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Opposition To Gambling
Underscored In Scripture

Gambling issues are to be
on the ballot in many statesthis
November, including Arkansas
where we have four (4) amend-
ments to our Constitution that
would permit casino gambling,
lotteries, bingo, etc. in addition
to the dog and horse racing
aong with the pari-mutuel bet-
ting that we aready have.

Because of this, we
thought it wise to run this ar-
ticle so that those who have
never seen the Christian and
Bible viewpoint relative to gam-
bling might have this informa-
tion before going into the polls
to vote.

What isironic in Arkansas
is that nearly al of the adver-
tising (millions & millions of
dollars) placed by the gambling
interests all talk about the
amount of Arkansas money
that is leaving the State to go
to the surrounding states, and
therefore, they say we need to
keep Arkansas money in Arkan-
sas. However, they never inform
the voters that the owners of
the horse racing track
(Oaklawn) in Hot Springs lives
in Missouri, and the owners of
the dog racing track in West
Memphislivein New England,
both of which take the money

out of the state of Arkansas.

Much more could be writ-
ten concerning the economic,
moral and social problems that
always accompany gambling,
but thisarticle looks at it from a
Biblical perspective.

* % %

The letter appeared in a
Mississippi newspaper under
the heading, “Bible doesn’t say
gamblingisasin.”

A man named Roger wrote
of searching his Bible and con-
cordance and finding nothing in
the Scripture to say gambling is
asin. However, there were sev-
era references to the casting of
lots. Why, even the disciples
used that method to choose a
successor to Judas.

That being so, how could
one oppose gambling on moral
grounds?

Easy, Joe Trull insists.
Look again at the principles set
forthin the Bible.

“Perhaps many Christians
don't take gambling seriously
because they cannot find a di-
rect commandment against gam-
bling and they read in the Bible
that some leaders seemed to
‘gamble’ to determine God's
will,” notes Trull, professor of

Christian ethics at New Orleans
Seminary.

Of course, there are plenty
of economic and socia reasons
to oppose gambling, Trull
points out — it diverts money
from other legitimate businesses;
it creates problem gamblers and
the social costs that accompany
those addictions; it negatively
impacts young people; and its
reality just does not live up to
its promise.

However, Baptists must be-
gin in their opposition to gam-
bling with an examination of
God's Word on the issue, Trull
suggests. They must cometo an
understanding that the Christian
way is incompatible with gam-
bling, he says.

“Whatever else we do,
Baptist people must possess a
clear biblical and theologicd un-
derstanding of this moral issue.

“Let me say at the outset,
without stuttering or stammer-
ing, that the Bible is not silent
about gambling.

“While no direct command
jumps out of the Bible to guide
us, the moral ideals of the Scrip-
tures clearly oppose the prac-
tice of gambling.”

Trull cites several key bib-
lical principlesthat should guide

Chrigtiansin their moral under-
standing of gambling:

® Gambling questions the
sovereign rule of God over our
lives. “Can anyone deny that
gambling majors on greed, the
fast buck, and materialism?’
Trull asks.

® Gambling violates the
central moral imperative of the
Bible — the law of love. “Love
entreats; gambling mistreats.
Love strengthens; gambling
weakens. Love builds up; gam-
bling tears down. Love never
fals; gambling ever fails.”

® Gambling encourages
covetousness and stealing. “In
one sense, gambling is robbery
by mutual consent. A group of
people agree to play a game of
chance in which one person
takes what others have wagered
without any exchange of goods
or services. Is that not steal-
ing?..."

® Gambling violates the
biblical principles of the stew-
ardship of possessions. Chris-
tians are called to be good
stewards of al God has given
them in this world and to use
their resources for God's glory
and human good, Trull reminds.

(See GAMBLING on page 24)



Ree 2

The Batist Qe lenge

Novenber 1996

Guest Editorial

A Prayer For the Innocents

By William H. Perkins, Jr., Editor
Mississippi Baptist Record

When | first heard on the
afternoon of Sept. 26 that the
U.S. Senate failed to override
President Clinton’s veto of the
bill that would have banned
partial birth abortions, | turned
inmy Bibleto Matt. 19:13-14.

Then | wept.

| wept for the thousands
of perfectly-formed, full-term
babies, who have been de-
stroyed and are yet to be de-
stroyed by this ghastly proce-
dure.

A partia birth abortion is
accomplished by forcibly
wrenching a baby from its
mother’s womb, completely de-
livering the baby except for
about an inch of the top of its
head, and then killing it by
piercing the skull and sucking
out its brains.

As long as that tiny por-
tion of the baby’s head remains

in the birth canal, the procedure
isalegal abortion and not alive
birth.

That technicality meansthe
procedure is available through-
out the full nine months of preg-
nancy.

So what’s the difference
between partial birth abortion
and first-degree murder? About
oneinch.

| wept for the childless
couples without number who
yearn for just one chance at
parenthood, who would gladly
adopt so many of these infants
without hesitation.

Adoption served for ages
as the best way to deal with “in-
convenient” pregnancies, but
our society has shunned this
viable system in favor of the
quicker, less embarrassing
method of simply discarding the
baby.

43rd Annual Bible Conference
LittleRock, Arkansas
October 28-30

The 43rd Annual Bible Conference will be held October 28-
30 at the Central Baptist Church, Little Rock, Arkansas begin-
ning Monday evening October 28 and closing with the
Wednesday evening service October 30. Meals will be pro-
vided for al of our guests.

Thiswill be a special Conference this year with much spe-
cial music. Fernando Caballero, pastor of El Messias (Mes-
siah) Baptist Church, Bayamon, Puerto Rico will be with usfor
the first time along with preachers from all across the country.

For those interested in motel rates, these are the rates that
have been quoted us. Motels are about 5 miles from the church.

Budgetel, (501) 225-7007), $39.50 sgl; $44.50 dbl.
LaQuintalnn, (501) 224-0900, $65.00 single.

Motd 6, (501) 225-7366, $31.99 single, $37.99 double.

Premier Lodging, (501) 221-7378, $69.00 per nite, full apart-
ment w/kitchen, (3 nights minimum, accomodates six people).
Best Western, (501) 224-8051, $74.00

Our church secretary will be happen to reserve the rooms
for you. Just call the church (501) 868-7703 or our total free
number 1(800) 594-4876.

Directionsto the church: Take Exit #9 which isHwy 10 or
Cantrell Road, west off of 1-430. Go west to the Harvest Food
Store (on left). Turn left on Taylor Loop Road. Go about 2
miles and the church is on the left. 15601 Taylor Loop Road.
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Thank God for the Chris-
tians in the crisis pregnancy
movement who are working to
turn around that situation.

| wept for the mothers and
fathers and grandparents of
those dead babies who will carry
alifetime of emotiona and spiri-
tual scars, which undoubtedly
will affect their relationships
with God and the people they
love.

Brenda Pratt Shaefer, a
substitute nurse contracted to
work at a clinic that performed
partial birth abortions, lasted
one day at her new job.

She witnessed three partial
birth abortions in that one day,
describing how a young single
mother, facing this crisisin her
life all alone, cried out to God
as she held her dead son and

pleaded with God and her child
toforgive her.

| wept for the lack of
conscience in our culture that
excuses this infanticide as
“necessary” and “unavoid-
able,” even though the most
eminent obstetricians and gyne-
cologists in the country have
publicly condemned this proce-
dure as wholly unnecessary and
potentially dangerous to the
mother (see “The Wall Street
Journal,” p. A-22, Sept. 19,
1996).

Most of my tears, however,
came as | prayed for the souls
of those babies and asked my
Savior to forgive us for allow-
ing this modern-day Slaughter
of the Innocents.

| know how He feels about
the little ones. (18]
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What |s The Meaning of Ecclesia?

We want to go patiently into what the New Testament
means by the word ekklesia or church. We maintain that in
al and every place where it is found in the New Testament,
whether used of Israel in the wilderness or of the church of

the First-born in heaven or the
citizens of Ephesus or of aNew
Testament church, it dwaysand
every where refers to an orga-
nized assembly. Its two funda-
mental and essential ideas are
organization and assembly. We
think we have good and suffi-
cientreasonsfor maintainingthat
position. Our readerswill haveto
bethejury to render averdict as
to whether our contention will
hold. Here are our reasons for
saying so. (If you want to go
more fully into this matter send
for acatalog from the Challenge
Press).

1. Our first reason for con-
tending that the word ekklesia
never means anything but an
organized and an assembling
church is that the Lord Jesus
uses the word ekklesia 20 times
in Revelation and every time He
uses it, He refers to a local or-
ganized and assembling church.
Seven times He uses it in the
singular in naming_; the seven

churches of Asia. Thirteen times
Heusesit in the plural referring
to these seven churches and
their successors. Whenever He
spoke of a larger group than a
local church He always used it
intheplural.

2. B. H. Carroll for many
years a Professor in Baylor Uni-
versity and later founder of the
Southwestern Theologica Semi-
nary, in a newspaper contro-
versy with W. J. McGlothlin as
to the meaning of the word
ekklesia, says. “The proposed
new sense (of the word
ekklesia) destroys the essential
ideas of the old word, namely,
organization and assembly, and
would leave Christ without an
institution, an official business
body on this earth. Our Lord
Himself uses the word 23 times
— once in Matthew 16; twice
in Matthew 18; and 20 timesin
Revelation. These 23 instance
settle the meaning of the word.”

3. Back in the days when

-
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Ecclesia

By B.H. Carrall

An exhaustive study of the Greek word, “ecclesia.” Dr.
Carroll discusses its usage in the Septuagint, the New Testa-
ment, and in many of the classics. An important book in un-
derstanding the nature of the New Testament church. Order

ChallengePress
P. O. Box 25848, Little Rock, AR 72221

$4.00 Plus Postage & Handling
(See postage rates on page 8)
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T. T. Eaton was the editor of
the Western Recorder, in dis-
cussing with the “invisibleists’
the meaning of the word
ekklesia in Matthew 16:18 he
gives these seven reasons for
saying the church Jesus built
wasalocal church.

(1) That is the meaning of
theword “Ecclesia”

(2) That is Christ’ s univer-
sal usage of the word.

(3) That is the only mean-
ing that would have been un-
derstood by the Apostles.

(4) That isthe only kind of
church recognized in the New
Testament.

(5) That isthe only kind of
church to which the promise
has been fulfilled.

(6) That isthe only kind of
church adapted to human na
ture.

(7) That is the only kind
that is suited to preach a pure
gospel.

4. Prof. H. E. Dana of
Southwestern Baptist Seminary
in Fort Worth in his book,
“Christ’s Ekklesia’, page 23
says. “ There were in the classi-
cal use of this term four ele-
ments pertinent to its New Tes-
tament meaning: (1) The assem-
bly waslocal; (2) It was autono-
mous; (3) It pre-supposed defi-
nite qualifications; (4) It was
conducted on democratic prin-
ciples.”

5. Rotheram in his transla-
tion of the Scriptures says in
his appendix on page 268, in
giving his reasons why he uni-
formly translates the word
ekklesia by the word assembly,
says. “It iswell known that the
Greek word for “Church” is
ecclesia, and that ecclesia
gtrictly and fully means “called-
out assembly.” The very fact
that Mr. Rotherham uniformly
trand ates the word ekklesia“as-
sembly” throughout the New
Testament is the very strongest
proof possible that he thought
the word ekklesia meant only an
“organized and assembling”

body.

6. Ramsey in St. Paul the
Traveler sayson page 124: “The
term (ekklesia) originaly implied
the assembled constituted self-
governing body like afree city.”

7. Harnack in his History of
Dogma says the Catholic or uni-
versal idea of the church sprang
up in the third century.
Eusebius, Tertullian, Clement of
Alexandria, Hiero, Cornelius,
and Cyrian all speak of “Holy
Churches:” and never of the
catholic or universal church.

On page 83 of Vol. Il
Harnack says: “No one thought
of the desperate idea of the in-
visible church: this would prob-
ably have brought about alapse
from pure Christianity far more
rapidly than the idea of the Holy
Catholic Church.” Do not for-
get that, Scofield's idea of the
invisible church is alapse from
pure Christianity. It is neither
biblical nor scriptural but is a
desperate idea born in the brain
of a heretic and swallowed by
Scofield in our day to decoy
Baptists into the camp of the
enemies of the only true
churches, built and preserved
by the Lord Jesus Himself.

8. Prof. Royal of Wake For-
est University, when asked if he
knew of any passage in classi-
cal Greek, where the word
ekklesia was ever used of un-
assembled or unassembling per-
sons, said: “I do not know of
any such passage in classic
Greek.”

9. Joseph Cross in his
book, “Coals From the Altar”
saysthis: “We hear much of the
invisible church as contra-dis-
tinguished from the church vis-
ible. Of an invisible church in
this world | know nothing: the
Word of God says nothing: nor
can anything of the kind exist,
except in the brain of a heretic.
The church is a body: but what
sort of abody isthat which can
neither be seen nor identified?

(See ECCLESIA on page 22)
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New Testament Church
Cooperation

BythelateW. L ee Rector

[Dr. Rector formerly taught
at both Baylor University and
Oklahoma Baptist University,
and was founder and pastor of
the First Orthodox Baptist
Church of Ardmore, Oklahoma
when he passed away in 1945.]

* % %

Cooperation of Baptist
churches in missions and be-
nevolence is definitely a New
Testament doctrine. All true
Baptists believe that these are
taught, and that these consti-
tute an obligation for every lo-
cal Baptist church in the land.
We believe that there need be
no division of opinion concern-
ing these responsibilities.

When we seek the New
Testament plan of church co-
operation in missions and be-
nevolences, we come face to
face with three changeless re-
alities; to wit:

1. Loca New Testament
churches a one have the author-
ity to “bind and loose,” or to
carry onfor the Lord in Hismis-
sionary and benevolent work.

2. Local New Testament
churches alone are divinely ap-
pointed guardians of “the faith
once delivered unto the saints.”

3. And local New Testa-
ment churches alone are com-
missioned to evangelize in the
world.

Local Churches Alone Have
Authority To Act
For TheLord

Local New Testament
churches a one have the author-
ity “to bind and loose,” or to
carry on for the Lord in His
missionary and benevolent

work.

To the local church aone
was authority given by the Lord
to act for Him (Mt. 6:19; 18:18).
The Lord thus makes the local
church His authoritative spokes-
man. When it speaks, under the
leadership of the Holy spirit,
heaven is bound. This sover-
eignty makes it an independent
body, hence it can’t take orders
from human agencies or institu-
tions. Local churches are divine
and sovereign, and no human
agency has any authority to
supplant them.

The Bibleisas silent asthe
grave on any authority having
ever been given to any other
body to carry on for the Lord.
If boards and committees have
authority to evangelize, and to
teach, as they claim, then they
have authority to baptize. Since
boards and committees admit
that the Commission does not
authorize them to baptize, then
they should admit that it does
not authorize them to evange-
lize and to teach. To assume that
boards and committees are au-
thorized by the Commission to
evangelize and to teach consti-
tutes a perversion of the truth
and a betrayal of the Lord, who
issued His Commission.

Local Churches Alone Are
Guardians of the Faith

Since the faith is essential
in the Lord’s missionary work,
and its safety is not secure in
the hands of any human
agency, the Lord made local
New Testament churches the
repository of the faith.

Local New Testament
churches alone have been made

the guardians of “the faith once
delivered to the saints.”

The Bible revea s the Holy
Spirit asthe keeper and the Lord
of thelocal church. “1 will pray
the Father and he shall give you
another comforter, and he shall
abide with you forever,” says
the Lord (Jn. 14:16). The Holy
Spirit took charge of His church
(Acts 2:1-4). He supplied it with
the Word of God, which is the
Faith (2 Tim. 3:16-17). He guides
the church (Jn. 16:13); and in-
structs it, and supervisesits la-
bors (Rev. 2:8; 2:13, etc.). Findly,
the saints of the local church
are enjoined to keep the faith
(Rev. 3:11). Here the Lord says,
“Hold that fast which thou
hast”; and again He says, “Con-
tend earnestly for the faith
which was once delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 3); and till
again He says, “Stand fast in
the faith, quit you like men, be
strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). Thus, we
see that God's house is the
guardian of the faith. Human
agencies are never madethere-
pository and the guardians of
the truth.

In the Lord’s plan of mis-
sions, the proclamation and
preservation of faith are basic
and paramount. God moved to
preserve the Faith by making
His loca churches, authorita
tive agents, the guardians of the
truth.

Alone having divine au-
thority to act for the Lord, the
failure of local churches, to
“hold fast” the faith, would con-
stitute a colossal betrayal of the
Lord and a tragic wrecking of
Hiswill in His house. Churches
of Christ must “stand fast in the
faith” — In the faith is the gos-
pel, and the gospel alone can
save. So let our churches stand
guard.

Local Churches Alone Are
Commissioned to Witness

Local New Testament
churches alone are commis-

sioned to evangelize in the
world. That the Lord made local
Baptist churches responsible,
and local churches aone, for
witnessing for Him in the world
is clearly revealed in the scrip-
tures. Matthew 28:19 places the
responsibility of evangelizing
upon the local body. Acts 1:8
makes the local body respon-
sible to the Lord, the head of
the church, in its witnessing. It
must work for and report to
Christ.

The Lord gave the
churches the Holy Spirit to
stand in His stead to order and
to run them in His absence.
John 14:16-17, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7-
13 disclose the Holy Spirit in the
role of supervising the work of
the Lord through His local
churches. In thisrole, the Holy
Spirit comforts, and teaches,
and testifies of the Lord Jesus,
and preaches, and guides into
all truth. The Lord explicitly en-
joins His churches to “hear
what the Spirit saith to the
churches’ (Rev. 2.7, 11, 167, 29;
3:6, 13, 22). Thus all local
churches are made responsible
to the will and the way of the
Holy Spirit in their missionary
and benevolent work. They
must look to Him for a program,
and not to men.

Paul as a missionary was
not chosen by cooperative
churches in associated delibera-
tions. Cooperation given him
was individually initiated in the
several churchesinvolved with-
out any conjunction in an as-
sociated capacity. Nowhere do
the scriptures even hint of a
“cooperation in missions’ born
of churches in an assembled
collective relationship, or orga
nization.

Some say that the Lord
gave His churches option in the
method of doing Hiswork. How
foolish! By command, He bade
His churches, “hear what the
Spirit saysto the churches.” By

(See RECTOR on page 14)
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A Critic of Higher-Critics

By an Unknown Author

[I' do not know the author
of this article nor the title. |
happen to find it filed on my
computer without a title or au-
thor. How long ago the type
may have been set, | don't
know. -- Editor]

It was a French physician,
Jean Astruc, who, seeing the
two different names for God in
the Book of Genesis— Elohim
and Jehovah — invented the
theory since called the
Wellhausen Theory, after the
scholar who adopted and devel-
oped it. It claims that the
Pentateuch, or five books of
Moses, did not assume the
present form until the days of
the Exile.

It is, they say, a compila-
tion of the writings of several
authors: one writer uses the
name Jehovah for God; another
the name Elohim. These two
writers are designated by the
letters“J" and “E”. Y et another,
jealous for the priests, is called
“P.” A writer eager for holiness
is “H.” The writer of
Deuteronomy is “D.” Then
come scribes who unite the
books, such as “J.E.”; and edi-
tors or redactors, “R.J.E.” These
documents, according to the
critics, date from 621 B.C., when
the nucleus of the Pentateuch
was produced (Peak), to the Ex-
ilic period, about 850 B.C.

Groundless Reasons

The chief reasons for the
theory appear to be that (1)
different names for the Deity,
they say, indicate different au-
thors of the book; (2) variations
in style show variations in au-
thorship; (3) the Pentateuch in-
dicates evolutionary develop-
ment; (4) the book isfar too ad-
vanced for the Mosaic age. Let

us further notice (5) divine in-
spiration and miracles do not al-
ter the opinion of the critics;
and (6) even Christ, they allege,
cannot be trusted in matters of
history, science, and authorship.

Thus the theory is that the
Pentateuch (or five books of
Moses) is the result of a long,
historical process, ending with
the labors of Ezra; the complete
book was published under the
name of Moses, and represented
asif written by him. But Moses
vanishes and a series of un-
known authors appear instead.
The critics professto find in the
Pentateuch inconsistencies in
statements, incongruitiesin leg-
idation, and different methods
of presentation, all requiring dif-
ferent authors.

The theory ignores literary
morality, for it assignsto Moses
books which he never wrote.
This appears to be a matter of
indifference to the consciences
of these critics. They tell usthat
the author of the Book of
Deuteronomy was a pious lsra-
elite, with a noble motive; in
fact, one of the laws of his book
decrees that false witnesses be
put to death (Dt. 19:18-19). But
when he so boldly attributes his
book to Moses (Dt. 1:1) what
becomes of his piety and noble
motive, for he becomes a false
witness himself?

Different namesfor God are
said to indicate different au-
thors. But the names Elohim, the
God of power, the Creator; and
of Jehovah, the Lord, the Im-
mutable, the Covenant-keeping
God, are used asindicating char-
acter. There is no reason why
the same author should not use
both names, according to his
different conceptions of the De-
ity. For instance, in Genesis
7:16, the creatures went into the
ark “as God had commanded

him (i.e.,, Noah), and the Lord
shut him in.” Here the idea is
that the God of creation, Elohim,
commanded; but the Covenant-
keeping God, Jehovah, pre-
served His servant from the Del-
uge.

Do variations of style ne-
cessitate different authors? Is
any author restricted to one
style? How many styles had
Shakespeare? Did not Lord
Tennyson write “In Memoriam”
and “The Northern Farmer”?
And did not the mathematical
professor, Rev. C. L. Dogson,
write “Alice in Wonderland”? It
is very difficult to adjudge
styles today; but who can de-
tect their idiosyncrasiesin alan-
guage which has been dead for
3,000 years?

M er e Suppositions

Now as to the supposed
inconsistencies and incongru-
ities requiring different authors;
many of these are mere suppo-
sitions which disappear on
closer study. Others are added
statements, of fuller definition.
For instance, in Genesis there
is another story of the creation
supplementary to the story in
Genesis 1, and a fuller account
of man’s creation. In Exodus
Moses refers to two tablets of
stone; but in Deuteronomy he
speaks also of an ark of wood.

Surely this addition does
not require another author? An-
other author is demanded for the
regulations of the Aaronic
priesthood, “P". But why?
Surely the vast learning of
Moses, taught of God, was suf-
ficient.

The Wellhausen Theory is
largely influenced by the theory
of evolution — that time must
be given for expansion, and that
the Pentateuch cannot be the
work of one man, or one age.
But what is there in the book
which Moses could not have
accomplished — Moses guided
by God? Evolution is yet un-

proven, but another theory is
proven, which the criticsignore
— the theory of inspiration, that
the Bible is the Word of God.
“Verily | say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot
or onetittle shall in no wise pass
from the law till all be fulfilled”
(Mt. 5:18).

The patchwork theory of
JE.P.D. is insufficient to ac-
count for the great religious re-
vival manifested throughout the
subsequent history of the
Isradlitish nation; it requires the
great Lawgiver.

The objection that the
Pentateuch is far too advanced
to be a product of the Mosaic
age is not borne out by facts.
Professor Sayce maintains that
it isa“Baseless assumption due
to the critics’ ignorance” (Lex.
Mosaica). The critic conceives
a theory, which is surmise and
guess-work, but to which all
Scripture must be made to con-
form. The Scripture which re-
fuses so to do is to be consid-
ered as folklore and fictitious.
Inspiration never entersinto the
critic’s scheme: he has thrown
overboard all divine interposi-
tion.

First, the objection was that
writing was unknown in Pales-
tine in these early Mosaic ages;
then over 300 tablets were
found at EI-Amarna, letters from
chieftainsin Palestine, implor-
ing help from Pharaoh against
Khabiri invaders probably the
Hebrews. These tablets date
from the Mosaic age so the ob-
jection vanished.

Then the critics occupied a
second line of trenches — that
only the few educated people
were able to write. But the tab-
lets dug up at Taanach, on the
plain of Esdraglon, Palestine, are
letters of correspondence be-
tween local sheiks of that pe-
riod, and yetinthelearned cu
neiform script. In fact, so far
back as when Abraham wasin

(See CRITIC on page 6)
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CRITIC...
(Continued from page 5)

Ur, fivecenturiesearlier thanthe
Mosaicage, therewasgrest liter-
ary activity. Hammurabi over-
threw the Elamite sovereignty,
freed Babylonia and spread
abroad her language, the cunei-
form, among the Canaanites, so
that it became the language of
both diplomats and traderslong
before the arrival of Joshua in
Palestine. So this second line of
trenches was taken.

Hammurabi'sLaws

The next tenet was that the
Laws of the Pentateuch were too
wise for the Mosaic age. Unfor-
tunately for the theory, when
the laws on the Code of King
Hammurabi were deciphered,
similar and even identical laws
with those of Moses, and even
Abraham, were found. And this
Code antedated Moses by 500
years. Professor Sayce perti-
nently inquires, “What be-
comes of Dr. Driver's theory,
that the law is later than the
prophets?”’

The last line of trenches
seems to have been the ritual:
that it was far too elaborate for
the age of Moses, and must be
relegated to the days of the Ex-
iles. But at Serabit, near the tur-
guoise mines of Sinal, there is
found atemple with high-places,
ablutions, and incense-
burnings, like those of the He-
brews and of the same period.
And this is not al, for at Ras
Shamrain Syria are found tab-
lets of the Mosaic period, con-
taining the identical sacrifices
and feasts which Israel ob-
served. How, then, could this
ritual have been invented by
Exilic priests about 580 B.C.
when it was in vogue at Serabit
and Ras Shamra, eight centuries
earlier? Let us once more quote
Professor Sayce, “The rout of
the higher criticsis complete.”

Critics hold that the

Pentateuch dates from about the
days of Josiah to the Exile.
Throughout this period the term
“Lord of Hosts’ is extensively
used First Samuel to Malachi,
but never in the Pentateuch.
Why? Because it had not then
been formulated, the Pentateuch
being of the earlier age of
Moses.

Significant Omission

The age of the Second
Temple was one of musical fes-
tival, timbrels, harps, and
choirs, but the priestly code
knows nothing of them. Why?
Because the law belongs to a
previous age.

Jerusalem is never men-
tioned in the Pentateuch; it first
occursin Joshua 10:1. But if the
nucleus of the Pentateuch was
written in 621 B.C. when Jerusa-
lem was the national metropolis
(Peake), why this omission? Be-
cause Jerusalem was not the
capitol till after the Pentateuch
was written.

The Book of Deuteronomy
is particularly questioned. But
its opening words declare,
“These be the words which
Moses spake” (Dt. 1:1), “ac-
cording unto al that the Lord
has given him in commandment
unto them” (Dt. 1:3), “beyond
Jordan in the land of Moab”
(Dt. 1:5). Our Savior repdled the
Tempter by quotations from this
book (Mt. 4:1-10).

In an age of writing, likethe
Mosaic, a learned man like
Moses, educated as an Egyp-
tian prince, the champion of
downtrodden serfs, the leader
and lawgiver of amighty nation,
would be sure to leave some
written record. Whereisit? The
Pentateuch says that he wrote
it at God's command (Ex. 24:4;
Num. 33:2; Dt. 31:9). The chroni-
cler refers to the Book of the
Law given by Moses (2 Chr.
34:14). Biblical writers, and
Christ Himself, say that Moses

wrote the Pentateuch. Doubt-
less he collected tablets, records
of earlier times embodying the
serviceable, and adding the his-
tory of hisown times, and his
own revelations. Jewish schol-
ars, priests, and kings al quote
Moses as the author. Are crit-
ics more likely to be correct
than they?

Evidence of Archaeology

Every archaeological dis-
covery harmonizes with the Mo-
saic authorship and historical
accuracy. How could priests,
800 years later, and away in
Babylon, have correctly com-
piled the early history of the na-
tion? Today, when the roll of
the Torah (Law)) isread in the
Jewish synagogue, all spring to
their feet, explaining, “This is
the law which: Moses set be-
fore the children of Israel (Dt.
4:44) by the mouth of Jehovah
(Num. 12:8), through the hand
of Moses’ (Ex. 34:29). Moses
was the instrument; Jehovah
the Giver. Arethey al mistaken?

Surely the climax of the criti-
cal claim is that even Christ is
not infallible, save when He
speaks of God's Fatherhood,
love and redemption; certainly
not when He refers to science,
history and Biblical authorship.
With avidity the critics seize
upon St. Paul’s phrase, He
“emptied himsdf” Phil. 27 RV.),
building upon their Kenotic
Theory, that Knowledge was in-
cluded in the “emptying.” St.
Paul refers to His “form,” the
“fashion” of a bond-servant,
the laying aside of His majesty
and glory, but never His knowl-
edge. Histeaching is from God.
“My teaching is not mine, but
his that sent me” (Jn. 7:16).
“The word which ye hear is not
mine, but the Father’s who sent
me’ (dn. 14:24).

Our Lord’s Testimony
The Messiah of whom
“Moses in the law, and the

prophets, did write” (Jdn. 1:45) is
denied even the wisdom which
the critics claim. They assure us
that the Pentateuch was not
written by Moses, but was “the
result of a long historical pro-
cess, the last stage of which be-
gins with the labors of Ezra, in
the fifth century B.C.” (Peak’s
Commentary, p. 121). We may
be allowed to choose, and we
prefer to trust the One who
“knew al men ... and knew what
wasin man” (Jn. 2:24-25). And
here is His testimony: Jesus
knew nothing of J.E.P.R.D. and
Co. (how like jeopardy it reads,
or P.R.JD.E. prgudice!), but He
does know Moses, and from
his very books, Exodus,
Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, He
guotes his words. And again,
listen to these solemn injunc-
tions, “Did not Moses give you
the law?’ (Jn. 7:19); “For if ye
believe Moses, ye would be-
lieve me: for he wrote of me’
(In. 5:46); “All things must
needs be fulfilled, which are
written in the law of Moses ...
concerning me” (Lk. 24:44).

Now listen to these conces-
sions from the recently pub-
lished Peak’s Supplement —
“The rich materia (of the Codes)
has upset some of the epoch-
making theories of Wellhausen”
(p.3). Again, “Thereis evidence
that the Isradlitesin Egypt were
acquainted with writing, and it
is beyond dispute that alpha-
betical writing was in wide-
spread use in Palestine in the
days of Moses, and much ear-
lier” (p.4). Let us not throw
overboard the pilot Moses and
roam through the seas of the
past with unknown pilots, or
without any; Moses still on the
bridge.

O grant us light that we

may see

Where error lurksin human
lore.

And turn our doubting
mindsto Thee,

And love Thy simple Word
the more. m
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America Was A Christian Nation

By Haven Bradford Gow

Much of the opposition to
efforts by religious persons and
groups to influence legidation
regarding school prayer, abor-
tion, homosexuality and por-
nography is rooted in a mis-
guided interpretation of the First
Amendment that demands a
strict and total separation of
Church and State. But it is clear
from the statements of this
nation’s early government |ead-
ers that America indeed was
founded on Judeo-Christian
moral and religious values, and
that the First Amendment was
intended to preserve, protect
and promote religion and reli-
gious liberty.

For example:

Abigail Adams: “A patriot

without religion in my estima-
tion is as great a paradox as an
honest man without the fear of
God ... The Scriptures tell us
righteousness exalteth a na-
tion.”

John Adams: “We have no
government armed with power
capable of contending with hu-
man passions unbridled by mo-
rality and religion ... Our Con-
gtitution was made only for a
moral and religious people.”

John Adams: “Itisreligion
and morality alone which can
establish the principles upon
which freedom can securely
stand.”

John Quincy Adams. “The
first and almost the only Book
deserving of universal attention

-

real Christian.
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isthe Bible.”

Samuel Adams: “Impress
the minds of men with the im-
portance of educating their little
boys and girls ... in the study
and practice of the exalted vir-
tues of the Christian system.”

John Jay (the first Chief
Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court): “Providence has given
to our people the choice of their
rulers, and it is the duty as well
as the privilege and interest of
our Christian nation to select
and prefer Christians for their
rulers.”

James Madison: “We have
staked the future of all our po-
litical institutions upon the ca-
pacity of mankind for self-gov-
ernment; upon the capacity of
each and all of usto govern our-
selves, to control ourselves, to
sustain ourselves according to
the Ten Commandments of
God.”

George Washington: “Itis
impossible to rightly govern ...
without God and the Bible.”

Governor Morris: “Reli-
gion is the only solid basis of
good morals; therefore educa
tion should teach the precepts
of religion, and the duties of
man towards God.”

Abraham Lincoln: “The
only assurance of our nation’s
safety is to lay our foundation
in morality and religion.”

Daniel Webster: “What-
ever makes men good Chrigtians,
makes them good citizens.”

Noah Webster: “Themord
principles and precepts con-
tained in the Scriptures ought
to form the basis of all our civil
institutions and laws ... All the
miseries and evil which men suf-
fer from vice, crime, ambition, in-
justice, oppression, slavery, and
wars proceed from their despis-
ing or neglecting the precepts
contained in the Bible.”

Clearly, the Founding Fa
thersintended the First Amend-
ment not to insulate society or
the state from the influence of
religion but, rather, to preserve

and protect religion and reli-
gious freedom from transgres-
sions by the state; they under-
stood that a society’s public
morality depends upon a reli-
gious foundation, and that the
wholesome influence of religion
on private and public morality
is essential to the survival of a
free and civilized society; con-
sequently, they wanted govern-
ment to champion and defend
religion and religious freedom.
The First Amendment
scholar O. Carroll Arnold
rightly observes: “One would
never dream of asserting that
the government is neutral to-
ward freedom of speech or the
press, and it is (or at least
should be) equally non-neutral
toward religion and religious
freedom.” (18]

Pastor Has Special
Need

To those who may not
have heard yet, we wanted to
share with you that Pastor and
Mrs. Alan Chace's son, Brant,
went to be with the Lord as a
result of a drowning accident.
Thistragedy hasleft this family
devastated and completely de-
pending on the Lord to provide
their needs at this time. Please
pray for them and continually
hold them up before the Lord.

They will also be incurring
agreat financial burden with the
funeral expense and we ask that
you consider helping them in
thisway if at al possible. They
are precious friends to us and
to many of you.

A memorial for Brant was
held at Pensacola Bible College
where he attended school and
the funeral service was October
17 at the Penrose Baptist
Church, Penrose, CO. The
Chasesaddressis: P. O. Box 246,
Penrose, CO 81240.

For additiona information
call: Pastor Chuck Bigler, (719)
380-7812 or Pastor Brian
Withrow, (719) 784-4197. [
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Are You As Committed To Family Values As The Radical Feminists and

Nearly every group of radi-
cal left-wingers in America is
being encouraged to switch its
long distance phone service to
carriers who give a percentage
of their phone bills to causes
such as the National Gay and
Leshian Task Force, Planned
Parenthood of America and the
Lambda L egd Defense and Edu-
cation Fund.

They are pooling their fi-
nancial resources to promote
their anti-family, anti-God
causes. Well-known left-wing
personalities such as Gloria
Steinem, Ben Cohen (Ben and
Jerry’s), Pamela J. Maraldo)
Planned Parenthood of
America), and others are lend-
ing their names to solicitation
letters for such companies as
“Working Assets,” a long dis-
tance company committed to
the homosexual agenda.

Those of us who believe
the nation desperately needs to
return to traditional family val-
ues how have the same oppor-
tunity to unite for our cause
through Lifeline.

It works like this: When
you switch to Lifeline Long Dis-
tance Service, 10% of your long
distance hilling will be given to
The Baptist Challenge. It won't
cost you anything and in most
cases, your long distance
phone bill will decresse.

Lifelineisamajor long dis-
tance carrier like AT&T, MCI
and Sprint, except, like us, Life-
lineis committed to family val-
ues and decency. You won't
see Lifeline ads on trash televi-
sion or promoting anti-family
causes.

IsYour Name Listed Here?

The following names were
sent to us by Lifeline as having
contributed to The Baptist

Challenge through Lifeline for
the month of September.

The Baptist Challenge
M. L. Moser

James W. Thorne

Carl O Wood

James Mitchell

Thomas Parchman
AlanBraulieu

Regina R. Grier

Bob Newsom

George U. Perry

Peter C. Jones
LynnWallace

Mike D. Nichols

Allen G. Ostrom
Estalee Martin

Leon Thompson Jr
Daniel Pgjer
RichardRiley

John Duncan

Chris Martenson
Garret Brown

Bethel Baptist Church
James E. Stephens
Highland Baptist Church
ClydeWomack
Fundamental Bible Baptist Ch
Jack Homan

Pam Paxton

Robert L. Thomas
Edmund H. Breedlove
Michael Glennon
Russell L. Cline
Beverly Garcia
WilliamJ. Stang

Allan K. Hawthorne
Jennifer Godfrey
LonnieCaollier

Patrick Mclnvale

Cecil & WileneRollon
First Miss Bapt Ch % Richard
Evelyn Schuermeyer
GeorgeS. Novak

Faith Baptist Church
CharlesGriggs

Harry & Jeanette Lang
Mark A & Sarah Adams
Ellis Milton Ford
Temple Baptist Church

Homosexuals Are To Leftist Agendas?

Robert S. Santo
Vandament Baptist Church
Robert B. Peterson
Calvary Baptist Church
CharlesPardue
Mountainview Baptist Ch
Opa Naomi Mott

Larry & Joann Higgs
Bippus Plumbing & Heating
Donald D. Gay

Joseph Nott

Michael D. Moser
Sanford L. Staten

Joseph W. Thomas

Bob Moore Jr

Rogers Baptist Church
Wayne Huffman

Shaun F. Mitchell

Jack H. Collier

Steve W. Sharp

James A. Nelson

John W. Jacobsen
Mid-way Furniture
Gloria M. Hoff

Moose River Baptist Youth
Northside Baptist Church
JmR. Travis

Seven Street Baptist Ch
RichardL.Ruggles

Jm S. Bartlett

Billy M. Moser
Walder A. Sehmag

John Wulf

PatriciaAnn Rivera

A Kitchen

CurtisL. Herrington
Ruby Longino

Ebenezer Baptist Church
Ryan Stacy

Dave Sharuner

Riverview Baptist Church
Paul R. Tipton

D. E. Gene Gorden
University Shell
GeorgeR. Rice

Donald Ray Collum
Thomas Malitsky

Roger F. Laster

Chris & Jill Hansford
Mitchell Mechanical

Sam Mitchell

Gregory Maddox
Calvary Baptist Church
Robert L Wickerd
Cindy Fazzino

Brian J. Bee

Thomas Griffin

Joe Doyl

Rex Duff Law Office

| Taylor

Our circulation is above
5,300 each month so there are
still many of our readers and
churches that have not sub-
scribed to Lifeline.

Would you pray about the
matter. Remember, it will cost
you no more and probably
much less for your long dis-
tance service through Lifeline,
and The Baptist Challenge will
get 10% of your long distance
bill.

This is not only for indi-
viduals but for businesses,
churches, and even those who
have 800 numbers. This is an
excellent way for you to help
The Baptist Challenge without
it costing you.

Stand up. Be counted.
Switch today to Lifeline. Call:

1-800-800-7550

Be sure to tell the operator you
want The Baptist Challengeto
get the crediit. (8]

(/ PostageRatesFor

Challenge Press Books

$1.00-$20.00  add$3.35
$20.01-$50.00  add $4.95
$50.01 & up add 7%

For OrdersOutsideU.SA.
SendU.S.Funds
WithOrders
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How To Get MissionariesTo The
Field Sooner

By Dr. Don Sisk

Every church supporting
missionaries uses some plan of
missionary support. Basically
there are three plans.

1. Emotional Giving. The
only time some churches give
to missions is when their emo-
tions are stirred. A missionary
will come and show his dlides,
and the people will be emaotion-
ally stirred to give amissionary
offering. Or amissionary could
have a hole in his shoe or his
car could break down in the
parking lot, and they would be
emotionally moved to help that
missionary. Thisiswhat we call
the“Emotiona Giving” method.

2. Budget Giving. The most
popular means of supporting
missionariesis by “Budget Giv-
ing.” Through this method, a
church designates a certain per-
centage of its budget for mis-
sions. | suppose the most popu-
lar amount is ten percent. | am
not sure how most churches ar-
rive at this amount other than
they think this is perhaps the
tithe of their total giving. Most
churches that give through the
Budget Giving method never ex-
ceed ten percent of their total
budget. There are exceptional
churches that give up to fifty
percent of their total budget;
however, they are rare excep-
tions.

3. Faith-Promise Giving. In
the past 30 years, many
churches in the independent
Baptist movement have begun
to use what is commonly called
“Faith-Promise Giving” for mis-
sions. This plan was popular-
ized by Dr. Oswald Smith who,
for many years, was pastor of
the Peoples Church in Toronto,
Canada. This church gave mil-
lions of dollars to worldwide
evangelization and sent literally

hundreds of missionaries to the
mission fields.

In this method of giving,
every member of the church is
asked to make a commitment
once a year to give an amount
to missions every week above
his regular tithe and offerings.
Envelopes are provided for all
of those who make commit-
ments, or in most cases, on the
regular offering envelopes there
is a place to designate a mis-
sion offering. Once the person
has made a commitment, he
gives that amount on a weekly
basis.

Many years ago | was
asked to explain Faith-Promise
Giving to the leaders of a cer-
tain church. During the presen-
tation | stated that Faith-Prom-
ise Giving was by far the best
plan for supporting missionar-
ies. A man in the group lifted
his hand and asked, “Brother
Sisk, do you mean we have been
doing it the wrong way all these
years?’ | then explained that |
do not believe there is awrong
way to support missionaries.
Emotional Giving is not wrong;
in fact, | often state, “If some-
one wants to get emotional
right now and give me $10,000,
then two of uswill be very emo-
tional.”

However, if this were the
only way people gave, the mis-
sionary could not remain on the
field. He would have no regular
support.

Budget Giving is better
than Emotional Giving for this
reason: It provides a systematic
plan of giving, and the mission-
ary can receive the amount from
the church on a regular basis.
However, Budget Giving does
limit the amount a church would
give to worldwide evangeliza-

tion. Therefore, | believe that
the best and most scriptural way
for giving to worldwide evan-
gelization is the Faith-Promise
Giving plan.

There are several advan-
tages to Faith-Promise Giving.

1. Personal Involvement In
Missions. Faith-Promise Giving
enables one to get personally
involved in missions. When an
individua gives, whether it be
$5 or $500 a week, that amount
goes directly into the mission
treasury. From that treasury all
the missionaries receive their
monthly support. In this way,
each individual giver has a part
in al of the missionaries sup-
ported by hislocal church.

Each must pray and get the
mind of God, then trust Him for
the amount which he has com-
mitted. This increases the faith
of the believer.

2. Increased Giving. Most
Christians do not give above
their tithe; thus, when they be-
gin to give a Faith-Promise of-
fering, the total income of the
church immediately increases.
Contrary to the popular belief
of many pastors, most people
do not take part of their regular
tithe and offerings and give that
portion to missions, but, as em-
phasized in the presentation of
Faith-Promise Giving, they give
above and beyond their regular
tithes and offerings. This not
only enables the church to give
much more to missions but to
have additional fundsfor itslo-
cal needs.

In nearly every church
where the Faith-Promise plan
for giving isinstituted, the gen-
eral fund increases. In my own
experience, | have only known
of one pastor who told me that
his general fund giving de-
creased when they began Faith-
Promise Giving. And | fear, in
that instance, Faith-Promise Giv-
ing may have been presented
wrongly.

3. Missionaries On the
Field Sooner. Another advan-

tage is churches will have much
more for missions; therefore,
missionaries will be able to get
to the mission field sooner.

TheBiblica basisfor Faith-
Promise Giving is found in 2
Corinthians 8 and 9. Two entire
chapters are given to this sub-
ject, and it is very evident.
There was an offering being
taken among churches to be
sent to a cause outside the lo-
cal church. When we think of a
cause outside the local church,
usually the word “missions”
comes to mind. | believe these
two chapters give us the prin-
ciples involved in supporting
worldwide evangelization.

| can think of numerous
churches that were only nomi-
nally involved in missions that
are now totally involved since
they instituted Faith-Promise
Giving. For example, | just fin-
ished a missions conference in
a good church. For years ago
this church gave approximately
$30,000 to missions. At that time
they gave out of their budget.
Four years ago they began
Faith-Promise Giving. Now their
commitment for the new year is
$163,000.

Not only have their offer-
ings increased but, according to
the testimony of the pastor,
their personal involvement in
missions has greatly increased.
The interest of the people in
worldwide evangelization is ob-
vious from the time you step
into the building.

One of the things neces-
sary to maintain a good Faith-
Promise program is an annual
missionary conference. Many of
the churches that are involved

(See MISSIONS on page 10)
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MISSIONS. ..
(Continued from page 9)

in Faith-Promise Giving not
only have their annual confer-
ence, but they have a one-day
mission emphasis Sunday mid-
way in the mission year. Thisis
anencouragement for thepeople
whoaregivingandalsoa chance
for those who have joined the
church to get involved.

Many churches that aver-
age approximately 200 in Sun-
day school are now giving as
much as $100,000 ayear to mis-
sions. Thiswould be impossible
except for Faith-Promise Giving.

Perhaps the greatest enemy
to missions which we facein our

generation is the attitude that
we are doing fairly well. Many
would say, “Oh, we have a
good missions program in our
church.” However, the question
we must ask ourselvesiis, “Are
we redly challenging the people
to get totaly involved in the
work of missionsthat is so dear
to the heart of God?’ Jesus said,
“Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every crea
ture.” We cannot be satisfied
with just doing well when we
could do so much better.

Most mission organizations
have directors and representa-
tives [and pastors] who would
happily come to your church,
conduct a missionary confer-

ence and help start the program
of Faith-Promise Giving. This
would be a great blessing not
only to the missionaries who
would receive the support but
to the people who participate
and to the local church.
Philippians 4 presents a
great promiseto alocal church.
It was written to the church at
Philippi, thanking them for the
offering they had sent. Then
there isthis statement: “But my
God shall supply all your need
according to hisrichesin glory
by Christ Jesus.” Evidently the
church at Philippi had given so
sacrificialy that their giving had
created a need on their part.
The promise to them is, since

they had given, they could rest
assured that God would supply
their need.

Every individual Christian
and every loca church should
desire to be recipients of such
a great promise. When we are
involved in doing what God
wants us to do and when we
areinvolved in giving what God
wants us to give, He has prom-
ised to supply all our needs.

May God bless each of you
as you ponder in your heart the
Great Commission and then
consider seriously what your
part is and what the part of your
church isin worldwide evange-
lization. — The Sword of the
Lord. [

Her Alzheimer’s Struggle Ended With A Look of Glory

By Harriett Jones

We urge our readers to
continue to remember usin
your prayers, for as most of
you know, the Editor’ swife
has Alzheimer's disease

aso.

My mother and | had just
returned from one of several vis-
its to her doctor. We sat at the
kitchen table to talk.

Her shoulders were bent,
her face clouded with uncer-
tainty as | told her the doctor
had said she could no longer
live alone. She did not want to
leave her home, having lived
there most of her 76 years.

Y et there was alook of re-
lief in her eyes about having
someone to care for her. The
burden had become too heavy.
She was willing to come home
with mefor awhile.

With the family history of
Alzheimer's disease, | knew
something of what the future
would hold. I did not know in
the midst of many tears and
much sorrow there would be
moments of indescribable glory.

We placed her in a Baptist

Retirement Home, knowing ex-
cellent, loving care would be
provided. At first, Mother
thought she was back in her
college dormitory and would de-
clare from time to time she had
learned everything she needed
to know and was ready to go
home. Whenever | prepared to
leave after a visit, she would
say, “I'll go home with you.”

Before she forgot how to
write and read, we would receive
letters written in her beautiful
school-teacher’s hand. Then,
she forgot the names of her chil-
dren. The grandchildren, who
lovingly called her “Markie,”
became “that nice boy” or “that
little girl.” Even the memory of
her late husband was lost to
her.

For severa years after en-
tering the retirement home, she
played the piano for Sunday
School and sang the old songs
in her sweet soprano voice.
When those gifts were taken
from her memory, she till re-
sponded in some way to music.

One day, noticing several
pages had been torn from her

Bible, | took it home with mefor
safekeeping. As | turned the
pages, searching for passages
of Scripture which she had un-
derlined, | came across a verse
in the 21st chapter of John. On
one occasion when Jesus was
speaking to Peter, He said,
“When thou wast young, thou
girdedst thyself, and walkedst
whither thou wouldest: but
when thou shalt be old, thou
shalt stretch forth thy hands,
and another shall gird thee, and
carry thee whither thou
wouldest not.”

Puzzled, | wondered why
Mother had underlined that
verse. Then | knew, and my
heart filled with sadness.

But as | looked at the top
of that page, written in a trem-
bling hand, were, “Trust in
Jesus.” My heart was lifted by
this message of faith which she
had left for me. Her longing for
home remained, but her trust in
Jesus would sustain her.

For 15 years, the cruelty of
Alzheimer’'s gradually took
away the person she had been.
In her last years, she lay locked

in a fetal position, unable to
move or speak.

| had prayed that, when the
time came, she would not die
alone. God answered my
prayers, enabling usto be at her
side for two days and two nights
before the end came.

On the last night of her
earthly life, my sister and | and
our husbands sat by her bed-
side, singing the songs she
loved so well. The kind nurses
assured us our singing was wel-
comed and we would disturb no
one.

At midnight, quietly and
peacefully, she drew her last
breath. | said to my sister, “Look
at her face.” At the age of 91,
her skin was smooth and clear,
but now there was aglow, alu-
minous, pearl-like glow, alook
of glory!

Standing there in awe of
this beauty, in those moments
we knew she was seeing the
One whom she had trusted all
those long years.

At last, she was truly
home. — Florida Baptist
Witness. (18]
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Book Review

[“Journey Into Truth —
How A Jew Was Converted
And Became A Baptist
Preacher” by Lewis Henry
Salin. Available from Challenge
Press, P. O. Box 25848, Little
Rock, AR 72221 for $11.50 plus
postage & handling.]

This brief sketch contained
in the following pages of the
conversion and denominational
status of a truly good and use-
ful man will be read with inter-
est. The author’ s experience will
be found to contain many points
in common with that of the
Apostle Paul, while the argu-
ments and considerations which
settled his convictions as to the
church of Christ — its charac-
ter, polity, ordinances, and mis-
sion — indicate the conclusions
to which any plain, unbiased
reader of the New Testament,
who might be ignorant of its

teachings, would come after a
fair and candid investigation.

Brother Salin isabold, in-
dependent thinker, and the ex-
ercises of his mind, as delin-
eated in the following pages,
will be helpful to others, espe-
cialy those who for thefirst time
may be especially those seek-
ing to know the truth asitisin
Jesus.

The author is no adven-
turer. For twenty years he has
resided in the county of Owen,
Kentucky near the spot where
he was baptized and admitted
to the ministry. In February,
1857, the Mt. Pleasant Church
called on the Long Ridge
Church for his ordination. He
was accordingly ordained on
the third Saturday in March fol-
lowing. With the exception of a
year and a haf, he has been
pastor of that church from that
day to this— twenty years.

On the day of his ordina
tion he was informed that the
Greenup's Fork Church had

-

first heard the gospel.

Journey Into Truth
How A Jew Was Converted and
Became A Baptist Preacher

By Lewis Henry Salin

Thisisthe history of the son of a Jewish Rabbi, bornin
Germany, who immigrated to the United States where he

It tells of his first experience with Protestantism and
how, seeing theinconsi stenciesand unbiblical teachingsin
it, he eventually visited a Baptist church, and found har-
mony between their doctrines and those of the Bible.

Later hewas called to preach and pastored churchesin
Kentucky for many years. Order from:

Challenge Press
P. O. Box 25848, Little Rock, AR 72221

$11.50 (Plus Postage & Handling)
(See Postage Rates on page 8)

~\

caled for his services. He ac-
cepted, and is till their beloved
and honored pastor. Heisa de-
voted and successful pastor,
and a useful evangelist as well.
In addition to his pastora la-
bors, he has held meetings with
more than fifty churches and
with some of them as often as
three times, and added to the
fellowship of the churches about
fifteen hundred converts.

Heis now in the full vigor
of manhood. May he be spared
yet many years to turn sinners
from darkness into the light of
God's dear Son.

A.C. CAPERTON

Editor, Wester n Recorder
Louisville, KY

October 19, 1877

When Preachers
Abuse Their Calling

Preachers abuse their call-
ing (assuming they are Holy
Spirit called — not all preach-
ersare caled by the Lord) when
they conform to this world
(Rom. 12:2). Thus doing, they
hide their lamp under a bushel
and their messages become
blaringly empty, and their pews
embarrassingly vacant. Con-
forming to thisworld, they can-
not condemn sin, and as a con-
sequence, worldliness conquers
their churches and souls go
along unfed.

Preachers abuse their call-
ing by side-tracking their job.
Some are beguiled into heading
up humanitarian organizations
and into giving themselves over
to charity and to other labors
of serving the flesh. By divine
appointment, the preacher’ s pri-
mary business is spiritua, re-
quiring him to study, to pray,
and to preach. ' Tis the business
of the lay group to care for hu-
man bodies, and ’tis the busi-
ness of preachersto care for hu-
man souls. As evidence of

God's frown upon preachers
who sidetrack their calling, the
churches pastored by such men
all but die on their hands.

Preachers abuse their call-
ing when they preach to please
their flock. Imagine the hurt that
must bein the Lord’ s heart when
He sees a preacher put his ear
to the ground to catch the
ground-swell of sentiment
among his members before he
prepares his message. The
preacher’s business is to build
sentiment by and for the Lord
and not to reflect the sentiment
of his flock. When preachers
preach to please their flocks,
they become time servers and
demonstrate themselves to be
nothing more than spineless,
backboneless, nonentities,
given to periodic brain spasms,
therein demonstrating them-
selves to be genuine examples
of brainless wonders.

Preachers abuse their call-
ing when they dance to the dit-
ties of the “Big Boys.” To jump
when headquarters speaks, and
to hop when “smelling salts pet-
ticoats’ nod, condemn preach-
ers and show them up as “weak
sisters.”

May God give us courage
in the pul pit, backbones like that
attributed to Alexander A.
Stephens — ' Twas said of him,
“ Stephens weighed 100 pounds
and 98 pounds of that was
backbone.” (B8]

fWouId You Like A\

Bundle of

TheBaptist Challenge
For Your Church?

We will send a
bundle free to any pas-
tor who would like to
distribute them to his
church members. Sim-
ply notify us as to how

Qany copies you need/)
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Clinton Received 43.5 Mil-
lion From Homosexual L obby.
“In 1992, the Homosexual
Lobby Gave Bill Clinton $3.5
Million” isthetitle of afull-page
advertisement which appeared
in the September 10 and 13 is-
sue of The Washington Times.
The ad says in part: “Here's
what they got for their money:
Appointed over 100 open ho-
mosexual's to administrative po-
sitions; First President to push
for allowing open homosexuals
inthe U.S. military; First Presi-
dent to create the position of
White House liaison to homo-
sexuals with salary paid by the
American taxpayer; First Presi-
dent to appoint an open leshian
as federa judge; First President
to celebrate ‘Gay Pride’ using
federal (taxpayer) funds (Depart-
ment of Transportation, 1993)
etc.” This is only a portion of
the full-page ad which appeared
in the Washington Times.

* % %

“Gay Power” Exults In
Clinton’s Chicago. “He in-
cluded me!” ... “He was talk-
ing about me!” These were
some of the exclamations of joy
from homosexual members of
Cdlifornia's delegation, as the
shuttle bus took them from the
United Center back to the Hilton
Hotel on Michigan Avenue af-
ter the convention had ended.
They were talking about Presi-
dent Clinton’s acceptance
speech, in which he spoke of
opportunity for al Americans
“straight or gay” — as best
anyone can remember, the first
time a major party presidential

nominee has directly referred to
homosexuals in a convention
address. At Chicago, the homo-
sexual community was not only
out of the closet but all over
the house — almost universally
supportive of the President this
fal. “There are over 150 gay
and lesbian delegates here —
about twice as many as the 82
who were in New York [at the
last Democratic conclave] in
'92,” said Eric Bauman of Van
Nuys, Calif., a leader of the
Stonewall Democratic Club gay
organization. “This platform
speaks very clearly to civil
rights treatment for people with
AIDS, making acommitment to
finding a cure for AIDS and
funding to help with housing for
people living with AIDS. And
no President in our 220-year his-
tory has spoken so forcefully
in opposition to discrimination
against gay people. Bill
Clinton’s executive order ended
sexual orientation as a question
in security clearances and, in a
second term, | can see him fight-
ing to end discrimination
against gaysin employment ev-
erywhere. Right now, in 41
states, you can fire someone be-
cause he's gay.” — Human
Events

* % %

Elizabeth Dole Named
Christian Woman of the Year.
Elizabeth Dole has been named
the 1996 Christian Woman of
the Year by an Irving, Texas
based evangelical organization.
The president of the American
Red Cross and wife of Republi-
can presidential nhominee Bob
Dole received the honor on Sep-
tember 17 in Dallas. “The pur-
pose of the organization is to

honor Christian women of ex-
cellence, women of faith and
women esteemed among evan-
gelical Christians across the na
tion,” said Lucretia Hobbs, di-
rector of operations of Chris-
tian Woman of the Year Inc.
“We choose one outstanding
Christian woman annually who
exemplifies godly character and
leadership.”

“Living Bible” To be Re-
vised. The so-called Living
Bible, which is a very loosely
handled paraphrase, has sold 40
million copies. It has been
highly touted and promoted by
many prominent evangelicals.

Now a new edition, a re-
vised Living Bible, has been
produced by a committee of 90
ecumenica “scholars.” It will be
sold as The New Living Trans-
lation. A reviewer for The
Christian News, reportsit to be
“gender inclusive’ and “doctri-
nally wrong.” Usually when a
“new” Bible appears, it is for
one of two purposes. The num-
ber one purpose is typicaly fi-
nancial. The number two pur-
pose is to satisfy someone’'s
bias. In this case, both purposes
very well might be involved. It
doesn't seem logical that you
would come up with a good
“translation” by revising a
“paraphrase.” When a group of
“ecumenical scholars’ get to-
gether, you'd best not hold
your breath that they will come
up with something good. We
recommend you give them, their
crowd and their “trandation’ a
wide berth. In other words, steer
clear; and like awatchman, urge
others to do the same. — The
Sword of the Lord.

Conservative Virginia
Baptists Separate From Liber-
als. An organization of conser-
vative Baptists has separated
from the moderate (liberal) Bap-
tist General Association of Vir-
ginia, saying the two groups
views about the Bible aren’t
compatible. The split creates for
the first time two Southern Bap-
tist-affiliated groupsin the same
state, said Herb Hollinger,
spokesman for the Nashville,
Tenn.-based Southern Baptist
Convention. Delegates from the
Southern Baptist Conservatives
of Virginia voted unanimously
to form their own convention.
The new state group, has 115
churches and about 50,000
members. — AP

* % %

Pastor Wins Suit Over
Work On Sunday. Western
Kentucky University has been
ordered to pay $5,000 in dam-
ages plus back pay to a
bivocational minister who was
fired from the university’s steff
when he refused to work on
Sundays. The Kentucky Com-
mission on Human Rights ruled
in favor of Alfred Cook, aformer
plumber for the university who
also serves as pastor of two ru-
ral Baptist congregations. The
commission further ordered the
university to reinstate Cook’s
employment. Cook claimed he
was fired from the maintenance
crew after his schedule was
changed to include Sunday
work, which he refused to do.

* % %

Kuwaiti Official Affirms
Rdigious Freedom. With aKu-
waiti Christian’s flight to the
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United States and a Kuwaiti
government statement support-
ing religious freedom, human
rights advocates are easing
back from a battle with the
Middle Eastern nation — at
least for now. A codlition led
by more than 90 members of the
U.S. Senate and House has
worked to convince Kuwait's
ruling family that the country’s
constitution must be enforced
despite aMuslim court’s ruling
for the execution of Robert
Hussein, who converted to
Christianity. A codlition repre-
sentative said that many on
Capital Hill appreciate Kuwait's
public statement that Kuwaiti
citizenswill be protected in their
right to practice whatever reli-
gion they choose. They feel
they have accomplished their
aim, the representative said. Af-
ter more than a month of outcry
from the West, the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment finally went public in
Hussein's case. Justice Minis-
try Under-Secretary Salah
Yousuf Bin Ali was quoted as
saying, “Freedom of worship
for al individuals had been
mandated and guaranteed by
the Kuwait constitution.” He
added that “it is the duty of au-
thorities to provide (Hussein)
with protection against any
threats.”

Pray For Persecuted
Chrigtians. SBC leader Richard
Land says: “ Approximately 100
million Christians have been
martyred for their faith in Jesus
Christ this century, thus mak-
ing the 20th century the bloodi-
est in Christian history. More
Christians have been murdered
for their faith in this century

than the previous 19 centuries
combined. More people have
died for their faith in this cen-
tury than [all] those who have
perished in all this century’s
wars. ... Ilamic ... radicals per-
secute, torture and kill Chris-
tians. In Cuba, Laos, North Ko-
rea, Red China and Vietnam,
remnant Communist regimes vo-
ciferously persecute Christians.
Some governments viciougly ...
torture and imprison [them ... or]
tacitly ‘allow’ marauding outlaw
mobsto beat and kill Christians
and burn their homes and
houses of worship. In Sudan,
300,000 Christians have been
murdered since 1982.” — CC

* % %

America’s Commander in
Chief and Drug Interdiction.
“Since President Clinton took
office, the staff of the so-called
drug czar hasfalen from 147 to
25. The budget for drug inter-
diction has been cut 19% since
1993. Federal drug case loads
fell 10.3% from fiscal 1992 to fis-
ca 1995. Among 12- to 17-year-
olds marijuana use has amost
doubled since 1992. In 1995,
LSD experimentation among
high school seniors reached the
highest level in twenty years.
Inthefirst half of 1995, cocaine-
related emergency room cases
were up 65% compared to the
first half of 1991. Over the same
period, admissions involving
heroin rose 120%.” (Human
Events, What In the World, Val.
20, No. 4)

* % %

China’'s Persecution.
“Three house church leaders
have been beaten to death by

Chinese police in the last three
months in a fierce crackdown
launched countrywide by au-
thorities against unregistered
Christians. Scores of believers
have been arrested. In April
alone more than 300 house
churches were closed in Shang-
hai” (Compass Direct, What In
the World, Val. 20, No. 4).

* % %

State DepartmentsFailure
In Protecting Christians &
Missionaries. After nine
months of briefing by the State
Department, the new ambassa-
dor to China never heard about
the persecution of house church
leaders. Jim Sasser, former U.S.
Senator from Tennessee,
learned about diplomacy, trade,
persecution of Buddhistsin Ti-
bet, and even violations of
women’'s rights.” On the
evening of his departure, he was
stumped by a human rights
delegation’s request to talk
about the house church move-
ment. Sasser asked, “What is a
house church?’ China's house
church movement is touted as
the largest in the world with es-
timations between 80 and 100
million Chrigtians (AFA Journal,
August, 1996).

* % %

Wolf Introduces Resolu-
tion Condemning World-wide
Per secution. U.S. Representa-
tive Frank Wolf has introduced
a resolution in the House of
Representatives to condemn the
growing international problem
of persecution of Christians.
Similar action is expected to be
taken in the Senate. “Thisisa
problem which deserves atten-

tion,” Wolf said. “In China,
Sudan, Vietnam, Egypt, Paki-
stan, and many other countries
around the world Christians are
forced to endure severe perse-
cution just because of their
faith. It’stime Congress speaks
out. In China, which has more
documented cases of Christians
injail than any other country in
the world, Christians are report-
edly experiencing the worst per-
secution since the pre-Deng pe-
riod in the 1970's,” Wolf said.
“In Sudan black Christians from
the South are captured and sold
as dlaves and in many Islamic
countries, converting, to Chris-
tianity is punishable by death,”
he added.

President’s  Clinton
Record Concer ning Por nogr a-
phy. Convictions against por-
nographers are down and the
$8 hillion industry is thriving
since President Clinton took of-
fice. Clinton and Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno are seldom heard
speaking of this as a priority in
their agenda. Insight, July 22,
199

Russian Intent To Tighten
Visa Restrictions. Russian se-
curity chief Alexander Lebed
has pledged to tighten visa re-
strictions on foreign workers
and said he is “categorically
againgt” foreign religious work-
erson Russian soil. (NIRR, July
22,1996)

(See WNR on page 14)
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FELLOWSHIPS
AND
CONFERENCES

LITTLE ROCK, AR

October  28-30, 1996,
Central Baptist Church, 15601
Taylor Loop Rd., Little Rock,
AR 72221, B. Lawrence Jones,
Pastor.

HARRISBURG, IL

November 4-6, 1996, Bible
Baptist Church, 606 W. Church
St., Harrisburg, 1L 62946, Art
Donley, Pastor

* % %

HUMBLE, TX

January 9-10, 1997,
Northway Baptist Church, 5939
Bender Rd., Humble, TX 77396,
David Stone, Pastor.

* k% %
WESTCLIFFE, CO

January 21-24, 1997, “Re-
treat In the Rockies’, Wetmore
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 84,
Wetmore, CO 81253, (719) 784-

4197, Brian Withrow Pastor.,
We shall be happy to list the
dates of fellowship meetings of in-
dependent Baptist churches through-
out the country. Please send the

dates far enough in advance.

WNR...
(Continued from page 13)

“Great Church Fire
Hoax.” The National Council of
Churches should apologize for
perpetrating the “great church-
fire hoax,” according to Diane
Knippers, president of the In-
stitute for Religion and Democ-
racy (IRD). In a letter to NCC
General Secretary Joan Brown

Campbdll, Knippers charged the
NCC with creating the church
story to raise money for its lib-
era conservative agenda, even
though there is no evidence that
black churches burn more fre-
guently than white churches.
The NCC has raised $9 million,
of which $3.5 million will go to
fund political advocacy on such
i SSues as racism, economic jus-
tice, gender oppression, and
homophobia. “The NCC is
pushing the church arson story
to justify itsthesisthat America
is on the verge of a race war,”
Knippers told the Wall Sreet
Journal.

“Break Down TheWalls”
That's the theme for Promise
Keepersraliesfor 1996. PK lead-
ers decry denominational walls
(between charismatics, Catho-
lics, evangelicals, etc.). But the
Bible erects barriers between
truth and error, between God's
people and His enemies. God
commands separation (2 Cor.
6:14-17). Nehemiah built awall.
W. B. Riley decades ago warned
of “the inclusive policy” in his
“Divinely Ordered Divisions’
pamphlet. Jesus came not to
bring peace, but division. He
severely denounced false reli-
gionigts of Hisday (Mt. 23, etc.).
He did not try to unite His fol-
lowerswith them. Romanism and
Mormonism are false religions/
cults (Eph. 5:11). Satan’s coun-
terfeit “revival” of our day isac-
tually a union for the apostasy.
—CC

* % %

China Warns Against
“Religious Infiltration.” The
Chinese government said that
hostile foreign forces are using
religion to undermine its social-
ist system and that widespread
construction of temples and
churches is creating a heavy
economic burden. “Hostile in-

ternational forces resort to eth-
nic and religious issues to
‘Westernize' and ‘split’ social-
ist countries and step up reli-
gious infiltration,” Reuters
qguoted the official People's
Daily newspaper as saying. In
recent months, China has taken
astricter stand on religion after
a period of relative tolerance
that has permitted a substantial
revival of worship around the
country. In January, the govern-
ment officials charged with over-
seeing religion in China ordered
all places of worship to register
with the government and said
that akey aim of allowing some
measure of religious freedom is
to develop “young patriotic re-
ligious preachers.”

* % %

Australian Territory Le-
galizes Euthanasia. Christian
political leadersin Australiaare
opposing a euthanasia law that
took effect in the Northern Ter-
ritory July 1. Adopted by the
territory’s parliament in May,
the law alowsterminally ill pa-
tientsto receive lethal injections
with the consent of three doc-
tors. The law is being chal-
lenged in the Northern Territory
Supreme Court and is expected
to be considered by the Aus
tralian Supreme Court.

* % %

Incar ceration Rate Nearly
DoublesOver Pagt Decade. The
nation’s prisons and jails held
nearly 1.6 million people last
year, culminating a 10-year pe-
riod in which the rate of incar-
ceration nearly doubled, the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics said.
One of every 167 residents was
behind bars last year, compared
to one of every 320 in 1985.

* % %

Navy NamesFirst Mudim
Chaplain. With crescents

gleaming on his epauletsto sig-
nify his Islamic faith, the first
Muslim chaplain in the U.S.
Navy was welcomed into the
ranks of military chaplains. Lt.
j-g. Monje Malak Abd al-
Muta Ali Noel, Jr., received his
chaplain’s commission at a Pen-
tagon ceremony attended by
Secretary of the Navy John
Ddton and Navy Chief of Chap-
lains, Rear Admiral Donald
Muchow. His appointment
comes three years after the first
Muslim chaplain was commis-
sionedinthe U. S. Army.

* % %

The Oldest Profession.
Three men — a surgeon, an en-
gineer, and a politician — were
arguing about whose profession
was the oldest. “Mine is,” said
the doctor. “Remember that Eve
was carved out of Adam’srib.”
“Admittedly,” said the engineer,
“but remember that the earth
was created out of chaos in six
days. That obviously was an
engineering job.” “Yes,” said
the palitician, “but who created
the chaos?’

RECTOR...
(Continued from page 4)

command, he bade the first
church, “go,andmakedisciples.”
And by example, He shows us
how Hismissionary workisdone.
Thechurchat Jerusalem—nota
board or a committee — sends
forth Barnabas, agood man, fulll
of faith, and of theHoly Ghost, to
preach (Acts 11:22). Remember
the Holy Spirit had already en-
tered into the church at Jerusa-
lemtorunandorderitslife(Acts
2:1-4).Next, theHoly Spiritleads
thechurchat Antiochto set apart
Barnabas and Saul for witness-
ingwork, andthroughthechurch
he sends them forth as mission-
aries of the church. Thus the
Holy Spirit through the church

(See RECTOR on page 23)
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To Kill

Heretics

By Joseph Zacchello

The American people are
very tolerant and broad-minded,
therefore they are very reluctant
to believe that the Roman
Catholic church could still hold
to its claim to have the right to
kill heretics. Although admitting
that it was used in the past,
they wishfully think that the Ro-
man Catholic church has re-
nounced it and that no Catholic
in America today would admit
such claim till exists.

According to the teaching
of the church of Rome a non-
Cathoalic, if validly baptized is
an heretic, in fact, a Protestant
child, if baptized is a Roman
Cathoalic till he reaches the use
of reason and then he becomes
an heretic should he adhere
freely and publicly to adoctrine
contrary to the dogmas of Ro-
man Catholicism. Which means
that all Protestant adults are
considered Heretics and do
come under the jurisdiction of
the Church of Rome.

The Roman Catholic
weekly of the diocese of St.
Paul, Minnesota in the March
23, 1958, issue says the follow-

ing: “ Catholic Infants abound in
Homes of Protestants. Recent
discussions on the statistics of
Catholic Church membership
have ignored a large — if not
active — segment of those who
are indeed part of the Mystical
Body of Christ (the Roman
Catholic Church).

"This segment includes
validly baptized infants born
among non-Catholics. It may be
shocking to Protestants to learn
that we believe their children are
— at least for atime — Catho-
lics, but such is the case. The
reason isthat avalid Baptismis
avalid Baptism, no matter who
— Catholic, Protestant, Jew or
even atheist — performsit. And
a baptized person is a (Roman)
Catholic until he adheres freely
and publicly to heresy ...” (The
Wanderer.

In order to convince the
American public that the Roman
Catholic church of today, in
twentieth-century America, till
holds to this medieval claim,
and would put it into operation
if it had the power to do so, we
have several official Roman

Faiths. Order from:

U

fTheBi bleand theRoman ChurchN

By J. C. Macaulay

The studies in this book aroused keen interest and
elicited many earnest inquiries, particularly from college
students. This suggested that the chapters might be profit-
ableto othersif put in permanent form. Thisbook presents
the true differences between the Catholic Faith and other

ChallengePress
P. O. Box 25848, Little Rock, AR 72221-5848

$3.95 (Pluspostage & handling)
(See postage rates on page 8)
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Catholic statements of recent
date. The TABLET is the offi-
cial Roman Catholic newspaper
of the diocese of Brooklyn, the
largest Catholic diocese in the
United States. It carried the fol-
lowing statement in the Novem-
ber 5, 1938 issue, as an answer
to a question on the use of capi-
tal punishment against heretics
by the Roman Catholic church
inthe Middle Ages. Hereis part
of the statement:

“Heresy is an awful crime
against God and those who start
a heresy are more guilty than
they who are traitors to the civil
government. If the State has the
right to punish treason with
death, the principle is the same
that concedes to the spiritual
authority the power of life and
death over the arch-traitor to
truth and Divine revelation ....
A perfect society has the right
to its existence ... and the power
of capital punishment is ac-
knowledged for every perfect
society. Now ... the Catholic
church is a perfect society, and
as such has the right and power
to take means to safeguard its
existence.”

Copies of the complete
statement may be had also from
the library of the University of
[llinais.

Apart from al this, anyone
who knows Roman Catholic
teaching will recognize and ad-
mit immediately that this claim
as enunciated above, and the
reasons given therefore, are in
accord with official Roman
Catholic teaching.

The Roman Catholic Ency-
clopedia says that they (Roman
Cathalics) till have power to
make laws and punish violators:
Vol. VIII, 36. It justifies the In-
quistion: Vol. VIII, 26:36. It says
that they have never renounced
the right to use physical force:
Vol. XI, 703. It claims the right
to coerce their own subjects:
Vol. XI; 703; Vol. VII, 323 and it
regards ‘non-Catholic Chris-
tians' as rightfully belonging to

them. It considers such as her-
etics and schismatics (Val. V,
686; 111, 756; VI, 261; XI, 703).

“No one doubts that they
(heretics) not only deserve to
be severed from the church by
excommunication, but they
ought to be taken away from the
midst of living by death ...”
(Manual of Canon Law, by Car-
dinal Lepiecier, published in
Romein 1910 and officially en-
dorsed by Saint Pope Pius XI.

We read aso in the Sylla
bus of Pope Pius IX, which
must be accepted under oath by
all priests, just before ordination:

“The ecclesiastical power
has a right to exercise its au-
thority independent of the tol-
eration of the civil government.
The Church has the power of
employing force and of exercis-
ing direct and indirect temporal
power. It is necessary even in
the present day that the Catho-
lic religion shall be held as the
only religion of the State, to the
exclusion of al other forms of
worship” (N. 20, 24, 77).

The Officia monthly of the
Vatican published by the Jesu-
its: LaCivilta’ Cattolicaof April
1, 1948, says. “The Roman
Catholic Church, convinced of
being the only true Church,
must demand the right of free-
dom for herself alone, because
such right can only be pos-
sessed by truth, never by er-
ror.”

How will the Roman Catho-
lic Church impose her laws
against heretics (Protestants) in
this free country, where our Law
recognizes al religions as equal?
They are going to change the
Constitution, as soon as they
are able to do so. Here is what
they say in an official text book
used at present time in Roman
Cathalic colleges and universi-
ties:

“But constitutions can be
changed, and non-Catholics
sects may decline to such a

(See RC on page 24)
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Evolution moveth, which the waters the equal of our brothers and TheChristian
brought forth abundantly, after ~ sisters of the great family of man- . .
their kind, and every winged kind. Believer And His
By Charles H. Spurgeon fowl after hiskind: and God saw “Mr. Darwin has never been Will

(At one of the memorable
gatherings under “The Ques-
tion Oak,” a student asked Mr.
Spurgeon, “Are we justified in
receiving Mr. Darwin’s or any
other theory of evolution?’ The
Pastor’ s answer was:)

“My reply to that inquiry
can best take the form of
another question — Does
Revelation teach us evolution?
It never has struck me, and it
does not strike me now, that
the theory of evolution can, by
any process of argument, be
reconciled with the inspired
record of the Creation. You
remember how it is distinctly
stated, again and again, that
the Lord made each creature ‘ af -
ter hiskind.” So we read, ‘And
God created great whales, and
every, living creature that

that it was good.’

“And again, ‘And God
said, let the earth bring forth the
living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping things, and
the beast of the earth after his
kind: and it was so. And God
made the beast of the earth af-
ter hiskind, and cattle after their
kind, and everything that
creepeth upon the earth after
his kind: and God saw that it
was good.’

“Besides, brethren, | would
remind you that, after all these
years in which so many people
have been hunting up and down
the world for ‘the missing link’
between animals and men,
among all the monkeys that the
wise men have examined, they
have never discovered one who
has rubbed his tail off, and as-
cended in the scale of creation
so far as to take his place as

Letter From Your
Dad

Dear Kids:

I’m writing this slow cause
| know you can't read fast. We
don't live where we did when
you left. Your mom read in the
paper where the most accidents
happened within 20 miles of
home, so we moved. | won’t be
able to send you the address
asthelast family that lived here
took the numbers with them for
their next house so they won't
have to change their address.

This place has a washing
machine. The first day | put 4
shirtsin it and pulled the chain
and haven’t seen’em since.

It only rained twice this
week. 3 days the first time and
4 days the second time.

The coat you wanted me to
send you Aunt Sue said it would
be a little too heavy to send in
the mail with those heavy but-
tons, so we cut’em off and

put’em in the pockets.

We got a hill from the fu-
neral home. It said if we didn’t
make the last payment to
Grandma's funeral bill, up she
Comes.

About your sister-in-law,
she had a baby this morning. |
haven't found out if it's a boy
or agirl sol don’t know if you
arean Aunt or an Uncle.

Y our cousin John fell in the
whiskey vat. Some men tried to
pull him out but he fought’em
off and drowned. We cremated
him and he burned for three
days.

Three of your friends went
off the bridge in a pickup. One
was driving and the other two
was in the back. The driver got
out. Herolled the window down
and swam to safety. The other
two drowned. They couldn’t get
the tailgate down.

Not much more news this
time, not much has happened.

Love,
Dad

able to find the germs of an
Archbishop of Canterbury in the
body of atom cat or ahilly goat,
and | venture to prophesy that
he will never accomplish such a
feat as that.

“There are abundant evi-
dences that one creature inclines
towards another in certain re-
spects, for all are bound together
in a wondrous way which indi-
cates that they are al the prod-
uct of God's creative will; but
what the advocates of evolution
appear to forget is, that there is
nowhere to be discovered an ac-
tual chain of growth from one
creature to another — there are
breaks here and there, and so
many missing links that the chain
cannot be made complete.

“There are, naturally
enough, many resemblances be-
tween them, because they have
all been wrought by the one
great mastermind of God, yet
each one has its own peculiari-
ties. The Books of Scripture are
many, yet the Book, the Bibleis
one; the waves of the sea are
many, yet the sea is one; and
the creatures that the Lord has
made are many, yet the Creation
isone.

“Look at the similarity be-
tween the animal and the bird in
the bat or in the flying squirrel;
think of the resemblance between
a bird and a fish in the flying
fish; yet, nobody, surely, would
venture to tell you that a fish
ever grew into a bird, or that a
bat ever became a butterfly or
an eagle. No; they do not get
out of their own spheres.

All the evolutionists in the
world cannot ‘improve’ a mouse
so that it will develop into a cat,
or evolve a golden eagle out of
a barn-door fowl. Even where
one species very closely re-
sembles another, there is a spe-
ciaty about each which distin-
guishesit from all others. [

Every Christian who owns
any property, belongings,
bonds, stocks, cash or securi-
ties of any kind and who
wishes to make the cause of
Christ the beneficiary of any of
these things should make a
Will. Thisis alegal document
by which a person controls the
disposition of his property af-
ter death, otherwise the state
will move in and dispose of it
according to their prearranged
plan.

A Will should be tailored
to your own circumstances,
and since it requires legal
terms, alawyer should be con-
sulted. It is not necessarily a
difficult matter to do.

Like salvation most people
plan to make a Will but so
many put it off, for certain rea-
sons and excuses — until it is
too late. If you die without a
Will, the State will see that our
Lord' swork will not receive a
penny.

A Christian Will is one
where your Church is named
— and other causes of Funda-
mentalist character can be
named to receive a portion. It
gives expression to your final
and crowning desires of your
heart.

Those who wish to be
loyal to Christ and His Word
should be careful to name your
church. B
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“But Thou O Man Of God”

By the lateB. A. Wilson

“But thou O man of God,
flee these things; and follow af-
ter righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness’
—1Tim.6:11

I. God's Man Is God’s
Property.

He is God's by Redemp-
tion. “Forasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversa-
tion received by tradition from
your fathers; but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ as of a
lamb without blemish and with-
out spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).
“What? Know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God's” (1 Cor.
6:19-20).

God's man is not reverend.
God's man is not doctor, God’s
man is not Cardinal. Preachers
go by titles of Reverend and
Doctor. Theword “reverend” is
only onceinthe Bible. “He sent
redemption unto his people; he
hath commanded his covenant
forever; Holy and reverend is
hisname” (Psm. 111:9). Thisis
in reference to God Himself and
not to apreacher. Doctor means
teacher. As Jesus sat among the
doctors and asked them ques-
tions they were doctors and
teachers, but not God-called
preachers.

God’'s man is a servant:
“Paul a servant of Jesus Christ,
called to be an apostle, sepa-
rated unto the gospel of God”
(Rom. 1:1).

God’ smanisabond dave.
God’'s man is an apostle (one

sent). One may be ateacher and
be a poison teacher. Poison
teachers teach poison doctrine.

Some preachers are ear tick-
lers: “For the time will come
when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having
itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables’
(2Tim. 4:3-4).

Some preachers are faith
wreckers: “Holding faith, and a
good conscience; which some
having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck: Of
whom is Hymenaius and
Alexander; whom | have deliv-
ered unto Satan, that they may
learn not to blaspheme” (1 Tim.
1:19-20).

Some preachers are iniquity
workers: “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father, which is in
heaven. Many will say to mein
that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out
devils? And in thy name done
many wonderful works? And
then will | profess unto them, |
never knew you: depart from me,
yethat work iniquity” (Mt. 7:21-
23).

Some preachers are hope
blasters: “Now if Christ be
preached that he rose from the
dead, how say some among you
that there is no resurrection of
the dead? But if there be no
resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen. And if Christ
be not risen, then is our preach-
ing vain, and your faith is aso
van” (1 Cor. 15:12-14).

Some are preachers of con-
tention: “The one preach Christ

of contention, not sincerely,
supposing to add affliction to
my bonds’ (Phil. 1:16).

Some preachers are wolves.
“For | know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not spar-
ing the flock” (Acts 20:29). You
can know awolf when he opens
his mouth.

God's promise to God's
man — “No weapon that is
formed against thee shall pros-
per; and every tongue that shall
rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn. Thisisthe
heritage of the servants of the
Lord; and their righteousnessis
of me, saith the Lord” (Isa
54:17).

Il. The Man of God's
Textbook |s the Bible, The
Word of God.

“1 charge thee therefore be-
fore God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his ap-
pearing and his kingdom; Preach
the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with dl longsuffering and
doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having
itching ears’ (2 Tim. 4:1-3).

“Study to shew thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

All of God's men should
read books but they should
not judge the Bible by books
they read, but judge the books
they read by the one Book, the
Bible.

The Bible, the man of God's
textbook, is the only book that
tellsalost man his condition be-
fore God and tells how God
saves the sinner. Furthermore,
the man of God' s textbook tells
the saved person how to live
and witness to the Lord Jesus
Christ.

.
M essage.

The Man of God's

It is not a message about
himself nor his family, neither
some saint, nor some deathbed
story, but Christ and Him cruci-
fied, buried and raised. O Man
of God, the gospel is your mes-
sage, it isalwaysin season.

The banker and the boot
black are saved exactly alike.
The gospel meets the need of
all men. The gospel is “Good
News,” O Man of God! If you
tell a man to keep the law and
he knows he does not keep it,
is that good news? No, but if
you tell men that Jesus Christ
has suffered, the just for the un-
just, the godly for the ungodly,
the good for the bad, the righ-
teous for the unrighteous, all
their punishment in Hell He suf-
fered in their place, that is good
news.

The gospel is God's dyna-
mite, O Man of God. If you want
men moved toward God, use
God’'s dynamite, the gospel of
Christ. “For | am not ashamed
of the gospel of Chrigt; for itis
the power of God unto salva
tion, to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and
alsoto the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).

What the gospel will do, O
Man of God: “to open their
eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that
they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by
faith thatisin me” (Acts 26:18).

The gospel in a nut shell,
O Man of God is: “For | deliv-
ered unto you first of all that
which | also received, how that
Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the scriptures; and that
he was buried, and he rose
again the third day according
to the scriptures? (1 Cor. 15:3-
4).

The curseis upon the man

(See WILSON on page 21)
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“TheFirst Thanksgiving
Proclamation”

By President George Washington

WHEREASItistheduty of
all nations to acknowledge the
providence of Almighty God, to
obey Hiswill, to be grateful for
His benefits, and to humbly im-
plore His protection and favor,
and

WHEREAS, both Houses
of Congress have by their joint
committee requested meto rec-
ommend to the people of the
United States a day of public
Thanksgiving and prayer, to be
observed by acknowledging
with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God,
especialy aform of government
for their safety and happiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, | do
recommend and assign Thurs-
day, the 26th day of November
next to be devoted by the people
of these States to the service of
that great and glorious Being
Who is the beneficent Author
of all the good that was, or that
will be...that wemay beall united
in rendering unto Him our sin-
cere and humble thanks for His
kind care and protection of the
people of this country previous
to their becoming anation. And
also that we may then unite in
most humbly offering our prayers
and supplications to the great
Lord and Ruler of Nations, and
beseech Him to pardon our na-
tional and other transgres-
sions...to render our Nationa
Government ablessingto al the
people by constantly being a
government of wise, just and
constitutional laws, discreetly
and faithfully executed and
obeyed...(and) to promote the
knowledge and practice of true
religion and virtue, and the in-
crease of science among us.
Given under my hand at the City
of New York the third day of
October in the year of our Lord
1789. M

The PC Bible

The Wall Street Journal

We suppose it had to hap-
pen. Sooner or later someone
was bound to notice that the
Word of God isn't politically
correct.

Sure enough. Out from Ox-
ford University Press this month
isanew trandation of the New
Testament and Psalms that pur-
ports to set things right. This
“inclusive” version isintended,
the introduction says, to “pro-
vide direction and sustenance
to those who long for justice.”

Theinjustices, it seems, are
legion. In case you hadn’'t no-
ticed, let us reconstruct the
Scriptures for you, as seen
through the eyes of the six
American scholars who edited
this new volume. We swear on
a stack of King James Bibles
that we aren’t making up the fol-
lowing:

To start with, all those
“begats” favor fathers over
mothers. Out they go, and when-
ever the wife of a biblical hus-
band is known, the editors add
her name. Out, too, are meta
phors about darkness as evil
and light as good, which, we are
told, are offensive to people of
color. Similarly, referencesto the
blind, the deaf and the lame are
insensitive to people with dis-
abilities, and so they are
changed to “those who are
blind,” etc. Andisn't the phrase
“right hand of God” unfair to
those who happen to be left
handed? “Mighty” hand is more
sensitive.

Language of abuse and ser-
vitude is also out. Hence,

“slaves” become “enslaved
people;” and parents “guide,”
not “discipling,” their children,
who in turn are told to “heed,”
not “obey,” their parents. Ref-
erences to “circumcision” are
vexing, but the editors sadly
concede that they can’'t come
up with an adequate gender-free
substitute.

But the big challenge
comes in how to deal with God
him, her, it-self. The editors’ so-
lution is to ban pronouns and
keep repeating the genderless
word “God.” The words“Lord”
and “King” are also taboo.
“Ruler” or “Sovereign” is sub-
stituted), and the patriarchal
“Kingdom of God” becomes
“Dominion of God.” Asfor God
the “Father,” in thisversion, it's
always “Father-Mother.” Satan
— feminists take note — gets
similar gender-free treatment.

References to Jesus pose
particular problems of their own.
The words “he” and “son” are
permitted in mentions of Jesus
life on earth. But the pre-exis-
tent and post-crucifixion Christ
gets no gender. “Master” be-
comes “Teacher” and the dou-
bly offensive “Son of Man” be-
comes “the Human One.”

Needless to say, none of
this is very poetic. It's also
pretty pathetic to watch theolo-
gians waste their time worrying
that a left-handed, blind, black
woman might somehow think
the Bible excludes her, when
the main message of the text
teaches exactly the opposite.
Apparently the contemporary
equivalent of pondering how
many angels can fit on the head
of apinisto calculate the num-
ber of gender-offensive words
in the Bible. The theological
seminaries aren’t immune to the
cultural and linguistic extremism
that flourishes on many univer-
sity campuses these days.
Where words like “freshman”
are verboten.

The good news amid all
this hooey is that the market for

Biblesis booming.. Also on the
way this publishing season are
a Bible written at a third-grade
reading level for those for whom
English is a second language, a
senior’'s Bible, a Bible for
women and aBible for parents.
[I' wonder what’s wrong
with the King James Version
for those on the “third-grade
reading level and for those for
whom English is a second
language. The KJV was the
main “learn to read” book for
the early schools here in the
United States, and it was used
for all levelsof learning] A

ThingsToKnow
AndAvoid

1. We should know that
“neglected truth becomes per-
verted truth” — Truth must be
proclaimed in order to saveit.

2. We should know that er-
ror unchallenged increases in
geometrical progression — To
emphasize the “ positive” smply
plays us into the hands of the
Devil.

3. We should know that the
saved are soldiers and as such
they should acquit themselves
like men — Manly men are fight-
ing men.

4. We should know that a
wrong method will in the end
destroy a right message —
Ecclesiastical methods destroy
our Baptist message.

5. We should avoid ignor-
ing the tragic consequences
which come through neglecting
God'’ s truth, through yielding to
cowardice, through letting evil
go unchalenged, and through
using ecclesiastical methods in
our Baptist life. (28]

4 )

TELEPHONE
(501) 315-0320

E-MAIL ADDRESS
mlmoser @earthlink.net

. J




Novenber 1996

The Baptist Challenge

Page 19

Gehenna

By H. Boyce Taylor

The final abode of the
wicked is Gehenna. Several
things are taught in the New
Testament about it.

First, it is a prepared
place. “Then shall he say aso
unto them on the left hand, De-
part from me ye cursed, into ev-
erlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels” (Mt.
25:41). “And the devil that de-
ceived them was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where
the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day
and night for ever and ever”
(Rev. 20:10). Prepared for the
most depraved and dangerous
prisoners — the devil and his
messengers.

Second, for a fitted people.
“What if God, willing to shew
hiswrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much
longsuffering the vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction”
(Rom. 9:32). Gehennaiis a spe-
cialy prepared place for vessels
of wrath specialy fitted for per-
dition. The word translated de-
struction in Romans 9:22 is
translated perdition in 1 Timo-
thy 6:9, 2 Peter 3.7, and Revela
tion 17:8-11. It never means an-
nihilation. “And they shall go
forth, and look upon the car-
casses of the men that have
transgressed against me; for
their worm shall not die, neither
shall their fire be quenched; and
they shall be an abhorring unto
al flesh” (Isa. 66:24). “And
many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting
contempt” (Dan. 12:2). These
teach that a part of the prepara-
tion of thelost for Hell isin their
resurrected bodies. These bod-
ies if any thing like the bodies
of the saints will be flesh and

bones (Lk. 24:39). They will dso
be indestructible if like the
saints (1 Cor. 15:53). They shall
be such as to bring shame to
the wicked and awake everlast-
ing contempt and abhorring to
all beholders (Isa. 66:24).

Thirdly, Gehenna isa place
where the damned are tor-
mented by fire and brimstone
by day and night forever and
ever. “And the smoke of their
torment ascended up for ever
and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and who-
soever receiveth the mark of his
name’ (Rev. 14:11).

Fourth, thisfire will be un-
guenchable. “And if thy hand
offend thee, cut it off; it is bet-
ter for thee to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands
to go into hell, into the fire that
never shall be quenched: Where
their worm dieth not, and the
fireis not quenched. And if thy
foot offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter halt into
life, than having two feet to be
cast into hell, into the fire that
never shall be quenched: Where
their worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched. And if
thine eye offend thee, pluck it
out: it is better for thee to enter
into the kingdom of God with
one eye, than having two eyes
to be cast into hell fire: Where
their worm dieth not, and the
fireisnot quenched” (Mk. 9:43-
48). Think of it! Imperishable
bodies of flesh in unquenchable
fire

Fifth, an undying con-
science. “But Abraham said,
Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good
things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things. but now heis comforted,
and thou art tormented” (Lk.
16:25). Always an accusing con-
science — a worm that dieth
not. A gnawing, burning con-
science on the inside and un-
guenchable fire on the outside.
No wonder God says they have

no rest day nor night forever
and forever (Rev. 14:11).

Sixthly, the wicked live in
Gehenna as long as God lives.
The strongest expression in the
Bible for that which never ends
is “forever and ever.” That ex-
pression is found twelve times
in Revelation. Eight times it is
used of God “who liveth forever
and ever,” etc. Once (22:5) itis
used of the righteous. Three
timesit isused of the conscious
suffering of the wicked (14:11;
19:3; 20:10). As long as God
lives, that long will the wicked
suffer.

Seventh, but some man
says, | do not see any justicein
that. Well, note that the righ-
teous in Heaven shout over
God’'s justice in His judgments
(Rev. 19:16). They seeit whether
you do or not. Again, aman in
one minute kills his fellowman.
He goes to the prison for alife
sentence. Suppose he lives 50
years. His offense was commit-
ted in one minute; he is pun-
ished over 26 million minutes for
one minute's sin. That, too, for
only one offense. Multiply that
by an innumerable number of
offenses, not against depraved
man, but against Holy God, and
you see that even from the view-
point of earthly courts the
wicked ought to suffer eternally
(Rev. 22:11), and you will know
in part the way of eternal pun-
ishment. Down hereit is given
to us to know only in part (1
Cor. 13:9).

Eighthly, who goes to
Gehenna? “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abomi-
nable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death”
(Rev. 21:8). The unbeliever as
well as the great sinners. How
shall you escape the damnation
of Gehenng, if you reject Jesus
Christ, man’s only Savior (Acts
4:12; Heb. 9:22)?“Believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
be saved” (Acts 16:31).

There is life for a look at
the crucified,

Thereislife at thismoment
for thee.

Eternal, nonforfeitable, un-
ending non-losable life is of-
fered thee just now, O sinner, if
you but receive Christ (Jn. 1:12;
6:37; 10:27-29). (18]

Eight Kindsof
Baptists

|. Bat Baptists. The bat
drawsin hiswings and becomes
an animal when with animals,
then when it is with birds or
other bats it spreads its wings
and fliesand is a bird. We have
Baptists that can associate with
the worldly crowd or the church-
going crowd with equal case —
whichever crowd they happen
to be with. God said, “Beware
of a man when al men speak
well of him.”

II. Buzzard Baptists. The
buzzard never comes down,
only when there is a death of
some animal. There are Baptists
who never go to church except
for funerals.

1. Crayfish Baptists.
When you touch a crayfish he
starts going backward. There
arealot of Baptiststhat will go
to church as long as they can
just sit and “take” or absorb all
the good things, but when it
comes time to work or when
trouble comes, then they start
backing up or cray-fishing.

IV. Bear Baptists. All
summer al Mr. Bear does is egt.
He stuffs himself until he is
dick and fat and then at the first
sign of winter he dens up some-
where and is not seen until
spring. Some Baptists, after en-
joying all the good summer re-
vivals, den up atthefirst sign

(See KINDS on page 21)
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Predestination:

A Bible Study

By Dr. John M. Drickamer

[The following article ap-
peared in the November 6, 1995
issue of Christian News, an in-
dependent Lutheran publica-
tion. With only a few changes,
it could have been written by a
Baptist.]

Ignorance: Most Christians
in America know little or noth-
ing about the true, Biblical doc-
trine of predestination. Most
who have heard of it hardly un-
derstand it at all. Even Lutheran
pastors seldom preach or teach
about it. That is a shame, for
the Bible says a great deal
about it for the comfort of be-
lievers.

Predestination: The only
kind of predestination about
which the Bible speaksis God's
gracious choice or election of
some to salvation. God's judg-
ments are unsearchable and His
ways are past finding out (Rom.
11:33). The Bible teaches that
the election (choice) to salva
tion is on God's part while the
rejection to damnation is on
man’'s part. All the blessings
which God gives usin time He
planned to give us from eter-
nity, for Heis eternal.

Foreknowledge: God
knows and chooses us before
the world, that is, from eternity,
in Christ — He does not merely
know in advance who will be-
lieve. It is personal, not factual,
knowledge.

Jer. 1:5: Before | formed
thee in the belly | knew thee;
and before thou camest forth
out of the womb | sanctified
thee.

Amos 3:2: You only havel
known of al the families. See
Deut. 7:6-7.

Acts 2:23: Him being deliv-
ered by the determinate coun-
sel and foreknowledge of God.

Rom. 8:29: For whom Hedid
foreknow, He also did predesti-
nate.

Rom. 11:2: God hath not
cast away His people which He
foreknew.

1 Cor. 8:3: If any man love
God, the sameisknown of Him.

Ga. 4:9: Ye have known
God, or rather are known of God.

2 Tim. 2:19: The Lord
knoweth them that are His.

1 Pet. 1:2: Elect according
to the foreknowledge of God the
Father.

1 Pet. 1:20: Foreordained
before the foundation of the
world.

[“To know before” is used
in other contexts: Acts 26:5; 2
Pet. 3:17]

Predestination: God chose
(elected) us and predetermined
our salvation for Christ’'s sake
— and planned for it to be made
ours by the work of the Holy
Spirit bringing us to faith in
Christ through the Gospel (bap-
tism) after we have been
brought to repentance through
the Law.

[Editor's comments: Bap-
tists would omit the word bap-
tism which appears after the
word “Gospel” as Baptists do
not believe that baptism has
anything to do with salvation
but is an act of obedience after
oneisaready saved.]

John 6:29: Thisisthe work
of God, that ye believe on Him
Whom He hath sent....37: All
that the Father giveth Me shall
come to Me; and him that
cometh to Me | will in no wise
cast out....44: No man can come
to Me, except the Father Which
hath sent Me draw him ....65:
Therefore said | unto you, that
no man can come unto Me, ex-
cept it were given unto him of
My Father.

John 13:18: | speak not of
you al: | know whom | have
chosen.

John 15:16: Ye have not
chosen Me, but | have chosen
you.

John 15:19: But becauseye
are not of the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world.

Acts 4:28: Whatsoever Thy
hand and Thy counsel deter-
mined before.

Rom. 8:29-30: For whom He
did foreknow, He also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He
might be the Firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom
He did predestinate, them He
a0 caled: and whom He called,
them He also justified: and
whom Hejustified, them He also
glorified.

Rom. 9:11: That the purpose
of God according to election
might stand, not of works, but
of Him that calleth.

Rom. 9:23-24: Vessals of
mercy, which He had afore pre-
pared unto glory.

Rom. 11:5-7: Even so then
at this present time also there is
aremnant according to the elec-
tion of grace. And if by grace,
then isit no more works: other-
wise graceis no more grace. But
if it be of works, then is it no
more grace: otherwise work is
no more work. What then? Is-
rael hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obtained it, and
the rest were blinded.

1 Cor. 2:7: But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom, which
God ordained before the world
unto our glory.

Eph. 1:3-14: Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed
uswith al spiritual blessingsin
heavenly places in Christ: ac-
cording as He hath chosen us
in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before
Him in love: having predesti-

nated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ unto
Himself, according to the good
pleasure of Hiswill, to the praise
of the glory of His grace,
wherein He hath made us
accepted in the beloved .... ac-
cording to His good pleasure
which He hath purposed in
Himself:.... being predestinated
according to the purpose of
Him Who worketh al things
after the counsel of His own
will: .... In Whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the
Word of truth, the Gospel of
your salvation in Whom also,
after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise.

2Thess. 2:13-14: But we are
bound to give thanks always to
God for you, brethren, beloved
of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you
to salvation through sanctifica-
tion of the spirit and belief of
the truth: whereunto He called
you by our Gospel, to the ob-
taining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

2 Tim. 1:9: Who hath saved
us, and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our
works, but according to Hisown
purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began.

2Tim. 2:10: Therefore | en-
dure all things for the elect’s
sakes, that they may also ob-
tain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

See Matt. 20:16; 22:14;
Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:20-22

Regjection: People resist the
Holy Spirit, reject the Law and
the Gospel, and refuse to repent
and believe.

Hos. 13:9: O lgrad, thou has
destroyed thyself; but in Me is
thine help.

Matt. 22:37: And ye would
not!

Matt. 25:34, 41: The king-
dom prepared for you from the

(See PRE on page 21)
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PRE...
(Continued from page 20)

foundation of the world; ever-
lastingfirepreparedfor thedevil
and his angels.

Acts 7:51: Ye dtiffnecked
and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did,
so do ye.

Acts 13:46: But seeing ye
put it from you, and judge your-
selves unworthy of everlasting
life

Note: God wants everyone
saved: 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9!

Preservation: God keeps
His elect in the faith unto ever-
lasting life.

John 10:27-29: My sheep
hear my voice, and | know them,
and they follow Me: and | give
unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My
hand. My Father, Which gave
them Me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them
out of My Father’s hand.

Phil. 1:6: Being confident of
this very thing, that He Which
hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ.

2Tim. 1:12: | know Whom |
have believed, and am per-
suaded that He is able to keep
that which | have committed
unto Him against that day.

2 Tim. 4:18: And the Lord
shall deliver me from every evil
work, and will preserve me unto
His heavenly kingdom.

1 Pet. 1:4-5: To an inherit-
ance incorruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time.

Assurance: The above
passages about election and
preservation show that believ-
ersin Christ are to be comforted
with the assurance of their elec-
tion by God, for they would not

have become believers without
God's choice and action. Espe-
cially those who are facing
doubts are to be so comforted.
But those who want to take
comfort in carnal security — the
idea that they can “get away
with murder” or any other sin
because of justification and/or
predestination — are to be
warned most severely against
falling away asin 1 Cor. 10:1-
13. M

WILSON...
(Continued from page 16)

who preaches another gospel,
“Which isnot another; but there
be some that trouble you, and
would pervertthegospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him
beaccursed” (Gal. 1:7-8).

IV. The Man of God’s
Work IsThat of a Shepherd
or An Overseer.

“Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to al the flock
over which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseer, to feed the
church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.
For | know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not spar-
ing theflock” (Acts 20:28-29).

The flock is God’'s not
yours. You are aservant, O Man
of God, to feed God's flock. O
Man of God, you are a feeder.
Put God's feed low and simple
where God' s lambs can get some
of the feed. God does not say
to feed my giraffes, but feed my
lambs, or people. O Man of God,
you are not to preach over the
heads of the people, but in lan-
guage simple and plain.

O Man of God, you are to
be an example to the flock in
doctrine, in morals, in conduct,
in giving. The Man of God must
be an honest man. O Man of

God, you are not to be a greedy
money grabber. “But they that
will berich fall into temptation
and asnare, and into many fool-
ish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and
perdition. For the love of money
istheroot of al evil: which while
some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many
sorrows’ (1 Tim. 6:9-10).

O Man of God be a patient
man.

V. The Man of God's
Reward.

“For what is our hope, or
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are
not even ye in the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ at his
coming? For ye are our glory
andjoy” (1 Thess. 2:19-20).

“Henceforth thereislaid up
for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righ-
teous judge, shall give me at
that day; and not to me only,
but unto al them also that love
his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). [

KINDS...
(Continued from page 19)

of frost and are not seen again
until spring. Or maybe they do
comeout for Christmasand Eas-
ter.

V. Skunk Baptists. The
skunk only stirs up a stink.
Enough said.

V1. Frog Baptists. A frog
spends histime croaking. There
are Baptists that could be a
blessing to others — could win
souls — but all they ever do is
croak.

VI11. Peckerwood Baptists.
Always knocking someone or
something.

VIII. Donkey Baptists. A
donkey does a lot of braying,
but is alergic to work. About
the time you think you have him
going good he balks and no
amount of coaxing or talking will

get him to move. Some Baptists
make a lot of noise, but when
asked to do something they balk
and you could set the bench
afire and they would only move
out of reach of the fire and let

the bench burn down. AR
The Right
Prescription

Some 300 years ago, a
statesman responsible for some
world affairs couldn’t sleep. His
wakeful servant saw the lighted
candlein his master’s bedroom.
Knocking softly, he entered and
found the man pacing the floor.
When the disturbed servant
asked what he could do, the
statesman shook his head.

“It is the terrific problems
of theworld that keep me awake.
You can do nothing about
them.?

Humbly the servant asked,
“Who watched over the world
before you cameinto it?’

“Why, God, of course.”

“And, sir, will God watch
over the world after you have
gone from it?’

“Certainly,” the statesman
answered.

“Then, sir, why don’t you
let Him watch over it just long
enough for you to get some
deep?’ (A8

4 )
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Orthodoxy and M odernism
Contrasted

Lots of people do not know
it but there is a very wide mar-
gin of difference between ortho-
doxy and modernism. The dif-
ferenceis so wide that we have
concluded to present the follow-
ing study with the hope that it
may help our readers in some
way or some how.

Contrasts Between
Orthodoxy and Modernism

Orthodoxy is a spiritual re-
ality while modernism is a
fleshly reality.

Orthodoxy is heavenly the-
ism while modernism is spiritua
cannibalism.

Orthodoxy is whole Bible
truth accepted while modernism
is part Bible truth rejected.

Orthodoxy is divine truth
applied to life while modernism
isafleshly interpretation of the
Bible applied to life.

Orthodoxy is the heart run-
ning true while modernism isthe
intellect running wild.

Orthodoxy preaches the
whole Bible to the whole world
while modernism proclaims a
part of the New Testament to
the whole world.

Orthodoxy believes in the
verbal inspiration of the Scrip-
tures while modernism believes
in thought-inspiration of the
Scriptures.

Orthodoxy emphasizes the
divine aspect of the gospel
while modernism emphasizesthe
human aspect of the gospel.

Orthodoxy preaches salva
tion by the way of the cross
while modernism preaches sal-
vation by the way of culture.

Orthodoxy laments the de-
pravity of man while modernism
gloats over the goodness of
man.

Orthodoxy condemns the
world while modernism catersto
the world.

Orthodoxy proclaims blood
redemption while modernism ig-
nores the blood atonement.

Orthodoxy challenges sin-
nersto get right with God while
modernism challenges sinners
to live right before man.

Orthodoxy preaches
birnging in the kingdom while
modernism preaches building
up the kingdom.

Orthodoxy magnifies the
Lord in kingdom work while
modernism praises the leaders
in kingdom work.

Orthodoxy glories in the
cross of Christ while modern-
ism glories in the conquests of
Christians.

Orthodoxy exalts the spiri-
tual while modernism exaltsthe
social.

Orthodoxy clings to the
old, old things while modernism
caters to new things.

Orthodoxy believes in
grace for salvation while mod-
ernism believesin works for sal-
vation.

Orthodoxy glories in the
Deity of Christ while modern-
ism glories in the humanity of
Christ.

Orthodoxy is humble while
modernism is uppish.

Orthodoxy is theocratic
while modernismis plutocratic.

Orthodoxy proclaims the
depravity of the human heart
while modernism magnifies the
goodness of the human heart.

Orthodoxy preaches the
blood gospel while modernism
takes the blood out of the gos-
pel.

Orthodoxy assumes that
man is by nature bad while
modernism assumes that man is
by nature good.

Orthodoxy preachesthein-
errancy of the Word while Mod-
ernism proclaims error to bein
the Word.

Orthodoxy preachesjustice

and mercy while modernism
preaches mercy.

Orthodoxy denies evolu-
tion while modernism smiles
upon evolution.

Orthodoxy points hearts to
Calvary while modernism points
hearts to culture.

Orthdoxy is pro-God while
modernism is pro-good.

Orthodoxy is pro-life while
modernism is pro-choice.

Orthodoxy is pro-Capital
Punishment while modernismis
anti-Capital Punishment.

To sum up, orthodoxy is
pro-God, pro-Bible, pro-church,
pro-cross, pro-blood, pro-self-
denial, and pro-sacrifice, while
modernism is pro-leader, pro-in-
stitution, pro-culture, pro-com-
promise, pro-conciliation, pro-
broadmindedness, pro-human
praise, pro-flesh, and pro-world.

Heavenly Admonition

The Holy Spirit, speaking
through Paul, appeals to young
Timothy to stand four-square
by the gospel. He admonishes
him to avoid profane and vain
babblings; to avoid opposition
of science falsely so-called; to
preach the Word; and to be
faithful in the ministry of the
Lord.

Why these admonitions?
The answer is not hard to find.
Science falsaly so-called isthis-
worldly, not heavenly; itisvain
intellectualism, not true spiritu-
ality; it betrays the gospel mes-
sage of the Bible; it denies the
fall of man; it denies the deprav-
ity of the human heart; it de-
nies the necessity of the cross;
it denies the fact of blood-
cleansing; and it belittles every-
thing that is truly and essen-
tialy Christian.

The Baptist Challenge
stands on orthodoxy. We be-
lieve the Bible is true, we be-
lieve its standards are perfect;
we believe that Christ actually

(See ORTHO on page 24)

ECCLESA...
(Continued from page 3)

A body isan organism, occupy-
ing space and having a definite
locality. A mere aggregation is
not abody: theremust be organi-
zation aswell. A heap of heads,
hands, feet and other members
would not make a body: they
must be united in asystem, each
inits proper place and pervaded
by acommonlife. Soacollection
of stones, bricksandtimberwould
not beahouse: thematerial must
be built up together, in artistic
order, adapted to utility. So a
mass of roots, trunks and
branches would not be avine or
atree: the several parts must be
developed according tothelaws
of naturefromthesameseed and
nourished by the same sap.”

10. Bishop Hort, one of the
publishers of the Westcott and
Hort Greek Testament, whose
scholarship and ability certainly
can not be called in question,
confesses the “necessity of
finding some other than etymo-
logical, grammatical or histori-
cal grounds’ on which to prove
the universal church. That
means it can not be proved by
the word ekklesia nor by the
grammatical construction of
New Testament Greek nor by
the historical use of the word
ekklesiain New Testament days.
Where does Mr. Hort say then
that the idea of a universal
church came from? He says the
idea of auniversa church came
from away this side of the New
Testament from the theology of
uninspired men. Note what he
says. He says that the idea of a
universal church is not “the
proper origin of ekklesia:” that
itisnot traceable to “ current us-
age.” that the word ekklesia is
always limited by Paul himself
to a local organization which
has a “corresponding unity of
its own;” “each is a body of
Christ and a sanctuary of God.”

(See ECCLESIA on page 23)
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ECCLESA...
(Continued from page 22)

By each he means each local
church. Again hesays: Paul uni-
formly speaks of the individual
church “as abody of Christ” (1
Cor.12:27),"avirgin(2Cor.11:2),
“atemple’ (1Cor. 3:16).

In Ephesians 2:2 he refers
to the Ephesian church as “a
holy temple.” In Colossians 3:15
he calls the Colossian church
“called in a body” “Christian
Ekklesa”

Mr. Hort’s testimony that
Paul’s use of the word ekklesia
in Ephesians and Colossians is
to the local church at Ephesus
and Colosse is especially con-
vincing because Scofield and all
the balance of the universal
church heretics go to Ephesians
and Colossians to substantiate
their heretical teachings. Again
Mr. Hort argues that in break-
ing down the wall of partition
between Jew and Gentile and
alien classes of all sorts, the lo-
cal church is the chief, if not
the only agency through which
this change is manifest.

11. Jesse B. Thomas in his
book, “Church and Kingdom,”
calls attention to the fact that
in John 2:19-21 Jesus calls His
own body a temple. This in-
volved both local and visible
tangibility (2 Pet. 1:16; 1 Jn. 1:1).
So building Matthew 16:18. All
these allusions, according to
Mr. Thomas point irresistibly to
a concrete organism. In
Ephesians 2:21 the local church
is spoken of as “dl the build-
ing” “Fitly framed” refersto the
local church as a building and
“fitly joined and compacted” as
abody. Thefirstin 2:21 and the
latter in 4:16.

12. Alexander Campbell
said in Christian Baptism, pg.
214: “Ekklesialiterally signifies
an assembly called out from
others and is used among the
Greeks, particularly the Athe-
nians, for their popular assem-
blies, summoned by their chief

magistrates and in which none
but citizens had a right to sit.
By inherent power it may be ap-
plied to any body of men called
out and assembled in one place.
If it ever loses the idea of call-
ing out and assembling, it loses
it principal features and its
primitive use.”

13. David Lipscombe in
Gospel Advocate, Oct. 28, 1926:
“There is not the shadow of any
universal church in the New
Testament, nor is there the rep-
resentation of atangible church
or of one that may be reached
and associated with, save the
local church.” Again in the
same article, Mr. Lipscombe
says. “Just so, when speaking
of things common to all
churches, we say the church is
the body of Christ, not mean-
ing that all the churches are
consolidated to make one body,
but that each and every church
is the body of Christ in its lo-
cality and what is common to
all is affirmed of the church as
of one body. This style of
speech is common. This can be
its only meaning. There is no
development of the church of
Christ in the world save in the
local church.”

Paul uses this same general
language of the church being
the body of Christ to the church
at Corinth that he does to the
Colossians, Ephesians and oth-
ers: “Ye are the body of Christ
and membersin particular.” The
church at Rome, the church at
Ephesus, at Colosse, each was
just as much “the body of Christ
and members in particular” as
the church at Corinth. The
church at Jerusalem was a com-
plete body of Christ before an-
other church was established.
It lost none of its completeness
when other churches were
planted. And every other church
was as complete within itself as
was this church at Jerusalem.
Each churchwasin itself acom-
plete body of Christ, without
any reference to any other

church or churchesin existence.

God has given to usthe lo-
cal church as the only manifes-
tation of His body. It isthe only
body ordained or recognized by
God as acceptable to Him. It is
the “pillar and ground of the
truth.” It is“the body of Christ.”
The body of which He is the
head. “From whom the whole
body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure
of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying
of itsdf inlove’ (Eph. 4:15-16).

Let ussum up alittle.

The word church was used
by the Master 23 times and al-
ways meant alocal church. Mr.
Hort of the Westcott-Hort New
Testament, admits that Paul
never used it of anything but a
local church. Scholars testify
that ekklesia was never used in
classic Greek except of an as-
sembled or assembling body.
The two essential ideas in the
word ekklesia are assembly and
organization. Every illustration
of a church in the New Testa-
ment, such as temple or house
or body, makes the veriest of
nonsense, if it is not assembled
and organized. The etymology
of the word ekklesiamakesit of
necessity a local church. The
grammatical construction of the
passages where used can not
be twisted to mean anything but
a local church. Both Hort and
Harnack testify that historically
the word ekklesia was never
used of anything but a local
church, until long after the close
of the New Testament. So you
are on safe ground, when you
say that the church, which as
the body of Christ, is always a
local Baptist Church.

(18]
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RECTOR...
(Continued from page 14)

witnesses through Saul and
Barnabas unto the sons of men.
That’ stheNew Testament order,
and such order must stand —
none have the right to do vio-
lence to this order of doing
things. Finally, the Acts of the
apostlesarerepletewithmission-
ary endeavors initiated by the
Holy Spirit through churches of
theliving God.

Local churches must follow
the New Testament pattern of
missionary endeavor if “the
faith” is preserved. A failure to
do so jeopardizes the faith, the
Word of God. A wrong method
will in the end destroy a right
message. Churches, following
the New Testament way of do-
ing missionary work, ever refuse
to shame the Holy Spirit’s lead-
ership in the house of God.
They look to Him for, and walk
with Himin, the Lord's program.
Doing the Lord’' swork the Holy
Spirit's way, they preserve lo-
cal church sovereignty and in-
dependence. If programs are ini-
tiated by boards or committees
for loca churches, then church
authority isignored and church
democracy is destroyed.

Baptist democracy isdivine
theocracy openly and prayer-
fully arrived at (Acts 1:24).
Thus every Baptist church must
openly and publicly seek the
Lord sway of doing Hiswill by
turning to the Holy Spirit, who
stands in the churches of God
in the stead of the Lord Jesus,
the head and the founder. Ac-
cordingly, every missionary
program the Lord fosters is
born in a local church body,
the abiding place of the Holy
Spirit.

Thereisample room in the
Scriptures for cooperation by
New Testament churches, but
all such cooperation must be
initiated by the Holy Spirit.

(See RECTOR on page 24)
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(Continued from page 14)

point that the political proscrip-
tionof themmay becomefeasible
and expedient. What protection
wouldthey haveagainst aCatho-
licState... yearshencetheUnited
States may become overwhelm-
ingly Catholic and may then re-
strict thefreedom of non-Catho-
lic denominations’ (State and
Church by Mons. John A. Ryan,
professor of Moral Theology at
theCatholicUniversity America
Availableat any Roman Catholic
book store).

Dear friend, remember that
ours is the best country on ac-
count of the many freedomswe
enjoy. It is a fact that only in
those countries where people
are at liberty to read and inter-
pret the Bible isthere real free-
dom for everyone. If we con-
tinue to study the Holy Scrip-
tures, and if we ask others, es-
pecially our Roman Catholic
friends, to read the Word of
God, it will be the best safeguard
against the loss of freedom for
Christians. “And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall
makeyou freg’ (In. 8:32). [N

RECTOR...
(Continued from page 23)

withinthem. TheHoly Spiritthus
did His work, and marvelously
S0, during the early days of the
Lord’ s churches, and He can do
the same work marveloudly to-
day, if givenachance, abunch of
spiritual dumbbells, full embodi-
ment of carnal asininity notwith-
standing to the contrary.

Board or committee mis-
sions outrage God and wreck
His gospel work. A program ini-
tiated outside of local churches
flouts the wisdom of the Lord,
affronts the ministry and office
of the Holy Spirit, promotes
fleshly ecclesiasticisms, builds
man-made machines, blacklists
independent pastors and
churches, cracks denomina-
tional whips over the heads of
the faithful, and racketeers upon
denominational loyalty.

The New Testament
method of church cooperation
is through and by local
churches out to the world, un-
der the leadership of the Holy
Spirit. Thus al churches should
keep step with Him as the su-
perintendent of the Lord's mis-
sionary and benevolent work in
His churches. To say that such
a program would not be practi-
ca is to indict the wisdom of
God, and to discount the work
of gracein Hischurches. 1

GAMBLING...
(Continued from page 1

“Gambling is wrong be-
cause it encourages pleasure
and profit at the loss and pain
of other people. The evening
news may tell the story of one
winner, but it has no timeto re-
count the thousands of sui-
cides, broken homes, embezzled
funds, thefts, frauds, and addic-
tionsthat are a part of the story
of every lottery and casino.
Those who suffer most from
gambling are the poor.”

Gambling also is poor stew-

ardship because gamblers are
losers, Trull adds. The odds of
flipping “heads’ on a coin 20
timesin arow (onein 524,288)
is better than the odds of win-
ning the Florida lottery (one in
13,983,820), he points out.

@ Gambling depreciates the
value of honest work. “The
honest worker produces goods
and services; the gambler, if he
or she wins at all, brings home
someone else’'s money,” the
New Orleans Seminary profes-
sor states.

@ Gambling destroys Chris-
tian influence. “ Christian influ-
ence should be exerted in posi-
tive ways to build up commu-
nity life in which the young and
weak are protected, not ex-
ploited. As salt and light, be-
lievers are to use moral persua-
sion and legitimate power to in-
fluence public policy for the
common good. The Christian
who gamblesis part of the prob-
lem, rather than part of the so-
lution.”

® Gambling corrupts the
God-ordained purpose of the
state. God's purpose is for the
state to establish justice, Trull
says. Indeed, the apostle Paul
described the role of govern-
ment as“ God' s servant for your
good,” the professor adds. “The
apostle could not imagine God
approving any state which uses
a basic human weakness (gam-
bling) as ameans for collecting
taxes, becomes the sponsor and
promoter of aswindle which al-
ways pays back less than
people have put in, and be-
comes so entangled with thein-
come received from the victims
that it must promote gambling
to keep the revenues coming
in.”

Trull acknowledges a per-
son does not have to be a
Christian to find good reason
to oppose gambling. The eco-
nomic and socia costs of the
practice are staggering enough.
But he also notes when the prin-
ciples and values of the Bible

are added to the mix, Christians
should have little trouble deter-
mining what their stance on the
headline issue should be.

“Seen in the light of bibli-
cal principles, gambling is per-
sondly selfish, moraly irrespon-
sible, and socially destructive,”
Trull said.

“Y es, the Bible does speak
against gambling. Read the
Word of God and you will dis-
cover precepts, principles, (and)
models... that call every disciple
of Christ to a life incompatible
with gambling.” -- The Baptist
Record M

ORTHO....
(Continued from page 22)

saves; we believe the Holy
Spirit actually recreates; we
believe that the Word of God
is changeless and eternal; we
believe that salvation is ever-
lasting; and we believe that the
soul committing itself to the
Lord Jesus Christ need have
no fear. We share with Paul his
testimony to young Timothy
when he says, “For | know
whom | have believed, and
am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which | have com-
mitted unto him against that
day.” We likewise share with
him the further testimony of the
Holy Spirit when he says, “If
God be for us who can be
against us?’ -- Adapted

Bible'sInfluence

A manin Irdand, who came
in contact with a Bible col-
porteur, at first repulsed him. Fi-
nally he was persuaded to take
aBibleand later he said: "l read
awee bit out of the New Testa-
ment every day, and | pray to
God every night and morning."
When asked if it helped him to
read God's Word and to pray,
he answered: "Indade it does.
When | go to do anything
wrong, | just say to myself, 'Pat,
you'll betalking to God tonight.'
That keeps me from doing it!"



