
actly. All right.

Walking on the water (Mt.
14:22-33; MK. 6:45-53; Jn. 6:15
21). Why not? Hemadethewa
ter, didn’t He?

Silling the storm (Mk.
4:35-41). Why not? He created
the waves and the wind.

Multiplying food twice
(Mt. 15:32-39; Mk. 8:1-10; 6:30-
44; Mt. 14:13-21; Lk. 9:10-17;
Jn. 6:1-14) to feed the four
thousand the fivethousand. Is
itathingincrediblethat the Cre-
ator of the grain and the fish

should take alittle bit and make
plenty out of it? Certainly it is
natural for Him, for He is God.
ThisisHiscredential. If He cre-
ated everything, why shouldn’t
He have power over it?

The coin in the fish’ smouth
(Mt. 17:24-27). Go catch him,
Peter, and take it out to pay the
tax. Why don’'t “divine healers’
pull astunt likethat?If they can
do onemiracle, they ought to do
the others. They all stand or fall
together.

Schooling  the fishes into
thenet (Lk.5:1-11; Jn. 21:1-16),
when the disciples had fished
all night and caught nothing.
Themost unlikely placeto catch
fish was where their nets were
filled. These seven men had
fished every nook and corner of
that lake; there was not a hole
they had not fished; they were
born and reared there. When
they had fished all night and
caught nothing and saw there
was no possibility of catching
anything, they pulled into shal-
low water and started folding
up their nets. The scriptures say
they had fished al night and
had not even caught a minnow.
Nothing! Why that is almost
incredible, that seven men who
had fished that sea al their
lives, night and day, in every
condition, could not even
catch onefish al night.

But at Hisword they threw
the net into shallow water and
all a once it is full of life,
jerking! “ ThatisthelLord,” said
John.

“Givememy coat” said Pe-
ter, and when he walked up the
bank, what was the first thing
he saw? A fire of coals, and
that was the last thing he had
seen when he denied the Lord.
Towalk up to that bank and see
that! Oh, oh! How do you
reckon he felt when he saw
that fire of coals? The only
difference now is there is fish
onit. The Lord Jesus Christ did
everything to call Peters' mind
back to his lying and cussing.

He is going to clean thisthing
upandgivePeter anew commis-
sion. They drug the fish to land
and the net was filled.

The withered fig tree (Mt.
21:18-22;Mk.11:12-14,20-26).

If finding the saddled don-
key al ready for the Master isa
miracle, and | think it was, we
have a total of nine miracles
Christ performed over animate
and inanimate nature. It is the
Creator at work. For amanto do
that is adifferent proposition.

Isit any wonder that when
NicodemuscametoHimhesaid,
“Thou art a teacher come from
God fo r no man can do the
miracles that thou doest except
God be with him.” Nicodemus
was one of the Sanhedrin, and
he confessed Jesus Christ gave
every evidence of speakingwith
the authority of God Almighty.

The Miracles of Healing
Performed By Christ

1. Eleven lepers cleansed
(Mt. 8:2-4; MKk. 1:40-45; Lk.
5:12-15;L k.17:11-19).

2. Four blind received
sight (Mt. 9:27-31; Mk. 8:22-26;
Jdn.9:1-7;Mt.12:22; Mk. 10:46-52;
Lk.18:35-43).

3.Demonscast out of four.
(Mk. 1:21-28; Mt. 8:28-34; Mk.
5:1-20; Lk.8:26-39; Mt. 15:21-28;
MKk. 7:24-30; Mt. 17:14-21; Mk.
9:14-29; L k.9:37-42).

4. Afflictionslike dropsy,
the issue of blood, and the de-
formed, crooked body made
whole.(Mt.8:16-17; Mk.1:32-33;
Lk.4:40-41;Mt.9:20-22; MKk.5:25-
34;Lk.8:43-48; Lk.13:10-17; Lk.
14:1-6).

5. Two cured of fever. (In.
4:43-54;k.4:38-39; Mt.8:14-15;
Mk.1:29-31).

6. Twocur ed of palsy. (Mt.
9:2-8;Mk.2:1-12; L k.5:18-26; Mt.
8:5-13;Lk.7:1-10).

7.0neimpotentinthefest.
(In.5:2-17).

8.0nedeaf and dumb. (Mk.

(SeeMIRACLESonpage21)
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7:31-37; Mt. 9:32-33; Mt. 12:22-
20).

9.0Onewithered hand. (Mt.
12:9-12;Mk.3:1-6; Lk.6:6-11).

10. Thehealingof Malchus
ear.(Lk.22:50-51;Jn.18:10-11;
Mt. 26:51-56; Mk. 14:46-47).
Why doesn’t some “divine
healer” try that?

11. Threedeadraised. (Lk.
7:11-16; Mt. 9:18-19, 23-36; Mk.
5:22-42; L k. 8:41-42, 49-56; Jn.
11:1-46.

Here the Creator of man
demonstrated His perfect un-
derstanding and power over
the human body. If thiswatch
in my hand gets out of shape,
the man who made it ought to
know what to do with it and he
can even make it run backwards,
too, in reverse order. Why? He
would not have known how to
do that except that he madeit.
If it runs too fast, or too slow,
he can regulate it. That is no
marvel. Hemadeit.

If God made this body of
mine, why it ought to be an easy
matter for Him to adjust it. If
he made my hand, he ought to
be able to fix it up if something
goeswrongwithit. If thisfoot of
mineiscrippled, Hemadeit and
knows about it and ought to be
abletofix it up strong and well.

My stomach may get out of
order; but He knows about my
anatomy and He ought to be
able to straighten out my stom-
ach. He ought to know how to
purify and cleanse me if the
Devil gets in, and certainly |
don't know how. Itisahard
thing for me. Isit athing incred-
ible that the God who made this
machine can demonstrate to the
world He madeitandisMaster
of it?

He is the God who made
thewind — isit incredible that
the wind should obey Him? He
certainly has as much power
over what He has made as the
man who made awatch or auto-

mobile. If the God who made
the water walks on it or changes
it — why it is not a all
incredible that the Creation
should obey His voice.

He has perfect control over
every phase of the Universe.
He made no failure. He didn’t
have somebody put the
crutches aside and say,
“Straighten that leg, straighten
it Now walk onit. It isall right
now. You arewell!” That isthe
biggest piece of mockery inthe
world. It isan insult to God Al-
mighty.

There were thirty-three
miracles of healing; nine on na-
ture, making a total of 42, and
not onefailure. Every onewasa
marvel of success.

“Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you
by miracles and wonders and
signs, which God did by himin
the midst of you, as ye your-
selves also know.” “Thereisn't
one of you out of all the multi-
tude that has not witnessed the
things He did,” He says.

Turn to Mark 16 with me
and let us do alittle definite
detail work for afew minutes. It
isapeculiar fact the Great Com-
mission in Matthew says not a
word about miracles. When He
commissioned the 12 and the 70
he commissioned them to per-
form miracles. When they came
reporting their success, He
said, “Don’t rejoice about that;
it is asmall matter. But rejoice
that your names are written in
heaven.”

Around this Pentecostal,
Christian Science crowd all you
hear is, “Praise the Lord, He
healed my body and baptized
me with the Spirit.” Jesus said,
Don't be boasting about
miracles; “Rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.”
How many of you knew that?
You don't say it likeyou know
it. That is no figment of the
mind; but it is (your name)
actually written in heaven as
definitely and certainly as the

names of the twelve tribes were
written on the breast and shoul-
ders of the high priest — that
certain are your hameswritten
in Heaven. If Jesus Christ, my
High Priest, isthere, my nameis
writtenthere.

IntheGreat CommissionHe
said, “Make disciples and bap-
tize them and teach them,” be-
causethey were perfectly famil-
iar withall Hismiracles. Itisthe
gospdl to the whole world.

Yet when He comes to
Mark, generally acknowledge
aswritten primarily to Gentiles,
he includes miracles and signs.
“And he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.
And these signs shall follow
them that believe.”

Not necessarily all or every
one of them that believe; it does
not necessarily mean every
individual, “And | if | belifted
up from the earth will draw all
men unto me.” Weknow He has
not and we know it means some-
thing besides literaly every
individual one. It meansall man-
kind, out of every nation, kin-
dred, and tongue.

“And in my name shall
they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; they
shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing it
shall not hurt them; they shall
lay hands on the sick and they
shall recover. So then after the
Lord had spoken unto them, he
was received up into heaven
and sat on the right hand of
God.”

| talked to a Pentecostal
woman, a bright and unusually
intelligent woman, and that is
the only passage of scripture
she knew. | tried to carry her to
some other part, but that wasall
she knew. She never had even
read the 20th verse, “And they
went forth and preached every-
where, the Lord working with

them and confirming the word
with signsfollowing.”

That is what we have in
Acts, the fulfillment of these
verses. The first apostolic
miracle wasthe lameman at the
Gate Beautiful (Acts 3:1-21).
Y ou know the story. When Peter
preached after the man was
healed, what did he say? “Re-
pent ye, therefore, and be con-
verted that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord” (Acts
3:19).

Not aword about perform-
ing miracles. Not “you ought to
heal lame men.” He further em-
phasized the truth, “Neither is
there salvation [not healing] in
any other; for thereisnone other
name under heaven givenamong
men, whereby we must be saved
[not healed] (Acts4:12).

“Neither isthere salvation
in any other; for there is none
other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must
be saved.” Not a word about
you and me performing these
miracles today. It is all about
salvation.

We are talking about the
confirmation of the promise in
Mark 16:20. Wehavethe prayer
of the Christians, “And now,
Lord, behold their threatenings
and grant unto thy servants that
withall boldnessthey may speak
thy word, by stretching forth
thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done
by the name of thy holy child
Jesus’ (Acts4:29-30).

It was answered inverses
32 and 33, “And the multitude
of them that believed were of
one heart and of one soul; nei-
ther said any of them that ought
of the things which he pos-
sessed was his own; but they
had all things common. And
with great power gave the
apostleswitness of theresurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus, and

(See MIRACLES on page 22)
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great grace was upon them al”
(Acts4:32-33).

Read further, “and believ-
ers were the more added to the
Lord, multitudes both of men
and women. Insomuch that
they brought forth the sick into
the streets and laid them on
beds and couches that at the
least the shadow of Peter pass-
ing by might overshadow some
of them. Therecamea soamullti-
tude out of the cities round
about unto Jerusalem bringing
sick folks, and them which were
vexed with unclean spirits; and
they were healed every one”
(Acts 4:14-16). Not a failure.
The whole matter under discus-
sion here is miracles as creden-
tials of these preachers; but
they are not given for you and
me to duplicate today.

Another confirmation is
givento Philipin Samaria (Acts
85-8).

Peter in Caesarea, “The
word which God sent unto the
children of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Chrigt; (he is
Lord of all;) that word, | say, ye
know which was published
throughout all Judea and began
from Galilee, after the baptism
which John preached; how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with
power, who went about doing
good and healing al that were
oppressed of the devil, for
God was with him. And we are
witnesses of all thingswhich he
did both in the land of the Jews
and in Jerusalem, whom they
dew and hanged on atreg”
(Acts10:36-39).

This is confirmed in the
coming of the Holy Spirit and
speaking in tongues, which was
a sign gift; and Peter used this
as authentication of the seal of
God's approval on his ministry
to the Gentiles, “Forasmuch
then as God gave them the
like gift as he did unto us, who

believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ; what was 1, that | could
withstand God? When they
heard these things, they held
their peace and glorified God,
saying, “Then hath God alsoto
the Gentilesgranted repentance
untolife” (Acts11:17-18).

Another confirmation is
Peter’s miraculous deliverance
from prison in the 12th chapter.

Paul and Barnabas' minis-
try to the Gentiles was con-
firmed according to the promise
of Mak 16:20. “Then the
deputy, when he saw what was
done, believed, being astonished
at the doctrine of the Lord”
(Acts 13:6-13). It wasamiracle
of wonder and amazement that
led him to meditate on the doc-
trine these preachers preached,
and to believe it. The miracle
caused wonder, the doctrine
faith—

The confirmationin Cilicia
(Acts 14:8-10). The heathen
there wanted to worship Paul
and Barnabas because of the
miraclethey performed.

Noticetheresultsin Philippi,
where Paul cast an evil spirit out
of the girl and freed her from
davery and bondage. Paul and
Barnabaswere caught and putin
prison with their feet fast in the
stocks; and God brought an
earthquake that shook up the
jail andthejailer and al thepris-
oners, and converted the jailer
(Acts16:16-18).

Paul’s apostleship is ap-
provedin Acts 19:1-7. There he
laid his hands upon twelve dis-
ciples of John who did not even
know anything about the Holy
Ghost. He preached the truth to
them. They were saved, and he
baptized them, laid his hands
on them, and the Holy Spirits
came upon them and they spoke
with tongues. That was the first
time he had that experience —
imparting the gift of the Holy
Ghost.

“Specia miracles’ were
performed in the establishment
of that great work, “And many

that believed came and con-
fessed” (Acts19:18-20). Further
confirmation of Mark 16:17-20
was given on the Island of
Miletus among the Barbarians,
where Paul was unhurt by the
viper, and he healed Publius
(Acts28:3-6).

Reinforcement of all thisis
givenin1Corinthians 10:6, 11).
Notice especialy “It al hap-
pened to them by way of warn-
ing to others and it is written
down for the purpose of in-
structing us whose lot has been
cast in the closing hours of the
world” (Moffat). What? All
these miracles and signs, from
the first when Moses threw
down his rod and it became a
serpent and the sun stood till,
making its bow to the deliver-
ance of God Almighty in the
Land of Promise. Did these
things all happen that we might
read and try to duplicate them?

According to His Will

No, they are written to
teach us something. Lots of
folks don’'t seem to have sense
enough to be taught some
things. “According to His own
will,” says the Hebrew epistle,
chapter 2:2-4. “For if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast
and every transgressionand dis-
obedience received a just rec-
ompense of reward; how shall
we escapeif we neglect so great
salvation, which at the first be-
gan to be spoken by the Lord
and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with
divers miracles and gifts of the
Holy Ghost, according to his
own will.”

Thesemiracleswereall done
as convincing and confirming
evidence of the apostolic work.
Itisrecorded for us. Thisconfir-
mation isdeclared by Paul, “ For
| will not dareto speak of any of
those things which Christ hath
not wrought by me, to make

the Gentiles obedient, by word
and deed, through mighty signs
and wonders, by the power of
the Spirit of God; so that from
Jerusalem and round about
unto Illyricum, | have fully
preached the gospel of Christ”
(Rom.15:18-19).

Signsandwonderswerehis
credentials. They werefor asea
son, and when their purpose
was served, like the sign of
tongues they ceased. Paul de-
clares definitely, “If there be
tongues, they shall cease,” and
that ought to settleit with every-
body oncefor all (1 Cor. 13:8).

When a man jabbers in
tongues, it is the Devil's
tongue, not God's; | amwilling
to stake my Christianity and
faith on that. There is no such
thing, and | don’t mean to limit
God's power. | mean that God
has a plan Heisfollowing, and
Heisnot gratifying thewhimsof
the flesh that wantsto feel good
and have a thrill. The greatest
thrill Christ had was in doing
thewill of God (Jn. 4:34).

Notice aso, “Truly the
signs of an apostle were
wrought among you in al pa
tience, in signs, and wonders,
and mighty deeds’ (2 Cor.
12:12). Signswerefor a season.
Since the establishment of
Christianity, how does faith
come? By seeing miracles?You
would think so to hear these
folks talk who are running “di-
vine healing” shows.

But “Faith cometh by hear-
ing and hearing by the Word of
God’ (Rom. 10:17). It isto hear
God’s message. That istherea
son you have to send a preacher
out on the mission fields, that
they may hear the Word.
“Verily, verily, | say untoyou,
he that heareth my words and
believeth on him that sent me,
shall not come into condemna-
tion but is passed from death
unto life” (In. 5:24). And when
you do, you will be like that

(See MIRACLES on page 23)
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jaler who had an earthquake
in his soul. The Word of God
shook down the walls of
Jericho, and parted the waters
of Jordan, and commanded the
sun to stand ill, brought
supernatural darkness over the
earth and stilled the storm and
raised the dead and turned
water into wine. The Word of
God saves men. It is sharp and
powerful, sharper than a two-
edged sword, a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the
heart.“My words, they are Spirit
andthey arelife.”

The Sword of the Spirit is
not miracles, but the Word of
God. Every man saved today is
saved because the water
(Word) and the Spirit are at
work. TheSpirit takes theWord
and applies it to the heart and
makes a new creature (Jn. 3:5;

Eph.5:26).
“Of his own will begat he
us with” — miracles? “The

word of truth.” Lots of disciples
followed Jesus, and when He
talked about eating His flesh
and drinking His blood, mean-
ing spiritually, for lifeand suste-
nance, many turned away and
walkedwithHimnomore.

What did Simon answer
when He said, “Will you go
away, too?’ He said, “Lord you
havethewordsof life. Towhom
shall we go?’

Read Luke16:27-31,“Then
he said, | pray thee therefore,
Father, that thou wouldest send
him to my father’s house; for |
have five brethren; that he may
testify unto them, lest they also
comeinto this place of torment.
Abraham saith unto him, They
have Moses and the prophets;
(O. T. Scriptures) let them hear
them. And he said, Nay, Father
Abraham; but if one went unto
them from the dead, they will
repent. And he said unto him, if
they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be

persuaded though onerosefrom
the dead.”

If men will not believe the
written Word of God, neither
wouldthey believeif amanwent
to them from the dead to preach
to them. If aman won't believe
the Word of God, since faith
cometh by hearing, all the
miracles God or Satan could
work would not convert him. He
isjust adoubter and is doomed.

Men converted by miracles
are like this crowd that turned
away from Jesus. The Bibleis
theauthentic record of miracles,
and it is a miracle itself. Turn
with meto 2 Timothy, the third
chapter. Read it as it should be
read to see exactly what it says.
“And that from a child thou
hast known the holy scriptures,
whichareabletomaketheewise
unto salvation,” (and you don’t
need any miracles), “through
faith which is in Christ Jesus’
(2Tim.3:15-16).

“All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, andisprofit-
ablefor doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for i nstruction in
righteousness; that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”

| don’'t need anything else
but the Word of God, for the
Word and promise of God is
just as good as His very pres-
ence. The Word of Jesus Christ
isjust as good tonight as if He
stood here in person Himself
to say, “You are preaching the
truth.” ]
CULTS...

(Continued from page 18)

13. Another earmark we
should consider of the cultsis
theperversion of thedoctrineof
theneedfor atonement. Thereis
alwaysadeficiency inthe cults
understanding of the atoning
work of Christ. Christian Scien-
tists deny the need of salvation,
forall arewithout sin, sinceall is
mind. Witnesses deny that
Christ exists now as a man, or
that He arose from the dead

bodily. Adventists have their
doctrine of investigative judg-
ment and salvation by works of
the law. Mormons teach that
Christ’s atonement was for
Adam’s sin and redemption for
personal sin is worked out by
one’s own good works.
Armstrongism teaches that
Christ removed past sins, but
salvation is how earned by ob-
servingthe Ten Commandments.
We should stand aghast at the
gospel that denies the facts of
the death, burial, and resurrec-
tion of Christ, or the need of
His doing so for our personal
salvation.

14. The next earmark of
thecultististhemisunder stand-
ing of the person of the Holy
Spirit. To Christian Scientists,
it is “the divine science”. Wit-
nesses and Armstrongism, it is
“but the power of God”, rather
than a divine personality. To
Mormons, the Holy Spirit isthe
highest order of matter or sub-
stance. Such blasphemies of
the Holy Spirit are to be guarded
against.

15. Another earmark of
the cultist is the misunder-
standing of life after death
andretribution. The Mormons
teach that the righteous shall be
gods, or, if evil, lessor beings.
They teach that almost all men
shall be saved and few shal’
actually go to Hell. Witnesses
believe that the second death is
extinction. Seventh Day Ad-
ventistsbelievein soul sleeping
and annihilationism. Armstrong
denies the existence of Hell.
Christian Scientists deny either
the reality or the need for aday
of judgment. We should beware
of anyonewho callsin question
the reality of the existence of a
place which Jesus told us,
awaited the unrighteous.

16. Thecultsusually have
distinguishing “ prohibitions’
that cement thefollower sof the
cult. It isironic that the Lord’s
people are so afraid of strict
preaching against sin. The cult

leaders know that strictness in
some, outward form isthe sedl
of keeping their membersfaith-
ful. The Mormonsforbid coffee
and tea. Jehovah Witnessesfor-
bid birthday celebrations and
blood transfusions.

Christian Scientists frown
on their members going to doc-
tors. Armstrongism forbids in-
volvement in politics, scouts,
P.T.A. and the eating of certain
meats. Adventists forbid the
eating of pork. The prohibition
of these things distinguishes
the cult members and serves as
a separation from so-called
“Gentiles’. We should beware
of anyone who legidatesagainst
practices when God has not
spoken.

Conclusion: Theseearmarks
arebrief andtothepoint. Itisour
prayer that thesewordsof warn-
ing about theearmarkswill keep
you from being involved with
the cults. [

Attention: All
Missionary Candidates

The Church Gazette of the
Anglican Diocese of Polynesia,
published in Euva, recently
advertised for volunteersto ful-
fill some vacancies in their
missionary program. For those
interested in the job of
missionary or mission worker
on aPacificisland, the follow-
ing qualifications were sug-
gested:

“Ability tomix with people,
mix concrete, waderivers, write
articles, love on€'s neighbor,
deliver babies, sit cross-legged,
conduct meetings, drainswamps,
digest questionable dishes,
patch tires, patch human weak-
nesses, suffer fools gladly and
burn midnight oil.”

The Gazette went on to
say: “Persons dlergic to ants,
babies, beggars, chop suey,
cockroaches, guitars, humidity,
itches, mildew, mud, poverty ...
had better think twice before
applying.” u
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done? None but he who is
blinded by ignorance of the
truth. The work of the prophets,
past, present, and future, will
never be done till al that is
comprehended in Genesis3:15
is consummated in the finished
work of the Redeemer-Prophet,
even the LORD God who
walked in the garden, who is
none other than our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Prophecy |Is Central and
Not Terminal

Prophecy represents a
point central and not terminal in
relation to events. It is neither a
point of origin nor a point of
destination. The work of the
prophets therefore cannot rise
and fall with present events. It
draws upon the past and pro-
jectsinto the future. It is predi-
cated upon antecedents and
vindicated in subsequent ful-
fillments. Really, all true proph-
ecy emerges out of Eternity
past and emerges into Eternity
future. It rises toview intime
with the manifestation of the
Redeemer, andislost to view in

Eternity, with the compl etion of
HisWork.

Toillustrate, Genesis 3:15,
quoted above, is central. It
looks back to the predeter-
minatecounsel of theTriuneGod
inwhich Christisviewed asthe
Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world, for the sufficient
ground on which its predictions
are predicated. It looks forward
to the manifestation of the Son
of God, the Seed of the woman,
and to the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Christ as the open
manifestation of that counsel
in fulfillment of the prophecy.
Moreover it looks even yet be-
yond, to the time when the Seed
of the woman shall bruise the
Serpent’s head in ultimate and
final triumphinthewar between
Christ and Satan.

Even so it is with every
prophecy which hasfallen from
the lips of the prophets of God.
Every one of them looksback to
the determinate counsel of God
for the solid ground upon
which its prediction is based.
“It shall come to pass, for the
Lord hath spoken it” is the
characteristic note of finality
throughout the prophetic utter-
ances of the Scriptures. The
word of the prophets is the
word of God; and the “word of
our God shall stand forever.”

Ancther Important Factor

There is one other factor in
the work of the prophets which
renders it extremely important.
Since it is God who speakshby
the prophets, the word spoken
by them has the power to bind
men unto judgment. It is unten-
able to assume that God would
speak through His prophets and
then fail to honor their work by
failuretovindicatetheir word. It
never happens that way. Paul
had this in mind when he said:
“But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excel-
lency of the power may be of

God, and not of us” (2 Cor. 4:7).
It was Amoswho said, “ Surely,
theL ord Godwill do nothing but
he revealeth his secret unto his
servants the prophets’ (Amos
3.7).

Here we come upon afixed
principle in God's dealing with
men. Hewill do nothing till first
He has made known His secrets
unto His prophets. His prophets
are servants who speak for Him
to men, revealing His purposes
and plans. That makes the work
of the prophets all important to
us.

God’ s purposein revealing
Hissecretsto menisobvious. In
thismatter, Moses, in one of his
closing addresses to Israd,
said: “ The secret things belong
unto the LORD (Jehovah) our
God; but those thingswhich are
revealed belong unto us and to
our childrenfor ever, that wemay
doall thewordsof thislaw” (Dt.
29:29).

God speaks by Hisservants
the prophets, not to ensnare err-
ing mortals, but to guidethemin
paths of righteousness, to help
them, todeliver themfromcertain
disaster, if permitted to go on
their way undisturbed. Such is
the divine love toward men.
“Hereinislove, notthat weloved
God, but that he loved us, and
sent his Son to be the propitia-
tionforoursins’ (1Jn.4:10). God
speaksthatwemay doall that He
hath said.

Thusthework of the proph-
etsisto make known to men the
word of God. In so doing they
confront men with inescapable
issues. Menmust decideoneway
or the other — there is no such
thing asneutrality inthe conflict
between Christ and His adver-
sary, the Devil, for the souls of
men. The apostle Peter was a
mighty prophet of God. He con-
frontedthe” menof Israel” witha
life and death issue; namely,
Jesus Christ, whom God raised
from the dead. He said: “For
Moses truly said unto the fa-

thers, a prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of
your brethren, likeunto me; him
shall yehearinall thingswhatso-
ever he shall say unto you. And
it shall come to pass, that every
soul, which will not hear that
prophet, shall bedestroyed from
among the people” (Acts 3:22-
23). By theword of the Prophet,
who speaksthrough Hisservants
theprophets, menarebound unto
judgment. They who heed His
word and walk therein shall be
blest; they who heed it not shall
be destroyed. Men can ignore,
belittle, distort,and deny thework
of the prophetsonly totheir own
destruction.

Weandthework alotted to
us come directly within the pur-
view of thework of the prophets.
Thereforeit is of utmost impor-
tance that we take heed to the
word of prophecy as it iswrit-
ten: “We have also amore sure
word of prophecy; whereunto
ye do well that ye take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your
hearts; knowing thisfirst, that
no prophecy of the scriptureis
of any privateinterpretation. For
the prophecy camenot intheold
timeby thewill of man; but holy
men of God spake as they were
moved by theHoly Spirit’ (2 Pet.
1:19-21). [ |
SERMON....

(Continued frompage 17)

spoken this afternoon, that Thy
Holy Spirit may use them to
bring them to the hearts of
each one of us, convicting us of
those things where we need
conviction, and Father, we pray
that this conviction will bring
us then through repentance to
Thee and asking Thee for for-
giveness. In Jesus Name weask
it, Amen! [ ]
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