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The Security of the Believer

By John H. Mattox

This doctrine is often pre-
sented in asummarized form as
“once saved, always saved.”
This statement of the doctrine,
while posing no difficulty to
those who understand the full
scope of salvation; seems to
evokeamilitant oppositionfrom
those who do not have such an
understanding. To such indi-
viduals, the statement, “once
saved, aways saved,” appears
to imply that being saved
amounts to acquiring a sin-
license, so that aperson, once
he is saved, may thereafter sin
withimpunity. Thefact that sal-
vation involves regeneration,
resulting in a new nature being
implanted inthebeliever, seems
to be unknown to those who
oppose the doctrine.

However, since there is so
much possibility for misunder-
standing the doctrine when it is
presented from this viewpoint,
the writer hasaways preferred
to refer toit as“the security of
the believer” or as*“the preser-
vation of the saints.” The doc-
trine, while taught in many pas-
sages of both Testaments, is
given rather elaborate treat-
ment by the Apostle Paul in the
eighth chapter of his Epistle to
the Romans, verses 28 through
39. Atleastfivedifferent linesof
argument are employed by the
Apostle to prove that a believer

in Christ can never lose his sal-
vation. Thesefivearguments, for
want of better terminology,
may becalled, “thegeneral argu-
ment,” “the theological argu-
ment,” “ thepractical argument,”
“the legal argument,” and “the
devotional argument.” Let us
consider each of these argu-
mentsin detail.

The General Argument

Paul’s general argument
proving the security of the
saved is stated in verse 28: “ For
we know that all things work
together for good to them that
love God; to them which arethe
caled according to his pur-
pose.” Had Paul referred in this
argument only to “those who
love God,” it could conceivably
be argued that the effectiveness
of such a wonderful promise
would depend upon thefervor
of our lovefor God. Sinceweare
all aware that our lovefor God
is not what it should be, we
might, therefore, find little con-
solation in this passage. How-
ever, Paul further identifies
those who “love God,” asthose
who “arethe called according to
his purpose.” This makes the
promisean objective, rather than
a subjective, one; it does not
depend upon the degree of our
love for God, but rather rests

upon the fact that He has called
us unto salvation.

Granted, then, that the sub-
jects of this remarkable assur-
ance include all who have been
effectually called of God, whatis
the actual import of the state-
ment? Simply this: “If it istrue
that all things work together for
good to those who are saved
(called of God), then they
cannot lose their salvation; for
to do so would certainly not be
fortheir good. Itisimpossibleto
concede the truth of this pas-
sageandyet arguewithany sem-
blance of logic that these to
whom “all thingswork together
for good,” could, nevertheless,
belost! The same assurance, al-
though stated in negative terms,
is found in the Old Testament,
“There shall no evil happen to
thejust” (Prov. 12:21). However,
if it were possible for the just to
lose their salvation, that would
be an evil happening indeed!

The Theological Argument

Thisline of argument is suf-
ficient to convince the believer
of his eternal security, but God
not only comforts the hearts of
His children through His word,
but also stops the mouths of
unbelievers. Thus, Paul is not
content merely with stating a
general argument as to the

believer's security; he passes
on to what may be termed the
theol ogical argument. Thisargu-
ment is based on the known
facts of God' s dealingswith the
saved. They were first fore-
known, then predestined to be
conformed to the image of
God's Son; they were then
called, thenjustified, then glori-
fied. Whileall five of these acts
are spoken of in the past tense,
it is obvious that glorification,
as far as our experience is con-
cerned, is yet in the future.
However, Paul is stating the
facts from the viewpoint of
God, who “caleth the things
that be not, as though they
were.” Thus our final salvation
depends upon afive-link chain,
whose links were forged by
God, Himsdlf, stretchingfrometer-
nity past to eternity future. Who
can break such a chain as that?
From eternity past, when God
foreknew His elect, to eternity
future, when He shall glorify
those same elect ones, every
step in our salvation is thework
of God. Having first purposed
to save us, and then having
carried out that purpose and
having actually saved us, would
He then, because of wrong-
doing on our part, cast us out?
We did not have to do good to

(See SECURITY on page 23)
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The Book of Revelation -- M essage #31 tried in the fire, that thou N9 Christians. | have heard

ThelLord on the OQutside

By M. L. Moser, Editor

[This message on “ThelLord
On the Outside” was preached
Sunday evening, July 1, 1979,
and isprinted “as preached.” It
isoneof aseriesof 113 messages
on the Book of Revelation
preached at the Central Baptist
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas
over aperiodof twoyears, 1979-
1981. Itisour hope to complete
transcribing all of them andto
printtheminthe formof averse-
by-versecommentary. Forthose
who might beinterested, tapes
of these messages are available
fromtheeditor.]

TheLordwilling, wewill go
ahead and finish this chapter to-
night. Next Sunday morningwe
will bebringingamessageonthe
subject of “The Rapture.” The
Rapturetakesplaceright here at
the end of chapter three and be-
forethebeginningof chapterfour,

and so wewill belooking to the
subject of “The Rapture” next
Sunday morning.

Revelation chapter 3 begin-
ning with verse 14, we will read
that passage of scripture that
relatestothechurchof Laodicea.

“And unto the angel of the
church of the Laodiceanswrite;
Thesethings saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of
God; | know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: |
would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art luke-
warm, and neither cold nor hot,
| will spuethee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, | amrich,
and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked: |
counsel thee to buy of me gold
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mayest be rich; and white rai-
ment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
Asmany as| love, | rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore,
and repent. Behold, | stand at
the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the
door, | will comein to him, and
will sup with him, and he with
me. To him that overcometh
will | grant to sit with mein my
throne, even as| alsoovercame,
and amset down with my Father
in his throne. He that hath an
ear, let himhear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.”

Remember thismorning that
wetalked to you about the chas-
tening of the Lord, that the Lord
talked about the fact that He
chastensthosethat are His. That
His chastening was because of
Hislovefor those that He chas-
tens. That He chastens His own
children, and that the Scripture
says in the Book of Hebrews
chapter 12 that if ye be without
chastening, then you are not a
childof God. Youareafasepro-
fessor, one who is simply a
church member and nothing
more.

ThentheLord urgedthemto
repent. In verse 19 He says “Be
zealous therefore, and repent.”
The Lord then in verses 20 and
21, makes a promise to this
church. Hesays, “Behold, | stand
at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open
the door, | will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he
with me. To him that over-
cometh will | grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as | also
overcame, and am set down
with my Father in histhrone.”

Now | wantto notetheprom-
isesmadein thisverse. First we
need to recognize to whom this
promiseismade. Thispromiseis
made to a church. It is made to
those who are, at least, profess-

messages preached from this
verse many times. In fact, prob-
ably in my younger days, | aso
preached from this verseina
way in which | applied it to an
unsaved person, a lost indi-
vidual. | have preacheditina
way inwhich| quoted “Behold|
stand at the door and knock,”
and stated that here God is
standing outside of a person’s
heart door and Heisknocking
for entrance to enter so that He
might save. | do not know how
many messagesthat | haveheard
preached concerning that, and
preached along that line, but if
youwill notevery clearly that is
not the subject of this verse.
Jesus is not standing outside of
alost sinner’ sheart knocking on
that heart to gain entrance. In
reality, this does not even talk
about salvation at all. Nowhere
do youfind, or doesit say, that
“if any man hear my voice and
open the door | will comeinto
him and will save him.” This
doesnot say thisat al. Thisisa
picture of Jesus standing on the
outside of His own church, the
church of Laodicea. Hereisthe
Lord on the outside of His
church, and He is knocking on
the door of that church and
seeking admittance into His
own church. It does not say that
if He gains admittancethat He
isgoing to save, but the promise
of Jesusisto sup with those that
open unto Him. Now the condi-
tionisthis, Hewill supwiththem
if they open the door.

The church of Laodicea had
everything. We have read here
inverses 16 and 17 “thou sayest
| am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of noth-
ing.” This church had every-
thing except onething. They had
everything except Christ. He
was on the outside seeking to
gainentranceby knocking. Heis
ontheoutsideandexcludedfrom
that very church that claimed to

(See CHURCH on page 18)
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The Work of the Prophets -- M essage #1

A Distinguished Ministry

By R. Nelson Colyar

This column has been des-
ignated by the Editor to carry
messages on the subject which
heads thiscolumn, “The Work
of the Prophets.” It isthe privi-
lege of the writer to present a
number of studies on the subject
for your reading.

The Purpose Of It.

The purpose of making
these studies is to stimulate
thinking upon a greatly ne-
glected Bibletheme. Itissafeto
say, | think, that thegreat major-
ity of Christian people, includ-
ing many of the ministry, have
formed a bias against the sub-
ject of prophecy. The average
person thinks of the work of the
prophets solely as that of fore-
telling future events. It is true
that foretelling future eventsis
a part of the work of the Bible
prophets, both of the Old and of
the New Testaments. But if we
stopthereweshall missthemark
verywidely.

Thentherearemany whoare
biased by much wild specula-
tion indulged by some who
would interpret the prophetic
writings today. The subject has
been played upon much, and
not a little of it has been done
more to gain a popular hearing
than to accomplish the legiti-
mateendsof preaching. Somany
interpretations have proved
superficial and some so mani-
festly false that many unread in
the subject have discredited all
attempts at profitable study of
the subject. Surely suchisnot a
right attitude toward the Holy
Scriptures. Conclusions based
upon bias seldom square with
the truth. They do great harm,
particularly to the one who
holds them, as well as to the

young Bible student who isin-
fluenced thereby.

There is one matter of cau-
tion, however, which must not
be forgotten or waived aside as
unimportant, in making these
studies; namely, that as there
were false prophets among the
people in olden times, so there
are false teachers among us
now, as Peter tells us, “who
privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them and
bring upon themselves swift
destruction” (2 Pet. 2:1). And
theprophet Peter warnsus, thus:
“And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be
evil spoken of.” This answers
the question, Why do so many
of God's people demur at the
study of the prophets?

It iswell to be cautious; but
it is not wisdom to reject the
word and work of the prophets.
Fromthebeginningof theworld,
“God hath spoken by the mouth
of his holy prophets’ (Acts
3:21). Is it good that thiswork
of the ministry should be so
universally neglected in
Christendom? Certainly itisnot
good. We also need to be cau-
tious lest false teachers influ-
ence us to the extent that the
way of truth be evil spoken of
among us. It is the purpose of
this series of studiesto stress
thework of the prophetic office,
especialy as it pertains to our
owntimes.

Fourfold Division of the
Work of the Ministry

Welearnfromthe Scriptures
that the propheticwork isaNew

(SeePROPHECY onpagel6)

The Deaconess?

By RonnieRogers

(From Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine)

Some who believe women
cannot pastor, believe women
can serve as deacons. Some of
the debate revolves around the
issueof ordination, whether dea-
cons are viewed as administra-
tive bodies or servants with no
authority and historical prac-
tices. While these issues merit
consideration, they can also ob-
scure some clear biblical in-
sights, such as:

1 Timothy 3:11isassumed
by someto refer to deaconesses.
However, it does not use the
word “deaconesses’ but rather
theword“women” — the Greek
word trandlated “women” here
is also found in verses 2 and
12 trandated “wife.” It can be
trandated wife or woman but
never deaconess. Also He could
have used the word “dea
coness,” maybe He didn't
because He didn’'t mean
deaconess.

If verse 11 refers to
deaconesses, one must ask,
why are there only four
qualifications for her when the
deacon has nine?

The progression of the text
flows smoothly from elders (vv.
1-7) and deacons (vv. 8-13). If
thewomenarewivesof deacons,
thetextisnot interrupted sincea
deacon’s wife's lack of
commitment could disqualify
him. However, if these are
deaconeses, Paul moves from
elders to deacons to dea-
conesses and back to deacons.
One must ask, “Why interject
another office in the middle of
setting forth the qualifications
of another office?” It is
contextually and grammatically
best to understand women as
wives of deacons.

There is not even amention

of anofficial, organized body of
deaconesses in the New
Testament. Thisisinlight of the
undeniable and sufficient
teaching related to male dea
consin Scripture.

You might ask, “What
about Phoebe, who is called a
servant in Romans 16:17" The
word translated “servant” is
the same word translated
“deacon” in 1 Timothy 3:8. This
leads some to conclude that
Phoebe was a deaconess, thus
sanctioning women  deacons;
however by that line of
reasoning, Jesus, the disciples,
Apollos, Paul, Timothy and
others would be deacons
because they're all called
servants (Greek word for
deacon). The fact is, Jesus and
Paul were no more occupying
the office of deacon than
Phoebe; Paul was clearly
stressing service, not office.

In light of these examples,
it seems clear that the push
for women elders and deacon-
is born out of societal
pressure rather than scriptural
principles.

[Ronnie Rogers, pastor of
L akeside Baptist Church in Hot
Springs, is president of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State
Convention.][

Churches And
Preaching

Some churches are lodged
to death and some are clubbed
to death and some are
societyized to death and some
are organized to death and some
are starved to death and some
are entertained to death and
some are sung to death (but not
with spiritual songs) and some
are hugged to death by the
world and someareunionizedto
death and some are lectured to
death and some areritualized to
death, but you never heard of a
Baptist church being preached
to death. — From Why Be A
Baptist.l
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. thisearth. Author, diplomat,and  yence that the liberal theory of
Liberal Myths theologian Dr. John Elder, on  pe  |qe Gospels is pure
« the discovery of the so-caled  \tholoav. Thereis no longer The Secret File On John
AbOUt Late Ryland Manuscript in Egypt, an);/ neegyfor us to pay attgn- Birch. Hannibal Books, 921
] . .
Gospels observes: tion to the bizarre, mythology-  Center St., Hannibal, MO 6340.

By Stephen Caesar

In the May 1995 issue of
The Baptist Challenge there
wasanarticleentitled“Matthew
Papyrus Threatens Liberal
Theories.” It dealt with the fact
that a German papyrologist has
recently dated three small frag-
ments of the Gospel of
Matthew to atime very closeto
the era that Christ walked the
earth. Actualy, this discovery
is not the first, but merely the
most recent, archeological find
proving that the Gospels were
indeed written shortly after the
timeof Christ’ sdeath and resur-
rection.

The German’s discovery
helped to explode one of the
most popular myths engen-
dered by opponents of Biblical
infalibility, which is that the
Gospels were written long after
the time of Christ, thereby ren-
dering them susceptible to
additions, omissions, em-
bellishments, and exaggerations.
Twentieth-century discoveries
of extremely ancient New Testa-
ment manuscripts, however,
have proved thisto be afallacy.
For exampl e, papyrusfragments
from the Gospel of Mark were
discovered in the Holy Land
and were dated by scientiststo
around the year 50 AD, proving
that Mark’s Gospel was in
circulation within ageneration
of Jesus death. Scholar Louis
Cassdls pointed out that this
early date “indicates the people
closest to the events — Jesus
original followers — found
Mark’ sreport accurateandtrust-
worthy, not myth but true his-
tory.”

Similarly, theGospel of John
has been proved to date from a

“It is the oldest portion of
the New Testament yet found
[until the very recent discovery
of the Matthew fragments men-
tioned above]; it is believed to
date from about the year AD 125
... [and] has been identified asa
portion of the Gospel of John....
To find that it was in existence
beforeAD 125, andlong enough
before so that a copy of it had
reached Egypt, completely dis-
proves the theory of alater date
of composition.”

With tangible evidence like
that, it is no wonder the late Sir
Frederic Kenyon, director of
the British Museum and the
world's foremost authority on
ancient  manuscripts, con-
cluded:

“The interval between the
dates of origina composition
and the earliest extant evidence
becomesso small astobeinfact
negligible, and the last founda-
tion for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to
us substantialy as they were
written has now been removed.
Both the authenticity and the
general integrity of the books of
the New Testament may be re-
garded asfinally established.”

Another equally eminent
scholar of antiquity, Dr. William
Albright, concurred, stating:

“Thereisnolonger any solid
basis for dating any book of the
New Testament after about AD
80, two full generations before
the date between 130 and 150
given by the more radical New
Testament critics.... Inmy opin-
ion, every book of theNew Tes-
tament waswritten by abaptized
Jew between the forties and
eighties of the first century AD
(very probably sometime be-
tween about AD 50 and 75).”

These discoveries and state-
ments by modern archeology’s

filledreligionof liberalism.We
have the Bible — the
archeologically proven Holy
Bible — on which to lay the
bedrock of our faith. Libera
theologians can have their
“LateGospel” mythology —as
for me and my house, we will
servethe Lord!

[Stephen Caesar is head of
Bible Proof Ministries and
author of “Many Infallible
Proofs: A Defense of the Holy
Bible asthe Infallible Word of
God.” For more information,
call 1-800-PROOFS-9.]0

$12.95 plus $2. shipping and
handling.

General Claire Chennaullt,
legendary leader of the Flying Ti-
gers of World War |1 fame, lay
dying.

“1 loved that young man like
ason,” theOld Tiger rasped. “He
should have been given the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor and
instead they covered up his mur-
der.

“His work behind Japanese
lines was rugged and dangerous

(See BIRCH on page 17)

anti-God causes."

Do You Appreciate The Baptist Challenge?

We have over 4,000 subscribers of The Baptist Chal-
lenge. Asyou know, itissent freeto all who request it, and
we thank the Lord for the individuals and churches that
contribute to its support each month in order that we might
keep this magazine going. Few have any idea of the cost of
producingand mailing this 24-page magazine each month.

Thereis one way that everyone of you can help support
TheBaptist Challenge, and at the same time help yourself.
That is by subscribing to LifelLine Long Distance Service.
Quoting a paragraph from the American Federation for
Decency publication it says: "Nearly every group of radical
left-wingersin Americaisbeing encouraged to switch its
long distance phoneserviceto carrierswho giveapercentage
of their phone billsto causes such as the National Gay and
Leshian Task Force, Planned Parenthood of Americaand
the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund.They are
poolingtheir financial resourcesto promotetheir anti-family,

Weurgeour readersto switchto LifeLine L ong Distance
Service. When you switch to LifeLine Long Distance
Service, 10% of your long distance billing will be givento
The Baptist Challenge. It won't cost you anything and in
most cases, your long distance phone bill will decrease.

LifeLine is a mgjor long distance carrier like AT&T,
MCI and Sprint, except, likeus, LifeLineiscommittedto
family values and decency. To make this change, call

1 (800) 800-7550

Besuretotell theoperator youwant TheBaptist Challenge
toget thecredit.
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Angry Baptists Decry Sale of
Church to "Pagan" Hindus

By Arthur B. Houk

In the spring of 1994 | be-
came the pastor of Valley View
Baptist church in Northridge,
Cdlifornia. A fewmonthsearlier,
inDecember of 1993, thechurch
had deeded over its rather
extensive property to the Con-
servative Baptist Association
of Southern California (CBA).
This was done because the con-
gregationfeltthat the CBA lead-
ership would protect the build-
ing and keep it available for our
church. It should be remem-
bered that this church has been
and is now a CBA church. My
name and the name of our
church is listed on page 23 of
the current CBA national direc-
tory.

However, when| becamethe
pastor, | began to discover that
the CBA leadership of Southern
Cdlifornia had no intention of
keeping the building for our
church. The CBA refused to put
in writing what they would do
to keep the property for the
church. When the congregation
discovered this, they were ap-
palled and frightened. With the
congregation’s full knowledge
and approval, the officers and
myself then wrote to the CBA
headquarters here in Southern
Californiaandrequestedthat they
return the property to the con-
gregation. This request has
never been answered. | am still
awaiting aletter from the CBA
leadership telling us, one way
or the other, whether they will
save the property for our
church.

Instead of helping us, the
denominational leaders sold
our church to a Hindutemple.
It isnow in escrow. Our build-
ing was sold to the Hindu
Temple and Cultural Center,
21213 Devonshire, Chatsworth,
Cdlifornia91313.

AsBaptists, wearehorrified
that our church building has
been sold by the CBA leadersto
a non-Christian group, and we
are being literaly kicked out.
Where is compassion for those
people who paid for the build-
ing? We feel that any honest
person will agreethat we should
not bekicked out of thebuilding
wepaidfor.

Arthur B. Houk, Pastor

* % %

The LosAngeles Timesin
an article August 5 stated as
follows: “TheValley View Bap-
tist Church on Roscoe Boule-
vard ‘has been sold out from
under us' by the Conservative
Baptist Assn.’s Southern Cali-
forniaheadquartersin Anaheim,
pastor Arthur B. Houk said this
week. Thebuyer, aHindu group
that has been seeking a place to
worship for severa years, plans
to convert the church into the
San Fernando Valley’s third
Hindutemple.”

“Although the pastor con-
ceded that the sale is proba
bly legal, hecomplainedinlet-
ters mailed to the more than
1,000 member churches of the
national body that the
association’s leaders had be-
trayed hiscongregation aswell
astheL atino and Korean Chris-
tian congregations that share
space in two buildings on the
property.

“*Much to the horror of our
congregation, we discovered a
few daysagothat the CBA lead-
ership has aready sold the
property to aHindu cult,” Houk
wrote.

“DavidA.Hay, executivedi-
rector of the regional Baptist
association, declined to be
interviewed. But inaJuly 28
letter to the denomination’s

Young Pastor
KnowsHis
Bible

A young preacher ap-
peared before a Pulpit Commit-
tee. Thechairman of the com-
mittee asked, “Young man, do
you know your Bible?" “Yes”
the young man replied, “I know
my Bible.”

“What part do you know
best?’ The chairman asked.

pastors nationwide, respond-
ing to Houk’'s accusations,
Hay noted that California law
forbids property sellers to
discriminate on the basis of
religion.

“Prithvi Rgj Singh, president
of the Artesia-based Federation
of Hindu Temples and Associa
tions, took issue Friday with
the labels that have been used.
‘Thisgroup is part of arespect-
able Hindu tradition,” Singh
said. ‘And it is unfortunate that
some religious people still use
words like ‘pagan’ to describe
another religion.”

“The congregation turned
its debt-free deed over to the
regional officeof the denomina-
tion on Dec. 2, 1993, believing
that the step would preserve its
status as a Conservative Baptist
church. Deeding the land and
buildings to the regional group
was seen by the small congrega-
tion as a way of preventing a
‘hostile takeover’ — such asif
20 new members joined and
voted to switch the church to
another denomination.

“Houk, 66, of Sylmar, who
pastored churches in Ohio and
Indiana during most of his
ministry declared that Hay had
declined to meet alonewith him
and the congregation to answer
guestions about the property
sae.”

The property was sold
for more than a half-million
dollars.l]

The young preacher replied,
“Well, | know itall good... the
Old Testament and the New
Testament.

The chairman said, “Well,
why don’t you tell usastory ...
how about the story of the Good
Samaritan?’

The young preacher replied
that would befinewith him, so
he began:

“There was a man of the
Pharisees named Nicodemus
who went down to Jerico by
night, and fell on stony ground,
and the thorns choked him half
to dead." He said “What shall |
do?’ “I shall arise and go to my
Father's house.” And he arose
and climbed up into asycamore
tree.

The next day Solomon and
hiswife Gomorrah cameby, and
they carried him down to the
ark for Moses to take careof.
As he was going through the
eastern gate of the ark, he
caught hishair onalimb, and he
hung there for 40 days and 40
nights.

And he was afterward hun-
gered and the ravens came and
fedhim.

The next day the three wise
men came and carried him
down to Nineveh, and when
he got there, he found Delilah
sitting on the wall, and he
said, “Chunk her down, boys,”
and they said, “How many
times shall we chunk her down,
till seven times?” And he
said, “Nay, but until 70times7.”
And they chunked her down
490 times, and she burst asun-
der in their midst, and they
picked up 12 baskets of thefrag-
ments that remained, and in the
resurrection, whosewifewill she
be?’

After he had finished, the
chairman of the committee
turned to the other members
and said, “I don’'t know about
you, but | think we ought to
cal him. | know he's young,
but he sure knows his
Bible!"[I
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Berkeley Alumni Evolve A
Standard of Scientific Openness

By Jessica Shaver

[This article was originally
published in The Orange
County Register, Santa Ana,
California. The author received
the second prize of $5,000 from
the Amy Writing Awardsfor this
article]

The University of Cadifornia,
Berkeley’s aumni association
did a gutsy and extraordinary
thing recently. They invited
Phillip Johnson to speak at their
Southern CdiforniaCal Alumni
Day.

Johnson, a graduate of
Harvard and of theUniversity of
Chicago Law Schooal, has been
on Berkeley’slaw faculty since
1967.

Butinvitinghimtospeak was
gutsy because he is aso author
of the controversial Darwin on
Trial. Asan expert on the struc-
tureof legal arguments, Johnson
challengesthe logical adequacy
of the reasoning used by scien-
tists in establishing their claim
that Darwinianevol utionhasbeen
proved. Hearguesthat “ contrary
to what we are so often told,
science does not know how life
could have emerged from non-
living chemicals, or howit could
have developed to its present
state of compl exity.”

Johnson spoke to several
hundred Berkeley alumni about
modernism, which he calls“the
establishedreligiousphilosophy
of America” Modernism com-
binesscientificnaturalism—the
view that theuniverseisaclosed
system not subject to supernatu-
ral influences—andliberal ratio-
nalism— theconclusionthat we
are al the accidental product of
purposeless forces.

Evolutionists have been de-
fensivetothepoint of “ferocious
hostility,” Johnson says, intheir

denial that Darwinism has any
unanswered questions or unex-
plained problems, when, in fact,
no “missing links’ supporting
gradual purposeless evolution
have turned up in the century
sincethepublicationof Originof
the Species.

Johnson challenged the sci-
entific establishment to open
the dogma of modernism to
rational dialogue, to allow new
data, new discoveries, new evi-
denceto bring us to an increas-
ingly more comprehensive and
accurate understanding of our
universe.

Perhaps the most recent and
clear-cut exampleof thisclosed-
mindedness is the continuing
melodrama at San Francisco
State, where senior professor of
biochemistry Dean Kenyon, au-
thor of Biochemical Predestina-
tion, wasremoved fromteaching
for presenting someof theweak-
nessesin thetheory of evolution
when heintroducedthetheory to
his biology classes.

Althoughthebiology depart-
ment reinstated Kenyon at the
recommendation of theacademic
senate, it passed aresolution in
mid-February forbiddingdiscus-
sionof intelligent design because
“thereisnoscientificevidenceto
support” it. Theresolutionisthe
attempt of agroup of peopledes-
perateto maintain the status quo
and their status within it by try-
ing to stifle dialogue. Kenyon
called the resolution “amost
comical, giventhelong andrich
history of design arguments for
the past 25 centuries. It's like
doing science by democratic
vote.”

Sciencehasfailedinitssearch
for a purely materialistic, ratio-
nalistic explanation for the uni-
verse. It hasfailed because of its

unreasonably narrow presuppo-
sitions. By definition, sciencehas
discounted any explanation that
involvesthe possihility of intel-
ligent design. It has refused to
consider any evidencethat does
not fit theconclusiontowhichit
has already come.

The fundamental question
raised by Darwinism, as
Johnson points out, is whether
the evolutionary process was,
infact, purposeless. DNA alone
impliesotherwise. Theevidence
for intelligent design is all
around us. If it isstretching cre-
dulity for usto believethat word
processors, pyramids, and
popsiclesaretheresult of ran-
dom processes, how canwecon-
clude that eyes, brains, protec-
tive coloration, hinged tongue
of somefrogs, the sonar of bats,
and aninfinitevariety of similar
“adaptations’ mutated into such
finely crafted wonders by
chance?

The universe screams pur-
pose. No scientist has ever been
able to get around the fact that
the Bible puts so clearly, “The
heavensdeclaretheglory of God
and the firmament shows His
handiwork.”

Modernismisaparadigmthat
has only succeeded in demon-
strating its own inadequacy to
describe reality. Those per-
suaded by the evidence havethe
courageto go beyond it to what-
ever liesahead. Part of what this
includes must be aredefining of
science to consider any and all
conclusionsimplied by thedata.

By inviting Johnsontospeak,
by allowing hisbooks and tapes
tobesold at an official function,
Berkdey’ salumni exemplifiedthe
openness to which Johnson is
calling us. They are going be-
yondtheparanciaandrigidity of
modernism. They are alowing
the reigning dogma to be dis-
cussed and re-evaluated. They
are setting an example for other
institutionswhicharecommitted
togenuinescientificprogressand
understanding.ll

Divorce — Big
Cultural Issue

By Mona Charen

Divorce is the next big cul-
tural issue to be faced by this
society. After a bit of a rocky
start (remember Murphy
Brown?), we have now success-
fully established that unwed
parenting is often harmful and
destructive. You don't hear to-
day, as you did five years ago,
cheery assurances that single-
parent families are part of the
“new family structure.” Instead,
acrossthepalitical spectrum,you
find acknowledgment that the
two-parent family must be re-
stored and strengthened.

But while unwed child-
bearing took center stage, di-
vorcewas relegated to the shad-
ows. Why? Its footprints are
everywhere. Theapplicationform
for my son’s preschool asks for
the fathers name, mother's
name, father’s address and
mother’s address. When an
American pilot is rescued in
Bosnia, we find a young man
who is every inch the centra
casting image of the American
flyer, exceptfor onenewwrinkle
— we hear from his mother and
his father separately. Hallmark
markets cards for divorced fa
thers to send to their children.

Divorceis such an accepted
part of the nationa landscape
that evencultural crusadershave
sometimes held their fire. To
condemn divorce is to rebuke
not just strangers but your sis-
ter, your cousins, your best
friend and yourself.

The wreckage divorce has
createdinthelivesof childrenis
too massive to be denied. Con-
servatives, particularly those
who specialize in thwarting the
aims of homosexua activists,
must confront the truth that

(See DIVORCE on page 7)
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IsThisThe
America of
Oold?

Government bureaucrats
control every aspect of Ameri-
cans lives and American busi-
ness. They control . . .

Who getshired and who gets
promoted (Dept. of L abor). What
is manufactured and how
(OSHA), andwithwhat materials
(EPA).Howitstransported (Dept.
of Transportation). How it’ sfi-
nanced (SEC).Howit’ smarketed
and advertised (FTC). How it's
taxed (IRS). What isgrown, how
muchisgrownandwhatit’ssold
for (Dept. of Ag.). How it's
handled (FDA) and how it's
served (Health Dept). The fuel
that goes into it (Dept. of En-
ergy). How theriversand water
areused (Army Cor psof Engi-
neers). How the raw lands and
resourcesonthemareused (For -
est Serviceand U.S. Bureau of
Mines). How the roads and ve-
hiclesarebuiltand used (Dept. of
Trangportationagain). Whatyou
watchon TV, how muchaphone
call costs and who provides the
service (FCC). Government bu-
reaucratscontrol how muchyour
money isworth, how muchcredit
isavailableandat what cost (Fed-
eral Reserve). They control how
and towhom that creditisgiven
(FDIC).BATFwill breakinyour
house without a warrant and
search for suspected guns, shoot
you if you resist and give no
account of their actions.

More too humerous to men-
tion. Big Brother regulates the
piece of land youliveon ... how
youuseit (Endanger ed Species
Act, Wetland) ... the air you
breathe(SmogAlert)...thewater
you drink ... How you approach
your workers ... How you ap-
proachawoman... Thevitamins
youtake... Themedicineyouuse
... Thefood you eat ... The bed
you sleep in ... The stove you

Case Reveals
Humanity of
Unborn Child

By Haven Bradford Gow

Recently in San Fernando
Valley, Cdlif., a drive-by gang
shooting resulted in the death
of one teenager and the wound-
ing of three others. One of the
persons injured in the shooting

cookon... Thecar youdrive, how
you drive it and where.

Government controls how
youareborn. It controlshow you
are buried. It regulates your sex
life. It regulates how you disci-
plineand educate your children.
If youcut grass, runafarm, drive
a bulldozer, wash dishes, camp
out or build skyscrapers, gov-
ernment controlswhat youdo. It
costs you huge amounts of time
and money. Fight it and you risk
being financially destroyed and
imprisoned.

Government tells churches
that they can't fly aflag, preach
hate (discriminate against ho-
mosexuals). Holdstreet meetings
(risk imprisonment), publicly
protest against murder (abor-
tions).

If the great American pio-
neerswerealivetoday, they’ dall
bejailed or shot downdeadin a
week. So would their wives and
children. Imaginecarryingagun,
hunting, cutting downtrees, dig-
ging a well, building roads or
dammingarivertorunagristmill.

Americans are no longer a
free people. We have created a
vast, bureaucrat-controlled
economy. While the rest of the
worldisturningtofreeenterprise
weareerectingasocialist system
which isdestroying incentiveto
produce and prosper.

May wepray for our country,
that we might turn from our
wicked ways and return to the
ways of God and the God of our
forefathers (2 Chr. 7:14). —
Bible Baptist Blueprint.[

was pregnant, and she eventu-
ally suffered a miscarriage.
Prosecutors have charged five
defendants with fetal murder,
citing a San Diego case which
maintained that even a “non-
viable” fetus— one which can-
not sustain life on its own —
nevertheless is entitled to
Cdlifornia's protection against
murder.

Abby Leibman, executivedi-
rector of theWomen'sLaw Cen-
ter, acknowledgesthat“ Anytime
you have a court ruling giving
sanction to the notion that afe-
tus is a viable human being, it
gives ammunition to those who
would exalt the rights of the in-
cipient human being over that of
aviable, livingwoman.”

AnneKindt, executivedirec-
tor of theRightto LifeL eagueof
Southern California, says the
court ruling reveals the moral
and legal schizophreniaregard-
ing abortion: “It'sarecognition
of what resides inthewombis
a person. It has to raise the
guestion in peoples minds
(that) if we are prosecuting a
third party for killing an unborn
child, it's ironic that awoman
can choose an abortion for a
child at that same date and can’t
callitmurder.”

Regarding such cases, John
Walker and Doris Gordon, offi-
cias of Libertarians for Life
(13424 Hathaway Dr., Wheaton,
MD 20906), insist that we keep
the following principles in
mind: “Pregnancy is automati-
cally protectivetothechild. Ter-
mination of pregnancy termi-
nates the protection and grave-
ly endangers the child. But not
wanting to be a parent doesn’t
excuse usfromthe obligation to
protect the children we cause to
exist. .. Thepoint of abortionis
to kill the child, and most abor-
tions dismember and/or poison
thechild. .. Thefirstquestionin
abortion is ... personhood.
Since prenatal children are per-
sons, we have the same obliga-

tion to them that we have to
adults: Not to aggress against
them.” In other words, in abor-
tion, the mother and the abor-
tionist are doing exactly the
same thing to the unborn child
what the drive-by killers did to
the unborn child residing in his
pregnant mother’'s womb: Kill
him.

Law professor Dr. F. LaGard
Smith, author of When Choice
BecomesGod (Eugene, Oregon:
Harvest House Publishers), puts
it this way: “Simply because a
human fetus is not an adult
human does not mean it is any
lessahuman being. It sharesthe
same essence in both forms. If
we would not kill an innocent
adult human being, how can
wekill afetal human being? At
their different stagesof life, they
nevertheless are one-in-the-
same. Likeachickenandanegg,
they share the same unique na-
ture. Unlike a chicken and an
€gg, they are both sacred human
life” 0O

DIVORCE...
(Continued from page 6)]

heterosexual divorce creates
more havoc in our society than
homosexual unions. | don't
believethat homosexual sshould
havethe“right” tomarry or adopt
children. But if you accept the
statistic that homosexuals, gay
and leshian, amount to no more
than 1% to 2% of the population
—notthe10%they claim—and
recognize that the subset of
homosexuals who want to be
parentsisquite small, then their
conduct (what ever you think of
it)isreally peripheral. Arguably,
men have benefited from
liberalized divorce laws and
customs far more than women.
For every woman freed from a
tyrannical husband, there were
10 men who traded in their 40-
something wife for a younger
modd . Andwhilemen’ sincomes
tend to risefollowing adivorce,
women' s tend to fall.[l
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Analysis of Alleged Problem
Passages In The Bible

By ThomasStrouse

On Saturday, October 23,
1993, Dr. Strouse spoke at the
Trinitarian Bible Society’ s 25th
Anniversary Conference and
Annual Meeting in Toronto,
Canada. He addressed an audi-
ence of about 350 with the mes-
sage entitled “An Analysis of
Alleged Problem Passages in
the Bible.” This wasadefense
of the Masoretic Text of the
Hebrew OT and the textus
receptus of the NT. The follow-
ing are some excerpts from Dr.
Strouse’s presentation which
may be obtained for $4.00 from
Tabernacle Baptist Theological
Seminary, 717 N. Whitehurst
LandingRd., VirginiaBeach, VA
23464

A. The Definition of Iner-
rancy: The Scriptureisentirely
without error, including state-
ments regarding history, sci-
ence, morals, and doctrine, and
thedataof theBibleareexactand
accurate.”

B. Biblical Support for this
theological definition:

1. “The words of theLord
are purewords, assilver tried in
a furnace of earth, purified
seventimes’ (Psm. 12:6).

2. “Baruch wrote from the
mouth of Jeremiah all thewords
of the Lord which he had
spoken unto him, uponaroll of a
book” (Jer. 36:4).

3. “Which things aso we
speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth,
comparing spiritual things with
spiritual” (1Cor.2:13).

4. “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, andisprof-
itable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instructionin
righteousness’ (2 Tim. 3:16).

5. “For the prophecy came
notinoldtimeby thewill of man:
but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2Pert. 1:21).

C.Current ViewsOn I ner-
rancy:

1. Full Errancy: the Bible
is a product of errant, human
thinking.

2. Limited Inerrancy: the
Bible is inerrant in salvation
passages but errant in historical
and scientific areas.

3.Full Inerrancy: theBibleis
without errors, but scientificand
historic passages are phenom-
enal but not necessarily exact.

4. Absolute Inerrancy: the
Bibleiswithout errorinall areas
andisexact, aswell asaccurate.

D.TheReal IssueWith Er-
rancy:

1. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God’ scharacter — Heisnot de-
ceitful!

2. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God’ snature— Heisnotimper-
fect.

3. The teaching of errancy
in the Bible is an attack upon
God’ spower —Heisnot limited!

E. Principles In Dealing
With Problem Passages:

1. Readlize many apparent
problemsare theresult of trying
toharmonizedifferent events, or
different occasions, or different
people.

2. Be persuaded that all ap-
parent problems are just that —
apparent, and not real.

3. Be cognizant that we are
removedfromtheauthor’ sorigi-
nal meaning by at least 2000
years, and we are in a different
cultureand in adifferent land.

4. Understand that many al-

“Cotton Candy”
Religion

By Norman H. Wdlls

Religion hasgotten popular!
It' ssweeping the country!! Juke
boxes grind out the latest popu-
lar hymns! Movie magazines
carry newsof religiousactivities
of themovie stars! More money
is coming into religious trea-
sures than ever before. Great
new church buildings are being
built. A greater percentage of
folks belong to churches than

leged problems in the Bible
are leveled at the Bible by
unbelievers.

5. Remember that theBible
is an ancient historical and ar-
chaeological record with supe-
rior weight over other historical
or archaeological records.

6. Reject the liberal idea
that there may be copyist errors;
if we do not have the original
wording extant, then the Lord
has not preserved His Word in
any manuscript.

7. Be cautious about ac-
cepting the fallacious position
that the NT writers cited the
LXX (Septuagint). It is unwise
to suggest that any NT writer
utilized the LXX asan authorita-
tive sourcefor divinerevelation
instead of the Hebrew OT. The
NT writerswerebilingual, know-
ing Hebrew and Greek, andthere
is no reason to think that the
Holy Spirit could not have lead
themtointerpretthe OT Hebrew
and to express the new revela
tion in their own statements.
The Lord did not need the
uninspired LXX to convey His
truth when He moved the
Apostles to reveal new truth.

8. If the Lord JesusChrist
is your Savior, He is your
Friend, so give your Friend the
benefit of the doubt and accept
His inerrant Word rather than
His critics' fallacious attacks.[

ever beforein history! Tremen-
dousevangedlisticcampaignsare
regularly held and thousands
areinattendanceand great num-
bers of decisions are recorded.

Quite regularly the current
bestseller is abook on religion.
The newspapers and magazines
carry regular columns by reli-
gious writers. The radio and
television carry religious pro-
grams! Religious Universities,
Colleges, High Schools and El-
ementary Schools are growing
by leaps and bounds!

Religion is booming! The
cry of “Reviva” is heard over
and over!!

Religionishback — by popu-
lar demand! Thetragedy isthat it
has been diluted, streamlined,
whopped up, condensed,
smoothed out, made palatable
enough to meet what the public
demandsinareligion. Instead of
meeting the demands of God,
religion has been changed to
meet thedemandsof thepublic!!

In the haste to get every-
body aboard the “bandwagon”
a“carnival” spirithasdeveloped.
The bands are playing, the flags
areflyingandeveryoneisinvited
to a hayride of happiness — a
religious romp! Popcorn, pea-
nuts and paper hats. It reminds
me of the first time | took my
youngest boy, David, to the
Cincinnati Zoo. He was about
four yearsold at thetime. It was
on this trip that he got his first
glimpse of “cottoncandy.” We
stopped and he watched with
great delight as the man behind
the counter very skillfully spun
the large, beautifully colored
sticks full of this wonderful
stuff. After watching with envy
the others who were receiving
thisdeliciouslooking delight he
turned pleading eyes to me and
the purchase was made. | never
will forget the look of delight
that came on hisface ashe held
the huge, colored concoction
and took his first bite. Asthe

(See COTTON on page 9)
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COTTON...
(Continued from page 8)

cotton candy dissolved into
nothing in his mouth a look of
amazement and disappoi ntment
took the place of delight.

Appearances had been de-
celving. Thusitiswith our mod-
ern “cotton candy” boom in
religion! It's big and beautiful
until you really try to get your
teeth into it and dissolves into
nothing.

It could also be compared to
“bubblegum” — it makesafine
showing until it breaks and
leaves behind a sticky mess!!

The popularity that religion
enjoys has been purchased at a
terrific  price. The desire to
please man has supplanted the
desire to please God. Today’s
religion is designed to satisfy
the carnal appetites of carna
Christians and the unregener-
ate. “What do | get out of it” is
the approach made to this reli-
gion. Whenthe servicesareen-
tertaining and make the partici-
pants “feel good” they are
stamped as successful. The
world’ smethodsand manner are
as in the business world. Fi-
nances and figures have been
made the test. A lot of people
and a lot of money are inter-
preted as the sure blessing of
God. It is considered sacrilege
to question the doctrine or the
ethics of anyone who has been
successful in gathering a large
crowd and abundant cash!

Inview of theseeming boom
in religion it would be well to
consider what has happened to
the gospel!! What little gospel
is preached is of such a shal-
low, frothy nature that it would
bring a snort of disgust from
such a one as the Apostle Paul.
The strong message of the gos-
pel has been so diluted as
hardly to be recognizable. Sick-
eningly cheap, sentimental ap-
peals are made for sickeningly
cheap, sentimental decisions!
What has happened to the

dedge hammer messages con-
cerning the hideous corruption
of sin?

Has the day of identifying
the sinner past? Today it is ad-
vertised so that no one will be
offended at the preaching of
the gospel!! What a change!
What acomedown!! Thegospel
has always offended! It offends
Satan! It offends the guilty sin-
ner and either brings him to re-
pentance or hardenshisheart! It
offendsthecarnal Christian!!! It
offends the false teachers and
their followers! It offends the
promotersof sinand sinful plea-
sure! In today’s gospel the
question of sin is dealt with in
suchgeneralitiesthatitisalmost
impossible to determine who is
guilty!

Repentance has become a
forgotten doctrine confined to
the yellowing pages of ne-
glected articles of faith. What
used to mean “Godly Sorrow”
doesn’t even involve mild em-
barrassment today! The crowds
have never responded very well
to true repentance so modern
religion by popular demand has
discarded it. Faith has been re-
duced to amere head consent, a
hand shake, and a card signed.

Today’'s gospel has been
watered down so thin it has lost
themiracleworking power of re-
generation and is producing a
shallow, casual, unregenerated
religion.

Contrary to the popular idea
that we are in the midst of re-
vival stand some undeniable
facts that show we are in the
midst of a time of apostasy!!!
Thereisagreat “falling away”!

First of all consider themoral
condition of our country. The
figures have been published so
many times they do not need to
be reprinted here. Crimeisat an
al time high!! Juvenile delin-
guency increases every year!!
Divorcerates climb every year.
Jail houses, penitentaries and
detention homes are packed to
overflowing!!

Drunkenness and dope ad-
dicts mounts with each passing
day! lllegitimate births and
abortions increase every year.
Murder, rape, suicide, robbery,
scream the headlines of our
papers!! Sex mad and whiskey
soaked, the nation reels down
the path of the pursuit of Plea
sure!! Check the material in the
popular books, songs, radio
and television shows, movies,
etc. and get a glimpse of what
appeals to America. True re-
vival will check the flood
tides of sin!! This has not
happened in today’s so-called
revival!!

It is not producing hatred
for sin and love of righteous-
ness!! It does not demand that
Christians live a separated
dedicated lifeto God.

Second, consider the rapid
rise and growth of amultitude
of cultsand falsereligions. This
isnot revival!!

Real revival brings men and
women a love for the truth.
The entire revealed truth of
God is not declared in the
Gospel of today so the “con-
verts’ wander off after what-
ever religionsuits their particu-
lar fancy. The keynote today
is compromise. Everybody is
to forget their “petty doctrina
differences’ and join handsin
a “great compromise.” In the
midst of thiskind of atmosphere
fasecults and religions are
booming! Modernism marches
onl!!

Third, consider the shallow
carnal Christian today’s so-
called “revival” produces, in-
deed, if it produces any Chris-
tians. May God help ustore-
turn to a gospel that glorifies
God, antagonizes Satan,
squelches sin, convicts sinners,
produces repentance, routs
fase teachers, abolishes false
religions, promotes sound doc-
trine, and brings about the
miracleof regenerationthat makes
a hellbound sinner into a new
creature in Christ Jesus.[l

The Hatred Of
God

By Mark Osgatharp

“God hates the sin but
lovesthe sinner.” This oft heard
cliche, trueinsofar asit goes, is
an oversimplification of a
deeper biblical doctrine.

God hates sin and thereisa
sensein which he loves sinners.
However, there is also asense
in which God hates sinners.
David declared, “thou art not a
God that hath pleasurein wick-
edness: neither shall evil dwell
with thee. The foolish shall not
stand in thy sight: thou hatest
all workers of iniquity. Thou
shalt destroy them that speak
leasing (falsehood): the Lord
will abhor the bloody and de-
ceitful man” (Psm.5:4-6).

David did not say God only
“hatesthe sin” but rather,“thou
hatest all workers of iniquity.”
Psalm 11:5-6 further says, “ The
Lordtrieththerighteous: but the
wicked and him that loveth vio-
lence his soul hateth. Upon the
wicked he shall rain snares,
brimstone, and an horrible tem-
pest.”

God hates wicked men from
the depth of Hissoul. Thisdoes
not conflict with the truth that
God loves sinners. God loves
sinners in that He has compas-
sion and pity on them. He loves
them in that He desires their re-
pentanceand salvation. Hislove
for sinners is so great that He
sent His beloved son to bear the
shame of our sin on Calvary.

But as for God's evaluation
of the character of sinful men,
the Bible not only says He
hates, but also abhors and de-
spises them (Psalm 10:3; 53:5).
When God looks at a sinner
apart from Christ He sees noth-
ing good (Rom. 7:18). He sees
only afilthy creature worthy of

(See HATE on page 22)
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Grammatically, Heb. 4:4-6
Teaches Believer’'s Security

By Edward D. Baker

In the Book of Hebrews,
chapter six, verses four through
six, thereisavery controversia
passage of Scripture. Many
have misunderstood it, and have
used it against its proper mean-
ing. Like many another passage,
it has been made to say what
the Holy Spirit, never intended.

While | lived in Ledlie
County (Ohio), | was making a
trip to our Baptist School in
Breathitt County, at Magoffin.
Ontheway | picked up ayoung
man who said he was a school
teacher, amember of the Church
of God, and apreacher. Thefirst
two | could believe, the last |
could not.

In the course of our conver-
sation, concerning the Bible, |
used every Scripturethat | could
call tomemory totry toconvince
that young man of the error of
teaching that a saved soul could
be lost.

Finally 1 thought of He-
brews 6:4-6, and | asked the
young man “ Do you know what
the Subjunctive mood does in
grammar?’ He answered in the
affirmative, saying, “ Preacher, it
doesone of twothings. It makes
a statement contrary to fact, or
expresses a doubt.”

| now took the phrase, “If
they shall fall away,” out of the
sixthverse, and after quotingthe
fourth through the sixth verses
to him | said, “Now what does
that verse of Scripture teach,
with reference to what goes be-
fore, and what follows after?’

The look on that boy’s face
was one of amazement. He said,
without hesitation, “Preacher, it
makes a statement contrary to
fact.”

When a sentence, or a part
of a sentence begins with the

preposition “if” that places that
preposition in front of the verb,
and places that structure in the
Subjunctive mood. | say, “If |
were you.” | cannot be you,
therefore, that statement is con-
trary tofact. | say, “if | gotothe
city tomorrow, you may go
along.” There is a doubt, as to
whether | shall go to the city or
not. Each sentence structureis
in the Subjunctive mood.

So, it follows, that Hebrews
6:4-6 is teaching that, it is con-
trary to fact, against reason, and
not according to the Biblical
meaning to say, that one who
has “been enlightened, and
has tasted of the heavenly gift,
and has partaken of the Holy
Ghost, has tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of
theworldto come, and therefore
they cannot fall away, andif
they could fall away, it would
be impossible to renew them
again to repentance.”

If | say, “If | were you” |
have simply made a statement
contrary to fact, | cannot be
you. This young man said,
“Preacher, why haven't | seen
that before?’

So very many people, many
of whom are sincere, and many
truly saved, are so misled, that
they fail to see the beauty of
eternal security. One who does
not understand grammar, would
fail to understand the meaning
in Hebrews 6:4-6, nevertheless
that failureonone spart tocom-
prehend, does not ater the fact
of the teaching of the Bible.l

Telephone:
(501) 315-0320
Email:
mlmoser @ear thlink.net

| s The Grace of
God Enough?

By Roy Mason

It has been truly said that
there are foundationaly only
two religions in this world —
one of works, the other of grace.
One is a religion of “do” the
other is a religion of “done.”
Onereligion holdsthat onemust
“do” their way to Heaven — the
other holdsthat all dependsupon
what Christ has“done” in dying
for us. Oneisareligionthat says
“Something in my hands I
bring.” The other sings, “Noth-
ing in my hands| bring, simply
to Thy cross| cling.”

Man has his try at “doing”
back under the Law. Israel said
there at Sinai, “All these things
wewill do.” ButIsragl never ren-
dered even passable, let alone
perfect obedience. No member
of the fallen human race ever
perfectly kept the law of God.
God's indictment is, “All have
sinned and come short of the
glory of God.” God hasvirtually
said, “1 have sent My Son who
haskept thelaw which all of you
have broken. He has died to pay
thepenalty of your law breaking,
and| waiveall requirementsand
ask nothing save that you re-
ceiveHimastheOnewhomakes
complete settlement for your
sins..” God thus putsup His Son
as the one test and issue be-
tween Himself and man, and the
guestion now, in this age, is hot
the sin question, but the Son
guestion. Any onereceiving the
Son, receives remission of his
sin.

Satan Seeks To Inject
Works

The devil hates grace and
thedoctrineof grace. Heseeksto
get men to plus Christ and plus
gracewith other things. Most of

thereligionsof theworld are ei-
ther religionsof humaneffort, or
elsearemixedreligionsof works
and grace. Andworksand grace,
really amounts to works — for
gracecan’t really bemixed with
works. Ephesians 2:8 sets forth
the truth asfollows:

1. We are saved by grace
through faith. 2. Not of works.
3. The reason for thisis to pre-
clude man’s boasting.

4. But we are saved for the
purpose of doing good works.
Works therefore become the re-
sult of salvation, and not the
cause of it.

What Form Do WorksTake
As Satan Makes It To
Supplement Grace?

1. Altar work to get saved.
The altar or the “mourner’s
bench” has been devised so
peoplewill depend upon human
exercisesto get them right with
God. Such makestears, prayers,
agonizing, etc., meritorious
exercises which induce God to
save.

2. “Falling from grace” doc-
trine, adds work to grace in the
meatter of salvation. Theideais
that one is saved by grace, but
must finish the job by “doing.”
Thisistheerror of the Galatians
(Gd.3:3;2:16-21.

3. Dependence on ordi-
nances to finish out salvation,
is to add works to grace for
salvation. Baptism is a human
act, and as such it is in the
nature of a work. If baptism is
essential to salvation, then sal-
vation is partly by works. But
the Bible distinctly says, “and
not of works.” The Bible says
that the “gospel is the power of
God unto salvation” — not bap-
tism. The Bible says that “the
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
usfromall sin.” If fromall sin,
there is none left for water to
cleansefrom.

The Lord's Supper isturned

(See GRACE on page 17)
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Women's Conference

In China

When about 50,000 people
converge in early September,in
Beijing, China, for the fourth
World Conference on Women
and an accompanying non-gov-
ernmental organi zationmeeting,
aclash between disparate world
views could dwarf attempts at a
widespread consensus on fur-
thering the cause of thefeminine
gender.

In the months prior to the
Untied Nations-sponsored
meeting, pro-life/pro-family or-
ganizations charged radical
feminists were controlling the
conference's agenda. As the
meeting neared, their criticisms
intensified. When delegates
from about 180 countries gather
in the People’'s Republic of
Chinafor the Sept. 4-15 meeting,
about one-third of the 121-page
Platform for Action will remain
open for debate. The undecided
portionsof text include abortion
and other controversial issues.

Focus on the Family Presi-
dent James Dobson has gone so
far asto call the conference the
“most radical, atheistic, and
anti-family crusadeinthehistory
of theworld.”

Weighing in amost equally
strongly, DianeKnippers, presi-
dent of the Washington-based
Instituteon Religionand Democ-
racy, calledthe Platform for Ac-
tion the “most intrusive, arro-
gant, and radical restructuring
of the socia order in human
history.”

Not only has the conference
been decried for its agenda but
for its location. The inhumane
nature of China’s human rights
record, including coercive
abortionandsterilization,iswell-
documented.

“1 find it realy overwhelm-
ing that this conferenceisbeing
heldin China, wherewomen ab-
solutely have no rights,” said
Nancy Schaefer, a member of

First Baptist Church, Atlanta,
Ga,, and president of the pro-
family organization Family Con-
cerns. Schaefer has been desig-
nated by theChristianLifeCom-
missiontorepresentitinBeijing.

The radical feminists “are
sharing with everyone in this
country that they are going to
protect the rights of women and
human rights for all, and that’s
really not the case,” said
Schaefer. “What they are going
to do is promote abortion and
the blurring of gender and the
total redefinition of gender.

“God creating usasman and
woman doesn’'t even seem to
compute.”

United States officials and
promoters of the conference
have defended the conference,
calingthePatformfor Actiona
consensusdocument andthesite
immaterial because the confer-
enceis about women, not about
China

Nevertheless, criticscitethe
following as evidence of their
charges about the document:

— It failsto describe gender
as male and female, though the
word appears more than 200
times. Somecriticshavecharged
the drafters want to include ho-
mosexual s, bisexuals, and trans-
sexuals, under the definition of
gender, a position espoused in
somefeministliterature.

— The words “husband”
and “wife” are not to be found.

— The words “mother” and
“family” have been bracketed
throughout. Some have said this
opens the door for the words to
be changed to “caretaker” and
“household,” respectively.

— It stresses the sexual and
reproductive rights of adoles-
centswith rare referencesto the
rights of parents.

— Abortion rights appear to
be elevated above other rights.

Criticsa sopointtotheinflu-

Our Apologies

Wereally need to make two
apologies to our readers. First,
you received both the August
and September issues of The
Baptist Challenge late. About
three months ago we began us-
ing aprofessional mailing com-
pany to mail TBC. Though we
had minor problems with them,
we felt it was because of the
unique nature of our publica-
tion, having many foreign sub-
scribers. The owner of the com-
pany wasarrested thispast week
(Sept. 13) and charged with sev-
eral violations of the law. After
six weeks, we found the August
issue of TBC stored in an 18-
wheeler parked at his place of
business. Severa | times they
told me it had aready been
mailed, butit had not. Wefinally
got it into themail.

The second apology is con-
cerning the books of Challenge
Press. Most of you know that
the Central Baptist Church has
moved intoanew building about
fivemilesfromitspreviousloca
tion, and during that move, al of
the books were stored in an 18-

ence of well-known feminist
Bella Abzug on the document.
Abzug and her Women’s Envi-
ronment Devel opment Organiza-
tion had preferred access at a
recent meeting on the document
in the U.N. General Assembly
hall, The Washington Timesre-
ported. At the Cairo population
conference last September,
Abzug served as a government-
paid private sector adviser for
the United States.

First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton is expected to attend as
honorary chair of the U.S. del-
egation. Among othersinthe46-
member U.S. del egationare Sec-
retary of Health had Human Ser-
vices Donna Shalala, Under-
secretary of State Timothy
Wirth, and 1984 Democrat vice-
presidential candidateGeraldine
Ferraro. [I

wheeler wherewewere not able
to get to the books. Wewere
told that the Challenge Press
building would be completed
sometime in July, so we ex-
pected to be able to mail the
books no later thanthe middle
of August. The building to be
used for Challenge Pressis still
not completed, though it has
been promised to us for several
weeks. Just this week we have
begun to move the books into
the building where we can once
again begin to fill book orders.
Infact, thefirst book ordershave
already beenmailed.

We are sorry for any of the
delays this may have caused
you, and if during thistransition
you fail to get your books,
please call usand let us know
and we'll try to get themto you
as soon as possible. [

41st Annual
Bible
Conference
In Little Rock
October 23-25,
1995

Begins Monday
evening at 7:00 and goes
through Wednesday,
closingwiththe evening
Services.

New addressfor the
churchis: 15601 Taylor
L oop Road. Toget tothe
church, take 1-430 to
the intersection of
Cantrell Rd. or State
Highway 10. Go west
about two miles to the
Harvest Food gorewhich
isonyour left. Turn left
on Taylor LoopRoadand
the churchwill be about
twomilesonyour left. If
you have problems, the
church phone is (501)
868-7703.
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Kmart Still Refuses To
Discontinue Porn. The Kmart
corporation has dismissed Jo-
seph Antonini as chairman due
to the failing financial perfor-
mance of the retail chain. How-
ever, Kmart will continueto sell
pornography through its
Waldenbooks subsidiary, even
though this has led to a con-
sumer boycott by anti-porn ac-
tivists. TheRev. DonddWildmon
of the American Family Asso-
ciation contacted new Kmart
chairman Donald S. Perkinsand
asked him to remove pornogra-
phy  from Walden books.
Perkinsresponded that the com-
pany has no plans to pull por-
nography from Walden books
but will try to sell the bookstore
chain. “It isregrettable that Mr.
Perkins has decided to keep
Kmart in the porn business,”
Wildmon said. “ Good business
sense would try to regain those
Kmart customers lost by the
boycott. | doubt very serioudly if
Kmart will ever regain those
customers.” — EP

* % %

Congressional Family Cau-
cus Formed. A group of GOP
congressmen, seeking to re-
store voluntary school prayer,
reaffirm parental rights, estab-
lish abstinence-based sex edu-
cation, enact tougher laws
against obscenity and child
pornography and eliminate the
federal financing of abortion,
has formed the Congressional
Family Caucus. Co-chaired by
Representative  Tom Coburn
(R.-Okla) and Ed Bryant (R-
Tenn.), the group has been

officially registered as a
Congressional Member Or-
ganization and already has
nearly 60 members. Coburn, a
physician by trade, stressed the
needtorejuvenate” family, faith
and freedom.” “Wemust offer a
vison beyond simply cutting
the budget,” said Coburn. Fel-
low Oklahoma freshman Rep.
Steve Largent (R.) added that
the caucus “will bring to the
attention of the 104th Congress
the need to recognizethat itis
the well-being of thefamily that
is most vital to ensuring
America s success.” — Human
Events

* % %

Navy Pilot Disciplined Over
Christian Views. The Navy
may expel a highly regarded
Christian pilot because of his
view that women should not
serve in combat. The Navy’'s
Separation Board recommended
that Lt. Cmdr. Kenneth Carkhuff
be discharged from the service
for privately telling his com-
mander that he objectsto plac-
ing women in combat roles.
Carkhuff, who six weeks earlier
received aglowing performance
report from his superiors, was
judged to havea“glaring, irrec-
oncilable conflict with Navy
policy.” He told the board his
religious views require him to
obey his superiors commands
as long as they don't conflict
with God's laws. “My intent
was never to disregard my duty
or refuseacommand.” —NIRR

* % %

Yeltsin RejectsManeuver
To Limit Religious Freedom.
President Boris Yeltsin has

turned back Russian hard-liners
who planned a maneuver to
crack downonreligiousfreedom
by making 11th-hour changesto
new legislation outlawing
dangerous religious groups.
Yeltsin sent parliament ames-
sage rejecting the proposed
amendment in principle after he
received word that communists
and nationalists were using a
legislative committeeto tack on
harsher limits than those for
whichlawmakersvoted. Hesaid
the Russian Federation’s new
congtitution already makes
room for ideological pluralism,
and freedom of religion must be
allowed in a democracy. Twice
before, Y eltsin has vetoed other
proposals to reverse religious
freedom. Still, political leaders
are continuing to prepare other

versions of restrictive pro-
posals. — BP
* % %

Clinton Asked To Ensure
ReligiousExpressionInChina.
Due to recent statements which
imply that China may censor
religious materials at the up-
coming Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women (FWCW), John
W. Whitehead, President of
The Rutherford Institute, wrote
President Clinton and asked him
to secure specific guarantees
from the government of China.
The Rutherford Institute is
seeking to obtain acommitment
by the Chinese government to
allow the entry and distribution
of materialsrelatedtotheConfer-
enceissuesand which may have
specific or implied referencesto
religion or religious values.
Statements issued by both the
Chinese government and the
U.S. Department of State have

threatened religious expression,
and the threat of censorship
looms even larger in light of
the recent capture and
imprisonment of human rights
activist and American citizen
Harry Wu. “I believe that
censorshipof religiousmaterials
would be a violation of basic
human rights,” said Whitehead.
“And| am expecially concerned
about the security and freedom
of expression of delegates that
will represent a pro-life
perspective based on religious
doctrine and conviction.” The
Rutherford Institute is an
international, nonprofit civil
liberties organization spe-
cializing in the defense of
religiousliberty.

* % %

Apology Demanded From
AmericanBar Association. The
Rutherford Institute is demand-
ing an apology from the Ameri-
can Bar Association (ABA) be-
cause of theuse of asacrilegious
imagein arecent ABA publica-
tion. Theimage, whichportrayed
a pregnant woman about to re-
ceive an abortion strapped to an
operating tableinacrucifix-like
pose, appeared on the cover of
the summer edition of Human
Rights, an ABA magazinefrom
the group’s “Section of Indi-
vidual Rights and Responsibili-
ties.” TheRutherford Ingtituteis
demanding that Human Rights
offer an apology in their next
edition. Thelnstituteassertsthat
thisimageisdeeply offensiveto
Christians and other religious
groups to whom the cross is
paramount. If a parallel image
mocking the Star of David or the
symbol of any other prominent
group had been suggested, it
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would have undoubtedly been
rejected before publication.

* % %

AT&T Anti-ReligiousBias.
The Heritage Free Will Baptist
Day Carein Shreveport, Louisi-
ana, will not get funding froman
AT&T fund because the day
care sprograms“are based on a
religiousmission...” Theday care
facility, located near an AT& T
plant, servesmany AT& T fami-
lies. A group of AT& T employ-
ees approached Pastor Ron
Parker to suggest that the day
carefacility request agrant from
AT&T' s Family Care Develop-
ment Fund. After months of pa-
perwork, AT&T requested a
copy of the day care's curricu-
lum. The facility uses ABeka, a
well-known, Chrigtiancurriculum.
Soon thereafter, Pastor Parker
received a letter from AT&T
stating: “The committees feel
that the child care programsthat
teach religion serve a subset of
the community, and since the
Heritage Free Will Baptist
ChurchDay Caredoesofferreli-
gious instruction, the commit-
tees found that the project does
not meet our need to support
projects which provide the
broadest possible benefit to
AT&T employees.” This anti-
religiousbiasby AT& T parallels
other corporate activities and
policiessuch astheir promotion
of the homosexual agendaasre-
ported in previous issues.
(QuotedfromAFA Journal).[As
our readers know, we formerly
weresubscriberstoAT& T’ slong
distance service, but have
dropped it in favor of LifeLine,
a Christian organization that
provides long distance service.
We urge our readers to call

Lifel.ine and change your service
to LifeLine and request that
10% of your long distancebill
be contributed to The Baptist
Challenge. Many have already
done so, and it has been a
tremendous help in our en-
larging TBCto24 pages. All you
need to do iscall their number
[1(800) 800-7550] and they will
change you over and at your
request 10% of your long
distance bill will come to The
Baptist Challenge. Theywill dso
pay for the change from your
present service to LifeLine. It
won't cost you anything and in
most cases, your long distance
phone bill will decreaseand it
will help us continue publishing
TheBaptist Challenge.]

* % %

Promise Keepers Is Most
Dangerous. Promise Keepers
appears to be the most danger-
ous ecumenical device to come
down the religious pikein the
last decade (6/95 Fund. Digest.)
It has astonishly succeeded in
uniting huge throngs of laymen
across denominational lines. It
preaches anon-doctrinal gospel
— one accepted even among
Mormon leaders, whose theol-
ogy and Christology are aber-
rant, and Catholic clergy, who,
while espousing salvation by
grace alone, insist that true sal-
vation restsin the Church sacra-
ments (Media Spotlight). PK
encourages men to share inti-
matesexual secretsandfantasies
withoneanotheringrouptherapy
sessions (7/3 C. News). — CC

* % *

Zondervan And Promise
Keepers Strike Partnership.

Zondervan Publishing House,
Grand Rapids, Mich., and
Promise Keepers, Boulder,
Colo., have entered into a
partnership to create a Promise
Keepers study Bible that
contains notes and guides
specifically designed for the
hundreds of thousands of men
whoattend PK conferences. The
partnership was announced in
Denver at the annual Christian
Booksellers  Association
international convention. —
ChristianNews

* % %

AnOpen Letter ToFlorida
Baptists. In the July 13 issue
of the FloridaBaptist Witness
is an open letter from Stetson
University to the churches of
the Florida Baptist Convention.
One paragraph in the letter
seeks to defend Stetson
University’s recently policy of
allowing alcohol on campusand
inthedormitoriesof thisBaptist
university which was founded
by Florida Baptists and still re-
ceivesmuch of itsfinancial sup-
port from the Florida Baptist
Convention. The paragraph
states: “Wefully understand the
controversial nature of somede-
cisions, such as the recent
change in the approach to the
alcohol problem, which the uni-
versity has had to make in the
best interests of all its students.
Universitiesareinano-winsitu-
ationintrying to deal with alco-
hol abuse: one either claims an
alcohol banwhichisimpossible
toenforceor tellsthetruth about
alcohol use on campusand tries
to do something about it, which
leads to strong criticism. | have
come to accept the direction we
are taking as the only honest

way to address the problems
facing us, but | respect the
opinions of those whose
conclusions differ from ours.”
The letter was signed by Doug
Lee, President.

* % %

Fired BSU Director Sues.
A woman who was fired from
her job as a Texas Baptist
Student Union director after
being ordained to the gospel
ministry is suing her former
employer, claiming gender
discrimination. The woman,
Raye Nell Dyer, 44, who now
lives in Houston, was removed
from her campus ministry posi-
tion at University of Texas
Medical Branch in Galveston
because of controversy over her
ordination. Later, after turning
down a demotion, she was
terminated by the Baptist
General Convention of Texas,
her employer for 10 years.
While several controversies
have erupted in the past over
the issue, Dyer's is thought
to be the first lawsuit in
Southern Baptist life involving
women’s ordination, said a
spokesperson for Baptist
Women in Ministry, a national
clearinghouse based in Louis-
ville, Ky.— ABP

* % %

Spanking Sets Norwegian
Dad Back $470. A fatherin
Odo, Norway who smacked his
4-year-old daughter on the bot-
tom ended up feeling astingin

(See WNR on page 14)
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his own back pocket when
policeordered himtopay a$470
fine. Norway’s strict child
protection laws bar corporal
punishment, even in theprivacy
of a family’shome. Violations
are punishable by fines. Ove
Brudevall, police spokesmanin
the town of Kristiansund, said
the 30-year-old father, whose
namewasnot released, admitted
spanking his daughter in May
because she disobeyed him at
home. The father can now pay
the fine or take the case to
court. — AP

Four Moroccans Jailed For
Proselytism Are Released.
Four Moroccan Christians ar-
rested in early August for
proselytism were rel eased after
a trial August 17 in Tangier,
Morocco. Despite their release,
it remainsunclear whether there
are till any charges pending
against them, according to are-
port from NewsNetwork Inter-
national. One source indicated
they were questioned at apolice
station in Tangier after thetrial.
Some people pushing for the
Chrigtians' release seethisasa
landmark case because it could
bringmorereligioustolerancein
Morocco, sources said.
Morocco’s constitution offi-
cially guarantees freedom of
worship, but it isillegal totry
to entice someone to change
religions.—BP

* % %

Latest On Sandi Patty.
Sandi Patty, the gospel singer,
admitted having had an extra-
marital affair with the backup
singer she just married. Patty,
39, who holds five Grammy
awards, said the affair begainin
1991, about 17 monthsbeforeher

divorce from her manger at the
time, John Helvering. She and
Don Pedlis, 34, married on Aug.
6. “1 admit that | have sinned
and have made past mistakes,”
Patty saidinastatement. “| have
been seeking counsel from my
pastor and my churc h council,
and through this process | fedl |
have made significant progress
toward wholeness, both per-
sonally and with the body of
Christ.” Her label, Word Re-
cords, said it will postpone her
Christmas abum, “O Holy
Night,” because of the matter.
Patty’s gospel hits include
“They Say” and “I’ve Just Seen
Jesus,” and she has performed
at Billy Graham crusades. Last
year, Michael English quit gos-
pel music and returned six Gos-
pel Music Association Dove
Awards after the disclosure that
he had had an affair with another
gospel singer.

* % %

Queen To Attend Catholic
Service. For the first time since
1688, a reigning English mon-
arch will attend a Roman Catho-
lic worship servicewhen Queen
Elizabeth I visits Westminster
Cathedral in November for a
vespers service led by Cardinal
Basil Hume. Anglican Arch-
bishop of Canterbury George
Carey (an ecumenical charis-
matic) and other Protestant and
Orthodox leaderswill participate
inthe prayer service. — CC

* % %

China: Vampire Gangs,Fe-
tal Cannibalism. Clean blood
anddonorsarerarein Red China
today, so “vampire gangs’ kid-
nap dozens of street urchinsand
young workers, forcibly bleed
them several times aweek, and
sell their blood to hospitals .
Human fetuses have begun to
appear on the menus of Chinese
restaurants as a delicacy and
health tonic (8/95 Daobson ltr.).

Doctors take them hometo eat.
In terms of nutrition, a fetus
would be a good source of pro-
tein, fats and minerals (8/95
Light). Eating aborted fetusesis
barbaric and shows what hap-
pens when a culture devalues
humanlife —CC

* % %

South Africa Is World’s
Most Murderous Country.
What happens when a country
installs a godless communist
government, and abolishes the
death penalty? The 8/21
USN&WR said South Africais
the “most murderous country in
the world.” Almost one million
women are raped every year
(6/26 Chr. News). Itshealth ser-
vices have dlipped from one of
the best in the world to banana
republic status. Southern Africa
is now the worlds fastest-
growing AIDSregion.— CC

* % %

“Jane Roe” ProfessesFaith
In Christ. The woman whose
unwanted pregnancy led to the
legalization of abortion in the
United States has made apro-
fession of faith in Jesus Christ
and renounced her role in the
abortion rights movement.
Norma McCorvey, known as
“Jane Roe” in the controversial
Roevs. Wade case, wasbaptized
Aug. 8intheswimming pool of a
Dallas area home. She says she
placed her faith in Christ at a
July worship serviceat Hillcrest
Christian Church in Dallas.
Flip Benham, director of Dallas-
based Operation Rescue Na-
tional, baptized McCorvey at
her request. her baptism by
Benham, an ordained Free Will
Methodist minister, came only
four months after Operation
Rescue National moved its of-
fices next door to the Dallas
abortion clinic at which
McCorvey worked. Sheresigned
as marketing director of the

clinic, A Choice For Women,
Aug. 7, according to an ABC
newsreport. “1 think abortionis
wrong,” shetold ABC. “I think
what | did with Roe vs. Wade
was wrong. And | just have to
take a pro-life position on
choice.” Also, McCorvey has
had aleshian relationship for 21
years with Connie Gonzalez,
ABC reported. Her newfound
Operation Rescue friends have
not asked McCorvey to “say
goodbye” to Gonzalez, ABC
said.

Suit Dismissed Against
Judge. A lawsuit against an
Alabama judge who displays
the Ten Commandments in his
courtroom and begins each ses-
sion with prayer was dismissed
July 7. U.S. District Judge
Robert Propst said the parties
bringing the lawsuit — the
American Civil LibertiesUnion
and three residents of Gadsden,
Alabama— lack legal standing
to challenge Judge Roy Moore
because they have not demon-
strated that his actions injured
them. The plaintiffs argued that
as potential jurors and visitors
to the courthouse, and as tax-
payers in the county, they had
theright to sueMoorefor himto
stop the prayers and remove the
Ten Commnandments. Propst
dismissed that claim, notingthat
none of the grounds for stand-
ing cited “present the real and
immediate threat of future harm
required to maintaintheaction.”
Theplaintiffsvowedtocontinue
their battle. Moore said the deci-
sion sends the message that “an
acknowledgment of Godisnot a
violation of thedoctrineof sepa-
ration of church and state.”

* % %

Christian Action Network
Wins Case. A federa court

(See WNR on page 15)
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dismissed claims by the Federal
Elections Commission (FEC)
that the Christian Action
Network (CAN) violated federal
campaign laws in the 1992
campaign. TheFEC claimedthat
CAN violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971
by expressly advocating the
defeat of Bill Clinton and Al
Gore during the 1992 general
election in television and
newspaper ads, by using
corporate treasury funds to
financethe ads, and by failing to
file public financia disclosure
statements in conjunction with
ads. CAN argued that the adsin
question did not expressly
advocate the election or defeat
of a particular candidate, but
merely addressed political
issues. Judge James C. Turk
granted CAN’s motion to
dismiss. He wrote, “The
advertisements at issue do not
containexplicitwordsorimagery
advocating electoral action. On
the contrary, the advertisements
represent a form of issue
advocacy intended to inform
the public about political is
sues germane to the 1992
presidentail election. Therefore,
the advertisements are fully
protected as ‘political speech’
under the First Amendment.
Their financing is not governed
by [election law] and the [FEC]
lacks jurisdiction to bring this
suit.”  Turk continued, “The
issue of gay rights addressed
by the CAN’s television
commercial and newspaper
ads raised strong emotions
amongst viewers and readers.
Howver, there is norequirement
that issue advocacy be con-
genia or non-inflammatory.
Quite the contrary, the ability
to present controversial
viewpoints on election issues
had long been recognized as a
fundamnetal First Amendment
right.”

Late-Term Abortions
Banned. The State of Ohio has
banned late-term abortions of
viable fetuses and the dilation
and extraction method of abor-
tion. Doctors who perform the
banned procedures face up to
fiveyearsin prison and fines of
$2,500. The law bans all abor-
tions after 24 weeks, and re-
quires women seeking abor-
tions after 21 weeks of preg-
nancy to havetheir unborn chil-
dren tested for viability. Ohiois
the first state to ban a specific
abortion method; Congress is
considering asimilar measure.

* % %

Court Bans State Hostility
toReligion. Twoweeksafter the
Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 that
the University of Virginia had
violated the 1st Amendment
rights of student journalists by
denying them funds to publish
WideAwake, acampusevangeli-
cal Christian magazine, liberals
are still in a frenzy. The case,
Rosenberger vs. University of
Virginia, arose after the univer-
sity, citing the constitutional
separation of church and state,
refused to allow student feesto
be used to subsidize $5,862 of
Wide Awake's printing costs.
The university took this step
even though it continued to use
student fees to fund many other
student groups, includingacam-
pus Jewish organization, Al-
Salam, acampus M oslem publi-
cationand even The Yellow Jour-
nal, ahumor magazinethat con-
sistently targets Christianity for
satirical treatment. Liberal reac-
tion to the court’ s ruling ranges
fromdespairtopanicandintheir
rhetorical responses they have
conjured up images of every-
thing from explosive sabotage
to Christians as pickpockets.
“The SupremeCourt,” editorial-
ized the New York Timeson July
5, “has blown a hole through
the wall of separation the Con-
gtitution was supposed to

maintain between church and
state.” "Thisisamiserabledeci-
sion,” lamented Barry Lynn, di-
rector of Americans United for
the Separation of Church and
State. “Christains ... shouldn’t
be allowed to pick other stu-
dents’ pocketsto pay for it [their
righttopublishoncampus].” “A
dangerous precedent,” com-
plained Joan Brown Campbell,
general secretary of the left-
leaning National Council of
Churches. And, perhaps the
bitterest howler of al was Su-
preme Court Justice David
Souter, who, writing for himself
and Justices Stephen Breyer,
John Paul Stevens and Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, penned the
dissent.“ Thecourttoday, for the
first time,” wrote Souter to the
amazement of many who won-
dered if he was talking about a
different case, “approves direct
funding of corereligious activi-
tiesby anarmof thestate.” Writ-
ingfor himself andthefour other
justices — William Rehnquist,
ClarenceThomas, AntoninScalia
and Sandra Day O'Connor —
who saw the case altogether
differently was Justice Anthony
Kennedy. He reasoned: “Vital
1st Amendment speech prin-
ciplesareat stake here. Thefirst
danger toliberty liesin granting
the state the power to examine
publications to determine
whether or not they arebased
on some ultimate idea, and if so
forthestatetoclassify them.” —
Human Events.

* % %

Pregnant Naval Students
May Avoid Dismissal by Ob-
taining Abortions. A proposed
U.S. Naval Academy policy on
pregnant students would allow
students to avoid dismissal by
having abortions, the National
RighttoLifeCommittee(NRLC)
charges. Douglas Johnson, leg-
islative director of the NRLC,
said he obtained what he be-
lieves is a copy of a proposal

which would alow pregnant
students to continue as stu-
dentsif the pregnancy were ter-
minated within 30 daysof noti-
fying the academy of the condi-
tion. — The Sword of the Lord.

* % %

DelegatestoChinaConfer -
enceWarned. U.S. delegatesto
the international women’s con-
ference in China were warned
that they may be arrested if
they take Bibles into the coun-
try or participatein religious ac-
tivitieswhile there. A State De-
partment official warned repre-
sentatives of American groups
planning to attend the United
Nations-sponsored conference
in Beijing that the United States
will not beableto protect them
if they vioatelaws of thecom-
munist nation, the Washington
Times reported. “You may be
thinking of taking a lot of
Bibles,” GeorgiaA. Rogers, the
State Department’s director of
consular affairs, said. “That is
not agood idea. They don't like
that.” House Speaker Newt
Gingrich said the location of
the conference should be
changed in light of the
warnings about religious ac-
tivities” If theState Department
isactually saying it’ sdangerous
to take a Bible, then we clearly
should move immediately to
move the U.N. conference,”
Gingrichsaid.—RNS

* % %

Public School Teachers
Choose Private Education.
Urban public school teachers
often send their own children to
private schools, says a new
study based on 1990 Census
data. The study says that in
about 33% of the nation’s 100
largest cities, public school
teachersaremorethan 1.5times
as likely as othersto send their

(See WNR on page 22)
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Testament work also. Among
the spiritual gifts which are
givenby theHoly Spiritto Spirit-
born men is the gift of
prophecy (Cf. 1 Cor. 12:8-10).
In turn, Christ asthe Master of
all spiritual services gives
spiritually endowed men to His
churches. Lastly, God usesGod-
fearing, Christ-centered, Spirit-
filled men to accomplish His
own spiritual purposes.

The fourfold division of the
work of the ministry is stated in
Ephesians 4:11. Thereit issaid
that Christ gave (1) some,
apostles; (2) and some, proph-
ets, (3) and some, evangelists;
(4) and some, pastors and teach-
ers. Thisisthe Lord’ sown divi-
sion of labor for the work of the
ministry. Hence it is that each
worker is equipped with special
gifts for specia services, and
aso “unto everyone of us is
given grace according to the
measure of the gift of Christ,”
meaning that the divine favor is
measured out to every worker,
whereby he is empowered to
perform his assigned task in
fulfilling the will of God.

Let it be carefully noted that
adefinitework isassignedtothe
prophets, just as certain works
were appointed severaly to the
apostles, to the evangelists, and
tothepastorsandteachers. While
itistrueeachdivision of work is
coordinatedwithall theothers, it
should be noted that each one
has its own characteristic mes-
sage and its own objective.

The Work of the Apostles

The apostles of the Lord
Jesus Christ were men whom
Christ through the Holy Spirit
had chosen and to whom He
gavecommandments(Acts1:2).
TheTwelve, including Matthias
in the stead of Judas, and Paul
constitute the apostles of the
Lord Jesus Christ. To them cer-

tain work was assigned and cer-
tain credential s given which be-
longed exclusively tothem. They
had no successors in the apos-
tolic office. Certain men in the
church at Ephesus claiming ap-
ostolic powers were found liars
(Rev. 2). The apostles had au-
thority conferred upon them
which was never conferred
upon others. They were in the
church first (1 Cor. 12:28), and
they did the initial work of es-
tablishing the New Testament
Church order by founding
churches, setting them in order,
establishing them in the faith,
and giving themthe New Testa-
ment, al through the Holy Spirit.
They didthework of theevange-
list, of the prophet, and of the
teachers, and indeed of pastors
also. They gave us most of the
New Testament by divineinspi-
ration (some New Testament
writers were not apostles of
JesusChrist). Theirwork endures
until thisday, amighty workwhich
need not be done over.

A point shouldbenoted here,
which many overlook. Thereisa
vast difference between “an
apostleof JesusChrist” (i.e.,inl
Cor. 1:1) and“ apostles(messen-
gers) of the churches’ (2 Cor.
8:23). Theapostlesof JesusChrist
had the right to do whatever
Christdirectly commandedthem;
theapostles of the churches had
the right to do only that which
the churches sent them to do
only what the Lord had com-
missioned them to do. Apostles
of the churches who claim it
within their individual right and
power to do what the apostles of
Jesus Christ did are in error.
They err, “not knowingthescrip-
tures, nor the power of God.”

The Work of the
Evangdist

The evangdist is a pro-
claimer of goodtidings,anherald
of salvation. “How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the
gospd of peace, and bring glad

tidings of good things’ (Rom.
10:15). He tellsthewholeworld
of salvation in Jesus Christ the
Savior. Hiswork ischaracterized
chiefly by the preaching of the
gospdl of Christ. Philipiscalled
“theevangdlist” (Acts21:8). Note
the record of hiswork in Acts
8:5-8, 29-35. The evangdlistis
the messenger of life. His mes-
sageisalimited one, driving to
one point, soul-winning. It is
deplorablethat thegreat evange-
lists have about disappeared
from amongusthese days. There
isareasonforitwhichl will point
out in another place.

The Work of the Pastor and
Teacher

The pastor is the shepherd
of the flock. It ishisto lead the
sheep into green pastures and
beside the still waters. Heisthe
feeder and the defender of the
flock. He seeks after them that
stray and binds up thewounded.
As a feeder and defender, he
must be a teacher also. Nopas-
tor can feed his flock upon the
word of God, or defend them
against heresy, who is not a
teacher. The Lord gives spiritu-
ally gifted teachers to the
churches also (1 Cor. 12:28).
They are the pastor’s helpers,
helping in the work of feeding
the sheep; and their work
comes directly under pastoral
supervision.

The Work of the Prophets

The work of the prophets
has been reserved to the last,
that we may readily get the dis-
tinction between it and the
works of the apostles, of evan-
gelists, and of pastors and
teachers.

The prophetic work of the
ministry standsin aclass al its
own. It differs in its dominant
characteristics from the other
classes of the ministry already
named. His work does not con-
sist only of inspired predictions.

If so, thenthework of the proph-
ets ended with thewritings of
the Revelation, about 96 A.D.,
by the Apostle John. But that
certainly did not complete the
work of the prophets. The
prophets who work today are
God-called, Christ-centered,
Spirit-filled heraldsof theword
of God. They are not simply
preachers of the gospel of
Christ, but more: they areGod' s
mouthpieces who “preach the
word” to God' s professed chil-
dren. They flourish in times of
great apostasy. When God's
professed people begin to for-
sake the word of the Lord, the
worship and the work of God,
then God callsout Hisprophets,
“rising up early and sending
them,” that He might turn His
people back again unto Him.
Hence it is the work of the
prophets to speak that word of
GodtoHispeoplewhichapplies
tothem. God callstothem: “ Cry
adoud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like atrumpet, and shew
my peopletheir transgressions’
(Isa. 58:1). The burden of their
message is repentance, confes-
sion of sins, and obedience to
God. “Wash you, make you
clean; put away theevil of your
doings from before mine eyes,
ceasetodoevil;learntodowell;
seek judgment, relieve the op-
pressed, judge the fatherless,
pleadfor thewidow. Comenow,
and let usreason together, saith
theLord: thoughyour sinsbeas
scarlet, they shall beaswhiteas
snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall beaswool.
If ye be willing and obedient,
yeshall eat thegood of theland;
but if ye refuse and rebel, ye
shall be devoured with the
sword; for themouth of theL ord
hath spokenit” (Isa. 1:16-20).
That message was spoken
by Isaiah the prophet to Judah
and Jerusalem, God' sprofessed
“children” whichhad“ rebelled”
against Him. Itistypical of the

(See PROPHECY onpagel7)
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prophet’'s message. It is not
Isaiah the evangelist but Isaiah
the prophet calling Israel to
repentance and to obedience to
their God. Isaiah the evangelist
speaks on thiswise: “Assemble
yourselvesand come; draw near
together, ye that are escaped of
the nations: that have no
knowledge that set up wood of
their gravenimage, and pray unto
a god that cannot save ... Look
unto me, and beye saved, al the
ends of the earth: for | am God,
andthereisnoneel se” (1sa. 45:20,
22). Salvation isthe burden of
the message of the evangelist.
John the Baptist is a New
Testament example of the
prophet-evangelist. When the
penitent multitudes came con-
fessing their sins and believing
on Christ, he baptized them. He
wasdoingthework of anevange-
list. But when the unsaved reli-
gious professors, the Pharisees
and Sadducees, cameto receive
his baptism, he charged upon
them, saying: “O generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come?
Bring forth thereforefruits meet
for repentance.” Here he was
doing the work of the prophet.
The work of the prophet
must precede the word of the
evangelist to unsaved religious
professors. The work of the
evangelist languishes wherethe
work of the prophet has been
neglected. It is when Zion tra-
vailsthat children are born unto
her. Wherethereisno burden of
soul for the lost on the part of
God's people, few are saved.
Wherethereisnotravail of soul
the prophet must bear the Sword
of the Spirit against the sins of
God’'s people. That's why few
great evangelistsareamongst us
today. The prophets have not
done their work well today.
Apathy has seized upon God's
children. Thereislittle either of
travail of soul for the lost or of

sympathetic support for thetrue
evangelist nowadays. He has
been starved out.

Some evangedlists have also
the prophetic gift. They de-
nounce sin in high places and
low. Their work is often coolly
rejected by the churchanity of
our day for awork of softer
finish. [0

BIRCH...
(Continued from page 4)

He wanted to be apilot, but he
wasmoreval uabletomethanany
pilot. See, he set up the spy
system that enabled us to
provide the Chinese army with
air support. 1I'd also send him
out to rescue American airmen
who were shot down in remote
areas. | can't tell you how many
pilots owe their lives to that
remarkableyoung man.

“He was in full uniform.
Walked right toward them, and
they fired a volley inhisface
with no warning. They mur-
dered one of the most loyal men
| ever had.”

Tearswererolling down the
leathery old cheeks. “Forgive
me for losing my composure.
I'm not the tough old bird
people make me out to be.”

The man the General was
speaking of is the “unsung
hero” of the ChinaWar Theater
of World War I1. Captain John
M. BirchlandedinChinain1939
when he was barely twenty-two
years old. Entering language
school, he becamefluentin Chi-
nese to begin work as an inde-
pendent Baptist missionary.
The advancing Japanese army
soon changed his plans.

On April 27, 1942 Birch,
with his hair blacked and
dressed asacoolie, wastravel-
ing in the dangerous no'man’'s
landof rural Chekiang Province.
Stopping to eat at asmall cafe,
he was approached by a Chi-
nese man who whispered sur-
reptitiously “You American?’

Without looking up from

his meal, John gave a barely
perceptible nod.

“You finish. Follow me. Be
very careful. Enemy eyeswatch-
ing.”

Finishing his meal, John
shouldered his pack and casu-
ally walked out the door. The
man started down a path toward
the river and stopped before a
small enclosed sampan river
boat, motioning for John to
jump aboard. He did and peered
into thelittle hold where he was
stunned to see five American
flyers, al grinning from ear to
ear.

The commanding officer
gave him a little mock salute:
“I"mColonel JamesH. Doolittle,
United States Army Air Force.
The boys and | just delivered a
little present to Tojo, and we're
having a bit of trouble getting
back home.”

Birch got the flyers to safe
territory and turned them over
to Gen. Chennault. This contact
marked the beginning of John's
career as an intelligence officer
fortheFlying Tigers.

Hannibal Books Publishing
Company’ srecent release of the
book, The Secret File on John
Birch by James and Marti
Hefley, reveals the story of this
patriotic young man who was
murdered by Chinese Commu-
nists 12 days after the war was
won. Thirteen years later, the
John Birch Society wasnamed
in his honor.

The book is a biography of
Birch’slife, and the subsequent
cover-up of his murder by U.S.
government officials. The truth
of who John Birch was, and
what he stood for negates the
preconceived notions many
Americans may have of John
Birch. The story line takes the
reader through a gamut of
emotions, from the sense of se-
curity created by hiswarm, lov-
ing family, to his love for the
people of China. John's strong

(See BIRCH on page 24)

GRACE...
(Continued from page 10)

by the Catholics into a thing
that has saving power. They
teach that the actual body of
Christ is eaten — that the actual
blood of Christ is partaken.
They lay thecracker— supposed
to be the flesh of Christ on a
dying man’stongue, and that is
supposed to assure his future.
Jesus never intended that these
two ordinances should be
understood as having
supernatural power.

4. Keeping the law is added
by such people as the Seventh
Day Adventists, as necessary to
salvation. They utterly ignore
such passages as Galatians
3:10-12, 24-26. Thosewhohold
to the necessity of doing any-
thing for salvation don’t grasp
God’'s true way of salvation at
al. They don't see the point.
Whole religious systems with
millions of adherents don’'t
even begin to see thetruth asto
how God saves men. It is not
accidental that this is true, for
“the god of this age, hath
blinded the minds of men, lest
thelight of thegloriousgospd! ...
should shine unto them.”

The Rarest Person
To Find

One of the rarest persons to
find anywhere is the preacher
who and truly and consistently
preaches the grace of God.
Many preachers are mentaly
muddled and their preachingis
a scramble of law and grace. If
one is wrong about grace, he
is wrong on just about
everything.ll

Telephone:
(214) 755-7777

Email:
mimoser 1@juno.com




Rae 18

The Baptist Gl lenge

Septenber 1995

CHURCH...
(Continued from page 2)

beHis.

You'll aso note that the ap-
peal is not made to the whole
church. The appeal isnot made
to the entire church, but to any
individual member who will re-
spond. When a church finds it-
self to be in the same state as
this Laodicean church; when a
church findsitself to be spiritu-
aly lukewarm; when a church
finds itself to be in a spiritua
state like this, the Lord does not
speak to the church as awhole,
but He speaksto particular ones
within that church. “If any man
will hear his voice,” sothat if
the church of Laodicea isto
haveachangeintheir character,
it is going to have to bedone
as individuals within that
church respond to the knock of
theLord.

| wonder if while we have
been bringing these messages
relativeto the seven churches of
Asia, and aswearenow drawing
to a close with this last church,
the church that typifies the gen-
eral run of Baptistsjust prior to
thereturnof theL ord, | wonder if
any of us have heard the knock-
ing of the Lord as He seeks to
gain entrance to our hearts so
that He might sup with us. He
doesn’t do it by means of going
outside and knocking on the
front door of the church. Nor
does He enter the vestibule and
stand there at the entrance to the
auditorium and knock on the
door there seeking to gain en-
trance. But when the Lord seeks
to gain entrance once again into
His churches, He does it by
means of knocking at the doors
of the individua members of
that church. Have you heard or
felt the Lord knocking at your
heart as we have been preach-
ing?

Now I'm not talking about
unsaved people. Thisistalking
about Christians. Thisistalking
about saved people. Have you

felt, have you heard, have you
become aware of the fact that
God has been speaking to you
as an individual and knocking
at your heart telling you that if
youwill repent that Hewill come
in and sup with you? You see,
this must be done on an indi-
vidual basis within the church.
God does not deal with the
churchonamassscalewhereHe
comesin just ageneral fashion,
but theL ord comesand speaksto
each of us in a persona way.
“Behold, | stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will
comeintohim, andwill supwith
him, and he with me.”

You see, some members of
this church responded. There
will be some members of the
church that will listen, and they
will let Himin. Butthechurchas
awholewill only opentheir door
to the Lord as the membersas a
whole open their door to the
Lord.

It's as we talked about this
morning concerning spiritual
temperature. Thespiritual fervor
and zeal and temperature of a
church will increase only asthe
spiritual temperature and fervor
of the membership’s hearts in-
crease. We're dl involved in
thistogether. It iseach manwho
will openupand listenand heed.

Now why doesthelL ordwant
to do this? Why does He stand
at the door and knock? Did you
ever wonder why the Lord
wants to have your heart open
tohim? 1’ mtalking about Chris-
tians now, did you ever stop to
think, why would God want me
to open my heart unto Him? L et
me give you Some reasons.

The first reason is for com-
panionship. Y ou see, thechurch
isthe Lord's companion, or the
Lord's bride, and He longs for
companionship with His bride.
Did you ever realize that God
loves you as a husband loves a
wife, asagroomloveshishride?
The Lord wants fellowship. He
wants companionship with you.

You're His bride, that is, this
church, Central Baptist Church
is a part of Hisbrideand He
longs for and desires compan-
ionship and fellowship with His
bride.

Now what kind of bride
would it bewho did not long for
and desire fellowship and com-
panionship with her husband? |
believe that we can safely say
that the Lord feels this cold
treatment, this lack of compan-
ionship more than it is possible
for us to understand. After all,
He loves you, and He longs for
your companionship. He wants
youtohavefellowshipwithHim.
And how would it be for a hus-
band to love his wife, and then
hiswife not want anything to do
with himat all, not to want to be
around him? She only wants to
be around him just enough to
satisfy the minimum require-
ments. And is that not the way
most Christians are today, most
churchmembersaretoday, most
of us are today? We come into
companionship and fellowship
withthe Lord just aslittleaswe
can, so that we can reserve the
rest of our timefor other things.
Worldly things, it so happens
that it wasin this church.

The second reason that the
Lord desires for us to open our
hearts where he might come in
and sup with us, firstisfor com-
panionship, but secondly be-
cause of thingsthat He wantsto
do for His bride. You see, the
Lordmadethesupremesacrifice
for His bride. When you turn to
the book of Ephesians chapter
five we read in verses 25-26,
“Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it;
that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word.”

Here we find that He made
the supreme sacrifice. Because
of this His desireisto protect
and care for her. According to
this verse, He has determined
that He is going to cleanse His

bride, and Heisgoingtodoit by
the washing of water through or
by the Word. That's why He
wants to have fellowship and
companionship with us; that's
why He wants us to open the
door of our heart andinvite Him
in, so that He might cleanse us
by the washing of water by the
Word.

Just as the Lord is deter-
mined to cleanse us, we must
realize that Satan isjust as
determined to defilethe Bride of
Christ, and usualy we gener-
ously accommodate Satan by
our lack of attention to leaven
within the body. That is, we
allow thingsto enter in that con-
taminate and defile rather than
to cooperate with the Lord in
keeping our body pure.

Asachurch, therearecertain
things we learn will comein as
leaven into a church body that
will makeit defiledandwill cause
impuritiestobethere, thingssuch
asalien baptism, that isallowing
peopl eto become memberswho
donot havescriptural baptism. If
we' renot careful,wecanbeguilty
of some of these things.

Secondly, inactive church
members or delinquent church
members. Who's  responsible
for this? Satan is. Just asthe
Lord is determined to cleanse
His bride, His church, Satan is
determined to defile these
churches, and oftentimeshedoes
so by causing us to be either
delinquent or inactive in our
membership within the church.

Another means is by our
conforming to the world. We
becomeconformed totheworld.
Weimitatetheworld; wepattern
after theworld. Welet theworld
set our standards. We let the
world set our rules. Also, em-
bracing sometimes doctrines
that belong to Protestantismand
their practices, but mostly agen-
eral indifference. Weseehereat
this church of Laodicea, that
this wasthe main problem they

(See CHURCH on page 19)
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had, it was agtate of indifference.
Indifference to everything. So
the Lord saysthat He desiresto
come in and sup with them so
that He might cleanse them by
the washing of water by the
Word.

Now then, He tells us what
thereward will beif werespond.
He saysin verse 20, “Behold, |
stand at the door, and knock: if
any man hear my voice, and
open the door, | will comeinto
him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” Now what hap-
pens? “To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with mein my
throne, even as| also overcame,
and amset down with my Father
inhisthrone” (Rev. 3:21).

Now how does He knock?
He knocks by means of the
Word, by means of the Holy
Spirit who applies the Wordand
by means or through His provi-
dence. These are waysthat God
gets our attention. That's what
you knock for. When you go to
adoor and knock, it isto get the
attention of that person who is
on the inside of the door. The
way that God attracts or gets
our attention is by knocking
through the Word, by the Holy
Spirit, and even sometimes, by
means of His providence as He
allows certain things to occur
and to happen to us.

Now for those who respond
and who open unto Him, it says
that He enters in and sups with
them. It is possible for some
within this church to have a
very close spiritual relationship
with the Lord where they have
daily communionandfellowship
with the Lord. At the sametime
there can be those within this
church who are saved and yet
are so far out of fellowship that
God says they are just plain
lukewarm and He is not there
and having fellowship with
them. It spossible to have some
of both, and probably do.

| mentioned to you this
morning that there were two ar-
ticlesthat wereof particular con-
cern in The Baptist Challenge
for this month, and | only got
around to mentioning one of
them, andit’ sintheeditorial col-
umn. The second oneis an
article written by Bro. Edwin
Zellner who is a staff-writer on
the paper. He is pastor of the
Victory Baptist Church in Den-
ver, Colorado. Inhisarticleheis
talking about spirituality within
a church, and he raises the
guestion. He asks, Do we have
anybody in our churches today
likeDanidl,likeJohntheBaptist,
like the Apostle Paul, or like
Matthew, or Peter, or any of
these men of Bible days? You
say, no we don’t have Apostles
today. Well, they weren't
apostles to start with. But re-
member that they were just
regular ordinary everyday men
like we aretoday. They weren’t
super men. They werejust plain
everyday common flesh and
blood like you and me. And
why should we think it unrea-
sonable for us to have some-
body in our churchestoday like
Paul who loved the Lord that
much? Is there anything that is
unnatural about a Christian
loving the Lord as much as did
Paul or John, or Daniel, or
Isaiah? Why can’t we have men
like that today. What's to stop
it? They had their sins. They
were sinful fleshly people just
as we are, but they loved the
Lord. It is possible that within
Central Baptist Church wecould
have a man who lovesthe Lord
that much, so that he could have
daily communionsothattheL ord
comesin and supswith him.

And why can’t we have
women in our church like a
Eunice, a Phoebe, a Mary or a
Martha? Why can't we have
womenwho arethat spiritual to-
day? There' sno reason why we
can't. Our world today isno dif-
ferent from what it was when
they lived. Y oulook at themoral

standard of the world of that
day and time, and I'll tell you
now, it wasjust aswicked asour
world is today. Look at the
churches of that day and time.
Churches like the church at
Corinth, or even the church at
Antioch, or the church at
Jerusalem, and you find that
those churches had as much
wickedness within those
churches, and someof themeven
more wickedness than even
some of our churches. And yet,
within those churches there
werepeoplewho had daily com-
panionship with the Lord. They
had responded to the knock of
the Lord, and the Lord came in
and supped with them. It can
happen today. And for those
who will respond, whowill hear
Himknock, He promisesthat He
will dothat.

Again, Hesays, “ To himthat
overcometh will | grant to sit
with me in my throne” (Rev.
3:21). Theovercomer thenwill be
permittedtorulewithHim.

Now the Lord doesn’t make
that promisetoany of theseother
six churches. This is the worst
church. This is the church that
the Lord says that they are so
lukewarm that He simply is
going to spue them out of His
mouth. Yet, it is to this church
that He now offersa seat upon a
throne. Y ou see how ready God
is to forgive? Do you see how
long-suffering the Lord really
is? Do you see how God is so
merciful that achurch that even
reaches the point that they have
actually pushed Jesus out of the
church to where He is on the
outside knocking to get in, that
He is still ready toalow them
this privilege of being seated
uponthethroneaongwithHim,
which makes us say that the
highest place is in reach of the
lowest. No matter how far you
may have gotten away from the
Lord; no matter how cold spiri-
tually youmay be; nomatter how
far you have gotten from God,
the highest place is till there

ready if you will repent. God
says this to the worst of the lot.
A church that He could not say
anything good about at al, He
offers them the highest reward
that there was.

So you see, even for this
church of Laodicea, it was not
hopeless, and if any individual
withinthat churchwould simply
respond, God has these great
promisesfor them.

Now how doesall thisapply
to us today? Well, I've tried to
make some applications as we
have gone along, but | want to
sort of summarize al of these
applications.

The church of Laodiceawas
the worst church of thelot. If
you or | were to pick out the
worst  church, we'd probably
pick out the church of Thyatira
which was representative of the
rise of Romanism, the Roman
Catholic church and al of their
apostasy, their false doctrines,
their persecutions, their inquisi-
tions, etc. Or we might have
picked out that church that was
representative of Protestantism,
but the Lord picks out this
churchof Laodicea Y ousee, the
Roman Catholic church was al-
ready an apostate church. The
Protestant churches were never
really true churches of the Lord,
and they have gone into apos-
tasy now. When we look to the
church of Laodicea, we' relook-
ing at a Baptist church, and that
shows that we are going to see
even Baptist churches going
into the apostasy aswell. There
arealready some.

In case you don't know it,
that isthe big fight that isgoing
on within the Southern Baptist
Convention right now. Apos-
tasy! Apostasy in their schools.
Apostasy in their seminaries!
Lindsell, a former editor of
Christianity Today and aleader
within the Southern Baptist
Convention says so. If | said it,
they would ignore me and reject

(See CHURCH on page 20)
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what | have to say, but here' sa
Convention man saying Sso.
And the big fight that they had
on the floor of the Convention
in Houston last month was over
the fact that they said that not
onesingle seminary and not one
single college of the Southern
Baptist Convention is sound in
thefaith. Furthermore, they said
that all of their collegesand their
seminariesareriddled with men
who do not believein the verbal
inspiration of the Word of God.
Now that isfrommenwho arein
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion themselves. That's what
theissuewasabout. Theissueis
apostasy, and the seminaries
and colleges are a part of the
apostasy, and they are infecting
and leading others astray into
the apostasy. And Lindsell and
theseothersof theBaptistsFaith
and Freedom Committee (I
believe that's what they call
themselves), whether they
realizeit or not, they arestill part
and parcel of the apostasy as
they are supporting the apostasy
when they urge peopleto stay in
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, and to fight it from the
inside. God never saidto stay in
but He said to separate. And
when they still urge and
recommend their churches to
continue the support of the
Cooperative Program, which is
where these leaches get their
money to teach their apostasy,
they become part and parcel of
the whole system which
supports false doctrine that is
now permeatingall of theschools
of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Now | don't always speak
second hand on some of these
things, because | went to South-
ern Baptist  Convention
schools. | graduated, and | got
my degrees from Southern
Baptist Convention schools,
including the New Orleans

Baptist Theological Seminary. |
know what's going on there
from personal, firsthand knowl-
edge, and it's gotten far worse
than what it was even when |
was there.

In other words, the church of
Laodicea refers to Baptist
churches that are going into the
apostasy which is going to cul-
minateinthe completerejection
of Christendom by all denomi-
nations including Baptists. And
here we see Jesus Christ outside
of Hisown church showing that
He has been rejected.

Now the church of Laodicea
aswe pointed out, isapicture of
this present church age. What is
the picture then? It is a place
wherewefind the domination of
preachers who stand for the
truth. Paul says in Second
Timothy chapter four that they
will heap tothemsel vesteachers
having itching ears. Why? Be-
causethey will not enduresound
doctrine. What happens with a
preacher who triesto preach the
truth in the Southern Baptist
Convention? He is ridiculed.
He' smocked. He' smadefun of.
They trytokeephimdown. They
dominate, control.

We aso find the church of
Laodicea is a picture of the
injectionof theworldandworl d-
liness into the church. So much
so that you cannot tell any
difference between the conduct
of themembership of the church
and the conduct of those that
are of the world. No difference.
Mora standards are identical.
Dress standards are identical.
Mora codeisthe same. No dis-
tinction made between the
church and theworld, it'sal the
same. It didn't use to be that
way, but today you can't tell
the difference. It's reached the
point  of lukewarmness.
Churches that will not take a
strong position. They are non-
positionized churches. Compro-
misers!

Reminds me of the fellow
they tried to put on the carpet as

to what he believed. They said
“Well, what do you believe?’
He said, “I believe what my
church believes.” They said,
“Well, what does your church
believe?’ “Well my church be-
lieves what | believe” And
that's about all they could get
out of him. He just never told
them anything. Churches have
compromised today to where
you can't pin them down as to
what they believe. They don't
want to be pinned down.

They have now developed
so many different organizations
within these churches that are
foreign to the word of God, that
churches have been completely
divorced and separated fromthe
real work that God gavethemto
do, the work of preaching the
gospd to thewholeworld. They
have their boards, their mission
societies, their mission secretar-
ies, their mission committees,
their mission Directors. None of
these are scriptural. God in-
tended that every New Testa
ment church wasto betheir own
mission society. God intended
that each New Testament church
was to be it's own mission
board, and not to have any out-
side of the New Testament
church. Each church was to do
their own mission work. But in-
stead they now organize their
Conventions. They now orga
nize their Associations. They
have now organized their Fel-
lowships and other organiza-
tions, and al of these are extra-
scriptural organizations, and all
of them are man-made. The
church of Laodicea is typical.
Churchesincreased with goods.
Great church buildings, great
educational institutions, great
publishing houses, wealthy mis-
sion boards, large endowments,
and the emphasis is on nickels,
noses and numbers. Thisis the
Laodicean church.

Today, we've reached that
point. That's the way to deter-
mine a church’s greatness. We
count up their numbers. If they

don't have great big numbers,
there must be something wrong.
If they don’t have baptisms ev-
ery Sunday, something must be
wrong. If they don’t have peo-
plewalkingdowntheaisleevery
Sunday, having rededications,
or this or that, something must
be wrong. All that they are
using are fleshly meansto build
and promote numbers, because
they are interested in nickels,
noses and numbers. But God
doesn’t say all of these things.
Yet in spiteof al of this, Christ
is on the outside.

A church’ swealth may indi-
cate that they have money, but
it doesn't indicate that they
havespirituality. A church’ssize
may indicate that they have
numbers, but it does not indi-
cate the spirituality of that
church.

Herewasachurch, thechurch
of Laodicea that was large,
wealthy, increased with goods,
and didn't think they had any
need of anything at al, but they
had no spirituality at al. [twasa
churchthat waslukewarm, ready
to be spewed out of the mouth of
the Lord. What is so sad is that
they werenot awareof their con-
dition, even as there arechur-
ches like that today that are not
aware of their condition.

But somebody says |
thought the church wasto make
the world get better and better
and better under theinfluence
of the church; that the world
wasgoingtoimprove. Really we
find the very opposite. The
world is the same but the
church has absorbed the world.
It is not the church having its
influence upontheworld, but it
is the world that is having its
influence upon the church.

In First Timothy chapter
four we read in the first verse,
“Now the Spirit speaketh ex-
pressly, that in the latter time,”
that means the last days, “some
shall depart from the faith, giv-

(See CHURCH on page 21)
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ing heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils”
Second Timothy chapter four,
verses 1-3, “I charge thee
therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at
his appearing and hiskingdom;
preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine. For the
time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears.”

Notice in chapter three of
Second Timothy beginning in
verse1: “Thisknow also, that in
the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, cov-
etous, boasters, proud, blas-
phemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, with-
out  natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, traitors,
heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godli-
ness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away.
For of this sort are they which
creep into houses, and lead
captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with diverslusts,
ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowl edge of the
truth. Now as Jannes and
Jambres withstood Moses, so
do these also resist the truth:
men of corrupt minds, repro-
bate concerning the faith. But
they shall proceed no further:
for their folly shall be manifest
unto all men, as their's also
was. But thou hast fully known
my doctrine, manner of life, pur-
pose, faith, longsuffering, char-
ity, patience, Persecutions, af-
flictions, which cameunto me at
Antioch, at [conium, at Lystra;

what persecutions | endured:
but out of them all the Lord
delivered me. Yea, and all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. But evil
men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, deceiving,
andbeingdeceived”’ (2Tim. 1:1-
13).

Now these verses are not a
description of the world, but a
description of the churches of
the last days, the Laodicean
church age. In these verses that
| read to you from this third
chapter of Second Timothy,
there are some eighteen sins
listed here as affecting the
churches of the last days. Of
these eighteen sins, how many
affect you? How many of these
sins are true in your life? Let's
don’'t makeit so broad and gen-
eral that weevadeit. Let’ smake
it personal. Let's read these
verses. Let's look at our own
lives in comparison with this,
and let's ask ourselves a ques-
tion, “Am | guilty of these
things? Am | guilty of thesinsof
the Laodicean church, the
churches of the last days? Am |
guilty?’ If so, then you are a
part of the problem not the solu-
tion. But you can be apart of the
solutionif youwill ssmply listen
to Jesus as He speaks.

Speaking to you now as a
member of one of the Lord's
churches, He says to you, hot
to your neighbor, not to your
husband, not to your wife, not
to your children, not to your
parents, but Jesus Christ is
speaking to you as a member of
one of His churches, “Behold, |
stand at the door, and knock: if
any man,” that is, if you will
“hear my voice, and open the
door, | will comein to him, and
will sup with him, and he with
me.” There'sthe solution.

“Asmany as| love, | rebuke
and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, andrepent” (3:19). Their's
the solution. If you want to be
part of the solution as to what
you candoto make Central Bap-

tist Church a more spiritual
church, there' stheanswer, andit
has to be done by individuals.
You cannot be concerned
whether sister so-and-so or
brother so-and-so doesit or not.
It hasto be whether you person-
ally areready togetright withthe
Lord or not.

Let's don't be concerned
about what so-and-so does or
does not do. Let’s be concerned
about us personally asindividu-
als. Do | want to help makethis
church amore spiritua church?
Do | want to help reclaim this
churchfromspiritual lukewarm-
ness? Do you? If | wereto ask
for ashow of hands, every hand
would go up I'm sure, but
there’s more to it than saying
yes | do. Will you? Of al the
seven letters that we find here,
this letter has more meaning
and more application to you and
me today than all the other six
because we are living in the
times of the Laodicean church.

Finally He says, “He that
hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the
churches’ (Rev. 3:22). Will you
hear?

Now Godwill not forceyou.
Hewill not makeyou. Hewill not
drive you, but Hewill beg you.
He will plead with you. He will
imploreyou. Hewill try to love
you to where you will respond
with love toward Him, but this
Laodicean church was so luke-
warm and so cold that they
would not even respond to the
loveofferedtothemby theirown
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Will you?

As we have gone through
these seven churches, | have
tried to make these as personal
as | could, to me as the pastor,
and to you as a member. As |
preach, and as | discuss these
matters with you, they are to
measwell, for, asyour pastor, |
feel like | am just as guilty as
anybody else. | believe all of us
can find a place where we fit,
but simply to admit it and do

nothing about it isno solution at
all. There must be real genuine
repentance.

How spiritual areyou?What
is your temperature? Is God on
the outside knocking at your
heart? Do you need to be more
spiritual than what you are to
help bring more fervor and zeal
into our worship of the Lord?
Only you can change it. | can
preach until 1 am black inthe
face, but if you will not, all my
preachingwill beinvain.

| close with one statement
that | just happened to think
about right now. My dad was
pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Van Buren, Arkansas
before he came to this church.
That church was a wealthy
church. They had lawyers, doc-
tors, the president of the largest
bank of the city. In other words,
it was where all the wealthy
people had their membership if
they were Baptists. He preached
in that church for several years,
but he said they didn’t care how
much he preached as long as
they had a man who would
preach the truth to them, that
was al they wanted, but they
weren't going to do it. And Dad
said that as long as he preached
at that church, not one person
ever said oneword against what
hepreached. Occasionally some-
body wouldsay that’ sreally what
you ought to preach. Weneedit.
But no changesever cameabout.

Finally one day the Lord
opened the door herefor Central
Baptist Church tocall him, and
he came here. To show you the
respect that that church had for
him, they maintained that pulpit
empty for six months, hoping
that he would change his mind
and go back, but Dad said all the
time that he was there, that
church stayed cold, indifferent.
It didn't matter what he
preached, they just would not
change. They didn’t care. They
wererich, increased with goods.

(See CHURCH on page 24)
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eternal damnation.

Titus 3:3 says that man is
“hateful.” This does not refer
to a hateful attitude in the
modern use of theterm. That
idea is expressed in the same
versewhich speaksof men* hat-
ingoneancther.” Hateful isused
here in the sense of being de-
serving or worthy of hate (see
Rev.18:2).

Man cannot fully appreciate
thelove and mercy of God with-
out first realizing just how un-
worthy he is. There was abso-
lutely nothing in man that
caused God to send Christ to
diefor us. That gift wasan act of
pure grace towards worthless,
hell deserving sinners.

The acceptance of thisfact
in no way creates self-esteemin
man, asthe purveyorsof modern
psycho-theology teach. It does
promote humility and induces
self-loathing  (Ezk. 36:31).
Above all it produces the love
and gratitude for the Lord Jesus
Christ that He justly deserves
(Lk.7:36-50).

No wonder the Apostle
John exclaimed, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of
God” (1 Jn. 3:1). We should be
awe stricken and humbled to
our knees to think that God
could pity uswhenwewerevoid
of any redeeming quality and
unworthy of the least of His
mercy.

Knowing that God hates
wicked men, wetoo should hate
them. As David said, “Do not |
hate them, O Lord, that hate
thee: and am not | grieved with
those that rise up against thee? |
hate them with perfect hatred: |
count them mine enemies’
(Psm.139:21-22).

“But,” someone says, “did
not Jesus say we should love
our enemies?’ Yes! We should
love them and have compassion

on them, in that we desire their
salvation. But we should hate
them in that we abominate what
they are.

Thisrenderscrystal clear the
saying of Jesus, “If any man
come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, andwife, and
children, and brethren, and sis-
ters,yea, andhisownlifealso, he
cannot be my disciple’ (Lk.
14:26). If our family membersset
themselvesagainst God then we
must stand with God and count
them our enemies. Even when
our ownlivesareinoppositionto
God, wemust hateour “ownlife
also” and mortify ourselvesthat
we might become the true dis-
ciplesof Christ. (See2Chr. 19:1-
2;Tit.1:8).

Proverbs29:27 says, “an un-
just man is an abomination to
the just: and hethat isupright
in the way is abomination to
the wicked.” There is an eter-
nal enmity between God and
the unrighteous on the one
hand and Satan and hisfollow-
ers on the other. This antago-
nism can only be removed in
Christ, and more specifically as
men arereconciled to each other
and to God in the church (Eph.
2:13,16).

Moses went so far asto say
that God abhors His children
when they turn from Him (Dt.
32:18-19). Whilefor HisgraceHe
does not abandon usto hell, yet
our lives become despicable in
Hissight. If wefollow Him, He
loves us in the sense that we
haveHisapproval . AsJesussaid,
“He that hath my command-
ments, keepeththem, heitisthat
lovethme: and hethat loveth me
shall beloved of my Father, and
I will lovehim” (dn. 14:21).

Asfor Satan’s children who
continue in impenitence, God
will eventually withdraw all
offers of mercy and love and
then His disposition toward
them will be unmitigated
hatred. “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the

Son shall not seelife; but the
wrath of God abideth on him”
(In.3:36). “Thewicked... hissoul
hateth. Upon the wicked he
shall rain snares, fire and brim-
stone, and an horrible tempest”
(Psm. 11:5-6). “Andthesmoke
of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever” (Rev. 14:11).
— Missionary  Baptist
Seachlight.l

WNR...
(Continued from page 15)

children to private schools. For
example, 44.6% of Boston's
public school teachers enrolled
their childrenin private schools,
compared with 28.9% of all
families.

Court Actson Graduation
Prayers. The U.S. Supreme
Court has set aside afederal ap-
peals court ruling that pro-
hibited student-led prayers at
public school graduation cer-
emonies in nine western states.
The case involved an ldaho
school district that allowed
graduating seniorsto maketheir
own decisons regarding
prayers in commencement ac-
tivities. The policy grew out of
“the school district’s desire to
remain neutral and to alow the
students to dictate the content
of graduation.” By dismissing
the case, the Court removes any
legal bar to student-led prayers
in the states covered by the
U.S. Court of Appedls for the
Ninth Circuit. However, noth-
ing prevents the appeals court
from issuing the samerulingif
a similar case ishrought before
it. The dismissal of thismost re-
cent case on what amounts to a
legal technicality does little to
clear up the Court’s opinion on
the question of student-led
prayers. TheChristian Coalition
has urged Congress to provide
greater protection for religious
speech in public places.

ELCA Book RejectsLit-
eral Resurrection. “We can no
longer understand the resur-
rection of Jesus in a litera
sense, ...." wrote Dr. Gerd
Luedemann in The Resurrec-
tion of Jesus, a 263-page book
recently published by Augs
burg/Fortress of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
Luedemann, professor of New
Testament and director of the
Ingtitute of Early Christian
Studies at the University of
Groettingen, added: “And
about the fate of Jesus' corpse:
Did it decay? At any rate |
regard this conclusion as un-
avoidable” (p. 180). The Jesus
Seminar, a group of about 70
scholars from most of the major
denominations, including the
Roman Catholic Church, also
concluded that Jesus did not
rise from the dead. The Jesus
Seminar scholars contend that
their views are promoted on the
campuses of most church col-
leges and seminaries of the
major denominations.

* % %

Goals 2000. New history
curriculum introduced by the
Clinton Administration’s 275-
page Goals 2000 contains
nothing about Paul Revere,
Thomas Edison, the Wright
brothers and the first U.S. Con-
gress, only a tiny mention of
GeorgeWashington; abrief note
about Abraham Lincoln and the
Gettysburg Address and no
referencetoRobert E. Lee. Ithas
19 references to McCarthyism,
17 references to the Ku Klux
Klan and other revealing ex-
amples. Onescienceteacher com-
mented, “1 have not met anyone
who felt the book was any more
than an attack on traditional
Americanvaues.”

Telephone:
(214) 755-7777
Email:
mImoser 1@juno.com
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be saved; why then should we
have to do good to remain
saved?

The Practical Argument

This argument is likewise
sufficient in itself to reassure
the believer; but Paul is not
content to stop here. Hecontin-
ues to pile assurance upon as-
surance. Passing from the theo-
logical argument, he takes up
another line of proof whichwe
have called the practical argu-
ment: “What shall we then say
to these things? If God befor
us, who can be against us? He
that spared not his own son,
but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him
freely give us dl things?’ The
practical argument which Paul
here summarizes is too often
ignored by both sides of the
controversy. It requires a curi-
ous type of mentality indeed to
believe that God, having deliv-
ered up his beloved Son to
shameful suffering and death
in order to save guilty sinners,
would then cast aside those
saved sinners, merely because
they proved themselves,
though saved, to be still sin-
ners. Such dealings would be
most impractical on the part of
a God who knew from the
beginning that salvation would
not make men sinless. Paul’s
point is this: Having given us,
or on our behalf, the dearest
possession He had, will God
then withhold from us those
things which, though exceed-
ingly precious, are yet of far
less value than the Son of
God? Would God devote His
Son to suffering and death in
our stead, and then deny us that
salvation which Christ died to
secure?

The Legal Argument

Paul then considers the
believer'slegal status beforethe
judgment bar of God. “Who,”
he asks, “shall lay anything to
the charge of God's elect?’
The expression “lay to the
charge of” is the Greek word
enkaleo, which means “to ac-
cuse,” or “to bring charges
against.” In its technical
sense, the word appearsto refer
primarily totheoriginal charges
because of which a person is
caled into court. (The word
literally denotes “to call in.”
Note its usage in the following
passages:

“Therefore, if Demetrius,
andthecraftsmenwhicharewith
him, have a matter against any
man, the law is open, and there
are deputies. let them implead
oneanother” (Acts19:38).

“For we are in danger to be
called into question for this
day’ suproar” (Acts19:40).

“And when | would have
known the causewhereforethey
accused him, | brought him
forth into their council: Whom
| perceived to be accused of
guestions of their law” (Acts
23:28-29).

It seems obvious from these
illustrations that the word in
guestion refers to the original
charges which result in the ac-
cused being brought before a
tribunal for judgment. Theac-
cusations made in the course of
the trial, whether by a prosecu-
tor, or by witnesses, aredenoted
by the word kategoreo, “to
accuse.” Itthereforeappearsthat
Paul’s dialogue with himself in
verses 33 and 34 signifies the
following:

“Who has the authority to
call one of God's elect before
the bar of judgment? Only
God, Himself, the very One (v.
30), whohasprevioudyjustified
them.

In our system of jurispru-
dence, the person who officially
summons a citizen to court to
be judged is the public prose-
cutor, variously called district

attorney, state attorney, pros-
ecuting attorney, etc. Inthecourt
of heavenly justice, God Him-
self, is the prosecuting attorney
— the adversary with whom
men are advised to agreequick-
ly, lest He déliver them to the
judge (Mt. 5:25). Theword “ ad-
versary” here refersto alegal,
not a persona, enemy. Paul
then inquires, “Who is the one
who pronounces judgment?’
He answers: “Christ, who died,
yea rather that isrisen again,
who is even at the right hand of
God, who a so maketh interces-
sion for us” “Who isthe
judge?’ “It is Christ, the very
one who died to save us from
judgment; Hewho also roseand
now sits at the right hand of
God, interceding for us.” Thus
the believer's legal position is
incredibly unassailable. Hefinds
himself, legally, in theposition
of having for a prosecuting
attorney, one who has, on un-
impeachable grounds, aready
declared him to be righteous
before the claims of the law.
Furthermore, he finds, sitting
on the bench as judge, the One
who took his place under the
sentence of thelaw as his sub-
stitute, and who bore all of the
punishment he deserved in his
stead. Moreover, this same Per-
son who sits as judge is the
believer’'s own defense attor-
ney, who even now represents
him before the heavenly bar of
justice. Can anyone ask for a
moreimpregnablelegal position
than this?

Itwill berememberedthatin
Rev. 12:10, Satan is called the
“accuser of the brethren,” and
it is asserted that he accuses
them before God day and night.
How does Satan's position as
accuser of the brethren fit in
with what has been said above?
In the passage cited, the word
kategoreo is used primarily to
refer to giving testimony, or
making accusations, in court. It
is often used in a nonlegal
sense with the simplemeaning

of “to accuse” In a lega
setting it refers to making accu-
sations against the accused,
whether by a prosecutor, or by
witnesses. Note Acts 24:2, 8, &
18, where the word “accuse’
stands for kategoreo; also
verse 19, wherethe Greek word
is trandated “object.” Thus,
by the use of this term, Satan
is depicted as making accusa
tions, or giving testimony,
against the brethren, before the
throne of God. However, since
only God has the authority to
call His elect intocourt, which
He obviously will not do (since
He has already pronounced
them to be righteous), Satanis
in the position of attempting to
give testimony against persons
who have not been indicted, or
called into court! Nowonder he
isfinally gected from the heav-
enly premises and “his place is
no more found in heaven!”

The Devotional Argument

Having pointed out by four
different lines of proof the
believer’'s perfect security, Paul
then proceeds to the fifth and
last argument, which we may cal
the devotional argument. The
Apostle has shown that our
eternal security is the result of
the various positions which are
ours by the marvelous grace of
God. Our general position is
such that al things work to-
gether for our eventual welfare.
Our theological position is that
of having been foreknown by
God, and predestinated to be
madelikeHisSon. Our practical
position is that God gave His
dearest possession to effect our
salvation. Our legal position is
that only He who justified us
can initiate legal charges
against us; furthermore, even
if we could be brought into
court, the judge is the very one
who became our substitute to
save us from judgment. More-

(See SECURITY on page 24)
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LIBERAL, KS

September 18-20, 1995, Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 216
Wilson, Liberal, KS 67901,
L. K. Landis, Pastor

* % %

GRENADA, MS

September 19,1995, Central
Baptist Church, 327 Second
St., Grenada, M'S 38902, Cecil
A. Fayard, Pastor.

* % %

SIOUX FALLS, SD

October 2-4, 1995, Empire
Baptist Temple, 412 S. Haw-
thorne Ave., Sioux Fals, SD
57104, Ron  Tottingham,
Pastor.

FORT WORTH, TX

October 2-4, 1995, Lake
Worth Baptist Church, 4445
Hodgkins Rd., Ft. Worth, TX
76135, Jerry D. Locke, Pastor

* % *

LITTLE ROCK, AR

October 23-25, 1995, Central
Baptist Church, 15601 Taylor
Loop Rd., Little Rock, AR
72212, B. Lawrence Jones,
Pastor.

* % *

CINCINNATI,OH

November 7-9, 1995, Central
Baptist Church, 7645 Winton
Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45224,
JamesW. Love, Pastor.

* % *

MATTOON, IL

November 27-30,1995, Bible
Baptist Church, 34th & Marion
Sts., Mattoon, IL 61938, Tom
Pullen, Pastor.

HUMBLE, TX

January 11-12, 1996,
Northway Baptist Church, 5939
Bender Rd., Humble, TX 77396,
David Stone, Pastor.

* % %

WESTCLIFFE, CO

January 23-26, 1996, “The
Retreat In the Rockies”.
Wetmore Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 84, Wetmore, CO 81253,
Brian Withrow, Pastor.

We shall be happy to list the dates
of fellowship meetings of independent
Baptist churches throughout the coun-
try. Please send the dates far enough in
advance.

CHURCH...
(Continued from page 21)

They had need of nothing. And
he could preach al he wanted.
They liked his preaching. They
thought hewasagood preacher.
They knew he preached the
truth, but they just weren't
going to do it. So he left, and
came here to Central Baptist
Church.

| wonder why a church will
listentothetruth, know thetruth,
know that it's what they need,
andyet still will not doit. | don’t
know. But that’ sthe way it was
with the church of Laodicea.

| don’t know whether we're
like that church of Laodicea or
not, but I’ mafraidthat we' reget-
ting pretty close to it if we're
not, andwearetheonly onesthat
can do anything about it, but we
won't do it unless we want to,
andit’ sgoing to haveto be done
by each of us asindividuals.

Do you want to be more
spiritual ? Would you like to see
the blessings of God really
poured out upon this church?
The solution then is to respond
to the knock of Jesus Christ
when He knocks upon our door.

As we preached during
this period over these seven
churches, has God spoken to
your heart? Has He knocked
on your heart? What will be
your response? Most of those
in the Laodicean church ig-
noredit. They heard Himknock.
They knew He was knocking,
but they went on their worldly
way satisfied to be lukewarm.
Satisfied! Are you? You're the
only one that can make the
change. I

SECURITY ...
(Continued from page 23)

over, that same person is our
defense attorney, or advocate.
Paul now shows that our
eternal security is unquestion-
able because of our emotional
position. We are the objects of

Christ's  devotional love
(agape). If thisbetrue, how can
we ever be separated from His
love? In the strongest terms
possible, Paul asserts that we
cannot be separated from the
loveof Christ. Herunstheentire
gamut of things that might be
supposed to have the power to
do so; then he rules out any
unmentioned possibilities by
saying, “nor any other creature
(created being) shall be able to
separate us from the love of
God which isin Christ Jesus
our Lord.” It is unthinkablethat
anyonewho isthe object of such
unchangeable love could ever
find that he has been cast aside
because he did not measure up
to the expectations of God.

The following poem was
found written on the wall of a
room in an insane asylum. The
writer had apparently been ad-
judged insane by ungodly men.
Would God that we all suffered
from hisform of insanity!

“Could we with ink the
oceansfill,

“Andweretheskiesof parch-
ment made;

“Wereevery stalk on earth a
quill,

“And every man a scribe by
trade;

“To write the love of God,
above,

“Would drain the oceans
dry;

“Nor couldthescroll contain
thewhole,

“Though stretched from sky
to sky. [

BIRCH...
(Continued from page 17)

viewpoint on  patriotism,
coupled with his romancewith
a Scottish nurse give a sense
of joyous release when victory
iswon in China. This contrasts
vividly with the visualization
of his mutilated boy and the
ensuing cover-up of his
murder. [0



