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Are Bible Miracles To Be Performed By the
People of God Today? -- Part One

From time to time through-
out the history of Christianity
there have been waves of the
“divine healing” heresy, and al-
waysit hasbornethe samechar-
acteristicmarks.

For the past eight years my
work has been right in the midst
of it. | believe beyond question
that in the heresy it teaches and
its method of deluding and de-
ceiving hundreds of thousands
of good, sincere, Christian peo-
ple, andtheinroadsitismaking
on Bible-believing people, there
isno heresy today doing greater
injury to the cause of Christ.

It has so much in it that is
sound and scriptural until as a
heresy it isworsethanif it were
more like Christian Science or
Unity or Theosophy, or some
other of the modern “isms.”

We have been forced to
make a thorough study of the
matter and desire to give to our
readers the benefit of whatever
we have found to expose this
delusion and to give Christian
peoplewho believe the Word of
God a good, solid foundation
upon which to stand.

The History of Bible
Miracles

| believedl theBible. | be-

By Louis Entzminger

lieve what it teaches about
miraclesand theHoly Spirit and
| am seeking by the aid of the
Holy Spirit, who isthe author of
it, to present it honestly and
fairly in preaching this series
of sermons. It isnot my purpose
to attack anybody’s Christian-
ity. There are agreat many sin-
cere, earnest people who love
God and want to do the right
things, but they are being
greatly deceived today about
this matter. Some of them are
preachers.

| would not say anything
derogatory to their faith, but |
do know this divine healing
meatter has been turned into a
mockery and racket, thatin
many places many leaders are
doing nothing in the world but
deceiving people and grafting
on the hearts and pocketbooks
of honest people; and | believe
this church and pastor isfore-
ordained and predestinated to
tell this city about it. Not only
arewegoingtotell thetruthfrom
this pulpit, but we are going to
put it into print.

Now | believe in miracles
and beforethisseriesisover you
will have no doubt about the
miracles Godworkstoday.

It is a significant fact that
for the first 2500 years plus of

recorded Scriptural history, no
man performed asinglemiracle.
Not one.
Thefirstmiraclerecordedin
the Bible is the trandation of
Enoch, who walked with God
and was not for God took him.
The second was the judgment
of theflood. The third was the
judgment of God upon the
tower of Babel. The fourth was
the plagues on Pharaoh be-
cause of Sarah, where Abraham
and Sarah like to have gotten

into trouble; but God's grace
took care of it.

Then the smoking furnace
was a miracle, in a way, the
prophecy of the suffering of the
seed of Abraham (Gen. 15).

Thenext miracleisthejudg-
ment on Sodom.

Next the healing of
Abimelech, when Abrahamtold
thesamelietothisheathenking,
and it amost got him intothe

See MIRACLES on page 20)

41t Annual Bible Conference
In Little Rock
October 23-25, 1995

We hope you are planning
to attend our 41st annual Bible
Conference. Thisis an exciting
yearfor ussincewewill bemeet-
inginour new building. Wewill
have been in our facility for 4
months by conferencetime, and
my how God hasblessed us! We
hope you are able to attend.

Conference services will
begin October 23 at 7:00 and
continue through the Wednes-
day night service. Our day ser-
vices will beginat 9:00. Wewill
be serving three meals aday for

our guests starting with supper
Monday night at 5:00 .

This year we have invited
Missionary Roy Dearmore, MD
to speak four times during this
conference. Hewill be speaking
on the Bibleand medical ethics.
There will be anumber of other
fine men of God speaking on
important Biblical subjects. I'm
sure you will be challenged in
your service for God.

The closest motel is the

(See ANNUAL on page 14)
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The Book of Revelation --

Message #32

TheRapture

By M. L. Moser, Editor

[This message on “The
Rapture” was preached Sunday
morning, July 8, 1979, and is
printed “as preached.” Itisone
of a seriesof 113 messageson
the Book of Revelation
preached at the Central Baptist
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas
over aperiodof twoyears, 1979-
1981. Itisour hope to complete
transcribing all of them andto
printtheminthe formof averse-
by-versecommentary. Forthose
who might beinterested, tapes
of these messages are available
fromtheeditor.]

This morning our subject
will be “The Rapture.” This
evening, the Lord willing, our
message will deal with the first
eleven verses of this chapter as
we look at the Vision of the
Throne, the vision that John
had of the throne in heaven.

We only want to read one
verse now and that is verse
one of chapter 4. “After this |
looked, and, behold, a door
was opened in heaven: and the
first voice which | heard was
as it were of a trumpet talking
with me; which said, Come up
hither, and | will shew thee
things which must be hereafter”
(Rev.4:1).

Here we find a door men-
tioned in this first verse, and
this is one of three doors we
find mentioned in the Book of
Revelation. You will notice in
chapter three and verse 8 we
have an open door mentioned.
“1 know thy works: behold, |
have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it:
for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name” (Rev. 3:8).

When we were studying
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the Church of Philadelphia we
remarked about the fact that this
open door represented and sig-
nifiedthedoor of opportunity for
great missionary activity., and
that the church of Philadelphia
represented the period of the
most active missionary work in
thehistory of theNew Testament
church. We also learned that
only theL ord canopen, and only
the Lord can shut this door.

Then we found a second
door in this third chapter, this
oneinverse 20. “Behold, | stand
at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open
the door, | will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he
withme’ (Rev. 3:20).

This is a picture showing
theLord Jesus Christ on theout-
side of Hischurch knocking and
asking entranceinto Hischurch.
We showed you that this church
of Laodiceais representative of
the churches of the last days
immediately preceding the Sec-
ond Coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that the magjority of
churches of the last days are
going to be like this church of
Laodicea, rich and increased
with goods, having need of
nothing, asfar asmaterial things
are concerned, but spiritually
poverty-stricken, naked, blind
and really with nothing at al. A
name but nothing more, and the
Lord, having been pushed to the
outside as the world was admit-
ted to the inside. This church of
the last daysis much like atrue
church of the Lord that has
reached that state to where the
Lord has simply been pushed to
the outside, and now Heison
the outside knocking and seek-
ing admittance into His own
church.

The third door that wefind
is here in this first verse of the
fourth chapter. Thisisthe open
door of heaven. This represents
theRapture. TheRapture, or this
open door, is seen by the
words “come up hither.” The
Rapture is something that | be-

lieve more people are aware of
today than ever before. They are
beginning to think about it more
s0. Morebooksarebeingwritten
about the Second Coming of the
Lord.

May | warn you that you be
careful of what book you read
about this, because somemay be
good, but some may be bad.
Some may have alittle truth in
them, but havemucherror within
them to go along with the little
truth. Therefore, it behoovesyou
to be very careful of what books
you read and particularly as we
think about these booksthat are
so prevaent today relativeto
the Second Coming of the Lord.

Now the Rapture. | want to
look atitforjustamoment. If you
go to Webster's Dictionary to
get a definition, Webster
definesthe word “to transport
with joy; the act of seizing and
carrying away; carrying away to
sublimehappiness.” Thisisusu-
ally what we think of when we
think about the Rapture. Wetalk
about an experience as being a
"rapturous experience." By that
wemean that experiencesimply
just filled our hearts with joy.
The Rapture then is a time of
great rejoicing. Itisatimewhen
believers, those who are saved,
are to be caught up off of this
earth to be carried into heaven
itself, and this is why it is
referredtoas“theRapture.” Itis
all of these things that Webster
says. Thereisthe act of seizing
and carrying away; that is Jesus
Christ is going to return to this
earth, He is going to seize or
capture and carry away all of
thosethat are saved; all of those
that belong to Him.

It also involves “to trans
port with joy,” because for that
believer, that moment in time
when Jesus comes to this earth
and catches away those who are
saved, it will beatimeof great
joy for the child of God, for it
means that he will be leaving

(See RAPTURE on page 16)
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Prophecies of Messiah

Many observant Jews be-
lieve in a coming Messiah.
However, a good question to
ponder is, “How would one
recognize Him if He were to
come today?’ The answer is
found only in the pages of
the Scriptures, where many
prophecies were given about
the coming of the Messiah.

God can usetheseversesto
touch Jewish hearts. | am sure
that many of you know that it
was through the study of proph-
ecies and their fulfillment that
our late founder, Dr. Jacob
Gartenhaus, came to believe in
Jesus Christ.

M essiah Described

Centuries before He was
to be born, Christ’s birth and
career, suffering and glory,
wereal givenin detail and out-
lineintheJewishBible. Christis
the only person ever seen on
planet earth whose ancestry,
forerunner, birthplaceand birth-
manner, infancy, manhood,
teachings, character, preaching,
reception, rejection, death, burial,
resurrection and ascension were
al clearly pre-written in very
great detail before Hewasborn!

No one knew five hundred
years ago that Shakespeare was
going to be born, nor 250 years
ago that Napoleon was to be
born. “Yet in the Jewish Bible
we have a most striking and
unmistakable likeness of aMan
portrayed , not by just one, but
by twenty or twenty-five artists,
none of whom had ever seenthe
Man they al were painting,”
wrote Canon Dyson Hague.

Who were the Jewish pro-
phets writing about? They were
all talking about the coming
Messiah, Jesus. We can lead a

By Henry A. Benach

Jewish friend to recognize Him
by using Old Testament proph-
ecies and the New Testament
fulfillments.

Prophecies Fulfilled

Below isahelpful list. The
first verses are from the Jewish
Scriptures, and then the fulfill-
ment in the New Covenant is
given.

1. He would be the seed of
thewoman, not man. (Gen. 3:15;
Gd.4:4)

2. He would be the seed of
Abraham. (Gen. 22:18; Heb. 2:16)

3. Hewasthe Star of Jacob.
(Num.24:17; Rev.22:16)

4. From the tribe of Judah.
(Gen.49:10; Lk.3:33)

5. Heir to David's throne.
(1sa.9:7; Lk. 1:32-33)

6.BorninBethlehem. (Mic.
5:2;Lk.2:4-5,7)

7. Time of Hisbirth. (Dan.
9:25;Lk.2:1-2)

8.Bornofavirgin. (Isa. 7:14;
Lk.1:26-27,30-31.

9. Cdlledout of Egypt. (Hos.
11:1;Mt.2:15)

10. Given a special Name.
(Isa. 7:14; Mt. 1:22-23)

11. When Hewould appear.
(Dan.9:25; Gal. 4:4)

12. Hisforerunner. (1sa. 40:3;
Mt.3:3)

13.Hisfamily.(Psm.132:11;
Acts11:22-23)

14. Willingness of His ser-
vice. (Psm.40:6,8; 1sa. 50:5; Heb.
10:7-9)

15. His absolute poverty.
(Isa.53:2; Lk.9:58)

16. Character of Hisminis-
try.(Isa.61:1-2; Lk.4:18-19)

17. Ministry beginning in
Gdlilee. (Isa. 9:12; Mt.4:12-16)

18.Hismeekness. (Isa. 42:2;
Mt.12:15-16,19)

19. Histendernessand com-
passion. (Isa. 40:11; Mt. 12:15,
)

20. His steadfast purpose.
(1sa.50:7; Lk.9:51)

21. His intensity and zeal.
(Psm.69:9;Jn.2:17)

22.Hismiracles. (Psm. 35:5;
Mt. 11:4-6)

23. His anointing by the
Spirit. (Isa. 11:2; Acts10:38)

24. His betrayal for thirty
pieces of silver. (Zech. 11:13;
Mt.26:15)

25.Riding into Jerusalem
on an ass. (Zech. 9:9; Lk.
19:35)

26. Scattering of His dis-
ciplesat His crucifixion. (Zech.
13:7;Mt.26:31)

27.Hisrgjection. (Isa. 53:3;
Mt.26:67)

28. Hissorrows. (Isa. 53:3;
Mt.26:37)

29. Marring of His visage.
(Isa.52:14;n.19:1)

30. His back scarred. (Isa.
50:6;Jn.19:1)

31.Hisbeing spituponinthe
face. (Isa. 50:6; Mk. 14:65)

32. Hands and feet being
nailed. (Psm. 22:16; Jn. 19:34-
%)

33. His face smitten. (Mic.
5:1;Mt.27:30)

34. Side pierced. (Zech.
12:10; Jn.19:36)

35. Bones preserved. (Psm.
34:20; Jn.19:36)

36. From David' shouse. (2
Sam.7:12-13;Gal. 3:16)

37. Was to be a shepherd.
(1s2.40:11; In. 10:11-16)

38. WastobeaKing. (Zech.
9:9;Jn.18:33,37)

39. Rejected by Hispeople.
(Psm.69:8;Jn.1:11)

40. Hated by His people.
(1sa.49:7; In. 15:24-25).

41. Hissufferings. (Isa. 50:6;
Mt. 26:67)

42. Subgtitutionary death.

(Isa.53:5; 1 Pet. 2:24-25)

43. Diedwithtransgressors.
(Isa.53:9; Mk. 15:28)

44, God' spunitiveactinHis
death. (Isa.53:10; 2Cor.5:21)

45. Words He spoke on the
cross. (Psm. 22:1; Mt. 27:46)

46. Shepherd dying. (Zech.
13:7; Mt.26:46)

47. Parting of Hisgar-ments.
(Psm.22:18; n.19:23)

48. Lotscastfor Hisvesture.
(Psm.22:18; n.19:23)

49. His utter helplessness.
(Psm.22:14-15;2Cor. 13:4)

50. Taunt of His enemies.
(Psm.22:8; Lk.23:35)

51. Intensity of His death.
((Psm.69:21; Jn. 19:28)

52. He was given vinegar.
(Psm.69:21; Jn. 19:29)

53. Hispropheticoffice. (Dt.
18:15; Acts3:22)

54. Hisbodily resurrection.
(Psm.16:9-11; Acts2:27-31)

55. Hisintercession for the
others.(I1sa.53:12; Lk. 23:34)

56. His ascension. (Psm.
68:18; Acts1:9)

57.Internmentwithrich. (Isa.
53:9; Mt.27:57)

58. A Priest after theorder of
Meélchizedek. (Psm. 110:4; Heb.
5:5-6)

59. Hedler of brokenhearted.
(Isa. 61:1-2;Lk.4:18-19)

60. His triumphal entry.
(Zech.9; Mk.11:7-11)

61. Betrayal by a friend.
(Psm.41:9; Lk.22:47-48)

62. Messiah of Isragl. (Isa
11:10; Rev.19:11-16)

63. Glory as Messiah. (Isa.
63:1;Rev.19:11-16)

64. Messiah asKing. (Psm.
2:6-9;Rev.19:15)

65. Submission of nationsto
Him. (Isa. 2:4; Rev.12:4)

66. The Gentiles will seek
Israd’ sMessiah. (Isa. 11:10; Rom.
11:25).

If accepted, these will help
your Jewish friend to begin to
see that the only Onewho ful-
fills al of these is Yeshua Ha
Maschiah, Jesus the Messiah.
—The EverlagtingNation. ]
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“Christian, Whom Should You
Marry?”

By H. Frank Fort

Before we begin thedis
cussion of this subject, let me
say that | fully realizethat there
is nothing in the least pretty
about this message. In fact, |
shall berather blunt and straight
to the point, and the language
employed will be such that you
cannot fail to understand ex-
actly what is meant. God being
my witness, no effort whatever
shall be made to please anyone
but God Himself.

First, | want to read three
verses of Scripture that clearly
set forth the responsibility
which rests on the head of the
house, and which show beyond
any shadow of adoubt whois
the head of the house according
to God' sWord. Turnwithmeto
1Samud 3:11-13:

“And the Lord said to
Samuel, Behold | will doathing
in Israel, a which both the ears
of every one that heareth it
shall tingle. In that day | will
perform against Eli all things
which | have spoken concern-
ing his house: when | begin, |
will alsomakeanend. For | have
told him that | will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity
which he knoweth; because his
sons made themselves vile, and
he restrained them not.”

Hereweseeamanwhowas
responsible for his house, but
who went on hisway giving no
heed to the instructions of God
as to how to conduct his house;
and when “his sons made
themselves vile, he restrained
them not.” God says for this
reason I'll do a thing that will
make the ears of al that hear it
tingle. For “I will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity
which he knoweth.” My! what
a responsibility rests upon ev-
ery husband and upon every fa

ther. God has promised that
“whatsoever aman soweth, that
shall healsoreap” (Gal.6:7),and
we can be certain of this one
thing — whatever God has said
on any subject, it will be exactly
asHesaid. That being true, then
according to the seed you are
sowing, what will your harvest
be?

And now to our message
itself — “Christian, whom shall
you marry?’ Hebrews 13:4 tells
us that “Marriage is honour-
ableinall.” Thefirst institution
placed on this earth by God
Himself after He created man
was the home. He ordained that
it should be so, and He has
promised His blessings on any
home conducted according to
the pattern set forth in His
Word. Furthermore, the Word
of God says that “what there-
fore God hath joined together,
let no man put asunder” (Mt.
19:6).

We have some people to-
day who are so piously reli-
gious that they forbidthemin-
istry to marry, but God's Word
says “marriage is honourable
in al.” Concerning this crowd
the Word of God foretold
that that very thing would be
true in the last days. Turnto 1
Timothy 4:1-3: “Now the Spirit
speaketh expresdly, that in the
latter times some shall depart
from the faith ... forbidding to
marry.” Now if “forbidding to
marry” is a departure from the
faith, then we can know of a
surety that true faith sanctions
marriage. God says“ marriageis
honourableinall,” and | believe
it.

Now let us note a few
things necessary to a happy
marriage and one that God will
bless.

I. Compatibility of the Union:

1Corinthians7:2says, “Let
every man have his own wife,
and let every woman have her
own husband.” But the Word
of God aso says, “Can two
walk together except they be
agreed?’ (Amos3:3). Againin2
Corinthians 6:14, “Be not un-
equally yoked together with
unbelievers. for what fellowship
hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with
darkness?’

How can you expect to be
happy together if oneisachild
of God and knows the Truth,
but the other has no concern
whatever for the things of the
Lord? You know exactly what
the result will be before you
marry him— why not take heed
and save yourselvesthe disaster
of a broken home and broken
hearts?

Il. The Man the Head of the
House:

Genesis18:17,19: “Andthe
Lord said, Shall | hide from
Abraham that thing which | do:
For I know himthat hewill com-
mand his children and his
household after him ...."” It has
always been the purpose of God
down through the ages that the
man should be the head of the
house and that theresponsibility
for bringing that house up in
the way of the Lord should rest
entirely upon the man. Oh, what
a responsibility — and how
most of the things calling them-
selves “men” are shunning it!
You say, “Oh, the wife does all
the church going.” Y ou turn ev-
erything over to your wife. Any
religious instruction that your
children may happen to get,
your wifetakes care of that. Yes,
thewifedoesyour church going
— but there is one thing that
your wife won't do for you.
You'll goto hell for yourself —

she won't go there for you.

A. The two-fold responsi-
bility of thefather:

1. Genesis 9:7: “Beyefruit-
ful and multiply.” But that isn’t
al.

2. Ephesians 6:4 says,
“and, ye fathers, provoke not
your childrentowrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

B. The relationship of the
husband to the wife:

Ephesians5:23, 25: “Forthe
husbandisthehead of thewife...
husbands, love your wives.”
God here commands every
husband to love hiswife. Some
of you would come around
though and say that you just
can't love her any more — you
thought you did love her when
you married her, but you just
can’'tloveher now. That'sjust a
lie — God commands every
husband to love his wife, and
God never did command a per-
son to do something he
couldn’t’ do. The trouble in
about nine cases out of every
ten is that you would rather
love someother man’ swifethan
your own.

God has placed you head
over your wife, but instead of
that meaning that you are to
browbeat her and serve as aty-
rant, He says that you are to
“love” her. Youdidloveher be-
fore you got her to marry you
and you saw to it that she knew
that you loved her, but what
about now? Had you mani-
fested your love for her then as
you do now, do you suppose
you would have ever won her?

C The relationship of the
husband to his children.

1Timothy 3:4:“...havinghis
children in subjection with all
gravity.” Do you have your
children in subjection with all
gravity, or have they “grown
up” and gotten completely out
of your hand? When theywere
small and at the age that their

(See FORT on page 5)
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FORT...
(Continued from page 4)

thinking could be molded, did
you bring them up inthe nurture
and admonition of the Lord, or
did you let them go until now
you can't do anything with
them?My! how I'd hateto bein
the shoes of someof thefathers
of our land. | come back again
with the Word of the Eternal
God to say that “Whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also
reap.”
Do you let your wife and
your girls run around half na-
ked?Why, it hasactually gotten
to the place where adecent man
can seldom go to a house with-
out being embarrassed by some
half-nakedwoman comingtothe
door. Oh yes, yes, you jump
back behind the door when you
see it is your minister and you
try to act asthough you are em-
barrassed— oh, yes, | know you
wouldn’t think of being seen
on the street in your shorts, you
just clean house in them be-
cause they are so nice and cool.
The only thing about that is that
it'salie. You do let yourself be
seen. Husbands, why don’t you
exert your God-given right and
put some clothes on your wife
and on your daughters? | just
don't mind telling you that if
you husbands and fathers that
aremembersof the Berean Bap-
tist Church don’'t do under God
what you ought to do in this
respect, if the deacons don’'t
see that you are excluded, I'll
personally make the motion.
Why, not aone of you were
not absolutely horrified here
only three or four weeks ago
when that sex maniac took those
four littlegirlsright over herein
Stude Park. Don’t misunder-
stand me, I'm in no way up-
holding the man in what he did,
but you parentsallow your little
girls to parade around practi-
cally naked on the beach and in
the parksand swimming pools.
In the name of high heaven,

what do you expect? You put a
half-nude girl or woman before
an unconverted reprobate and it
will just naturally bring out the
brutethat isin him.

Do you want your children
to grow up in the steps of some
old harlot? Well then, why do
you let them watch the old hags
on the screen — why do you
take them to see such stuff? Do
you think for one minute that |
want little Frankie Leetogrow
up to admire and act like some
hag that has been married a
dozentimes?Doyouthink that |
want her to watch them as they
drink their highballs and rotten-
gut liquors, as they smoke their
cigarettes, asthey show nothing
but hate and contempt for the
Lord and Savior | love and wor-
ship? | tell you no!! But hereis
what | do want — I'd have her
grow up like the godly mother
she has, and | don’t care who
knowsit. AslongasFrankieLee
isin my house, | intend to dis-
charge the responsibility that
God has given me as a father.
What are you doing about
yours?

[11. Now let us see what the
Word of God has to say about
thewife:

A.Ephesians5:3:“...andthe
wife see that she reverence her
husband.”

B.1Peter3:1:“Likewise ye
wives, be in subjection to your
own husbands.”

C. Titus 2:4-5: “That they
may teach the young women to
be sober, to love their husbands,
to love their children, to be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at home,
good, obedient to their own
husbands.”

When God spoketoJacobin
Genesis 35:1-3 and told him to
“Ariseand go up to Bethel,” did
Jacob understand Him to mean
for him to go alone? The record
says that “God said unto
Jacob,” but what did Jacob un-
derstand the Lord to mean? Let
us read the next two verses and
see: “Then Jacob said unto his

household, and to all that were
with him, Put away the strange
godsthat are among you, and be
clean, and changeyour garments:
And let us arise, and go up to
Bethel; and | will maketherean
altar unto God.”

Again, Exodus10:8-9when
Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron
to “go, serve the Lord your
God,” what was their reply?
“And Moses said, “We will go
with our young and with our
old, with our sons and with our
daughters.”

Again,inEzra8:21weseea
man of God as he assumes the
responsibility of afather and as
the head of hishouse. Ezrasays,
“Then | proclaimed afast there,
at the river of Ahava, that we
might afflict ourselves before
our God, to seek of him aright
way for us, and for our little
ones, and for all our substance.”
What about you fathers? Do
you say to your wife and chil-
dren, “let us arise, and go up to
Bethel?’ or do you ssimply send
them — if they go at all?Are
you not concerned about the
fact that your sons and daugh-
tersmay beontheir way to hell?
Then, what are you doing about
it? Oh, may God help usto see
and to assume our responsibil-
ity as husbands and wives, and
as fathers and mothers.

Young lady and young
man, you certainly intend to
marry some day, it is only
natural that you should. God
has so constructed us that we
should desire the love and com-
panionship of another and that
we should anticipatethejoy and
blessings of a home together,
but what about the one whom
you select as your mate? Y oung
girl, isthat young man you in-
tendtomarry onewhoiscapable
and willing to assume the place
God has ordained that he
should? There is so much in-
volved in marriage; not only the
couple are involved, but there
will be children, for God pur-
posed that there should be. But

what about that young man? Is
he a Christian boy who loves
the Lord and who will instruct
your children in the way of
righteousness? Is he one that
will solive beforeyour children
that hisvery lifewill point them
to “the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the
world?’ Or is he one that will
leaveall the Christianity toyou?
Don't fool yourself into believ-
ingthat you' Il beabletowinhim
after you are married, for if you
aren't able to causehimto see
his need of a Savior while heis
wooing and courting you, you
can just put it down that you'll
certainly not be abletowin him
after he gets you. You'll have
only unhappiness and heart-
break in store for you.

Y oung man, what about that
girl you expect to take as your
bride, to be the mother of your
children? Is she one who will
take the queenly place God has
prepared for her according to
Titus 2:4-5? Oh that you'll ear-
nestly take heed to God’ s Word
in selecting your mate; other-
wise, you can expect nothing
short of abroken home and bro-
ken hearts. God has promised
His blessings on the home
founded on His Son and con-
ducted according to His Word
— but upon none other. What
kind of a home do you want?l

RecipeFor Child
Raising

1 cup Proverbs22:6

2 Tablespoons Proverbs
1918

Dash Proverbs23:13

Pinch Ephesians6:4

1 teaspoon Proverbs 3:5

1/2 cupTitus2:3-7

Mix all the ingredients,
add a pound of persistence,
one cup of love, and whip
until right consistency.

This recipe is recom-
mended by the Creator of
mankind.
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Battered Pastors

(From Baptist Record)

Thom S. Rainer, in Giant
Awakenings, calsit a“scandal
of the American church.” You
can fight secularism and com-
munism, but how do you fight
with your own people? Y ou ex-
pect persecution from the world
but persecution can come today
from those in your own house.

Recently | read aletter from
a pastor in another state. He
said, “I resigned today. About
three weeks ago | encouraged
one of our leading membersto
be more faithful to teaching his
Sunday School class. Deer
hunting, fishing trips, etc., kept
him out often. | could tell he
didn'tlikeit. A week later | was
informed by the personnel com-
mittee to seek another place.”

One pastor took asurvey
on what his deacons expected
of the pastor. To satisfy the
group he needed to spend 14
hoursaweek in prayer, 18 hours
in sermon preparation, 10 hours
in outreach visitation, 10 hours
in counseling, 15 hoursin hos-
pital and home visitation, five
hours in church meetings, 10
hours in worship services/
preaching, and four hours in
other activities — for atotal of
114 hours per week.

Attitudes toward the pastor
vary from “after all, that’s what
we pay him for” to those who
view their pastor asan equipper.
He is not some spiritual super-
man but afellow believer —for-
given, and called intothismin-
istry. He isnotthe CEOwhois
to manage a business, but the
undershepherd of the flock.

Anestimated 10% of al pas-
torsaresaidto besuffering some
persecution by fellow church
members. It may be because
church members fail to under-
stand the role of the pastor of a
personality conflict. There are
biblical principles to guide us

in settling conflicts and misun-
derstandings. We need to seek
these principles ere the gentle
wind becomesagale.

A case could also be stated
for “battered churches” but that
is another story. “Feed the
flock” not “fleece the flock” is
the biblical admonition. Inyour
church, who prays for the pas-
tor?

It is sad to speak about
such things when the majority
of our churchesarein good fel-
lowship with their pastor and
with each other. How pleasant it
isto seeachurch where the pas-
tor loves his people and the
people love their pastor. The
principle of love as expressed
in 1 Corinthians 13 can bring a
new spirit of service and sacri-
fice. Itisnot tobe*” battered” but
“blessed” in our quest for the
kingdom.— Editoria intheMis-
sissippi Baptist Record. ]

The Raising of
Godly Children

By Brian Withrow

Wetmor e Baptist Church,
Wetmore, CO

One of the greatest con-
cerns of godly parents is the
raising of godly children. With
all of the pressures, influences
and temptations that affect
children’s lives today, thisis a
monumental task. The Word of
God has alot to say concerning
this area of parental responsi-
bility. All Christian parentswant
to see their children grow into
good, responsible, moral adults
and by the grace of God at
some point become Christians,
but this does not always hap-
pen. Just because mom and dad
are godly does not guarantee
that their children will be godly,
but there are some Bible princi-
pals, that if followed, will bring
thechildtoaplaceof decisionin
their lives. The Word of God is
very clear as to what parents

need to provide for their chil-
dren to help them grow in the
knowledge of God and mature.

Training. Proverbs 22:6
says, “Train up a child inthe
way he should go: and when he
isold, hewill not depart fromit.”
Children needtraining. Thereis
a lot involved in training such
as, teaching. Children needto
be taught the Word of God, not
just by the pastor or Sunday
School teacher but by mom and
dad. Thereshould beatimepro-
vided in the home, when the
family comes together and has
devotions from the Bible. Par-
ents need to take the Word of
God and apply it to their
children’slives.

Trainingalsoinvolvestime.
Spiritual training takes quality
time. Parentsmaketimefor tel evi-
sion, books, newspaper, job,
hobbies, clubs and friends but
forget about their children. One
of the highest priorities in a
parents schedule should be to
spend time with their child and
timeinspiritual training.

Tough Disciplinealsoneeds
to be provided by momand dad.
Proverbs 23:13-14 says, “ With-
holdnot correctionfromthechild:
for if thou beatest him with the
rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt
beat him with the rod, and shalt
deliver hissoul fromhell.” Chil-
dren must be taught right from
wrong and have boundaries set
intheir lives. They needtounder-
standthat if they gobeyondthose
set boundaries there are conse-
guences for their actions. The
Bible says the main conse-
guence is a spanking (Read
Prov. 13:24; 19:18; 22:150. The
Bibledoesn't talk about ground-
ing or taking away their televi-
sion or telephone. It does not
mention time-outs or setting a
child in the corner as aform of
discipline. A parent may use
some of these various methods
fromtimetotimebut theBibleis
very clear that if a parent loves
their child, they will confront
their disobedience and spank

them. Disciplineis so important
in the home, because before a
child can be saved they must
realizethey areasinner and that
there is a conseguence for sin.

Tender Love. Parents not
only need to provide tough dis-
cipline but also tender love.
Psalms 127:3 saysthat children
are a heritage, a reward from
God. Paul saysin Ephesians 6:4
they are to be nurtured and ad-
monished and all of this spells
love. Children need to be shown
they are loved and told they are
loved by mom and dad.

A TrueTestimony needsto
be set before a child. Children
don’t need to see hypocrites in
the home. They need to see a
Christianmom and dad wholive
what they say they believe. They
need to seereal faithin God and
real devotionto God lived outin
the home. They need to see that
Christianity isnot just a Sunday
thing but a conviction that is
lived every day in their parents
lives. Childrenwill dowhat mom
and dad do, not what they say.

Thorough Prayer. Parents
also need to provide thorough
prayer for their children. 1
Thessalonians 5:17 reads “ Pray
without ceasing.” God invites
each Christianto comeboldly to
Histhronetoobtainmercy andto
find grace in time of need. Cer-
tainly parents need God's help
and God's grace to raise their
children right and to provide a
proper homefor them.

Tremendous Faith. Finaly
a parent needs tremendous
faith to raise a family. Romans
14:23 says, “for whatsoever is
not of faith is sin.” Parents
need to providethetraining, the
tough discipline, the tender
love, the testimony, and the
thorough prayer and have faith
that God will dotherest. Parents
must place their children in the
hands of God. Simply turning
them over to Him. Trusting that
Hewill work in their lives. God
always does what is good and
what isright. ®
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Why | Left The Methodists

By George R. Reynolds

| cite your attention to two
passages of Scripture, namely:
“Let every man be fully per-
suaded in hisown mind” (Rom.
14:5) and “ Be ready always to
give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meek-
nessandfear” (1 Pet. 3:15).

Let us notice my subject,
especialy the word left. This
word is past tense of leave, and
means to take leave of, or to
withdraw oneself from; to go
away or depart from; to desert;
to forsake; hence, to give up, or
to cease from; thus, the word
leave signifies an act of depar-
ture.

As the subject indicates, |
left the Methodists. Thefirst ten
years of my converted life, and
thefirst sevenyearsof my minis-
try were spent among these
lovely people. And they are a
likable and lovely folk. | might
addthat | amstill grateful toGod
for many warm and choice
friends among these people
withwhom | wasformerly num-
bered. Therefore, inthisarticle, |
desire to heed the Word of God
by “speaking the truth in love”
(Eph. 4:15). For “the servant of
the Lord must not strive; but be
gentleunto al men, apt to teach,
patient; in meeknessinstructing
those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give
them repentancetotheacknowl-
edging of the truth. And that
they may recover themselves
out of thesnare of thedevil, who
are taken captive by him at his
will” (2Tim.2:24-26).

In one brief essay, it would
be impossible for me to name,
muchlessdiscuss, al of thedoc-
trinal reasons that prompted me
to go from the Methodiststo the
Baptists. Therefore, | will be

constrained to limit myself to
the major doctrina differences
between these two religious
groups.

First, many Methodists be-
lievethatitispossiblefor achild
of God tobeentirely sanctified
in this life, and live above or
without sin upon this earth.

Baptists teach that the
saved person has two natures.
The presence of these two na-
tures explain why a converted
individual may sin.

The greatest Apostle said:
“For theflesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the
one to the other: so that ye can-
not do the things that ye would”
(Gal. 5:17). This shows why
people do not live above sin.
“Ourselvesalso, which havethe
first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting for the adoption,
to-wit, the redemption of our
body” (Rom. 8:23). “So Christ
was once offered to bear the
sinsof many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto
salvation” (Heb. 9:28). “ For our
conversation isin heaven; from
whence aso we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall changeour vile body,
that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, accord-
ing totheworking whereby heis
able even to subdue al things
untohimself” (Phil. 3:20-21).

The saved people are not
urged to sin, and yet, if they do
sin, then they have an Advocate
with the Father. “My little chil-
dren, these things write | unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate
withtheFather, JesusChrist the
righteous’ (1n.2:1).“Ifwewould

judge ourselves, we should not
be judged. But when we are
judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be
condemned with the world”
(1Cor. 11:31-32). “If weconfess
our sins, he isfaithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unright-
eousness’ (1Jn. 1.9).

Second, most Methodists
believe that after a person has
been saved by the grace of God,
that it is possible for this indi-
vidual to so apostatizefrom God
astofinally belostin hell.

Baptists believe in the eter-
nal security of the saved soul,
or in “Once saved, always
saved.” They do not think that
a child of God can ever be lost.
No person saved by grace will
ever goto hell. Thisgreat soul-
comforting doctrine is abun-
dantly taught in the Word of
God. In fact, there is so much
Scripture on this subject, that |
hardly know where to start with
this study.

Jesussaid: “Verily verily, |
say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed
from death untolife” (dn. 5:24).
Paul said: “There is therefore
now no condemnation to them
whicharein Christ Jesus’ (Rom.
8:1). Notice the promise of the
Savior: “And | give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never
perish” (Jn. 10:28). Could lan-
guage be stronger? The Apostle
Peter said that we: “ Are kept by
the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be re-
vealedinthelasttime’ (1Pet. 1.5).
Jude thinks that God is able to
keep the saved. Listen to his
words: “Now unto him that is

able to keep you fromfalling,
and to present you faultless be-
fore the presence of his glory
withexceedingjoy” (Jude24).

The Psalmist said: “The
Lord loveth judgment, and
forsaketh not his saints; they
are preserved forever” (Psm.
37:28). The Apostle said: “And
the Lord shall deliver me from
every evil work, and will pre-
serve me unto his heavenly
kingdom” (2Tim.4:18).“ | know
whom | have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to
keep that which | have commit-
teduntohim” (2Tim. 1:12).

Third, most membersof the
Methodist congregations be-
lievein and practicethe baptism
of infant children.

Baptists do not baptize any
one except a penitent, trusting
believer in Christ. Thisexplains
why they do not endorse, nor
practice the baptism of infants.

TheNew Testament teaches
believers baptism, and noother.
Jesus, inthe Great Commission,
said: “Goyetherefore, andteach
all nations, baptizingtheminthe
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have com-
manded you: and, o, | am with
you aways, even unto the end
of theworld” (Mt. 28:19-20). Our
Christian beliefs and practices
must be in harmony with, and
find support in the Great Com-
mission of our Lord. This com-
mission is also stated in Mark
16:15-16; Luke 24:46-48; John
20:21-23. According to Mat-
thew, thefollowersof Christ are
to:

1.Go.

2. Teach al nations.

(See WHY on page 8)
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3. Baptizethetaught, or be-
lievers.

4. Teach the baptized to ob-
serve all things commanded.

Matthew’s “teach all na-
tions’ is given in the margin
“make disciples, or Christians
of al nations.” Scofield has it
“discipleal nations.” The R.V.
rendersthis passage, “makedis-
ciples of al the nations.” The
idea is “Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of al the na-
tions.”

There is no support for in-
fant baptism in the New Testa-
ment Scriptures. This practice
rests upon inference; is there-
forenon-Scriptural, anddestroys
the voluntary element in reli-
gion.

Infant baptism is contrary
to the spirit and wording of the
Great Commission. Believers
baptism is obligatory upon the
followersof Jesus Christ and we
are not to suit our own con-
science in this sacred rite; but
adhere to what our Lord has
commanded! The Lordship of
Jesus requires loyalty to Him
in all matters of faith and prac-
ticel

TheBaptist positiononNew
Testament baptism harmonizes
with the ideas contained in the
Great Commission.

We do somethingsin order
to get results; wetake medicine
in order to recover from an ill-
ness. On the other hand, we do
some things as aresult; we give
areceipt in order to show that a
debt is paid. Baptists baptize
people, not in order to save
them or even to help save them;
but because they are already
saved by faith in Christ!

Baptism presents several
great truths: First — Historical
Christianity; the death, burial
and resurrection of our Lord;
Second — Experimental Chris-
tianity; theindividual experience
of the believer, once dead in

sin, but now alivethrough faith
in Jesus Christ, and rising from
thewaters of baptismtowalk as
a new creature in Christ; Third
— Prophetic Christianity; the
Christian’ shopeof theresurrec-
tion of hisbody from the grave.

Fourth, whenever any per-
son desiresto be baptized in the
Methodist church, he may have
his choice of either of three
modes of baptism, that is sprin-
kling, pouring orimmersion.

Baptistsinsist that baptism
isby immersion, and by immer-
sion only. New Testament
churches have two ordinances,
namely baptism, and the Lord's
Supper. The beauty and sim-
plicity of those two sacred
ordinances draw men to Christ.

New Testament baptismhas
four essential elements. These
are;

1. A Scriptural Subject—a
penitent believer in Christ.

2. A Scriptural act—immer-
sioninwater.

3. A Scriptural design or
purpose — the picturing of the
death, burial, and resurrection of
our Lord.

4. A Scriptura administrator
— aNew Testament church.

Baptism, in apostolic times,
was always performed by im-
mersion. “And he commanded
thechariottostandstill: andthey
went down both into the water,
both Philip and the Eunuch; and
he baptized him. And when they
were come up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, that the Eunuch saw
him no more: And hewent onhis
wayrejoicing” (Acts8:38-39).

Fifth, the Methodist people
haveavague and indefinitecon-
ception about the origin of the
church. They confuseit withthe
Old Testament customs and
practices. And some of them go
so far asto assert: “The church
had its beginning in the days of
Abraham, and was perfected in
the days of the Wedleys.”

Baptists hold views about
the church that are not advo-

cated by any other religious
group. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus
Christsaid: “Uponthisrock | will
build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against
it.” Paul tellsusin 1 Corinthians
12:28, “And God hath set some
in the church, first apostles.” In
Luke 6:12-13, weread: “And it
came to pass in those days that
he went out into a mountain to
pray and continued al night in
prayer and of them he chose
twelve, whom aso he named
apostles.” ThusChrist organized
His church in the days of His
flesh, or in the days of His
earthly ministry.

The prophet foretold that
our blessed Lord was to build
His church. We read: “Thus
speaketh the Lord of hosts, say-
ing, Behold the man whose
name is the BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place,
and shall build the temple of the
Lord: Even he shal build the
temple of the Lord; and he shall
bear the glory, and shall sit and
rule upon his throne; and he
shall beapriest upon histhrone;
and the counsel of peace shall
be between them both” (Zech.
6:12-13).

The prophet Isaiah enlight-
ens usastowhotheBRANCH
is,“And thereshall comefortha
rod out of the stem of Jesse, and
aBRANCH shall grow out of his
roots: And the Spirit of the Lord
shall restuponhim” (Isa. 11:1-2).
These two prophecies refer to
Jesus Chrigt, the divine Son of
God. The Spirit of the Lord was
upon Him; Luke 4:18 and John
1:29-34 prove this to be true.
The statements of Paul in 1
Corinthians 1:1-2 and 3:16-17
show that the church is the
temple of theLord. The Apostle
Peter addresses the saved as
being “A spiritual house” in 1
Peter 2:5; and Paul tellsusin 1
Timothy 3:15, that the churchis
thehouse. Thefirst six verses of
the third chapter of the Book of
Hebrewsclearly reveal that Christ
built His own House or church!

Listen to Psalms127:1— “Ex-
cept the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain that build it.”

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus
Christ said: “1 will build my
church.” Did He build His
church?InMatthew 18:15-17,we
find the Savior instructing His
disciplestotell apersonal griev-
ance against a brother to the
church. Question, how could
they “tdll it to the church,” if
therewasno churchtotell it to?
Furthermore, the great Book of
Hebrews speaks of Christ in
these words: “ Saying, | will de-
clarethy nameuntomy brethren,
in the midst of the church will |
sing praise unto thee” (Heb.
2:12). Theonly placeinthe New
Testament where our Lord ever
sang was at the close of the Last
Supper with His disciples (See
Mt. 26:30). Therefore our Lord
established His church before
His crucifixion; before He went
away fromthis earth.

How do weknow that Jesus
Christ set up His church during
the days of His personal minis-
try upon the earth? In Matthew
16:18, He stated that thiswas
oneof thethingsthat Hecameto
do. Before His departure form
this earth, He said that He had
finished Hiswork. In John 17:4,
our blessed Lord said, “I have
finished the work which thou
gavest meto do.”

In the second chapter of
the Book of Acts we find this
church already in existence
and functioning. It has already
been established!

Thus we read, “Then they
that gladly received his word
were baptized; and the sameday
there were added unto them
about three thousand souls.
And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be
saved” (Acts2:41, 47). We add
wood to the fire: we add gas to
our car; we add to our bank ac-
count — “And the Lord added
to the church.”

(See WHY on page 9)
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How could this addition have
occurred if the church was not
herebefore Pentecost? Further-
more, this church waslocal and
visible, and was located in the
city of Jerusalem(SeeActs5:11;
8:1,3).

A Seriptural church con-
sists of theregenerateonly; and
of these, only after they have
been Scripturally baptized upon
apublic profession of their per-
sonal faithin Christ. Webelieve
on the Savior; we confess our
faith, andarebaptized. Theselast
two give us New Testament
churchmembership.

Examine this study of the
church:

1. The Builder was Christ
(Mt.16:13).

2. Its Beginning was in the
daysof the Savior’ searthly min-
istry (1Cor.12:28; Lk.6:12-16).

3. Permanence was prom-
ised this church Mt. 16:18; Eph.
3.21).

4. The characteristics of
thischurch were very marked.

a. A Holy Spirit church
(Acts2:37).

b. Believers baptism only
(Acts18:8).

c. Only the baptized at the
Lord'stable(Acts2:14-42).

d. Congregational govern-
ment (Acts6:5).

The commission outlines
the tremendous task of the
churches, and this is nothing
less than bringing a lost world
back to God.

| believe that the churches
of our Lord should be soul-sav-
ingingtitutions, and lead thelost
to the cross. We must build on
that foundation laid at Calvary.
Wemust allow theHoly Spiritto
guide the churches. We must
maintainour fellowshipwithGod
through constant prayer.

Sixth, since the Methodist
church came out of the Church
of England, and since the
Church of England came out of

Roman Catholicism, therefore
theMethodiststracetheir line of
church succession through the
Catholics. Or in other words,
they believethat New Testament
churches were overcome and
ceased to exist during the dark
ages.

There are two methods of
finding the true church today;
one is by the process of histori-
cal elimination; and the other is
by the doctrinal test.

To be scriptural, churches
must be Apostolic in doctrine
and practice. The churches of
today that most perfectly fit the
New Testament pattern in doc-
trineand policy arethetrue suc-
cessors and counterparts of the
New Testament churches. The
important thing, of which to be
sure, is the Baptists are now in
doctrine and practice the suc-
cessors of the local New Testa-
ment churches. Baptists do not
believe in any Post-Biblical ad-
ditions to the churches of our
Lord. Furthermore, any present
day church or churches whose
history is exhausted before, or
by the time we reach the six-
teenth century, is too young to
be the church founded by our
Lord!

Who founded the Baptist
churches? And what was the
date?

It isour sincere claim that
there have never ceased to be
Baptists since the days of John
the Baptist and Jesus Christ
down to this present time. When
wesay this, wearethinking about
morethanthenameBaptist. The
followersof our Lord have been
caled many names. Many of
theseweregiven by our enemies
in derision. It isnot a name, but
aset of principlesand practices
that the earnest student of
church historylooksfor. Andwe
contend that there have been
people adhering to the doc-
trines and practices of Baptists
through the centuries.

| am going to list severa
quotations from outstanding

church historians:

“l have no question in my
own mind that there has been a
historical succession of the
Baptists from the days of Christ
tothepresenttime” — Dr. John
T Christian.

“Baptists do not, as most
Protestant denominations, date
their origin from the Reforma-
tion of 1520. By means of that
great movement they were
brought out of comparative ob-
scurity into prominent notice.
They didnot, however, originate
with the Reformation; for long
before Luther lived; yea, long
beforetheCatholic Churchitself
was known, Baptists and Bap-
tist churches flourished in Eu-
rope, AsaandAfrica’ —Duncan.

“If thetruthof religionwere
to be judged by the readiness
and cheerfulnesswhichany man
or sect has suffered for it, then
the opinion of no sect can be
surer or truer than the Ana
baptists, since for years past
none have been more cruelly
punished than these people”
— Cardinal Hosius, Catholic.

“Were it not that Baptists
have been grievously tormented
and cut off with the knife these
twelve hundred years, they
would swarm in greater num-
bers than all the reformers” —
Cardina Hosius, Catholic.

“The first century was a
history of the Baptists” —
Mosheim, Lutheran.

“Before the rise of Luther
and Calvin there lay concealed,
inalmostall countriesof Europe,
personswho adhere tenaciously
to the principles of the Dutch
Baptists ... Theoriginof Baptists
is lost in the remote depths of
antiquity” —Mosheim, L utheran.

“The institution of the
Anabaptists is no novelty, but
for thirteen hundred years have
caused great trouble to the
church(Catholic) —Zwingli.

“Of the Baptists it may be
said that they are not reformers.
These peoplecomprising bodies
of Christian believers, known

under variousnamesin different
countries are entirely indepen-
dent of and distinct from the
Roman and Greek (Catholic)
churches, and have an unbroken
continuity of existencefromthe
Apostolic days down through
the centuries. Throughout this
long period they were hitterly
persecuted for heresy; driven
from country to country, dis-
franchised, deprived of their
property, imprisoned, tortured
and dain by the thousands, yet
they swerved not from their
New Testament faith, doctrine
and adherence” — Edinburg
Encyclopedia.

“When Luther blew the
trumpet of religious freedom,
the Baptists came out of their
hiding places to share in the
general gladnessandtakepartin
theconflict. Foryearstheylayin
concealment” — Camp.

“1 should not readily admit
that there was a Baptist church
asfar back as A.D. 100, though
without doubt there were Bap-
tists then as all Christians were
then Baptists’ — Ridpath,
Methodist.

“There are a so reasons for
believing that on the continent
of Europe small hidden socie-
ties, who have the opinions of
the Anabaptists, have existed
from the time of the Apostles’
—Barclay.

“The church at Jerusalem
was a Baptist church, and the
church at Samariawas a Baptist
church” — Alexander Campbell
(founder of the Disciples, or
Christian, or Church of Christ).

“From the Apostalic to the
present time, the sentiments of
Baptists, and their practice of
baptism, have had a continual
chain of advocates and public
monuments of their existencein
every century can be produced”
— Alexander Campbll.

“In the year 1300, and for
several centuries before, al the
citizens of Germany, France,

(See WHY on page 10)
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Spain, England, and Ireland,
withtheexceptionsof afew Bap-
tists, were initiated into what
was then called the church
(Cathalic), as soon as the par-
ents have the rite (Infant Bap-
tism) performed” — Alexander
Campbdl.

“Henceit isthat the Baptist
denomination inall agesandin
all countries has been as abody
the constant asserters of the
rights of man and liberty of con-
science” — Alexander Campbell.

“The Baptists can trace
their origin to the Apostolic
times, and produce unequivocal
testimony of their existence in
every century down to the
present time; and the model of
their peculiaritiesthe Scriptures
themselvesafford” — Alexander
Campbdl.

“The Baptist bodies of to-
day trace their origin as distinct
communities to the Protestant
Reformation. Itisclaimedindeed
that the churches of the Apos-
tolic agewereindoctrine, polity
and ordinances the exact coun-
terpart of Baptist churches to-
day” — Bureau of the Census.

“The Baptists are the only
body of known Christians that
have never symbolized with
Rome” — Newton.

“We have now seen that
the Baptists who were formerly
called Anabaptists, and in later
times Mennonites, were the
original Waldenses, and who
have long in the history of the
church received the honor of
that origin. On this account the
Baptists may be considered as
the only Christian community
which has stood since the days
of the Apostles, and asa Chris-
tian society which has pre-
served pure the doctrines of the
gospel through all ages. The
perfectly correct externa andin-
ternal economy of the Baptist
denomination tends to confirm
thetruth, disputed by theRomish

time goes to refutethe errone-
ous notion of the Catholics that
their denomination is the most
ancient” — Dr. Ypeig, Dutch
Reformed Church.

Seventh, in regard to the
Lord’s Supper, Methodists say
that if apersonis saved, then
that qualifies that individua to
cometotheLord sTable. Tobe
sure, the person coming to the
Memorial Supper ought to be a
Christian, one genuinely con-
verted to God, however, the
New Testament sets forth other
prerequisites in regard to com-
ingtoour Lord’ s Table.

Baptists believe in a re-
stricted Lord’s Supper. This
Memorial Supper wasinstituted
by Jesus asthe head of His bap-
tized disciples, Hischurch. Ac-
cording to the New Testament
baptism always precedes or
comes before the Supper. This
Memorial Supper is limited or
restricted to thebaptized. Christ
gave the Supper to His follow-
ers, His church. Paul writing to
theChurchat Corinth, said: “ For
| have received of the Lord that
whichalsol delivered untoyou”
(1 Cor. 11:23). Thus, we seethat
this Supper was committed to
the church.

“Then they that gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized;
and the same day there were
added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they con-
tinued steadfastly intheapostles
doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread” (Acts 2:41-
42).

1 Corinthians 11:26 says,
“For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’'s death till he
come.” His coming makes us
think of Heaven and Home. ®

Your Purchase of
Challenge PressBooksHelps
The Baptist Challenge

“Thepreacherisgoinghome
with us today,” she said; won't
you go along and help us enter-
tain him?’ What will he think?
What will hesay?Itistragic that
many good Christian people,
through misunderstanding make
the entertainment of apreacher a
task accompanied with uneasi-
ness and worry rather than the
joyful occasion it should be.

Surely the preacher himself
should beallowedto speak onthe
subject. In the following lines |
purpose to set forth some sug-
gestionsthat | sincerely hopewill
help those people who love the
preacher but hatetoentertainhim.

First of al, heisaman and
should betreated assuch. Heisa
member of Adam’ sfallenrace—
asinner saved by the marvelous
graceof God. Y our minister isto
be respected and honored but
not worshiped. Keepinmind that
he isonly aman and it will help
you to feel at ease while heisin
your home.

Second, sincethepreacheris
aman he needs food. Therefore,
buy and borrow all the food you
can — load the table to capacity
and insist that the preacher eat
some of every dish you have
fixed. Thenif hedoesnot readily
respond to your every urge to
“Have some of this’ conclude
that he is “finicky” and dis-
pleased with your cooking. No, a
thousand times no! Prepare a
meal of wholesome food and let
him eat what he wants, no more.
Under the plan if he eatstoo
much you will in no wise be re-
sponsiblefor it.

Third, thereisalimit to any
physical endurance. Hegetstired
just like you do. Almost every
preacher appreciates an opportu-
nity to rest and relax ashort
while. Especialyisthistruewhen
he isengaged in revivals. Give
him a chance to restandif heis

hand, he has sat and talked for
hourswhen he had much rather
have a chanceto rest and medi-
tate upon his subject for the
coming service. Please do not
misunderstand. Every preacher
likestotalk, but hewill not feel
neglected if the conversation
lags as much as five seconds!
Good entertainment does not
requireyour talkingevery minute
the preacher isin your home.
Too much talk and too much
attention is unnatural.
Beyourself. Youcan'tfool
the preacher. Asarule heisa
good judge of human nature.
You might as well relax and
haveagood visit with your pas-
tor or evangelist, knowing that
heishuman likeyou— “achip
off the old block.” Yes, heis
human, but the God he repre-
sentsisdivine. [ ]

The “Tater” Family

Practically every church
hassomeinteresting familiesin
the membership. Others have
some rather outstanding fami-
liesinthem. Still other churches
number among their constitu-
ency familieswhicharebothin-
teresting and outstanding. The
latter is especialy true of the
Tater family. This family in-
cludes: Dic-Tater, Hesi-Tater,
Imi-Tater, Agi-Tater and Spec-
Tater.

Uncle Dic-Tater has some
very lovable characteristics,
and isusually easy to get along
with, especially if heisallowed
to have hisown way. The truth
of the matter isthat heisgoing
to have his way or else. His
policy seemsto bethat of “rule
or ruin,” and he usualy ruins.

AuntHesi-Tater istheami-
able wife of Uncle Dic-Tater.
She, too, hassomevery lovable

(See "TATER" on page24)
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FELLOWSHIPS
AND

CONFERENCES
LITTLE ROCK, AR

October 23-25, 1995, Central
Baptist Church, 15601 Taylor
Loop Rd,, LittleRock, AR72221,
B. Lawrence Jones, Pastor.

* % %

HARRISBURG, IL

November 6-8, 1995, Bible
Baptist Church, 606 W. Church
St., Harrisburg, 1L 62946, Art
Donley, Pastor.

* % %

CINCINNATI, OH

November 7-9, 1995, Central
Baptist Church, 7645 Winton
Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45224,
JamesW. Love, Pastor

* % %
MATTOON, IL

November 27-30, 1995, Bible
Baptist Church, 34th & Marion
Sts., Mattoon, IL 61938, Tom
Pullen, Pastor.

* % %

HUMBLE, TX

January 11-12, 1996,
Northway Baptist Church, 5939
Bender Rd., Humble, TX 77396,
David Stone, Pastor.

* % %
WESTCLIFFE, CO

January 23-26, 1996, “The
Retreat IntheRockies.” Wetmore
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 84,
Wetmore, CO 81253, Brian
Withrow, Pastor.

The Dangerous
Ecumenical Promise
Keepers

By Allen P. Dickerson

A men’'s movement called
“Promise Keepers' is sweeping
acrossAmericalikeaprairiefire,
encompassing  hundreds of
thousands of men from many
denominations and diversified
doctrinal backgrounds and Per-
suasions offers “seven solid
promisesthat will changeaman’'s
lifeforever.” They areasfollows:

PromiseOne—amanand
his God: A Promise Keeper is
committed to honoring Jesus
Christ through worship, prayer,
and obedience to God'sWord
inthe power of the Holy Spirit.

PromiseTwo—amanand
hismentor: A PromiseKeeperis
committedtopursuingvital rela
tionships with afew other men,
understanding that he needs
brothers to help him keep his
promises.

Promise Three — a man
and his integrity: A Promise
Keeper is committed to practic-
ing spiritual, moral, ethical and
sexual purity.

PromiseFour —amanand
hisfamily: A Promise Keeper is
committed to building strong
marriages and families through
love, protection and Biblical
values.

PromiseFive—amanand
hischurch: A Promise Keeperis
committed to supporting the
mission of the church by honor-
ing and praying for his pastor
and by actively giving of his
time and resources.

Promise Six — aman and
his brothers: A Promise Keeper
is committed to reaching be-
yond any racial and denomina-
tional barriers to demonstrate
the power of Biblical unity.

Promise Seven — aman
andhisworld: A PromiseK eeper
is committed to influencing his

world, being obedient to the
Great Commandment (seeMark
12:30,31) andtheGreat Commis-
sion(seeMatthew 28:19,20).

Inabook publishedin 1994
by Focuson the Family, which
is key to understanding what
Promise K eepersistrying to do,
there arereal eye opening state-
mentsfor true Bible believersto
examine. For instance, charis-
maticleader Dr. Jack Hayfordin
writing about “ Redeeming Wor-
ship” on pg. 19 writes, “Re-
deeming worship centers on the
Lord’ s Table. Whether your tra-
dition celebratesit as Commun-
ion, Eucharist, the Mass, or the
Lord’s Supper, weareall called
to this centerpiece of Christian
worship.” To equate the Lord's
Supper with the blasphemy of
the Roman Catholic Mass is a
blatant violation of the Word of
God.

InPromiseTwo, itiserrone-
ous to teach that aman needs
his fellowman to lean on in
order to keep promises of God.
We are told in Jeremiah 17:5,
“Thussaith the Lord; Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the
Lord.” God hasmade every pro-
vision for His saints to live a
victorious life without the help
of man.

Promise Keepers is a vast
amalgamation of denomina
tional diversity, and thus dan-
gerous doctrinal differencesare
overlooked as being trivial, and
are overlooked in the name of
love, but we must remember,
love that is not based upon
Biblical truth is absolutely not
spiritual  love. John saidin 2
John 1, “Theelder unto theelect
lady and her children, whom |
love in the truth, and not | only,
but unto al they that have
known the truth.”

In abook by Robert Hicks
titted The Masculine Jour ney,
is what forms the basis for the
Promise Keepers men's small
group manual. In this book

Hickssays, “| believe Jesuswas
phallicwithall theinherent phal-
lic passions we experience as
men. But it was never recorded
that Jesus had sexual relations
with a woman. He may have
thought about it as the movie,
‘The Last Temptation of Christ’
portrays, but even in this movie
Hedid not givein to temptation
and remained trueto HisMessi-
anic course. |f temptation means
anything, it means Christ was
tempted in every way aswe are.
That would mean not only het-
erosexual temptation, but also
homosexual temptation! | have
found this insight to be very
helpful for gay men struggling
with their sexuality” (The Mas-
culineJourney, pg. 181).

| resent that statement by
Hicks, which | believe to be
blasphemy of the worst stripe.
In 1 John 3:5 the Word of God
says about Jesus, “Inhimwas
no sin,” there was no fallen na-
ture in Him to respond to sin.
Make no mistake about it,
Promise Keepersisdangerous!
It is avery useful tool of Satan
to further the cause of ecumeni-
cal compromise, and to promote
an atmosphere conducive to the
establishment of the Harlot
ChurchmentionedinRevelation
17:5. It is a false para-church
movement whichwill ultimately
run roughshod over the author-
ity of thelocal church, whichis
God' singtitution for thischurch
age.— The Maranatha ]

Postage Rates For
Challenge Press Books

$1.00-$20.00  add$3.35
#20.01-$50.00  add $4.95
$5001& up  add 7%

For Orders Ourside
U.SA.
Send U.S. Funds
With Order
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Generous Old Lady, or
Rever seRacist?isthetitleof an
editorial written by Michael
Kindey in the August 28, 1995
issue of Time Magazine. We
guote only a portion of his
editoria: “Therewasawonder-
ful story in the newspapers this
about an 87-year-old black
woman in Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi, nhamed Oseola McCarty.
Working al her life as a laun-
dress, never marrying, living,
very plainly, McCarty managed
to save an astounding $150,000.
Facing life's end, she has de-
cided to give the money to a
scholarship fund for black stu-
dentstoattend theUniversity of
Southern Mississippi. Inspired
by example, Hattiesburg busi-
ness leaders have pitched in an
additional  $150,000. The first
beneficiary of McCarty’s lar-
gesse has ‘adopted’ her, and
vowsto helptheheroinethrough
her frail and lonely old age. But
wait a moment. Is this story in-
spiring?Or dismaying?For what
McCartyispracticing, afteral,is
reverse discrimination, some-
timesevencalledreverseracism.
Indeed, McCarty has even set
up agquota— a 100% quota. No
whites need apply for one of
her scholarships. It is closed to
them because of the color of
their skin. . . . In fact, even
McCarty’ smodest privateeffort
implicates the government in
overt racia discrimination in
several ways. It will beadminis-
tered by a state university. The
business contributions presum-
ably will be tax-deductible.
Above all, the Oseola McCarty
Scholarship Fund — and indeed
all private, so-caled voluntary

affirmative action — causesthe
government to be racialy
biased in its policy toward pri-
vatediscrimination. Thegovern-
ment would quickly step in to
stop even asweet old lady from
setting  up a whites-only
scholarship fund. That would
clearly violate about 18 laws,
including the 1964 Civil Rights
Act. So those who insist that
the 1964 act — and civil rights
principles generally — ought to
be interpreted as race-neutral
are left with a dilemma. Either
they must modify their prin-
ciples and accept that the world
is a bit more complicated than
they pretend, or they must haul
Oseola McCarty into court for
breaking the civil rights laws. |
darethem.”

More Dead Sea Scrolls?
Four undisturbed, man-made
caves have been found in the
chalky hills of Qumran, raising
hopes that the caverns will hold
treasures like the ancient Dead
Sea Scrolls discovered nearby.
Arab shepherds found the first
Dead SeaScrolls, ancient manu-
scriptsthat include poetry, legal
texts and the earliest known
sections of the Bible. Archae-
ologists, who announced the
discovery Friday, are racing
against time before the Qumran
areaof the West Bank ishanded
over to Paestinian control.
Excavation is set to begin in
November.— AP

* % %

Death of Mickey Mantle.
Mickey Mantle, one of the
greatest baseball players of all
time, now isavivid reminder of
“the finished product of the

brewer's art.” In his last days
he exhorted kids, “Don't be
like me” and throw your life

away.

Baptist WinsSuit Against
Wal-Mart. Scott Hamby hopes
his victory in a lawsuit against
the nation’s largest retailer will
encourage Christians to stand
up for their beliefsin all aspects
of life. In recent years, the 23-
year-old said, Christians “have
kind of become known as push-
overs.” Because Hamby acted
on his convictions, Wal-Mart
StoresInc. isunder acourt order
totrainthemanagersof its2,200
stores to avoid religious dis-
crimination against employees.
The Wall Street Journal pre-
dicted the outcome of the
Hamby case “could have far-
reaching implications for other
companies with weekend staff-
ing needsthat conflict withwork-
ers religiouspractices.” Inspring
1993, Hamby wasworking part-
time in the electronics depart-
ment of the Bolivar Wal-Mart
when the county’s repeal of
Missouri’s“bluelaws’ allowed
the store to open for business
on Sundays. Although he told
his supervisors he did not want
towork on Sundaysfor religious
reasons, Hamby recounted, he
was put on the scheduleto work
the first Sunday the store
opened. Hamby said his super-
visor later showed him awritten
document from a district man-
ager stating every employee
must be available to work Sun-
days, with no exceptions. “At
that time, | didn’t know thelegal
ramifications of what was being
put infront of me,” Hamby said.
“1 just knew it waswrong.” By

then, Hamby said, he had
worked several Sundays and
was feeling troubled about it.
“That’ swhen the stressesreally
set in. | knew that | wasgoing
to have to choose God and
my convictions, or choose my
job.” Hamby’'s next step was
to offer — “against my convic-
tions’” — to work one Sunday a
month to keep hisjob. Hesaid
his supervisor verbaly agreed
to the arrangement, but then
he was scheduled a second
Sunday the same month. The
person doing the scheduling
told him she was unaware of
any such agreement, Hamby
said, and she later testified the
manager had told her, “ Sched-
ule Scott on Sunday until he
quits.” In November 1993
Hamby filed suit against Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc. His lawyer,
Jay Kirksey of Bolivar, Mis-
souri, asked for $5 million in
damages. At the time, Hamby
said, hedidn’t realize any puni-
tive damages were involved.
“All | wanted to do was stop
Wal-Mart. The settlement
Hamby reached with Wal-Mart
Stores July 28 called for the
company to pay Hamby an
undisclosed amount for dam-
ages. Both parties in the settle-
ment agreed to keep the
settlement  confidential. Kirk-
sey believes the settlement
will have far-reaching impact.
Title VII of the federa civil
rights laws dealswith discrimi-
nation on the basis of race,
sex or religion, he pointed out,
but religious discrimination
has received less attention
than the other two types. “It
looks like thiswill bethe case
that will catapult religious dis-
crimination into the public
awareness.” — BP
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NEA’sDaysM ay beNum-
bered. The House in July ap-
proved a hill to abolish funding
for the National Endowment for
the Arts by October 1997. The
NEA has awarded millions of
taxpayer dollars to fund homo-
sexua film festivals and vile
and blasphemous “art,” such
as. child pornography, graphic
homosexuality, sexual violence,
public nudity, and vicious at-
tacks on Christ. A 4/89 Wash-
ington Times editorial said the
NEA has become a feeding
trough and apublic latrine for a
pack of pornographers who
can't even make aliving ped-
dling honest smut and who
flourish because the only art

they understand is how to
rape the imprisoned tax-
payers.” — CC

* % %

Public Schooals: Children
At Risk. David and Sharon
Williamsonceviewedtheir chil-
dren as Christian missionaries
to their public-school system.
But in 1982, Sharon, herself a
former public-school teacher,
re-evaluated that stance in light
of her children’s three hours
daily on a school bus, inad-
equateinstruction, harmful peer
influence, and, in one case, a
sexualy explicitfilminaFrench
class. Public school teachers
are heavy users of private
schools. Discerning ones see
that the public schools around
them are not suitable for their
own children. Some are fairly
content with suburban schools
but in 71 of the largest 100 dis-
tricts, they choose private
schools more than parents at
large. The 8/5 World says the
trend holds true in all parts of
the country. “In Miami, 31% of

public school teachers en-
rolled their children in private
schools, while 13% of the gen-
eral public did. In Detroit, it's
33% to 17%; in Cleveland, 40%
to 25%.” In Los Angeles, it's
about 33% to 19%. In Jersey
City, it's over 50% to 34%.
Fathers/parents have a biblical
responsibility for the who/
what/where of their children’s
education— CC

* % *

Stanley’s Problems
Worsen. Dr. Charles Stan-
ley’ swife saystheir marriage of
40 years cannot be salvaged.
They have lived separately
since 1992 and she filed for di-
vorce in 1993, amended it to
Sseparate maintenance, but re-
filed last March. Stanley
stepped down from all adminis-
trative duties of First Baptist,
Atlanta, in anemotional-charged
four-hour August 13 meeting,
but retained preaching respon-
sihilities. He will resign com-
pletely if the divorce becomes
final. Anna Stanley’s divorce
filing asks for a jury tria and
seeks alimony, division of as-
sets and possession of their
home. A seven-member commit-
tee was approved a the
August 13 meeting to assume
administrative duties and to
recommend a policy within90
days concerning the feasibility
of congtituting the northside
satellite congregation (estab-
lished in 1988) into a separate
church. Stanley’s son Andy re-
signed August 2 as pastor of
this group and feels his father
should step down as leader of
First Baptist Church. Stanley
was Southern Baptist Conven-
tion president in 1984 and 1985.
—CC

Falwell Paper Promotes
Jewish Rabbi. Orthodox Jewish
Rabbi Y echiel Eckstein haslec-
tured in new-evangdical schools
and has been praised by Pat
Robertson, Paul Crouch, and
Jerry Falwell for his ministry of
building bridges between
evangelicals and Jews. It seems
incrediblethat evangelical |ead-
ers would promote this Jewish
rabbi who defends the ancient
Pharisees who Jesus said were
of their father the devil. But
Eckstein says Jesus never said
those words recorded in John
8:44. In 1994 Eckstein plainly
said: “But I’'m not aChristian,
I'maJdew ... I'm till arabbi ...”
Falwell’s 9/95 National Liberty
Journal features a guest edito-
rial by Ecksteinentitled: “ Build-
ing Bridges Between Christians
and Jews.” — CC

* % %

Not TimeEnough. These-
ductively dressed young blonde
narrowly escaped death in an
accident. A newspaper reporter
was interviewing her. “When
the elevator cable snapped and
you started to fall, | guessall
the sins of your past flashed
beforeyour eyes.” “Not really,”
she answered. “We only fell
eight stories.”

* % %

DalaLama’sVisit ToBap-
tist School Draws Fire. In his
first stop on a 10-day tour of
fiveU.S. cities, theexiled | eader
of the country of Tibet began
his trek in the heart of the Caro-
linas, speaking at Wingate Uni-
versity Sept. 5. TheDalai Lama,
who is revered as God-king by
more than 6 million Tibetan
Buddhists, was accompanied to

Wingate, asuniversity affiliated
with the North Carolina Con-
vention, by U.S. Senator Jesse
Helms. Phil Roberts, director of
the Home Misson Board Inter-
faith Witness Department was
not pleased with the religious
leaders' visit to Wingate. “My
concern,” he said, “is that we
are not just having a religious
leader as such, but a man who
claims the incarnation of deity
and who as well claims re-
incarnation of previous Dalai
Lamas.” — Baptist Record

* % %

The Proctor and Gamble
Rumor. Proctor and Gamble is
suing a prominent Amway dis-
tributor for spreading a rumor
that has been denied repeatedly
by P& G. The rumor, which has
frequently shown up in church
bulletins across the country,
purports the company’s trade-
mark is a satanic symbol and
that the company president dis-
cussed satanism on the Phil
Donahue Show. The rumor is
false and should be squashed if
you hear it. — RNS

* % %

Three-way Contest For
Power In New World Order.
Catholic author Malachi Martin
in his The Keys of This Blood
book reveals the “Struggle for
World Dominaion Between
Pope John Paul Il and Mikhail
Gorbachev. Inthree other books
he has traced the steps by

(See WNR on page 14)
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which the Church of Rome has
beeninfiltrated by Marxismover
the past 65 years. Martin shows
how Communism now controls
the Vatican and is ready to
present it asthereligiouswing
of its World Order; and how
Marxism, throughtheVatican,is
involved in multiple pressure
tactics to bring Israel “into glo-
bal line.” Wilson Ewin (our
source for the above), after
Israel’ spleato Pope John Paul 1
andtheVaticanfor helpin solv-
ing the Middle East crisis, has
written a manuscript to warn
Jewish people. Martin's book
also reveals the Vatican's role
in the collapse of the Iron Cur-
tain, and Pope John Paul II's
far-reaching assessment of the
three-way struggle now unfold-
ing among the globa powers
— the Soviets, the West, and
the Pope’s universal Roman
Church— awinner-take-all race
to control the first one-world
government.— CC

* % %

10,000 PriestsHomosexu-
als? Various surveys show that
some 10,000 Roman Catholic
priestsintheU.S. may behomo-
sexuals (Chr. News). Some
bishops say that 40% of U.S.
priestsmay behomosexually ac-
tive. Up to 3,000 may be
pedophiles. There are about
57,000 priestsinthe U.S. A 25-
year study estimated that up to
half do not uphold their vows of
celibacy.—CC

* % %

Catholic Charismatics.
Missions researcher David
Barrett says the Pentecostal/
charismatic movement adds
54,800 adherents aday. It com-
prises 25% of theworld’ sChris-
tians, 460 million people,includ-

ing 100 million Catholic
charismatics (Berean Call).
About half of the participants at
the recent Congress on the Holy
Spiritand World Evangelization
in Orlando were Catholics.
Speakers included a Catholic
priest, Benny Hinn, Jack
Hayford, Pat Robertson and
Paul Crouch. Hayford said
relationships can form without
a “meltdown of ideologies,”
and that the Holy Spirit can
blend and bond without sacri-
ficing uniqueness and
individualtiy. The charismatic
movement is an ecumenical ve-
hiclefor building theanti-Christ
one-world church.— CC.

* % %

Modern “Churches.” The
North Heartland Community
Church in Platte Woods, MO
“is... for people who think they
don't like church. [It has] no
hymns, no Scripture readings
and no chance this would be
mistaken for atraditiona Sun-
day Service.” ... Donald G.
Barnhouse' sTenth Presbyteiran
Church in Philadelphia now
pastored by James M. Boice, is
using disarming ads “to attract
professionals.” One ad said:
“Jesus Hated Church, Too. It's
boring. The people are phony.
The poalitics are less than right-
eous. Jesus hated the same
things. But he never used it as
anexcusenottoworship. Maybe
he knew something you don't.
Find out this Sunday.”
Ephesians 5:25 says Jesusloved
the church and died for it. How
can a so-called evangelical
church use such irreverent non-
sense, even if with good inten-
tions?— CC

* % %

An Amazing Tooth. It is
amazing what scientists can
learn from just one tooth. A re-
cent Associated Press article

says. “He is 6 feettall, robust
and loves nothing better than a
juicy rhinoceros steak. Oh, and
he's more than 500,000 years
old. Archeologists on Thursday
displayed a prehistoric tooth
they said comesfromtheimpos-
ing, carnivorous humans who
roamed Britain half a million
years ago. They say the tooth,
discovered Aug. 24 by anarche-
ology student on a perfectly
preserved prehistoric site near
the village of Boxgrove, is the
oldest human fossil found in
Britain. ‘Itisvitally importantto
our understanding of the evolu-
tion of the human species,’
Geoffrey Wainwright, chief ar-
cheologist of the historical soci-
ety English Heritage, told a
news conference. Scientists
had previously discovered a
500,000-year-old tibia at the
same excavation site on a farm
near Boxgrove, 65 miles south-
west of London. The earliest
Englishmen, or woman, isalate-
comer by international stan-
dards. Remainsof early humans
found in Africago back 2.5 mil-
lion years.

ANNUAL ...
(Continued from page 1)

Budgetel Inn, it is aclean
modern facility with good rates.
Thephonenumber is(501) 225-
7007. Thereisaso alLaQuinta
Inn (501) 224-0900and Motel 6
(501) 225-7366. Wewill try to
secure discount rates at the
Budgetel Inn so please mention
you are attending our confer-
encewhen you makeyour reser-
vations. If youwouldliketo stay
in a home please notify us as
soon as possible and we will do
our best to take care of your
needs.

Directions to the church
areasfollows: Whenarrivingin
Little Rock take Interstate 430
to Exit #9, go west about three
miles on Cantrell Road or State
Highway #10 to the Harvest

Food Store which will be on
your left. Turn left on Taylor
Loop Road and go approxi-
mately twomiles. Thechurchwill
beonyourleft.Ya Il come! ]

But For A
M oment

Dr. Harry A. Ironside used
to tell the story of an old Negro
who loved the Lord and the
Word of God very much. He
could not read very well, and
often he was not able to grasp
the real meaning of the Scrip-
tures, but he read them none the
less.

In a prayer meeting one
night the peoplein the audience
wereasked to giveinturn apas-
sage of Scripture that had
blessed them. When the old
man got to hisfeet, hesaid: “De
words in de Bible dat means
mos' to me are dese — ‘An it
cameto pass .”

The minister asked him to
explain. “Well,” theold manre-
plied, “when troublescomeand
| don’t know whether to run dis
way or dat, when | jus don’
know what to do, | ‘members
desewords. ‘Anit cameto pass
— and | knows that day ain't
here to stay.”

Greatfaith, that! —andhow
true it is that whatever our
affliction may be, itislight and
but for a moment, and it
“worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of

glory” (2Cor.4:17).m

Telephone:
(214) 755-7777

Email:
mimoser 1@juno.com

- /
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Halloween: IsIt Harmless
Tradition or Pagan Ritual?

By Jim Goodroe

“Thereis no place for Hal-
loween on a Christian’s calen-
dar! Webristle at such an attack
on a tradition we have inno-
cently enjoyed since child-
hood. Self justification is trig-
gered, and our defensiveness
soon goes on the offensive.

Since you are mature
enough to make your own deci-
sion, do just that! If you are
too open-minded to scratch
Halloween just because a reli-
gious fanatic says it is wrong,
then you certainly would not
endorse it just because the
world says it's okay. hear the
facts, then decide for yourself.

“Halloween” isshortfor All
Hallow Even, the eve preceding
All-hallows Day or All Saints
Day. TheFeast of All Saintswas
established by the Catholic
Church to honor al the “saints’
(peopl e canonized by the Catho-
licChurch, officially recognized
ashaving lived an exceptionally
holy life, considered capable of
interceding for sinners). In the
8th century, Pope Gregory |1l
establishedthefeast dateof Nov.
1, making“Halloween” Oct. 31.

However, the customs
now associated with Hallo-
ween were in practice on
October 31, long before Chris-
tianity, originating with the
Druids, an order of Celtic
priests, inancient Gaul and Brit-
ain. TheCatholicchurchadopted
the eve and the day following
and renamed them, as they did
with many other established
observances, in an attempt to
“Christianize” them.

The Druidstaught religion,
philosophy, and the power of
the gods, and they performed
sacrifices, which included hu-
manvictims. They werea soadept
as astrologers, magicians, and

sorcerers. They believed in the
mysterious powers of certain
animals and plants, and used
theentrailsof sacrificedanimals
and theflight of birdsto ascer-
taintheunknown, especially the
future.

Not only do Druidic prac-
tices parallel those of modern
and historical witchcraft, but an-
thropology also pronounces the
connection. Halloween is the
mostimportant festival of witch-
craft cults. The Druid witches
started it, and witches down
through the centuries have cel-
ebrated it as their grand witch
Sabbat. When we take part in
Halloween customs, weareac-
tually participating in a witch-
craft celebration. In fact, many
of our Halloween traditionsfind
their origin and meaning within
the witchcraft cult begun by the
Druids or in superstitious reac-
tiontoit. For example, bobbing
for applesoriginated asameans
of divination, especially for girls
in predicting their future hus-
bands.

Why should Christians not
participate (albeit naively) inthe
celebration of Halloween? Con-
sider these references:

Jesus said, “Ye shall know
them by their fruits’ (Mt. 7:16,
20). Themainfruitsof Halloween
are gluttony and greed for chil-
dren and vandalism for teenag-
ers.

“Whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God” (1 Cor.
10:31). Is it God who is
glorified on Halloween, orisit
the devil ?

“Prove al things, hold fast
that which is good. Abstain
from all appearances of evil” (1
Thess. 5:21-22). When Hallow-
een isweighted in the balances,
it isfound wanting.

Halloween Alter natives

1. Now that you know the
real meaning of Halloween,
share it with others. Speak the
truth in love, to educate rather
than condemn, because their
participation in Halloween is
probably as naive as yours
was.

2. Do not avoid or squelch
the subject in conversations
with your children. When the
subject comes up, use the op-
portunity to teach them what
Halloweenisall about. “ Hallow-
eenisredly thedevil’ sholiday,
and we don’'t want to celebrate
with the devil, do we?

3. Refrain from supporting
Halloweencommercialy through
the purchase of Halloween
paraphernalia.

4. Work to reduce the Hal-
loween emphasis in the school.
Especialy make your child's
teacher and principal aware of
your convictions and request
that they honor them asmuch as
possible.

5. Chrigtians (and church
groups) can use the Halloween

season to hold Bible studies
about the supernatural and
prayer meetings against the
forcesof evil.

6. Provide substitute activi-
ties for your children. Having
an alternative activity helps a
child save face with his peers,
and sharing amore constructive
experienceshowsthemthereare
better thingsin life. As parents
sharethemselveswiththeir chil-
dren, worldly substitutes will
have less and less appeal.

7. What about “trick-or-
treaters’ who cometoyour door?
If you are out on afamily
activity, thissolvestheproblem.
If you are home, do not be abad
witness, such as sending the
children away with condemna
tion instead of candy. Y ou may
wish to give them atract ex-
plaining themeaning of Hallow-
een and the message of Jesus
(available at Christian book
stores) in addition to the candy,
not instead of it. Asyou givethe
candy, you may wish to say, “I
don’tbelieveinHalloween, but |
want to give you this because
Jesus loves you.” [ ]

dent Baptists to start with.

aptly does this. Order from:

Conventionism

A Leech Upon Baptist Mission Work
ByM.L.Moser, Sr.

Somewho have been independent Baptistsfor many yearshaveall
of a sudden moved to churches affiliated with one of the organized
groups among Baptists, seemingly forgetting why they were indepen-

This book points out with clear evidence that the Southern Baptist
Convention is saturated with infidelity and modernism in al of their
schools and seminaries, and for one to join a church affiliated with the
Southern Baptist Convention is to become a supporter of such
modernism and infidelity which the Bible very severely condemns.

There is a rea need to inform our brethren as to the corruption
within the ranks of the Southern Baptist Convention. This book very
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behind all of hissuffering, all of
hismisery, all of hisheartaches,
all of his drudgery, al of the
things that makes|life miserable
here upon this earth, all of these
things will be left behind, and
so it will be the transporting of
those to heaven with great joy.

Then it says “carrying
away to sublimehappiness.” No
one can even contemplate what
great joys and happiness that
therewill befor thebeliever after
he leaves this earth. The Bible
talks about things in heaven,
but these things do not even
touch the surface. These things
do not even describeinreality
al that heaven redly is, be-
cause it is so great that our hu-
man mind cannot comprehend,
and human language cannot
even express itatall. Soitisto
be aplace of sublime happiness.
Nowonder thenthat for thechild
of God, the Rapture isatime of
great joy for the believer.

Now inconnectionwiththis
phrase, Rapture, thereisaphrase
that is used called “the rapture
of the church.” Thisisnot a
scriptural phrase, yet | hear it
used many times even by Bap-
tists who do not believe in the
universal/invisible church, yet
they will usethephrase* rapture
of the church.”

Now the phrase “ rapture of
the church” nowhere appearsin
the Bible. It is not a biblica
phrase at dl. In fact, it is an
unscriptural phrase because it
teaches a false doctrine. The
problem is a confusion between
the definition of what the New
Testament church is and what
the family of God is. These are
not identical; these are not syn-
onymous.

There is a difference be-
tween the New Testament
church and the family of God.
The family of Godiscomposed
of every saved person al over
this world, of both past

generations, present genera-
tions and even includes those
of future generations. This is
the family of God. It includes
every one who has received
Jesus Christ as their personal
Lord and Savior, regardless of
whattheir churchaffiliationmay
be. You do not have to be a
Baptist in order to be saved.
Sometimes we Baptists are
falsely accused of this because
of our belief concerning the
doctrine of the church, but
Baptists do not teach, and Bap-
tists do not believe that only
Baptists are saved, and that
only Baptistswill go to heaven.
We believe that the family of
God is composed of all saved
people. That may include Meth-
odists, Presbyterians, Lutherans,
it might include this denomina-
tion or that denomination. In
other words, church affiliation
has nothing to do with whether
you are saved or not, as to
whether you arein the family of
God or not. That which deter-
mineswhether youareamember
of the family of God is whether
you have by faith received
Jesus Christ as your personal
Lordand Savior.

Now, it is moredifficultto
be saved in some denomina
tions than in other denomina-
tions. Therearesomedenomina-
tions that have so little truth
within them, particularly con-
cerning the subject of salvation,
that if oneweretobesavedwhile
they were a member of that de-
nomination, you would wonder
how in the world they ever ar-
rived at the truth.

For example, achurch that
teaches baptismal regeneration,
a church that teaches that you
must be baptized in order to be
saved, their members are de-
pending, either in whole or in
part, upon their baptism for sal-
vation, and if you are depending
on any thing other than the fin-
ished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ for your salvation, then
you are not saved. Salvation is

where you put your faith and
your trust solely in the Lord
Jesus Christ and His work that
He accomplished upon the
cross of Calvary, and if you are
depending in part orinwholeon
anything else, then you do not
haveall of your faithintheLord
Jesus Christ. That meansyou’re
not saved. And so, how people
within a denomination that
teaches that you must be bap-
tized in order to be saved, how
somebody could be savedwith-
in that denomination would be
very hard to understand if they
believe what that denomination
teaches, because they would be
depending, at least to adegree
or in part, upon baptism for
their salvation.

The samething istrue con-
cerning works. For those who
believe that you must do certain
things in order to be saved, and
then after you have been saved,
you must continue to do certain
things, or else you lose your
salvation, it is very difficult for
me to understand how those
people can really be saved and
become Christians in that par-
ticular denomination because
they are depending, not wholly
uponthegraceof God for salva-
tion, but they are depending
partly upon their worksfor sal-
vation. Salvation is not by
works. Itiswholly by the grace
of God as a freegift. Paul says
this: “For by grace are yesaved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it isthe gift of God:
not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).

So | would not say that a
person that isamember of one
of these other denominations
could not besaved, but | will say
that itwould bevery difficult for
them to be saved because they
are being taught a false plan of
salvation, as Paul says in
Galatians one, it is caled “an-
other gospel,” which he saysis
not another gospel. So that if
anybody would be saved in one
of these other denominations, it

would be in spite of what is
being taught there, rather than
because of what isbeing taught
there.

But anybody, regardless
of their denomination, any-
body, whether they are amem-
ber of achurch or not, anybody
that has recognized and seen
themselvesasalost, hell-bound
sinner, and have seen that they
are hopeless and helpless in
saving themselves, that thereis
nothing they can do, or any-
body else can do, and then
they see that God provided
salvation for them by what
Jesus Christ did upon the cross
of Calvary, and when they turn
in confession of their sins and
they repent and they receive
Jesus Christ by faith and trust
Himastheir Lordandtheir Sav-
ior, then they are saved that
very moment regardless of
what church they may be a
member of.

Now, if a person has not
done that, then they are not in
thefamily of God, and they are
not saved. It doesn’'t matter
even if they are amember of a
Baptist church. If aBaptist has
not trusted Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior, thenthat Bap-
tist is on his road to hell, be-
causesalvationisnot to be con-
fused with being a member of
the Lord’ s church. Salvationis
by trusting Jesus Christ and re-
ceiving Him as personal Lord
and Savior. Now when you do
that, you are born into the
family of God, and every saved
person, Old Testament, New
Testament, our time, future
time, every person who has by
faith and receives Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior, they
arebornintothefamily of God,
and they at that moment be-
comechildren of God, and they
are saved.

Now theraptureiscoming
for al of those who are saved,
not just the New Testament

(See RAPTURE on page 17)
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church.

Now the New Testament
churchis not composed of all
saved people. Those of the
Old Testament certainly were
not members of the church
because the New Testament
churchisaNew Testament
institution. Jesus Christ Him-
self began the church. Mat-
thew 16:18 He says, “Upon
this rock | will build my
church.” Therewasno church
before the days of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Now part of the
family of God existed before
the days of Jesus Christ, but
not the church.

You see, the churchis
God's house of witness in
our dispensation. In the Old
Testament, the Lord had two
other houses of witness. He
had, first of all, thetabernacle
which was built during the
times of Moses, and was
used by the Israglites for
many years. That subse-
quently was followed by the
temple, and that then became
God’'s house of witness, and
the tabernacle passed from
the scene and no longer was
God’ s accepted place of wor-
ship. The temple now has
passed fromthescene, and the
Lord hashuilt HisNew Testa-

ment church and the New Tes
tament church is now God's
house of witness today. Not the
building, for we know that is
not the church, for the New
Testament church is composed
of those who make up the mem-
bership of that church.

Now, thereisarequirement
to become a member of the
family of God. Therequirement
is you must be born into the
family. How areyou borninto
the family? John tells us “He
came unto hisown, and hisown
received himnot. Butasmany as
received him , to them gave he
power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe
onhisname” (Jn. 1:11-12). This
shows us how we get into the
family of God. Weareborninto
God' sfamily, for weareborn of
GodasHetellsinthenext verse.

But how do you get into a
New Testament church? No-
where do you find anything in
the Scripture using such a
phrase as being “born into the
church.” You are not. But you
getintoaNew Testament church
by being baptized. Y ou have to
be saved to begin with. That's
first. Then secondly, you must
be scripturally baptized.

Now, there are many saved
people who have never been
scripturally baptized. They are
members of thefamily of God,
but they are not members of the

book. Order from:
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church of God. They are saved
and therefore they have been
born into the family of God, but
they have never studied their
New Testament to the extent
that they are willing to see what
the Lord teaches concerning
baptism and membership in a
New Testament church, and so
there are many people who are
saved, and yet who have never
become membersof aNew Tes-
tament church. Therefore it
would be an error, it would be
wrong, to use the phrase “rap-
ture of the church,” because
when you say “rapture of the
church” then you are eliminat-
ing all of those who have never
been scripturally baptized, and
say they’re going to have to be
left behind. That's what the
phrase “rapture of the church”
means, in spite of the fact that
you'll find Methodists, and
Lutherans and Presbyterians
and Episcopalians and others
thata may use the phrase
“rapture of the church,” but
they don’'t know what they are
saying. Of course, they don’t
believe in the doctrine of the
church like Baptists believe it,
or like the Bible teaches it, be-
causethey believeinauniversal/
invisible church and they make
that synonymous or identical
withthefamily of Godwhichthe
Bible does not do.
Sowhenwelook at thesub-
ject of the Rapture, we're not
talking about the rapture of the
church. We're talking about the
rapture of the family of God in
which every saved person upon
this earth, regardiess of where
in this world they are, whether
they be here in Little Rock or
in Argentina, Brazil, China,
Europe, Africa, Australia, Rus-
sia, or wherever they may be,
every saved person is going to
be raptured or caught up from
this earth. And that is what we
read about right here in chapter
four and verse one, “ After this|
looked, and behold, a door was
opened in heaven: and the first

voice which | heard was as it
were of atrumpet talking with
me; which said, Comeup hither,
and | will shew thee things
which must be hereafter” (Rev.
4:1). So then there are many
saved who have never been
scripturally baptized, therefore
not members of the Lord's
church but all saved people,
whether they aremembersof the
Lord's church or not, al saved
people, both baptized and un-
baptized are to be raptured at
the Second Coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Now when doesthe rapture
takeplace?l havementionedthis
off and on aswe have been dis-
cussing these first three chap-
ters of the Book, but there are
three viewpoints concerning the
time of the Rapture as to when
the Rapture will take place. One
word that you need to be
familiar with (you will beif you
continue to come for our mes-
sages), and that is the subject
of the Tribulation Period. The
Rapturehasthreedifferent view-
pointsinrelationtothisTribula-
tion Period. We will get into the
study of the Tribulation Period
when begin in chapter six and
continuing. But the three view-
points can be expressed by three
prefixes — Pre, Mid, and Post.
That is, Pretribulation, Mid-
tribulation, and Post Tribulation.

Now the question arises,
must believers, must those who
are saved, must those who have
been born again, must these be-
lievers go through the Tribula-
tion Period? What evidences do
we have in the Bible for a Pre-
tribulation rapture, that is, an
“any moment” rapture, the
teaching that Jesus Christcould
comeat any moment, right now.
Those who believe in the Pre-
tribulation viewpoint believe
that Jesus Christ could come
back at any moment, inthevery
next second, and when He does,
the rapture will takeplace, and

(See RAPTURE on page 18)
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all saved peoplewill betaken of f
the earth and therefore it would
bebeforetheTribul ation Period.
That is called Pre-tribulation
rapture.

Then there is a viewpoint
termed “Mid-tribulation.” The
Mid-tribulationists believe that
the Lord will alow the saved
people togo halfway or partway
through the Tribulation Period.
Now the Tribulation Period is
divided into two halves. The
first three and one-half years,
and the second three and one-
half years, to atotal of seven
years. The first three and one-
half years is to be a period of
tribulation, but it is not to be
as severe as the last three and
one-half years, that's the worst
half. Those who believe in the
Mid-tribulation period, teach
that the saved people are going
to have to endure thefirst three
and one-half years of the Tribu-
lation Period, and that in the
middleof the Tribulation Period,
Jesus comes back again and
catches up all the saved from
the earth, the Rapture of the
saints. That is Mid-tribulation.

The third viewpoint is
called Post-tribulation, and by
post, it means after the Tribula-
tion Period, and what they teach
is that the believers, the saved
people must go all the way
through the Tribulation Period,
and that all believersare going
to have to endure and suffer all
the plagues of the Tribulation
Periodwhich God Himself isgo-
ing to pour out upon this earth.
So they teach that Jesus cannot
come back until the end of the
Tribulation Period, and that the
believers are going to have to
suffer and endure, and many
die, during the Tribulation Pe-
riod, but theL ord poursout all of
these judgments upon the earth
during the Tribulation Period.

Now, which one is right?
Well, I'll tell you to begin with

that in my judgment the Bible
teaches what is referred to as a
Pre-tribulation period, a Pre-
tribulation rapture, that Jesus
Christ could come at any mo-
ment. Hecould comeeventoday.

Now, one thing that you
must conclude if you were to
believeinwhatisreferredtoasa
Mid-tribulation rapture, is the
fact that you could not stand in
a pulpit as | am today and tell
unsaved people, or even believ-
ers, anybody, that Jesus could
even come back today. Why
He's at least three and one-half
years off. If it wereto beaMid-
tribulation rapture, then | would
not bein aposition to tell saved
peopl e that you need to be busy
because the Lord might come
today, and you certainly would
not want to be in a place where
you ought not to be, for theLord
might comeand youwouldbein
the wrong place.

| certainly could not tell an
unbeliever, now you need to be
saved today because the Lord
might come back this very day
and if the Lord comes, and He
catches all His saints away, you
will beleft behind with no hope
of salvation. | couldn’t tell an
unsaved person that. Why
you'd have at least three and
one-haf vyears if the Lord's
rapture is not going to take
place until the middle of the
TribulationPeriod.

And then, if you were to
believe in the Post-tribulation
rapture, then it would be seven
years off. This would conflict
with the Lord’s teaching when
He says, no man knoweth the
day nor the hour in which the
Son of Man cometh., but you
see, if the Tribulation Period
wereto comeeither Mid or Pogt,
we would know when the Lord
would come. If it were Mid-
tribulation we'd know the Lord
wasn't going to come for three
and one-haf years. If it was
Post-tribulation, we' d know the
Lordwasn’t goingto comefor at
least seven years. But we don’'t

know when the Lord isgoing to
come, and the Bibledoesnot tell
us when the Lord is going to
come, but the Lord tells us that
we are to be live in an air of
expectancy as though Jesus
could come at any moment. He
could come even today. | don’t
know that He's not going to
come today.

Let me ask you a question,
and | want you to be honest
withit, how many of you expect
the Lord to come back today?
Let me see your hands. Raise
your hand. Let me put it this
way. How many of you do not
believe the Lord is going to
come today. Let me see your
hands, you do not believe the
Lord is going to come today.
WEell, | got acouple of hands,
and my hand is up. | don't
believe He's going to come to-
day. If | did, | wouldn’'t be plan-
ningtogotoY outh Camptomor-
row, and if you believethe Lord
was going to come today, you
wouldn’t be planning to go to
work tomorrow. You don’t be-
lieve He' sgoing to come today,
because you are planning your
day or this afternoon, and to-
night, and tomorrow, and next
week, and next month, and next
year. Youdon'tbelievetheLord
is going to come today. But
that’s exactly when the Lord is
going to come, becausethelLord
says, in the hour that ye think
not the Son of Man cometh. Y ou
see, the idea is that the Lord
leaves you and me in a period
whereas we do not know when
the Lord is going to come. It
could be today, so then it
cannot be a Post-tribulation or
aMid-tribulation rapture, but it
must be a Pre-tribulation rap-
ture, and that’ s exactly what we
find right hereinthe beginning
of chapter four and verse one,
because thisrapture, this“come
up hither,” takes place before
the beginning of the Tribulation
Period.

But somebody says, but
we' ve undergone alot of perse-

cution, and how doweknow that
the persecution that people are
undergoing today, particularly
in China, andin Russia, andin
the communist countries, and
some of these other areas of the
world, why is it that thisisnot
an evidence that we'realready
inthe Tribulation Period?

Well let usremember there
isadifference between persecu-
tion and tribulation. God’ s peo-
ple have always suffered perse-
cution at the hands of their en-
emies. In fact, God tells us that
every person who livesfor God
will suffer persecution, because
persecution isinflicted by man,
and that’s what we have going
on today. But tribulation comes
from and is inflicted by God,
and the Tribulation Period is
when God's wrath isto be
visited on mankind, and God
does not pour out His wrath
upon His people. We may have
persecution, but that will not
comefrom God, but it will come
from our enemies. But saved
people are not to go under the
wrath of God.

Notice in Revelation 6:16.
This Tribulation Period is the
wrath of God. Notice where it
talks about the beginning of the
Tribulation Period and it is de-
scribed in verse 16 where the
people who are to undergo the
tribulation, it saysthey say to
the mountains and the rocks,
“Fall onus, and hideusfromthe
face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and fromthewrath of the
Lamb.”

Do you believe that God is
going to alow the wrath of the
Lamb to be poured out upon
those that He loves, that He
has bought with His own blood,
and that He has saved? Do you
think that they will undergo the
wrath of the Lamb of God?
What have they been saved
from? Turn with me to First
Thessalonians chapter five. We
readinversenine,“For God hath

(See RAPTURE on page 19)
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not appointed usto wrath, but
to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ.” God hath not ap-
pointed us unto wrath. Saved
people will not have to undergo
and endure the wrath of God.

Romanschapter eight, verse
one, “Thereistherefore now no
condemnation.” That word
“condemnation” means judg-
ment. “ There is therefore now
no condemnation (or judgment)
to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom.
8:1). So these who would teach
that the saved are either going
to have to go halfway through
the Tribulation Period or all
the way through the Tribulation
Period, are teaching that believ-
ers are going to have to suffer
under the outpouring of the
Lamb of God upon this earth,
along with all of the unbeliev-
ers. Do you think God would
violate His own word where He
says that we have been saved
from His wrath? They teach
that believers will have to un-
dergo the wrath that God pours
out upon this world of unbe-
lievers, are going to haveto un-
dergothesamekind of judgment
upon this earth that unbelievers
aregoing to haveto go through?
Those who teach either Mid- or
Post-tribulation teach this.

| remember an illustration
that has been used. Y ou know,
the church is called the Bride of
Christ. In Ephesians5wefindin
verse 25 and 26 that the Lord
loved the church. He says,
“Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for
it.” Now the church, being the
Bride of thelLord Jesus Christ,
He loves that church; Hedied
for that church; Hegave Himsel f
for that church. Now loving the
church asHe does, what kind of
a groom, what kind of ahus-
band, what kind of a fiancee

who had the power and the
ability toprotect hisbride, would
allow his bride to be dragged
through tribulation, where she
was to be beaten, and mauled,
bruised, and persecuted, and
undergo wrath like this? What
kind of aGodwouldallow that to
happen?

Now the Lord loves His
children, and when the judg-
ments are poured out upon the
earth during the Tribulation Pe-
riod, the Lord is not goingto
allow His Bride to be drug
through the Tribulation Period
and help bring persecution
upon her. That's the wrath of
the Lamb we findin Revelation
chapter six.

Now the Lord loves the
church. Do you think He'sgo-
ing to alow the wrath of the
Lamb then to beat the church
and maul the church and topour
out all the bowls and the other
things that are going to take
place that we read about in the
Tribulation Period? What kind
of aBridewould He have when
He got through with all of that
wrath? No! The Lord does not
allow HisBridetogothroughthe
Tribulation Period. The saved
people are not going to have to
go through the Tribulation Pe-
riod. “After this | looked, and,
behold, a door was opened in
heaven: and the first voice
which | heard was asit were of
a trumpet talking with me;
which said, Comeup hither, and
I will shew thee things which
must be hereafter” (Rev. 4:1).

Now these first seven
churchesthat wetalked about in
the first two chapters give us a
complete history of the New
Testament church fromitsorga
nization by the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself during His per-
sonal ministry and it carries us
right up to the point of the Rap-
ture. The Laodicean Period is
that period immediately preced-
ing the Rapture, and | don't
think there’s any doubt that we
are living now at the close of

that period of time, theLaodicean
church age.

The next event isgoing to
be the opening of the door to
heaven, the voice of thetrumpet
saying “Come up hither.” This
is going to take place at the
unexpected hour, for in Mat-
thew 24:44 He says, “ Therefore
be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh.”

The Rapture. What takes
place then at the time of the
Rapture? For the believer, the
fulfillment of God's promises
for them. Everything God has
promised is now just a promise.
We're not in heaven yet. We
don't have our new body yet.
We have not been removed
from thisbody of sin. Wedo not
have our inheritance as yet. But
whentheRapturetakesplace, all
of thethingsthat God has prom-
ised for believerswill take place
right then.

The first thing will be the
resurrection of the bodies of all
thesaved. That will takeplacein
the cemeteries. Secondly, those
who are living at the time the
same transformation of their
bodies takes place so that they
will have an incorruptible body
just like those who have been
resurrected from the grave.
Now together this is called
“The first resurrection.” That's
what takes placefor thebeliever.

But what happens for the
unbeliever? Well, when therap-
ture takes place, for the unbe-
liever, it will be the end of that
period of grace, the end of your
opportunity for salvation for
those who have heard the gos-
pel. If you're not saved when
the rapture takes place, you can
know that you are forever
doomed with no hope, no pros-
pect of being saved. You will
go through the Tribulation Pe-
riod, at leastin part. Y ou may be
one of those that are killed
during the Tribulation Period.
You may be one of those that
have to undergo all the wrath of

God or the wrath of the Lamb
upon the earth, and you still
may survive and go through the
Tribulation Period, but what a
miserable existence it will be.
But the vast majority will not
make it through the Tribulation
Period. They will die. Whenthey
die, their body is going to be
buried, but their soul is going
down into hell (Hades) where
that richmanis.

The bodies of the unsaved
will not be raptured when Jesus
comes back for the believers.
Their bodies will stay in the
grave, but after the Tribulation
Period the Lord isgoing to have
a period of one thousand years
in which He is going to reign
uponthisearth. Thatiscalledthe
millennial reign of the Lord. At
the end of that one thousand
year period, then is when Jesus
comes back for the rapture of
the unsaved. That is, the resur-
rection of the bodies of all of
those who are unsaved.

Notice in Revelation chap-
ter twenty, verse five: “But the
rest of the dead,” that is those
that were not resurrected at the
time of the rapture when Jesus
came back, “but the rest of the
dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished.”
And then noticein verse 11-15.
This happens at the close of the
Millennia reign, for the Lord
comes back then to finally put
Satan and al his cohortsin hell
forever. It says:

“And | saw a great white
throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away; and there
wasfound no placefor them. And
| saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book
wasopened, whichisthebook of
life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were
written in the books, according
to their works. And the sea gave
up the dead which were init;

(See RAPTURE on page 20)
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and death and hell delivered up
the dead which werein them:
and they werejudged every man
according to their works. And
death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. Thisis the
second death. And whosoever
was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the
lakeof fire” (Rev. 20:11-15).
Theunbelieversthenliving
at the time of the Rapture are
going to be left to go through
the Tribulation Period. If they
die, their soul will gotohell, their
body will be buried, or con-
sumed by the vultures or how-
ever else men die during the
TribulationPeriod, but at theend
of the Millennial Reign, al the
unsaved will be resurrected.
Their bodieswill brought up out
of thegrave, fromthe sea, wher-
ever they are, their soul will be
brought up out of Hades or hell,
and united with their bodies.
Their bodies will be madeinde-
structible so that they cannot be
destroyed by fire. They will then
stand before the great white
judgment throne of God, and
then they will be cast into the
lakeof fire,whichtheBiblesays,
“whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.
20:15). Thisisthe second death.
Forever! That's your eternity!
You will be there forever and
ever and ever and ever. Just as
long asthe saved people will be
in heaven, you will beinhell.
Just aslong as the saved people
enjoy all of the joys and the
glories and the happiness that
God has for His saved people
in heaven, so you will be suffer-
ing al the miseries in hell for
just aslong aperiod of time. The
words that are used are the
words forever and ever or eter-
nal. Those are the same words
that are used concerning God.
He is the eternal God. In other
words, you will in hell just as

long as God exists. How long
will God exist? Forever! How
long will you endure in hell?
Forever!

Now, right now, we're at
that period of time when you
can be saved. The opportunity
is here. Y ou can be saved now,
because the rapture has not yet
taken place. But it could at any
time. When it does, you can
know that there will be no more
opportunities for you.

| don't know what will be
the reaction of somelost people
when Jesus comes. It will be
possibly that when the Lord
comes and catches all the saved
people off of thisearth, that lost
people, knowing that their time
has gone, that they may com-
pletely just losetheir mind and
go completely crazy, as they
realize that they have lost out
with any opportunity of being
saved. Can you imagine what a
shock that will be. What feelings
and emotionswill go over them
asthey realize that they had op-
portunity after opportunity to
be saved, but now Jesus has
come and itstoo late. They may
completely losetheir mind, for it
will betoo late.

Why not be saved today?
Why not now? While their is
opportunity, and while you can
be saved, why not now trust
Jesus Christ as your Lord and
your Savior. [ ]

MIRACLES...
(Continued from page 1)

same trouble as before.

There are seven miracles
and they during 2500 years of
recorded Bible history. Seven
only, and up to that time not a
singleoneperformed by ahuman
being. Not one.

The Next Recorded Miracles
Are Those Performed By
Moses and Aaron

First, therod into a serpent.
There was not only therod into
a serpent, but water into blood,
frogs filling the whole place,

houses, bed, kitchens, then
flies in everything with lice
made out of dust; flies— and
these Egyptians were a clean
people, and it got the best of
them. Then the murrain that
killed cattle. Then boils. Then
thunder, fire, hail, thick dark-
ness, death of the firstborn;
parting the waters of the Red
Sea, manna from heaven and
water from the rock; death of
Nadab and Abihu for offering
strange fire, bringing fleshly
and worldly thingsinto thewor-
ship of God; and the consuming
fire of the Lord in the uttermost
parts of the camp upon those
who lagged.

Then the swallowing up of
Korah and his family; Aaron’s
rod that budded; water from the
rock (inNumbers); theserpent of
brass.

Those performed in con-
nection with Joshua were the
conquest of Jericho and the sun
standing still. That carriesup to

B.C.1452. Therearenomiracles
recorded after this period for
31lyears, and al thesel recited
ginning with Moses and Aaron
were recorded as taking place
during a period of 40 years and
were over when the Jews from
Egypt were placed in the Prom-
ised Land.

Then Samson performed a
few miracles during the
apostasies in the time of the
Judges, preceding the kingdom.
Samuel led the way for the
founding of the kingdom and
anointed the first two kings.
Samson rent the young lion,
dew the Philistines with the
jawbone of an ass, and the
temple of Dagon was destroyed.
Those covered just a few years
after aperiod of 2500yearswhen
no human being performed a
miracle. Those performed were
by the decree of God Almighty,
and without human instrumen-

(See MIRACLES on page 21)
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tality. Thus it was for forty
years, by using Moses and
Aaron and Joshua, in connec-
tion with the delivering of the
Jews and placing them in the
Promised Land. Then 300 years
without a miracle. Then during
theperiod of apostasy preceding
the time God set His hand to
guide them in the matter of the
establishment of the kingdom,
therewerefour miracles.

Duringthekingdom period,
beginning 1141 and covering
the period to 826 B.C., the
miracles were, the ark of God
becoming a curse to the Philis-
tines; Uzzah dain by putting his
handson theark; the cruse of oil
that did not fail and the mea
wasted not. Therewereanumber
performed by Elijah and Elisha
in connection with the kingdom
of Israel, during an approximate
period of one hundred years.
Jehovah versus Baal; fire from
God consuming the king’s men
sent to fetch Elijah; thedividing
of the Jordan by both the man-
tle of Elijah and Elisha; and the
healing of the water with salt.
The only man healed in all the
Old Testament Scripturesduring
a period of 4000 years was
Naaman!

There is just one case of
divine healing unless you in-
clude Miriam, who was turned
leprous because of envy of
Moses wife, and was healed;
and the man who became lep-
rous because of sin, intruding
into the priests' office.

Thenthemiracleinconnec-
tionwith Jonah. From 862t0580,
about three hundred years, only
two miracles are recorded and
those are the preservation of the
Hebrew childreninthefiery fur-
nace and Daniel in thelions
den, and these two are the last
recorded in the Old Testament.

Thenext period of miracles
began in 27 A.D. and covered a
period of 32 years. They were

performed by the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, just as the first
period of miracles in the Old
Testament were performed by
God Himself without humanin-
strumentality. They were per-
formed during the three years
of His ministry; and then for a
few years thereafter by the
apostles.

Notice several things about
thesemiracles. Inthefirst place,
the time period. | have just said
until Mosestherewasnomiracle
performed by man, from 4000-
1491, 2500yearsplus.

Inthe Dispensation of Con-
science, Enoch was trand ated.

In the Dispensation of hu-
man government, theworld was
destroyed by water and Noah
and his family alone preserved,
closingthat dispensationand be-
ginningthedispensation of Prom-
ise. Every miraclehasadispensa-
tional connection. Moses and
Aaron, 2500yearsafter Adam,in
the beginning of the Dispensa-
tion of Law for 40 years per-
formed miracles, 1491 to 1451,
from the timeM osesfirst|ooked
into the face of Pharaoh he was
God' sservant and God sent him,
— from that time until Joshua
commandedthesuntostandstill,
and it stood still, there was not
another miraclerecordedfor 311
years, until the period of the
Judges.

Next, during the kingdom
period there was the curse of
the ark to the Philistines, Uzzah
dain by touching the ark, and
these two miracles were 100
years apart. Sixty-seven years
later we havethecruseof oil and
the barrel of meal, providing
miraculous supply for the wi-
dow. Fifty years later all these
miraclesof Elijahand Elisha, in-
cluding Jonah after a period of
125years.

There were no more
miracles until 580, these two
recorded in Daniel, leaving a
period of 600 years with not a
miracle. That was all in the
Dispensation of Law and in

connection with the kingdom
of lsrael. Notice the next
period was A.D. 27, Christ
Himself. Y ou can count thetime
yourself and see how far it was
from590B.C.t027A.D.,over 600
years.

Y et, you hear peopletaking
about miracles and you would
think that is about al God has
done since the making of Adam
until now. Buttheactua miracles
as recorded are few and far be-
tween, and al have a dispensa-
tional connection.

Notice Another Thing, the
Character of These Miracles

Primarily they were miracles
of judgment and not of benefi-
cence. In the first period there
were seven, from Adam to
Moses, covering 2500 yearsand
one was the trandation of
Enoch, already referred to, and
five were distinctively miracles
of divine judgment, and another
was connected with judgment
whichmadesix miraclesof judg-
ment out of seven.

In the second period, in
connection with Moses and
Aaron and Joshua, 18 out of 25
miracles were miracles of judg-
ment. Miracles of beneficence
werethe parting of the Red Sea
so the children of Israel could
go through, and that brought
judgment on Pharaoch and the
Egyptians. Without asingle ex-
ception savewater fromtherock
and manna from the sky they
weremiraclesof judgment.

During the next period, the
kingdom, seventeen out of 21
miracles were of divine judg-
ment upon sinful man.

There are a total of 57
miracles, and forty miracleswere
divine judgment upon man and
upon sin. Out of the whole list,
theother 17, only threehaveany-
thing to do with healing. Only
onewasdirectly divine healing,
andthat wasNaaman,; yet to hear
lots of people tak you would
think all God doesisheal people.

He certainly had fine opportuni-
tiesall duringthistimeif thereis
apremium on healing diseases.

The three healings men-
tioned are Naaman, healed di-
rectly by washing seventimesin
the water of Jordan; Abimelech
healed of the disease brought
upon him by judgment of Godin
connection with Abraham and
Sarah’slie;andMiriam, whowas
made leprous because of jeal-
ousy, heded of that leprosy.
Only onewasan outright case of
divinehealing.

The Next Thing to Notice Is
That Both God and the Devil
Performed Miracles

Don't takemy wordfor it. |
will read you some Scriptures.
Exodus, in the Old Testament,
chapter 7, verses 10-12. Now
every reputable Bible scholar |
know anything about recog-
nizes the fundamental principal
of first mention. The first men-
tion of a thing in the Bible in
teaching and interpretation will
more or less apply throughout
the Scriptures on that subject. If
you want to know the meaning
of a certain thing, find whereit
is first mentioned and you will
get the groundwork for it
throughout the Scripture. This
is true and recognized. Notice
Exodus7:10-12:

“And Moses and Aaron
went in unto Pharaoh and they
did so as the Lord had com-
manded; and Aaron cast down
his rod before Pharaoh and be-
fore hisservants, and it became
a serpent. Then Pharaoh aso
called the wise men and the sor-
cerers, now the magicians of
Egypt, they alsodidinlikeman-
ner with their enchantments.
For they cast down every man
his rod, and they became ser-
pents, but Aaron's rod swal-
lowed up their rod.”

The names of two of the
magicians Paul told Timothy

(See MIRACLES on page 22)
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wereJannesand Jambres. “ They
also did, in like manner with
their enchantments; for they
cast down every man his rod,
andtheybecameserpents.” That
is what the Book says! These
magicians did exactly the same
thing as Moses and Aaron,
identically the samething.

Who performed the
miracles? What do you think
about it? Let us suppose you
knew nothing about what was
involved and walked up to that
group of men and saw Aaron
casting his rod down and it be-
coming a serpent; and then the
other men walk up and do the
same thing. Which was genu-
ine? Aaron’s swallowed their
sup, the Bible tells us, which
showsthedevil hasthe power to
perform miracles, but God's
power is greater and Hisis ca-
pabl eof overcoming and defeat-
ing death by swallowingitupin
victory.

Notice again “And Moses
and Aaron did so, as the Lord
commanded, and he lifted up
the rod and smote the waters
that were in the river in the
sight of Pharaoh andinthesight
of his servants, and dl the
waters that were in the river
were turned to blood. And the
fish that wasin theriver died;
and the river stank and the
Egyptians could not drink of
thewater of theriver; and there
was blood throughout all the
land of Egypt. And the magi-
cians of Egypt did so with their
enchantments, and Pharaoh’s
heart was hardened, neither did
he harken unto them; as the
Lord had said. And Pharaoh
turned and went into his house,
neither did he set his heartto
thisalso. And all the Egyptians
digged round about the river
forwater todrink, for they could
not drink of the water of the
river” (Ex.7:20-25).

These Egyptian enchanters

did identically the same thing,
turned water into blood. Who
performedthereal miracles, and
who palmed off an imitation?
They were both miracles. Was
there any real difference? God
performed one, and the devil
performed the other. They were
both done through human in-
strumentality and no man |ook-
ing onwiththenatural eyecould
tell aparticleof difference.

If you have a question,
speak out, because | haven't
anything to go by but the
Word of God and | don’t mind
being interrupted about this. |
would not argue. | don’t trust
my word any more than any
other man. My one source of
confidence is the Word of
God, and | believeit withall my
soul. If the Bible teaches | can
perform miracles today, God
knows | want to get busy on it.
Thereisno use getting mad and
snorting about my attacking
your religion, because | am
teaching what the Word of God
teaches.

In the 8th chapter we come
to another, “ And the Lord spake
unto Moses, say unto Aaron,
stretch forth thine hand with
thy rod over the streams, over
the rivers, and over the ponds,
and cause frogs to come up
upon the land of Egypt. And
Aaron stretched out his hand
over the waters of Egypt; and
the frogs came up and covered
theland of Egypt. And themagi-
cians did so with their enchant-
ments, and brought up frogs
upon the land of Egypt” (EX.
857).

They did identically what
God' s servant did. What differ-
ence? No man with natural eye
could tell the difference. “ They
did so likewise with their en-
chantments.” They brought up
frogs.

The next reference, “And
the Lord said unto Moses, say
unto Aaron, stretch out thy rod
and smite the dust of the land
what it may becomelicethrough-

out al the land of Egypt. And
they did so; for Aaron stretched
out his hand with his rod and
smotethedust of theearthand it
becamelicein man andin beast;
all the dust of the land became
lice throughout al the land of
Egypt. And the magicians did
so with their enchantments to
bring forth lice, but they could
not; so there werelice upon man
and upon beast. Then the magi-
cians said unto Pharaoh, Thisis
thefinger of God” (Ex. 8:16-19).

They couldn’t do that one.
They could do everything but
turn dust into lice. Nobody but
God can do that, createlife.

Now that is what we have
in the land today. | call your at-
tention to this situation, How
can a man with the natural eye
pass judgment on miracles? |
challenge any man, no matter
how great he is nor where he
camefrom, any divinehealer, to
pick out reputable physiciansin
the land and perform a miracle,
miraculously heal a disease, and
let it stand a scientific test. If it
can pass that | will gladly join
hischurch or cult, or whatever it
is.

Folks say, “But | have seen
these miracles.” So did the en-
chanters of Pharaoh. Some
even say, “I myself have been
cured by them.” People have
told me that, even when they
were nearly dead. Sister Aimee
Semple McPherson spends half
her timeinthe hospital although
she “heals’ people. She comes
out like an angel from heaven,
swishing around, and those
folkswill pull off their ringsand
practically pluck outtheir eyes
to furnish her with money. How
shedoesit, | don't know.

Since | haven't time to go
into all thesemiraclesintheOld
Testament, let us come to the
New Testament. Inthe Old Tes-
tament we see thefirst miracles
performed by men, upto a
certain point, were absolutely
and perfectly imitated by the
devil.

Now | will meetany preacher
of any sect or ism on this ques-
tion, anywherewecanhaveafair
discussion, if he will accept the
Word of God for what it really
teaches and not what it seemsto
teach. Turnto Acts 8.

Here we have aduplication
of what we have seen over in
Exodus: “ThenPhilipwentdown
to the city of Samaria and
preached Christ unto them. And
the peoplewith one accord gave
heed unto those things which
Phillip spake, hearingand seeing
the miracles which he did. For
unclean spirits, crying with loud
voice, came out of many that
were possessed with them; and
many takenwith palsiesand that
were lame were healed” (Acts
857).

Notice the kind of miracles
he performed — “and therewas
great joy in that city.”

“But there was a certain
man, called Simon, whichbefore
timeinthesamecity used sorcery
and bewitched the people of
Samaria, giving out that himself
was some great one; to which
they all gave heed from the
least to the greatest, saying,
This man is the great power of
God.” (Ex.8:9-10).

He had performed miracles
all over that land, and the whole
province of Samaria had turned
to him, saying, “Thismanisthe
great power of God.” But when
Philip went down there preach-
ing, he performed miracles that
went beyond thisfellow.

He, Simon the Sorcerer,
looked into the matter, pro-
fessed conversion, and wasbap-
tized when we are sure he was
never saved.

Philip healed all manner of
diseases — the Bible says that,
doesn't it? He preached the
gospdl, and yet not asingle one
of his converts received the
gift of the Holy Spirit, as the
discipleshad onthe Day of Pen-
tecost and in the house of

(See MIRACLES on page 23)
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Cornelius. Who did it? Two
apostles, and there are no more
apostles after they passed off
the scene, and there is not a
single case of receiving the gift
of the Holy Spirit by laying on
of hands unless an apostlewas
involved in it.

Inevery casewheretheHoly
Spiritwasimparted by layingon
of hands it was by an apostle or
in the case of an apostle, and |
defy any man today — | don’t
care who he is or whereheis
from—to lay hishands on any-
body and impart the Holy Spirit
unless he is an apostle. And
there were no successors to the
apostles, regardless of what the
Pope says, and there have been
no apostles since the Apostolic
days. When folks receive any-
thing by the laying on of any
preacher’s hands, it is some-
thingelse. Itisn'ttheHoly Spirit
they get.

Satan isan imitator. Heis
the seed of the Serpent. Notice
Genesis 3:15. That iswhere the
wholeconflictstarted, “ | will put
enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head and thou shalt bruise his
heel.”

The Seed of the woman,
and the seed of the Serpent.
Paul declares in Galatians the
Seed of the woman is not plural
but singular, and that seed is
Jesus Christ; and the seed of the
serpent is after the same order,
the same word — not seeds but
seed, and that person is the
seed of the serpent, aman born,
begotten by Satan, born ahu
man being in this world; and |
think heiswalking about today,
fromthelooksof several fellows.
Get ready for your Totalitarian
State. You business men, just
make up your mind to turn your
business over to the govern-
ment, or elsedowhat they say. It
doesn't make any difference

who the President is, becauseit
iscoming. Finally theworldwill
be ruled by this one man, the
most brilliant thisworld hasever
seen. He will do things miracu-
lously. He is wiser than Daniel
and no secret is hidden from
him. Satan personified. Wewill
haveit inthiscountry, and there
is areason outside the Bible
saying it will be so.

You can't live among ban-
dits and survive without a gun,
or else they will put you out of
business.

Great Britain hasto have a
Totalitarian state, and so has
France. How can they get along
without it? They must have
authority vested in one person
who can say what they will do
and what they won't do; and
we will have to have it in this
country. Multiplied thousands
of men will tell you what we
needisadictator. Thatiswhatwe
aregoing to haveall right. | tell
you Satan isan imitator. Heisa
good one, too. He is as good as
these magicians in Egypt and
Samaria. Heisthesourceof their
power.

Some of them camped on
the trail of the apostles who
preached the gospel. There is
not just one case, but the land
wasfilledwithit.

Notice 2 Corinthians and
read thisif you have never read
it. The misconception we have
of Satan is our problem. You
can't get people to believe
Satanperformsmiracles. If there
isoneperformed, they just know
God did it. But that isnot what
theBiblesays, Notice, “ For such
are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming them-
selves into the apostles of
Christ. Andnomarvel, for Satan
himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Thereforeitisno
great thing if his ministers also
be transformed asthe ministers
of righteousness; whose end
shall beaccordingtotheir works’
(2Cor.11:13-15).

That iswhat we havetoday,

exactly. “Deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into
the apostles of Christ.” That is
what theBook says, isn’tit?ltis
not atheory. It is not imagina
tion. It is afact of divineinspi-
ration. “Transforming them-
selves into apostles of Christ.”

Judas Iscariot was one for
three years. He preached the
gospd like al the rest. He was
with them night and day. He
paid thebillsfor the group, until
Jesus said, “ One of you will be-
tray me.” The first oneto ask
him, “Is it 17" was John. Each
disciple suspected himself and
not one suspected Judas, so
perfectly had he put over his
deception. He did not let it dlip
out, except in the case of being
greedy for money. He was
overzealous about the poor and
resented any honor or glory be-
stowed upon Christ that cost
money. It al came out later.
Judas performed miraclesasdid
therest of them.

He put over his deception
by virtue of the fact that he
actualy fulfilled the mission of
an apostle of Jesus Christ and he
was the last man suspected of
betraying the Lord. “And no
marvel, for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of
light.” He is no rawhead and
bloody bones. He has intelli-
gence, brilliance, brains. Thisis
thechief characteristic of Satan.
he rivals God, and desires to
supplant Him.

Now | amreadingthe Scrip-
ture, look at it for yourself,
“And no marvel, for Satan him-
self istransformed into anangel
of light.” Heisnowhoremonger,
adulterer, reprobate, drunkard.
The biggest fool notion in the
world is for some fellow who
getsdrunk tosay, “ Thedevil ...."
The devil | say. Itisthedevil,
in that flesh of yours, that de-
sire to feel good by getting
tanked up without a thought as
to how rotten you will feel
beforeitisover.

A man runs off andturns

his back on his wife and is too
rotten even for hell to treat a
woman that way, and says, “It
was the devil.” Oh, no. It was
that fleshly natureyou yielded
to instead of being a man, like
you ought to be. The devil isn't
doing that kind of thing. That
doesn’t advertise his business
at al. He has more sense than
that.

“And no marvel, for Satan
himself is transformed into an
angel of light.” “Thereforeit is
no great thing if his ministers
also betransformed asthe min-
isters of righteousness.” Did
you read that? My friends, let
us be sensible about this. If |
came to Houston and expected
to get a big crowd of folks and
had the power and character and
training and experience to do it
and knew how to get a crowd
tuned up to my psychology and
put something over on them, |
certainly would not come as a
drunkard or running with loose
women. How far would | get?

| tell youwhat | would do.
| would get the biggest tent |
could find, advertise it, good
music, organize the people by
deceiving them with gospel
messages, and then go to heal-
ing them and making them think
| could do it by preaching the
gospd of Jesus Christ. No one
could raise a question. Some
would say, “I heard that man,
and | have never heard a better
sermon on the cross.”

There isn’t but one way |
could deceive decent people
and that is by living a clean,
honorable life and showing ev-
ery evidence as Judas Iscariot
did that | wasadisciple of Jesus
Christ. IfI didn’t, atleast | would
cover it up so nobody would
know it and preach the Truth as
far as the gospel is concerned
and work and weave in my de-
ceitfulnessand get the peoplein
my handsand start themto pray-
ing and pleading for power

(See MIRACLES on page24)
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TATER...
(Continued from page 10)

qualities, but her greatest fault
seemsto bethat of awayswait-
ing for someone else to go
ahead. This characteristic is
probably due in part to the
dominant attitude of her hus-
band. Sheisarather timid soul,
and quite hesitant about advanc-
ing her ideas or doing anything
without waiting for the advice
of someone else, especialy her
husband.

Cousin Imi-Tater is quite
anattractiveyounglady, and has
some qualities which are not
seen in any other member of the
family. Perhapsher greatest lack
isthat of originality. Shealways
wants to do what other people
do, and that in spite of what God
says “Thou shalt not follow a
multitudetodoevil” (Ex. 23:2).

Cousin Agi-Tater is the
other girl in the family, and is
quite different from her mother
or sister. Although she seemsto
be possessed of unflagging
zeal and unlimited energy, sheis
constantly stirring up trouble.
She is somewhat of a loose-
tongued busy-body. Appar-
ently, she has not learned what
God means when He says,

“Thou shalt not go up and down
as a talebearer among thy
people’ (Lev.19:164).

Cousin Spec-Tater is the
only soninthefamily, andseems
to be obsessed with theideathat
he is outnumbered by the femi-
nineportionof thefamily. Heisa
quiet, humble, unassuming sort
of fellow. Hisworst faultisthat
he never doesanything. Hesim-
ply sitsor stands quietly by and
looksonwithout much comment
about what the others do.

Do you belong to the Tater
family?If so, which member are
you? |
MIRACLES...

(Continued from page 23)

power, power, and get them to
such apitch that | could put my
hands on them and they would
fall over.

That isn't the way Bible
miracles were performed, but
that is the way it is being done
today and in this city.

Why not check up and see
if that fellow cured of cancer
really had cancer? If you find
someone with an imaginary
disease and pull off some psy-
chology on him, of course he
could be “healed.” they can
“heal” imaginary diseases; but
when it comes to real disease,
they are buried in a short while
after being “divinely healed” or
else put in an insane asylum.

If a man is going to pam
himself off asaminister of righ-
teousness, he has to do righ-
teousness and preach right-
eousness. How could he do it
otherwise?If hetransformshim-
self into aminister of righteous-
ness, he hasto do it and preach
it or else he can't deceive any-
body.

Wherever thereis an Abel,
thereisaCainsomewhereabout.
Wherever there isaSeth, there
is a Lamech. Wherever thereis
an Abraham, thereisaNimrod.
Wherever there is a Melchi-
sedec, there is a Chedolaomer.

Wherever there is a Moses,
somewhere around in the same
neighborhood there is a Pha
raoh. Wherever thereisaDavid,
somewhere nearby there is a
Saul. Wherever there is a
Solomon, somewhere nearby
there is an Absalom. Wherever
thereisaJohn the Baptist, there
is a Herod. Wherever Jesus
Christ is, there is a Judas
Iscariot. Wherever therearetrue
ministers of Jesus Christ, some-
wherearoundthereareministers
of Satan.

They havetobeministersof
righteousness and preach it and
practice it and teach it, or they
could not fool anybody. Thereis
the true and the false. Ministers
of Christ and ministersof Satan.
Thereisthe Seed of thewoman,
and the seed of the serpent.

These men who perform
miracles, do they still any
storms? Let them try their hand
on the Gulf of Mexico when she
getsrowdy sometime. Jesus did
that, the Bible tells us— stilled
the waves and thewinds. Do
any modern miracle workers
producelife?| would liketo see
that. If they do these other
miracles, why don't they pro-
ducelife? Do any of them raise
the dead? Simon Peter did, and
Paul did, and Christ did, and in
the Old Testament a dead man
touched the bones of Elijah and
he camejumping out of thetomb
aliveman. If any of thesemodern
“hedlers’ can do this, let them
demonstratetheir ability and we
will gladly acknowledge their
cams.

Can they school the fish
into the net?If they can, | would
like to go fishing with them to-
morrow. Canany of themdivide
the rivers today? Joshua and
Mosesand Elijahand Elishadid.
All these men did unbelievable
things. Do you know anyone
doing like that today? From
Aimee Semple McPherson to
every protégé, there isn't one
who will submit to a scientific
test of their “miracles.” When

they heal people, why not get an
upright physician to examine
the case before it is cured, and
then passonitimmediately after
itiscuredandallow areasonable
length of timeto passand exam-
ine them again? | will believeit
if they pass a test like that; if
not, | don’t carewhat it seemsto
be. Are you folks afraid to say
“Amen” around here?

“Healing” the body and
“gpeaking in tongues’ are the
onlytwomiraclesthat arebeing
performed today. They have
been exposed time and time
again as fakes, both of them,
and yet they do the same thing
over and over and delude
people. They keep on fooling
somebody else.

| makethechallenge— will
they meet a scientific test? Any
honest man will. That isthe test
that needs to be made. Who is
going to say by looking on that
amiracleisperformed?

| thank God Heisperform-
ing miracles today. One of the
greatest miraclesof all waswhen
he transformed me from a lost
sinner into a Son of God; that is
greater than healing leprosy or
creating auniverse. Thegraceof
Godthat cancleanseasinner and
transform him into ajoyful new
creature in Christ — thank God
for the grace of God that can do
that! Amazing Grace!

But, if God and any of His
people are performing miracles
today, then soisthedevil and his
ministers. That is according to
the Scripture! Amen! ]
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